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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Freedom of Speech 
Lord Lucas: To ask Her Majesty's Government what advice they have issued to the 
police about arresting people for remarks made in speech or writing; and whether, in the 
light of the recent arrests of two Israeli citizens for making comments about Iran on a 
British Airways flight and of Mr Azhar Ahmed for making comments about British 
soldiers in Afghanistan, they will issue further guidance on this matter.[HL16516] 

Baroness Verma: We have a long tradition of free speech in the United Kingdom. 
However, we have to balance the right to freedom of speech with the need to 
prevent actions which intimidate, threaten violence or incite others to hatred. 
Current legislation, including that on offences of incitement to racial or religious 
hatred, and on racially and religiously aggravated offences, aims to strike that 
delicate balance. 
The Government do not intervene in operational police matters, but forces have a 
duty to investigate all crimes and, following advice from the Crown Prosecution 
Service, to decide whether or not an incident reaches the threshold required for 
prosecution under the relevant legislation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120322w0001.htm#120
32273000119  
 

Press Complaints Commission 
Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and 
Sport what assessment he has made of the potential effect of the replacement of the 
Press Complaints Commission by a new regulatory body on the self-regulation of the 
press. [101400] 

Mr Vaizey: The Press Complaints Commission (PCC) is an independent body: 
any reforms by the PCC are a matter for them. The Leveson Inquiry was 
established by the Government last July and will make recommendations to this 
Department about reform for the system of press regulation, which the Secretary 
of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport, my right hon. Friend the Member 
for South West Surrey (Mr Hunt), will consider carefully. 

Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and 
Sport what discussions he has had with the Press Complaints Commission (a) prior to 
and (b) following the announcement that it will be replaced by a new regulatory body. 
[101401] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120322w0001.htm#12032273000119
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120322w0001.htm#12032273000119
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Mr Vaizey: The Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for South West Surrey (Mr Hunt), has had one 
official meeting with the Chairman and Director for Transition of the Press 
Complaints Commission (PCC) since the announcement that it will be replaced by 
a new regulatory body. This is the first official meeting the Secretary of State has 
had with Lord Hunt since his appointment as Chair of the PCC in Oct 2011. 

Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and 
Sport what assessment he has made of the potential effect of the replacement of the 
Press Complaints Commission by a new regulatory body on the handling of complaints 
about the press by members of the public. [101403] 

Mr Vaizey: Reform of the Press Complaints Commission is a matter for the 
chairman, Lord Hunt, but he has assured this Department that the complaints 
handling function will continue through the period of transition. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120322/text/120322w0
001.htm#12032290000020  

 

Religious Freedom 
Lord Alton of Liverpool: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have any 
plans to clarify the law in respect of Christians wishing to wear a cross in the workplace. 
[HL16426] 

Baroness Verma: No. We have no plans to change the law. At present there is 
nothing in UK law that denies people the right to express their religious views-
including through the wearing of a religious symbol such as a cross-while at work. 
Employers need to have proportionate and legitimate reasons if they want to 
restrict their employees from openly wearing a cross or any other religious item. 
We believe that in this respect domestic law strikes the right balance between the 
rights of employees to manifest their faith and that of employers to place legitimate 
restrictions on that where appropriate, for instance in order to ensure patient 
safety or for health and safety reasons. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120322w0001.htm#1203
2273000127  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment he has made of the effectiveness of aid to the Palestinian Territories. 
[101372] 

