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Home Affairs 

Communities and Local Government 

Integration in action: speech by Eric Pickles to the Institute of Community 
Cohesion Conference 
… The multiculturalist approach meant well. … People had to feel comfortable in their 
own skin. Safe in their own neighbourhoods. So the law was used rightly to remove the 
freedom to insult. To remove the discrimination against people in their own towns. …  
It's true there are still problems but these days we're a lot more relaxed. … the trouble 
with multiculturalism was that it went too far in the wrong direction. We got the balance 
wrong. … it failed to stem the rise of a new bigotry. 
A bigotry that says if you wear the hijab you can't be British. A bigotry that says if you 
support Israel you can't be British. And the rise in anti-semitism disguised as anti-Israel is 
one of the most deeply distressing facets of recent public life. A bigotry that says 
expecting people to speak a common language isn't part of being British. But in trying to 
make sure every special interest group had their say, multiculturalism drowned out the 
still small voice of common sense. …  
… our vibrant communities make us strong. They are part of our economic future. … And 
Britain would certainly be poorer without them. … 
The other day I got into a bit of bother for saying that I wanted all citizens to speak like a 
native. A few people said it was racist. … Let me be clear. A Muslim from Bradford is a 
British native. A Sikh from Birmingham is a British native. A Hindu from Harrow is a 
British native. … 
I've never come across a church, temple, mosque, synagogue, gurdwara or any other 
place of worship that looked wholly within: that did not want to take care of its neighbours, 
no matter if they had a different faith, or none. … That's why, as a Government, we do do 
God. But sometimes people of faith get a bad rap. 
We've seen men and women disciplined for wearing a cross or carrying a rosary. We've 
witnessed legal challenges to councils opening their proceedings with prayers. How 
unreasonable. How unBritish. How bigoted. 
These symbols of faith bring comfort to many and hurt no-one. More than that they are 
based on values that underpin our society. We want people of all faiths to feel at home 
and to contribute to our society. We want people of no faith to feel at home and to 
contribute to our society. … 
Sometimes you can bang the drum for liberty and sometimes you bang the drum for fun. 
And it's that understanding that will make this country a better place now and ten,  twenty,  
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thirty years down the line. Because integration is what makes our communities tick. 
Integration is respect for your fellow British citizen. Integration is what makes our country 
great. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/icoco2012  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

EU-Israel Association Agreement 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will seek a review of the 
EU-Israel Association Agreement on trade in the light of Israel's blockade of Gaza and 
continuing acceptance of illegal settlements in the West Bank.[HL16658] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The European Union (EU)-Israel Association Agreement is an 
important part of the framework governing co-operation between the EU and 
Israel. The agreement is reviewed annually, including application of the human 
rights clauses. 
Progress towards a two-state solution is a key element of the relationship between 
the EU and Israel. The EU has been very clear that no progress can be made on 
upgrading the wider EU-Israel relationship until there is substantial progress 
towards a two-state solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
As a firm friend of Israel, the UK is keen to see closer ties between Israel and the 
international community, including the EU. We do not believe that the isolation of 
Israel is the way to achieve the positive steps that we would like to see. However, 
we support the EU's position that further upgrades in Israel's relationship with the 
EU would only follow progress towards peace. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0002.htm#120
42310002741  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will discuss with the 
Government of Israel the release of El Haj Ahmad from administrative 
detention.[HL16685] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, m y honourable friend the Member for North East 
Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) raised Israel's extensive use of administrative detention 
with the Israeli ambassador on 23 February, the Deputy Israeli Foreign Minister 
on 27 February and the Deputy Israeli Prime Minister on 19 March. Our 
ambassador to Israel also raised these issues with the Israeli Attorney General on 
24 February. 
We continue to encourage the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations 
under international law, including in their policies on detention and the treatment 
of Palestinian prisoners. 
Our officials in Israel have not raised this particular case with the Israeli 
authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#120
42310002765  
 

 
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/icoco2012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0002.htm#12042310002741
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0002.htm#12042310002741
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#12042310002765
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#12042310002765
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Israel 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on road closures in 
operation in the west bank. [104473] 

