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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister's Passover message 
The Prime Minister David Cameron has sent his warm wishes to mark Passover. 
Mr Cameron, said; “I want to send my very best wishes to Jewish communities in Britain 
and across the world as the festival of Passover begins. 
Passover marks the Children of Israel’s release from slavery and the liberation of a 
people from tyranny. The horrific attack last month at the Ozar Hatorah Jewish School in 
Toulouse has shown that sadly the search for freedom from fear is not yet over. I join with 
you in hoping that the coming year will bring about security and a lasting peace for Israel 
and the wider region. This government remains firmly committed to supporting you in that 
goal. 
I wish you and your family a very happy and peaceful Pesach.” 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/prime-ministers-passover-message/ 

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary's Passover message 
Foreign Secretary William Hague has sent his best wishes to the Jewish community 
ahead of the start of Passover. 
"I am delighted to send my best wishes to the Jewish community in Britain and around the 
world as the festival of Passover begins and many celebrate the values of liberty and 
freedom. This festival marks not just the Children of Israel’s escape from slavery, but also 
the start of Spring and the opportunity for renewal and change. 
I wish you and your family a Hag Pesach Sameach [Happy Passover]." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=750564482  

 
 

Welsh Assembly Government 

Making equalities work for Wales 
Equalities Minister Jane Hutt has outlined what the Welsh Government is doing to take 
forward equalities, tackle discrimination and to encourage cohesive communities in 
Wales. 
Publishing the Welsh Government’s Equality  Objectives and  Strategic  Equality  Plan the  
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Minister said that they had been developed to make a real difference to people’s 
lives.  Jane Hutt said: "We all want to live in a society which is safe and where there is 
fairness, where people from different backgrounds can live together harmoniously and 
where discrimination is not tolerated.  This is fundamental to enable communities in 
Wales to grow and to flourish now and in the future.  … 
…  A person’s gender, race, faith or belief, sexual orientation, age, being a mother-to-be, 
being married or in a civil partnership, being disabled or transgender should not put them 
at a disadvantage. … 
"There are barriers which need to be removed to ensure that we have greater fairness 
and where every-one feels included and valued. The Strategic Equality Plan highlights 
what the Welsh Government will focus on in order to deliver this." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2012/120402seplaunch/;jsessionid=d
GR3P90BRpvtDcW3lFTqbFQ14ktYZY8LClNzFvjm09cpqVVL8tSw!-
1508250504?lang=en  
 
Strategic Equality Plan and Objectives 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/caecd/publications/120405sepfinal.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns renewed Israeli settlement activity 
… Foreign Secretary William Hague said: "I am disappointed to release a statement on 
renewed Israeli settlement activity. As the Occupying Power of the Palestinian Territories, 
the Israeli government has an absolute requirement to uphold international law and to 
fulfill its commitments. It is important that we voice our concerns when the Israeli 
government fails to do so. 
We and our EU partners are clear: systematic, illegal Israeli settlement activity poses the 
most significant and live threat to the viability of the two state solution. I condemn the 
decision to publish tenders for 872 units in the Israeli settlement of Har Homa, across the 
Green Line in East Jerusalem.  The Israeli government's policy is illegal under 
international law, counter-productive, de-stabilising and provocative. 
“It is also important that we support Israel when we see it doing the right thing and 
welcome positive steps. The UK had noted the absence of settlement announcements 
during the first few weeks of this year. And while different in scale, I welcome the difficult 
decision taken this week by the Israeli government to evacuate the single-house 
settlement of Beit Hamachpela in Hebron. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=750917082  

 
 

United Nations 

UN committee hears proposals on the issue of Palestinian political prisoners 
The head of a United Nations committee on Palestinian rights said today that it had heard 
the indignation of the world concerning the treatment of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli 
prisons and detention centres. 
The chair of the General Assembly’s Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of  the  Palestinian  People,  Abdou  Salam  Diallo,  said  that  international  law  must  be  
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respected, noting that the committee had reaffirmed the right of Israel to live in security. 
Indiscriminate attacks against Israeli civilians must stop. 
The Committee chair was speaking at the close of the International Meeting on the 
Question of Palestine, which … covered three thematic areas: the legal and humanitarian 
aspects of the arrests and detentions; the legal status of Palestinian prisoners under 
international law; and Palestinian political prisoners in the context of the Israeli-
Palestinian political process. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41712&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Middle East peace process ‘at a dangerous impasse’, warns Secretary-General 
… The Middle East peace process is at a dangerous impasse.  … we must all do our part 
to bolster the Palestinian Authority and ensure progress on State-building and 
addressing the dire financial situation of the Palestinian Authority. 
Numerous issues on the ground require urgent attention, including the plight of 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli detention facilities.  … I call on Israel to respect its 
obligations under international law, including the Fourth Geneva Convention. … 
A viable Palestinian State living side-by-side in peace with a secure Israel is long 
overdue.  It is crucial that Israeli and Palestinian leaders resume direct talks aimed at 
reaching an agreement for the two-State solution … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/sgsm14211.doc.htm  
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Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Strategic Plan 2012–15 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/strategic_plan_2012-15_pdf.pdf  

 
 

Scottish Human Rights Commission 

Strategic Plan 2012–16 
http://scottishhumanrights.com/application/resources/documents/SHRC_StrategicPlan_2
012-16.pdf  

 
 

Anti-Defamation League 

Attitudes Toward Jews in Ten European Countries 
http://www.adl.org/Anti_semitism/adl_anti-semitism_presentation_february_2012.pdf  

 
 

Observatory on Intolerance and Discrimination against 
Christians in Europe 

Report 2011    
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Report_2011_on_Intole
rance_and_Discrimination_against_Christians_in_Europe_Webversion.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
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