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Home Affairs 

Department of Health 

Death certification reforms update 
Health Secretary Andrew Lansley has written to the Death Certification National Steering 
Group members to advise that the full implementation of the proposed new local medical 
examiner (ME) service has been delayed until April 2014. … 
To read the full press release and text of Andrew Lansley’s letter see 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/04/death-certification-reforms/  
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Holocaust 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Educating on human rights by remembering the Holocaust to be discussed at EU 
seminar 
The two-day seminar, "Remembering for the future", on how to empower citizens and 
spread promising practices of human rights and Holocaust education, will take place in 
Copenhagen on Thursday 26 and Friday 27 April.  … 
The seminar, organised jointly by the EU Commission, the Danish Institute for 
International Studies and the European Union for Fundamental Rights (FRA) will 
examine the important role that the holocaust and memorial sites can play in teaching 
about human rights. It will also place European memory within the context of rights and 
European citizenship. In addition, the seminar will be an opportunity to review promising 
practices, and to look critically at defining moments in modern European history in order 
to reflect on their relevance for EU citizens and their rights awareness. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/media/pr-250412_en.htm  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Palestinians 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on the detention of 
Palestinian children in Israeli prisons; [104414] 
(2) what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on the use of solitary 
confinement for child prisoners. [104416] 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about the treatment of Palestinian children 
under the Israeli military court system. We continue to lobby the Israeli authorities 
for improvements, including a reduction in the number of arrests that occur at 
night, an end to shackling and the introduction of audio-visual recording of 
interrogations. 
We welcomed Israel's decision of 4 October 2011 to raise the age of legal majority 
for Palestinian children in the Israeli military justice system, a step we had 
advocated. I raised the implementation of this decision with the Israel ambassador 
on 23 February. 
In addition to our lobbying of the Israeli authorities, the UK is supporting research 
into this issue by leading UK and international lawyers; a report is due to be 
issued in April. We have also funded the work of Defence for Children 
International and No Legal Frontiers on the rights of Palestinian child detainees. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli government on recent trends in the 
number of Palestinians detained without charge in the last year. [104415] 

Alistair Burt: I have regularly raised our concerns about the use of administrative 
detention by Israel, including with the Israeli ambassador to London on 23 
February, the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister on 27 February and the Israeli 
Deputy Prime Minister on 19 March. 
We continue to encourage the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations 
under international law, including in their policies on detention and the treatment 
of Palestinian prisoners. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on the revocation of 
residence permits from Palestinians in east Jerusalem. [104417] 

Alistair Burt: We have many concerns about Israeli actions in east Jerusalem, 
which we consider to be occupied territory. These concerns include the removal of 
residency rights from Palestinians; the evictions of Palestinians and demolition of 
Palestinian property; the construction of illegal Israeli settlements; possible 
unilateral changes to the municipal borders; and severe difficulties of access to 
Jerusalem for Palestinians from the west bank or even for those residents of 
Jerusalem who live beyond the separation barrier. 
Through our embassy in Tel Aviv, we have lobbied the appropriate authorities on 
these issues. We continue to work closely with the EU and other international 
partners and to call on Israel to ease restrictions on movement and access. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120425/text/120425w0
002.htm#12042558000072  

 
 

STUC 

President’s address to Congress 
… There is a growing apartheid elsewhere, in Palestine.  There have been many changes  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120425/text/120425w0002.htm#12042558000072
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120425/text/120425w0002.htm#12042558000072
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since my first official visit with Bill Speirs, Eddie Reilly and Malcolm Burns in 2001, during 
the Second Intifada. We were challenged by different militia, as we were escorted 
throughout the Occupied Lands by PGFTU, our hosts. On leaving, at the last stop at 
Jerusalem, we met members of the British Press Corps, who challenged us that we had 
only visited one place, met with one people. Eddie Reilly’s reply still pertains “We met 
many Israelis on our travels in Palestine. They were all armed and wearing uniforms.” 
Order may have been restored in many parts under the control of democratically elected 
representation of Fatah, democratically elected Hamas, and other political organisations. 
But that order is still enforced by a circle of unlawful Occupation, and the Apartheid Wall 
divides communities from their lands and work, and families are split apart. 
Whatever the challenges we face at home, we shall not forget our international 
responsibilities. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/Congress%202012/Presidents%20Address%202012.pdf  
 
The following Motions are reported as having been passed unanimously by STUC 
Congress: 
 
The Jewish National Fund 
That this Congress notes that the Jewish National Fund acquisition and control of land in 
Israel and the occupied territories actively discriminates against Palestinians. 
Congress calls on the General Council to: 

 endorse the international call for action against the Jewish National Fund; 
 campaign to expose the role of the Jewish National Fund in the oppression of 

Palestinians; and 
 campaign to have the charitable status of the Jewish National Fund revoked. 