Alistair Burt: Through our embassy in Tel Aviv, we have lobbied the appropriate 
Israeli authorities on the issue of restrictions on freedom of movement in the west 
bank and East Jerusalem. 
We continue to work closely with the EU and other international partners, including 
the middle east quartet, to call on Israel to ease restrictions on movement and 
access. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on the forced expulsion of 
Bedouins from parts of the Palestinian territories designated as Area C. [104474] 

Alistair Burt: We are monitoring the situation regarding the Bedouin in Area C 
closely. I raised concerns over plans to move west bank Bedouin communities 
during my visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on 7-10 January. 
I visited the Bedouin community school at Khan al Ahmar and subsequently 
discussed it with Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon on 18 January. Officials 
at the British embassy in Tel Aviv also regularly discuss our concerns with the 
Israeli authorities. 
The Israeli authorities state that they are yet to finalise their plans and will consult 
fully with Bedouin communities before moving ahead. The UK continues to 
encourage the Israeli Government to carry through on this commitment, to comply 
fully with their obligations under international law and to ensure that any decision 
reached on the movement of Bedouin communities should be made with their full 
consent and not result in a forcible transfer. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on the erection of a 
separation barrier encircling the village of Al Walaja. [104475] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to monitor the situation in Al Walaja village. I visited Al 
Walaja during my visit in January 2011 and saw for myself the effects the Israeli 
occupation has on this village. 
We have raised this and other related issues in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, including that of the route of the security barrier and illegal Israeli 
settlement activity with the Israeli authorities. 
We have made the UK position on the separation barrier clear: if Israel wished to 
build the barrier, it should have been built on the 1967 border-and where it is 
constructed on the Palestinian side of that border, it is illegal under international 
law. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on water supply policies in 
the Jordan Valley. [104476] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government have had detailed discussions with both 
Israeli and Palestinian authorities on the issue of water supply policies in the 
Jordan valley. 
The UK is funding a project working with Palestinians and Israelis to help improve 
co-operation on water issues to the benefit of both parties. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on the reduction in the 
permitted fishing limit off the coast of Gaza from 20 to three miles. [104477] 