Mr Duncan: Through our programmes in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, UK 
aid is building the institutions of a future Palestinian state, promoting growth and 
supporting vulnerable Palestinians. In 2010-11 UK aid paid for 5,466 children to 
go to primary school, provided skilled personal to deliver 2,213 live births in 
Palestinian Authority hospitals, and supported 4,825 vulnerable households 
through social safety net payments. 
Most donors in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, including the UK, align their 
programmes to the Palestinian Authority's ‘Palestinian National Development Plan 
2011-13’. The Palestinian Authority is currently assessing progress at the country 
level against commitments under the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness. We 
expect this report to be published soon. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120322/text/120322w0
001.htm#120322103000005  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120322/text/120322w0001.htm#12032290000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120322/text/120322w0001.htm#12032290000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120322w0001.htm#12032273000127
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120322w0001.htm#12032273000127
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120322/text/120322w0001.htm#120322103000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120322/text/120322w0001.htm#120322103000005
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Gaza 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made 
to the Government of Israel about the recent killing of civilians in Gaza as a result of 
Israeli military activity.[HL16450] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We remain concerned about civilian casualties in Gaza during the 
recent air strikes by the Israeli military, as well as from indiscriminate firing of 
rockets into Israel by Palestinian militant groups. 
On 12 March 2012, following the Israeli air-strikes on Gaza and rocket attacks by 
Palestinian militant groups on Israel, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for 
North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) released the following statement: 
"I am deeply concerned by the recent escalation of violence in Gaza and southern 
Israel. I condemn any attacks targeting civilians. I urge all sides to exercise 
restraint, re-establish calm and avoid any further civilian casualties". 
The incidents on 9-12 March 2012 represent a worrying escalation of violence. 
Reports indicate that 30 air-strikes were undertaken by the Israeli Defence Force; 
and 212 rockets and mortars were launched from the Gaza Strip by Palestinian 
militant groups, with 95 landing in Israel. At least eight Israelis were injured; 26 
Palestinians were killed, and several tens of Palestinians injured. 
There has been an ongoing low level of violence since then, but we are not aware 
of further casualties. 
Our officials are continuing to monitor the situation closely and to make 
representations as appropriate. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
the deaths of, and serious casualties inflicted on, civilians in (1) Gaza, and (2) southern 
Israel as a result of military activity across the border between those areas in the past 
three months.[HL16451] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We remain concerned about civilian casualties during 
the recent air strikes on Gaza by the Israeli military, as well as from the 
indiscriminate firing of rockets into Israel by Palestinian militant groups. 
The United Nations Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN 
OCHA) produce a detailed breakdown of Israeli-Palestinian conflict related 
casualties every month for the UN OCHA humanitarian monitor report, these can 
be found at: www.ochaopt.org. 
The United Nations report that there were two Israelis injured in January 2012; 
figures for February 2012 are not yet available. Reports indicate that during 9-12 
March 2012, 30 air-strikes were undertaken by the Israeli Defence Force on 
Gaza; and 212 rockets and mortars were launched from the Gaza Strip by 
Palestinian militant groups, with 95 landing in Israel. At least eight Israelis were 
injured; 26 Palestinians were killed, and several tens of Palestinians injured. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120322w0001.htm#120
32273000120  

 
 

European Commission 

EU–Israel aviation agreement: Israel joins Europe in aviation 
Israel and the European Union have finalized negotiations on a comprehensive aviation 
agreement … [that] will gradually open up and integrate the respective markets, 
strengthen cooperation and offer new opportunities for industry, including airlines, and 
consumers. … 
As a result of the agreement, all EU airlines will be able to operate direct flights to Israel 
from  anywhere  in the  EU and  Israeli  carriers will be able to  operate  flights to  airports  
 

http://www.ochaopt.org/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120322w0001.htm#12032273000120
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120322w0001.htm#12032273000120
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throughout the EU. The EU–Israel air transport market will be opened gradually so that by 
the start of the summer season in 2017, the market will be fully open with no restrictions 
on the number of weekly flights between Israel and the EU. … 
In parallel to gradually opening up the respective markets, the agreement also aims to 
integrate Israel into a wider Common Aviation Area with the EU. Israel will implement 
regulatory requirements and standards equivalent to EU aviation rules in areas such as 
aviation safety, environment, consumer protection, including passenger rights, air traffic 
management, economic regulation, competition issues and social aspects. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/307&format=HTML&age
d=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

FRA survey of Jewish people’s experiences and perceptions of antisemitism 
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-Factsheet-survey-antisemitism_EN.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
 

Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 
2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/307&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/307&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-Factsheet-survey-antisemitism_EN.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/
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Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
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