(Mover: Midlothian TUC) 
 
Emergency Motion - Palestine 
Congress: 

 notes that despite prisoner releases, over 4,600 Palestinian political prisoners 
remain in detention, including 203 children. 

 applauds the steadfastness of 1,200 Palestinian political prisoners who began an 
open-ended hunger strike on 17 April to protest against 'administrative detention', 
where detainees are held without charge or trial for up to six months and which 
can be renewed repeatedly. 

 congratulates the student Palestine solidarity network for organising the biggest 
ever 'Israeli Apartheid Week' of educational and solidarity events and for their 
mobilisation across Scotland in support of Palestinian political prisoners. 

 believes that the engagement of students, trade unionists and others with 
Palestinian civil society can only strengthen the current human-rights based 
approach to Palestinian self-determination and is essential to building a future of 
peace and democracy in the Middle East. 

 therefore welcomes the January call by the Palestinian National Committee and 
the Brazilian National preparatory committee for the 2012 'World Social Forum: 
Free Palestine' to be held at Porto Alegre, Brazil in November. Conference 
believes that this "Global Meeting of Solidarity with Palestine" will underline the 
strength and diversity of the support for the Palestinian call for justice. 

 therefore instructs the General Council to: 
o Support the work of Addameer, Prisoner Support and Human Rights 

Association, by distributing information and updates to affiliates and by 
supporting appeals for action where appropriate; 

o Endorse the Scottish demonstration, called by students in support 
Palestinian political prisoners and the hunger strikers, taking place in  
 

http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/Congress%202012/Presidents%20Address%202012.pdf


 4

 

Edinburgh on Saturday 28th April; 
o Endorse the WSF Free Palestine as part of the internationalist activities 

promoted by the STUC and fully support the appeal from the Secretariat of 
the Palestinian National Committee for the World Social Forum "Free 
Palestine" to mobilise the Scottish trade union movement towards WSF 
Free Palestine. 

(Mover: Dundee Trades Union Council) 
 
Emergency Motion - 'Welcome to Palestine 2012' 
This Congress notes that there is no way into the Occupied Palestinian territories except 
through Israeli controlled airports or checkpoints. 
Congress applauds the 'Welcome to Palestine 2012' initiative which highlighted Israel's 
oppressive and abhorrent policy of restricting free and unopposed movement to, from 
and within the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
Congress condemns: 

 the actions of the Israeli government in blacklisting activists from around the world 
and denying them access to the Palestinian territories. 

 the detention of those activists who reached Tel Aviv wishing to visit Bethlehem at 
the invitation of the Mayor in order to attend the launch of an educational project to 
build new schools. 

 Congress asks the General Council to call upon the Israeli government: 
o to allow unrestricted passage to and from the Occupied Palestinian Territories 

for those wishing to visit. 
o to end the continued, illegal siege by air, land and sea of the Palestinian 

Territories. 
(Mover: Midlothian TUC) 
  
Palestine 
That this Congress applauds the successful delivery of humanitarian aid by the Scottish 
FBU to the Nablus Municipality Fire Department. Congress calls for continued trade 
union support for Palestinian projects, and for the exploration of a Scottish Trade Union 
Palestinian Support Group, and report back to Congress in 2013 any progress on this 
matter. 
(Mover: Fire Brigades Union) 

 
 

United Nations 

Statement by Bureau of Committee on Exercise of Inalienable Rights of Palestinian 
People on Israel’s settlement activities in Occupied Palestinian Territory 
… The Bureau of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People is deeply troubled by the recent decision by the Israeli Cabinet 
to  “legalize” three unauthorized settlement outposts in the West Bank:  “Sansana,” 
“Rechelim” and “Bruchin”.  While Israel, the occupying Power, has blatantly supported 
and engaged in the expansion of illegal settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, these brazen actions amount to the first official establishment 
of new settlements in the West Bank in 20 years, according to the Israeli watchdog 
organization Peace Now.  In the meantime, the Israeli Government is also intensifying its 
efforts to thwart the evacuation of the “Ulpana” outpost ordered by the Supreme Court. … 
settlements have a devastating effect on the living conditions of the Palestinian people 
under occupation, while acts of violence, vandalism, and harassment by settlers are 
escalating.  … 
While Israel continues to bend the law to accommodate its settlers, it continues 
relentlessly  pursuing its illegal c ampaign of house  demolitions and  expulsions targeting  
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Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and particularly in Occupied East 
Jerusalem.  … 
The Bureau of the Committee reiterates its call on the Israeli Government to immediately 
freeze all settlement activity, to dismantle outposts as called for by the Road Map, and to 
refrain from any provocative acts that undermine international efforts to revive Israeli-
Palestinian talks.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/gapal1228.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
 

Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/gapal1228.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
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Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
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