Alistair Burt: The UK regularly makes representations at both ministerial and 
official level to the Government of Israel on the urgent need to ease restrictions on 
Gaza. The Secretary of State for International Development, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Sutton Coldfield (Mr Mitchell), and I discussed these issues during 
visits to the region in December 2011 and January 2012. 
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As part of our engagement with the Israeli authorities, we frequently emphasise 
the impact restrictions have had on industry in Gaza. Alongside our EU partners, 
we have urged Israel to extend the fishing zone from three to 20 nautical miles, as 
stipulated in the Oslo Accords. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0
008.htm#12042412000058  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they consider that action 
should be taken in an international court on the expulsion of Palestinians from illegally 
occupied land.[HL16660] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We continue to encourage the Israeli authorities to comply with their 
obligations as an occupying power under international humanitarian law. We also 
urge the application of the rule of law throughout Israel and the occupied 
territories, and that perpetrators of crimes should be brought to justice before the 
Israeli courts. 
The UK currently has no plans to refer this situation to any international court. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Israel and to the Palestinian Authority about violence by Israeli 
settlers against Palestinian residents of the West Bank.[HL16664] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are deeply concerned at the increase in violence 
by extremist settlers against ordinary Palestinians. This violence has included 
burning of mosques. 
As the Parliamentary Under-Secretary for State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) 
has commented publicly, we condemn such acts as deliberately provocative 
attacks on places of worship, designed to aggravate tensions. 
We welcome the clear condemnation of these attacks by Israeli leaders, and the 
stated intention of the Israeli Government to bring the perpetrators to justice. We 
have urged Israel to investigate all such incidents of violence and to hold those 
responsible to account. The package of measures announced by Prime Minister 
Netanyahu in response to settler violence is a welcome step forward. We look 
forward to seeing the results of these measures, and to seeing those behind the 
violence punished under law. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have made 
an assessment of whether there is state discrimination against Israel's Palestinian 
citizens; and, if so, what are their conclusions.[HL16674] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Israel's declaration of independence calls for the 
establishment of a Jewish state with equal social and political rights for all 
citizens, irrespective of religion, race or sex. 
In principle Israel's Palestinian citizens are therefore afforded the protection of 
equality under Israel's legal system. However, the reality is more complex, with 
certain in-built state and private sector mechanisms that discriminate against non-
Jewish citizens. 
We are concerned by a growing climate of intolerance in Israel. This has been 
exacerbated by a number of proposed laws which were before the Knesset (the 
Israeli Parliament) in 2011. 
We strongly support efforts, including by the Israeli Government, to tackle 
discrimination and inequality between Jews and Arabs in Israel. We continue to 
urge the application of Israel's declaration of independence and Israeli law to all 
citizens, regardless of religion or ethnicity. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations 
they have made to the Government of Israel regarding restrictions that prevent access by 
Palestinian Muslims and Christians to certain holy sites in Israel.[HL16675] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0008.htm#12042412000058
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0008.htm#12042412000058
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Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK places a high importance on the right to 
freedom of religion for all. We remain deeply concerned about restrictions on 
freedom of movement between the West Bank and East Jerusalem, and 
elsewhere in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. It remains difficult for 
Palestinians, including Christians and Muslims, to enter East Jerusalem or other 
places of pilgrimage in Israel. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), 
visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in July 2011 and raised with 
Israeli authorities the difficulties faced by Christians and in particular the impact of 
residency restrictions in Jerusalem. 
We are also in discussion with religious leaders and other governments over 
finding ways to protect the holy sites of Jerusalem and elsewhere in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they have to support 
the democratic process within the Occupied Territories at the next election. [HL16684] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK, along with our European Union partners, fully 
supports the holding of free and fair elections across the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, including West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem. The UK provides 
practical and technical support, including to the office of the quartet 
representative, to reinforce the prospects for peace, economic development and 
stability in the region. 
We are following closely the implementation of the agreement reached on 6 
February 2012 between Fatah and Hamas on the formation of a technocratic 
government, to be led by President Abbas, to prepare for elections. 
Any technocratic government should: be composed of figures committed to the 
principles set by President Abbas in Cairo in May 2011; uphold the principle of 
non-violence; be committed to a negotiated two-state solution, and accept 
previous agreements of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#120
42310002766  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the United Kingdom and other 
European Union member states will consider imposing personal sanctions against any 
settler leaders in the West Bank suspected of organising attacks on Palestinians and 
their property.[HL16665] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK is concerned about reports of an increase in violence by 
extremist settlers during 2011. 
Along with our European partners, we are considering what further actions can be 
taken in response to continued Israeli settlement activity and settler violence, 
including the possibility of excluding from the European Union those settler 
leaders who are assessed as inciting violence. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
two reports from European Union Heads of Mission in Jerusalem concerning the trebling 
in three years of attacks by settlers on the people of the West Bank; and what action they 
plan to take in response.[HL16666] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The documents to which the noble Lord refers are 
internal reports by the European Union Heads of Mission in Jerusalem and 
Ramallah, which are under consideration in Brussels. It is unfortunate that these 
documents have leaked. It is government policy not to comment on leaked 
documents. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations 
they have made  to  the  Government of  Israel  regarding the  Citizenship and  Entry into  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#12042310002766
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#12042310002766
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Israel Law (Temporary Order) 5763, which prohibits inhabitants of the West Bank and 
Gaza married to Israeli citizens from acquiring Israeli residency permits or 
citizenship.[HL16676] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Whilst Israeli nationality law and immigration into 
Israel are matters for the Israeli government and parliament, we and European 
Union (EU) partners have concerns about the implications of this law for the 
families of Arab Israelis and, particularly, Palestinian permanent residents in East 
Jerusalem. 
This particularly affects those who have married, or wish to marry, Palestinians 
from the West Bank or Gaza. In many cases the law has made it difficult or 
impossible for Palestinians to get permission to join their spouses or parents in 
East Jerusalem, which we regard as occupied territory. 
Along with our EU partners, we regularly raise issues relating to access and 
residency in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding tourism infrastructure being developed by 
settlers in the West Bank.[HL16682] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK has made frequent representations to the 
Israeli authorities on issues relating to house demolitions and settlement building. 
Our views on settlements, including in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, are 
clear: they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace and constitute 
a threat to a two-state solution. 
All settlement activity, including in East Jerusalem, should cease immediately. We 
have made clear our concerns to the Israeli authorities, both bilaterally and with 
European Union partners, and will continue to do so. 
During his visit to the Occupied Palestinian Territories in January 2012, my 
honourable friend the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), saw at 
first hand the impact on Palestinian communities of the development of 
infrastructure to support illegal settlements, an issue he has raised with the Israeli 
government during the visit and subsequently. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the Government of Israel's petition to Israel's Supreme Court to construct a new 
settlement in the West Bank, for the evacuees from Migron; and whether they will 
discourage this.[HL16686] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Along with European Union colleagues, we are deeply 
concerned at the agreement recently reached between Migron settlers and the 
Israeli government. On Sunday 25 March, Israel's Supreme Court rejected the 
government's petition to allow settlers to stay until 2015. Had this deal been 
ratified, it would have set a dangerous precedent and runs entirely contrary to 
Israel's obligations under the quartet roadmap. We have raised our concerns 
strongly with the Israeli government, including with the Vice Prime Minister, 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and National Security Adviser. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will take action to 
ensure that solar panels and other alternative energy generators installed in West Bank 
villages by international non-governmental organisations are not demolished by the 
Government of Israel if there are not permits for them.[HL16710] 

