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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Community Security Trust 
Mr Amess: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer if he will place in the Library a copy 
of his speech to the Community Security Trust annual dinner on 29 February 2012; and if 
he will make a statement. [R] [102335] 

Miss Chloe Smith: A copy of the published speech has been placed in the 
Libraries of the House. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120430/text/120430w0
004.htm#1205017000115  
 

The speech is available from the UK Parliament Libraries at  
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Live/DEP2012-
0719/CST%20SPEECH%20FINAL%20WEB%20VERSION.docx  

 
 

Scottish High Court of Criminal Appeal 

Opinion of the Lord Justice Clerk in the appeal by stated case by Paul Donnachie 
Appellant; against Procurator Fiscal, Cupar Respondent 
[1] On 23 August 2011 at Cupar Sheriff Court, the appellant was convicted on complaint 
of the following charge: "on 12th March 2011 at University of St Andrews ... you ... did act 
in a racially aggravated manner which caused or was intended to cause alarm and 
distress to a person namely [complainer], in respect that you did place your hands inside 
your trousers onto your genitals and thereafter rub your hand onto a flag of Israel and 
make comments of an offensive nature within his presence; CONTRARY to the Criminal 
Law (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 1995 Section 50A(1)(b) and (5)." … 
 

[7] The appellant said in evidence that he had strongly held and sincere views about the 
Palestinian question. He had an antipathy towards the state of Israel, but not towards 
Jews. He accepted that his conduct in the complainer's room was unacceptable; but said 
that it was motivated by his political beliefs.  
[8] The sheriff asked him to what extent he could distinguish between the state 
of Israel and the actions of the Israeli government (the state/government issue). The 
appellant replied that he could make no such distinction. At this point it occurred to the 
appellant's solicitor that the sheriff regarded this question as being relevant to the charge. 
The solicitor therefore sought leave to call three people as witnesses on that question. All 
three were attending  the trial.  Two of them  were  members of  Scottish  Jews for a  Just  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120430/text/120430w0004.htm#1205017000115
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120430/text/120430w0004.htm#1205017000115
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Live/DEP2012-0719/CST%20SPEECH%20FINAL%20WEB%20VERSION.docx
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Live/DEP2012-0719/CST%20SPEECH%20FINAL%20WEB%20VERSION.docx
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Peace, a political group whose views were to some extent critical of Israel. The third was 
a member of the Scottish Palestine Solidarity Campaign. The sheriff understood that the 
proposed witnesses would challenge the factual basis of the complainer's assumed 
association with the State of Israel. The Crown objected to the leading of these witnesses 
on the ground that their proposed evidence was irrelevant to the subject matter of the 
charge. 
[9] The sheriff sustained the objection. He considered that the views of the proposed 
witnesses on the political situation in Israel could have no bearing on the question 
whether the complainer had an association with Israel of a kind that qualified him as a 
member of a racial group for the purposes of section 50A(3) (supra). … 
 

[13] The sheriff is at pains to emphasis in the stated case that the state/government issue 
played no part in his decision. The solicitor advocate for the appellant accepted that this 
was the case, but submitted that the appearance mattered as much as the substance. 
[14] In my view, the submission for the appellant is unsound. The sheriff's perhaps 
incautious question had no relevance to any question of fact or law raised by the 
complaint. The asking of the question caused no prejudice to the defence. As the sheriff 
himself recognised, it was irrelevant. In refusing the defence motion, expressly on the 
ground that the proposed evidence was irrelevant, the sheriff publicly acknowledged that 
the issue would have no bearing on his decision. There was therefore no substantive 
miscarriage of justice; nor was there an appearance of injustice. 
Disposal 
[15] I propose to your Lordships that we should refuse the appeal. 
[16] For the reasons given by your Lordship in the chair, I agree that the appeal should 
be refused. 
Lord Justice Clerk, Lord Mackay of Drumadoon, Lord Bonomy 
http://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/opinions/2012HCJAC53.html  
 
 

Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 

Man Fails to Overturn Conviction for Flag Desecration 
… Following trial last year Donnachie was convicted of acting in a racially aggravated 
manner with intent to cause distress and alarm and sentenced to a 150 hours 
Community payback Order.   
Speaking of the case today, the Lord Advocate, Frank Mulholland QC, said:   
“We note and welcome the decision of the court. 
“COPFS has a zero-tolerance approach to prosecutions of crimes motivated by bigotry 
and intolerance of any kind. There is no place in modern Scotland for such behaviour 
and we will do all in our power to ensure that offenders are brought to justice.” 
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/05/Man-Fails-Overturn-Conviction-
Flag-Desecration 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Foreign Students: Israel 
Dr Poulter: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
assessment he has made of progress with the Britain Israel Research and Academic 
Exchange Partnership Regenerative Medicine Initiative. [105784] 

Mr Willetts:  In  October 2011 the  MRC  and the  Israeli  Ministry of  Science  and  
 

http://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/opinions/2012HCJAC53.html
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/05/Man-Fails-Overturn-Conviction-Flag-Desecration
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/05/Man-Fails-Overturn-Conviction-Flag-Desecration
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Technology agreed to establish a joint fellowship exchange scheme under the 
umbrella of the Britain Israel Research and Academic Exchange Partnership in 
Regenerative Medicine. The aim of the joint fellowships is to further enhance 
collaboration between the countries in the area of regenerative medicine. 
Details of the scheme are currently being finalised. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120430/text/120430w0
006.htm#12050114000040  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
 

Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 

TOP 
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