Baroness Northover: The UK position on the demolition of Palestinian homes 
and essential infrastructure, such as energy generators, in the West Bank is clear 
and consistent, regardless of whether these initiatives are funded by international 
non-governmental organisations or Palestinians themselves. Such demolitions 
cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, are harmful to the peace 
process and, in all but the most limited circumstances, are contrary to 
international humanitarian law and we condemn them. 
The UK has a strong record of lobbying hard on issues relating to demolitions. The  
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Secretary of State and Minister of State for International Development, my right 
honourable friends the Members for Sutton Coldfield and for Rutland and Melton 
(Mr Mitchell and Mr Duncan), have both visited Palestinian communities affected 
by demolitions in recent visits to the region. Most recently, the Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable 
friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), raised the issue of 
demolitions with the Israeli ambassador on 23 February and again with Israeli 
Deputy Prime Minister Dan Meridor on 19 March. Together with our EU partners, 
we continue to press Israel to address our serious concerns about the restrictive 
planning regime in Area C of the West Bank, including the unnecessary difficulties 
that Palestinian and international organisations face in obtaining building permits. 
More fundamentally, we urge Israel to greatly accelerate the process for 
transferring authority over Area C to the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#120
42310002767  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the United Nations Office 
for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs report How Dispossession Happens, what 
steps they will take to assist in the restoration of Palestinian access to water springs fully 
taken over by settlers, and regarding any intimidation from settler presence and 
intentions on takeover of the remaining springs.[HL16681] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Government remain concerned about the activity of Israeli 
settlers in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, particularly violence by extremist 
settlers against Palestinians and religious sites, and the taking of land and 
resources. The UK, along with our European Union partners, is clear that 
settlements are illegal under international law and should be removed. We are 
also concerned about the provision of security and services to illegal settlements 
by the State of Israel, in a way that is not matched by similar provision to 
Palestinian communities living under occupation. 
The fair and effective distribution of shared water resources across Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories is of great concern to us. These resources are 
limited and therefore require effective co-operation from all parties to manage 
them in a manner that ensures there will be enough for all. 
We have regular discussions with the Israelis and the Palestinian Authorities on 
the issue of access to water, including on the urgent need for Israel to ensure 
fairer distribution of water supplies in the West Bank and Gaza. The Minister of 
State for International Development, my right honourable Friend the Member for 
Rutland and Melton (Mr Duncan) raised the issue of water when he visited the 
region in June 2011 and the Embassy in Tel Aviv raised it with the Israeli 
authorities in January 2012. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#120
42310002777 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on the demolition of 
Palestinian homes since the Oslo agreement. [104413] 

Alistair Burt: Since coming to power, this Government have raised the issue of 
demolitions in the west bank and East Jerusalem on many occasions with the 
Israeli authorities, both at official and ministerial levels. 

Most recently, I raised the issue of demolitions with the Israeli ambassador on 23 
February, and again with Deputy Prime Minister of Israel, Mr Meridor, on 19 March. 
Grahame M. Morris: To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#12042310002767
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#12042310002767
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#12042310002777
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0003.htm#12042310002777
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Affairs what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli Government on the practice of 
holding Palestinian prisoners on administrative detention without charge or trial. [104722] 

Alistair Burt: I refer the hon. Member to my answer on 18 April 2012, Official 
Report, column 378W. 

Naomi Long: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to the Israeli Government on clean water for Palestine. 
[105204] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government have had detailed discussions with both 
Israeli and Palestinian authorities on the issue of water supply policies. 
The UK is funding a project working with Palestinians and Israelis to help improve 
co-operation on water issues to the benefit of both parties. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0
008.htm#12042412000059  

 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0
001.htm#12041878000045  

 

Palestinians 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what the 
cost to the public purse was of UK aid spent on Palestinian school teachers; and what 
proportion of UK aid this figure represents. [105032] 

Mr Duncan: In 2010, UK funding represented 1.55% of the Palestinian Authority's 
recurrent budget. The UK's imputed share of spend on Palestinian schoolteachers 
for this year (the latest year in which figures are available) was £2.84 million. This 
represented 0.03% of the UK's overseas aid budget for the same year. 

Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what 
recent assessment he has made of (a) the mission statement and (b) the composition of 
the Assessment and Evaluation Centre for Palestinian school textbooks; and if he will 
make a statement; [105030] 
(2) what recent assessment he has made of (a) the mission statement and (b) the 
composition of the Palestinian teachers workshops evaluating draft textbooks; and if he 
will make a statement; [105029] 
(3) how the syllabus of each school grade and subject is evaluated under the process set 
out by the Palestinian Curriculum Plan 1998 and implemented by the Palestinian 
Curriculum Development Centre; [105033] 
(4) what recent assessment he has made of (a) the mission statement and (b) the 
composition of the Palestinian Curriculum Development Centre; and if he will make a 
statement. [105031] 

Mr Duncan: The UK has not made an independent assessment of the mission 
statement or composition of the Palestinian Curriculum Development Centre, the 
Assessment and Evaluation Centre for Palestinian school textbooks or of the 
Palestinian teachers' workshops which evaluate draft textbooks. Further details of 
the process for evaluating Palestinian school textbooks under the Palestinian 
Curriculum Plan 1998 can be obtained by contacting the Palestinian Authority 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education. 
As DFID has made clear, the UK Government's position is that both Palestinian 
and Israeli textbooks could do better and include more positive and balanced 
messages on issues relating to the Israel-Palestinian conflict. Having considered 
the balance of the evidence available, we do not believe that current Palestinian 
textbooks incite violence or hatred. The US State Department has commissioned 
a full independent investigation into the content of Palestinian and Israeli school 
textbooks. This is due to report in 2012 and we will be reviewing their findings and 
recommendations in detail with our EU counterparts. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0
008.htm#12042412000041  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0008.htm#12042412000059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0008.htm#12042412000059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0001.htm#12041878000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0001.htm#12041878000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0008.htm#12042412000041
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0008.htm#12042412000041
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Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they will 
make to the Government of Israel in relation to the 23 members of the Al-Samouni family 
in Gaza killed during Operation Cast Lead.[HL16709] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We have consistently urged the Israeli authorities to investigate any 
crimes committed during Operation Cast Lead and to prosecute those 
responsible, and will continue to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0002.htm#120
42310002746  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns Israel’s legalisation of illegal outposts 
Foreign Secretary William Hague said: “I strongly condemn the Israeli government’s 
decision yesterday to turn three illegal outposts in the West Bank into settlements. I 
urged the Israeli government in my statement on 5 April to remove - not legalise - 
outposts across the West Bank. I fully appreciate the difficult political discussion within 
Israel such action would require. However, the official sanction being given by Israel, 
designating outposts as settlements  for the first time in over 20 years, sets a dangerous 
precedent for other outposts, which are illegal under both international and Israeli law. 
“By seeking to entrench illegal settlements in the West Bank, as this decision does, the 
Israeli government risks sending the message that it is not serious about its stated 
commitment to the goal of a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The 
United Kingdom, in common with all our European Union partners, urges the Israeli 
government to listen to Israel's international friends. The UK calls on the Israeli 
government to focus their efforts on a lasting resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict, to 
which this further shift in settlement policy presents one more obstacle. I call on the 
Israeli government to rescind this decision." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=757489982  

 
 

United Nations 

Families in Gaza move into new UN-built shelters 
More than 1,300 Palestinians living in Gaza’s Khan Younis camp will move into 223 
housing units built by the United Nations agency assisting refugees in that area, with the 
financial support the Netherlands, it was announced today. 
“We are grateful to the Government of the Netherlands for its consistent support for our 
work and for Palestine refugees,” said the Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, Filippo Grandi, during the official 
inauguration ceremony of the housing units. “This contribution does more than rebuild 
homes, it rebuilds lives.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41850&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
UN rights office calls for halt on use of military courts to try civilians in Gaza 
The UN human rights office today expressed serious concern that the de facto authorities 
in Gaza continue to issue death sentences and carry out executions, especially since 
many of the sentences are handed down by military courts against civilians. 
“We reject the use of military tribunals to try civilians in Gaza, a practice which seriously 
undermines fair trial guarantees,” said the spokesperson for the Office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Human  Rights,  Rupert  Colville,  at  a  press  conference  in  Geneva.  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0002.htm#12042310002746
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120423w0002.htm#12042310002746
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=757489982
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1325
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41850&Cr=palestin&Cr1
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“Death sentences should never be issued under these circumstances, where the 
defendant does not receive all the procedural guarantees of a fair trial. Individuals 
sentenced to death must be guaranteed the right to seek pardon or commutation of the 
sentence by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal established by law,” he 
added. 
According to OHCHR, since the beginning of this year, the de facto authorities have 
delivered or upheld six death sentences, one of which was delivered in absentia. Three 
men were hanged earlier this month and at least one other faces imminent execution by 
firing squad. Information gathered by OHCHR indicates that defendants in Gaza are 
routinely not granted regular access to their lawyers, and the military courts often rely on 
confessions made under duress and/or torture. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41827&Cr=gaza&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission 

Strategy for dealing with safeguarding children and vulnerable adults' issues in 
charities 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/library/safeguarding_strategy.pdf  

 
 

Amnesty 

Choice and Prejudice: discrimination against Muslims in Europe 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR01/001/2012/en/85bd6054-5273-4765-9385-
59e58078678e/eur010012012en.pdf  

 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

A one-of-a-kind UN Human Rights database 
The updated Universal Human Rights Index (UHRI) database is “one of the most 
important human rights research tools that has been created in the past twenty years,” 
according to UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay. This comprehensive 
database is the only online tool, which brings together human rights recommendations 
from all parts of the UN system. The Universal Human Rights Index database increases 
visibility, and offers easier access to recommendations on human rights, both key 
objectives of the UN Human Rights office … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/UNHumanRightsDatabase.aspx  
 
Universal Human Rights Index  
http://uhri.ohchr.org/  

TOP 
 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41827&Cr=gaza&Cr1
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/library/safeguarding_strategy.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR01/001/2012/en/85bd6054-5273-4765-9385-59e58078678e/eur010012012en.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR01/001/2012/en/85bd6054-5273-4765-9385-59e58078678e/eur010012012en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/UNHumanRightsDatabase.aspx
http://uhri.ohchr.org/
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 

TOP 
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