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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

'Challenge it, report it, stop it' – fight against hate crime launched 
A plan to crackdown on the hatred that ruins people's lives was launched today. … Under 
the banner of 'challenge it, report it, stop it', the plan outlines how the government will 
support local areas in tackling the problem, and highlights the need to provide more 
support to victims and give them the confidence to come forward and report incidents. 
The plan focuses on three key themes: 

 preventing hate crime 
 increasing reporting 
 improving responses. 

Lynne Featherstone said: 'Hate crime has devastating consequences for victims and their 
families, and also divides communities.  We must all stand up and confront this 
despicable behaviour. Hate crime is unacceptable in a civilised society and we owe it to 
victims and their families to carry on the fight against hatred.' 
The plan covers a range of issues from tackling school bullying, challenging negative 
stereotypes and addressing racial, religious, disability, homophobic and transgender hate 
crimes. It also covers improving data, sharing good practice among local areas and 
issuing new guidance for police officers.  
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/hate-crime  

 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Funding: Community buildings, places of worship and faith groups 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/research/bus-assembly-research-
publications/education-culture/faq11-
005.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=Funding%3A%20Community%20buildings%2C%20places%20
of%20worship%20and%20faith%20groups%20-%20Constituent%20factsheet  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
representations he has made to the Israeli Government over water supply policies in the 
Jordan Valley. [98794] 

Mr Duncan: The fair and effective distribution of shared water resources across 
the middle east is of great concern to the UK. We have regular discussions with 
the Israeli authorities on the issue of access to water in the occupied Palestinian 
Territories, including the Jordan Valley. I raised this issue in June 2011 during my 
visit to the occupied Palestinian Territories and it was most recently raised by the 
British embassy in January 2012. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120313/text/120313w0
003.htm#1203141000023  
 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they are aware of the 
proceedings of the International Conference for the Defence of Occupied Jerusalem 
recently held under the auspices of the Emir of Qatar; and whether they will take any 
steps to prevent any artificial alterations to the status and demographic balance of East 
Jerusalem.[HL16155] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are concerned about Israeli actions in East Jerusalem, which we 
consider to be occupied territory, including those that have the potential to affect 
the city's status and demographic balance. We will continue to make clear these 
concerns to the Israeli authorities and the Municipality of Jerusalem, both 
bilaterally and in co-operation with our European Union partners. 
A solution to Jerusalem must be sought as part of a negotiated settlement 
between the Israelis and the Palestinians, in a way that enables Jerusalem to be a 
shared capital for both the Israeli and Palestinian states. The solution must allow 
for all those people for whom Jerusalem means so much, to access and enjoy it. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120313w0001.htm#120
31372000769  
 

Palestinians 
Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
representations he has made to the Israeli government on the reduction in permitted 
fishing off the coast of Gaza. [98795] 

Mr Duncan: The UK regularly makes representations at both ministerial and 
official level to the Government of Israel on the urgent need to ease restrictions on 
Gaza. Most recently, the Secretary of State for International Development, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Sutton Coldfield (Mr Mitchell), and the Minister 
for the Middle East, my hon. Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire 
(Alistair Burt), discussed these issues during visits to the region in December 
2011 and January 2012. 
As part of our engagement with the Israeli authorities, we frequently emphasise 
the impact restrictions have had on industry in Gaza. Alongside our EU 
colleagues, we have urged Israel to extend the fishing zone from three to twenty 
nautical miles, as stipulated in the Oslo Accords. 

Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
representations he has made to the Israeli government on ending restrictions on exports 
from Gaza. [98796] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120313/text/120313w0003.htm#1203141000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120313/text/120313w0003.htm#1203141000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120313w0001.htm#12031372000769
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120313w0001.htm#12031372000769
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Mr Duncan: The UK has made it clear to the Israeli Government that more needs 
to be done to meet its commitments to ease restrictions on exports, as agreed 
with the Quartet Representative in February 2011. This includes lifting restrictions 
on the transfer of goods to the West Bank and exports to Israel, which form 
Gaza's traditional markets. We continue to raise this issue regularly at both official 
and ministerial level, including in recent visits to the region by the Secretary of 
State for International Development, my right hon. Friend the Member for Sutton 
Coldfield (Mr Mitchell), and the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire 
(Alistair Burt). 

Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
assessment he has made of the level of unemployment in Gaza. [98797] 

Mr Duncan: According to the latest figures from the Palestinian Central Bureau of 
Statistics, overall unemployment in Gaza declined from 38% in 2010 to 26% in the 
second quarter of 2011. Youth unemployment has declined over the same period, 
but remains very high at 38% for 15 to 29-year-olds. We are concerned that this 
upward trend in employment is unsustainable. Many of those now employed are 
working in short-term jobs created as a result of a construction boom fuelled by 
trade through the Hamas-controlled tunnels and a modest increase in 
international reconstruction projects. Overall labour force participation remains 
very low at less than 40%. 
UK aid is supporting over 340 companies in Gaza to generate jobs for over 1,900 
unemployed Gazans. We continue to urge the Israeli Government to ease 
movement and access restrictions on Gaza to support the rebuilding of the Gazan 
economy and improve access to work for ordinary Gazans. 

Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
estimate he has made of the number of Gazans dependent on food aid. [98798] 

Mr Duncan: According to the latest figures from the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN-OCHA), 66% of Gazans depend either 
entirely or partly on food aid. Over the next four years, UK aid will provide food 
vouchers to 5,750 poor households and temporary work opportunities to 5,300 
vulnerable refugees each year to enable them to meet their basic food needs. We 
continue to call on the Israeli Government to ease movement and access 
restrictions to enable the rebuilding of the Gazan economy and to reduce aid 
dependency. 

Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
discussions he has had with the Egyptian authorities on the full opening of the Rafah 
crossing into Gaza. [98799] 

Mr Duncan: During his visit to Egypt in May 2011, the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), discussed the relaxation of the Rafah crossing 
controls with the then Egyptian Foreign Minister, Nabil al-Arabi. Following these 
discussions, the UK welcomed the decision by Egypt on 27 May 2011 to partially 
ease restrictions on the movement of people through the Rafah crossing. 
However, Rafah is not suitable for commercial goods or large amounts of 
humanitarian aid. We are clear that the key to the economic regeneration of Gaza 
is the easing of restrictions at the Israeli crossings into Gaza, including for 
exports, construction material imports and the movement of people. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120313/text/120313w0
003.htm#1203141000024  
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Northern Ireland Assembly Debate 

Ballycastle: Hotels 
5.45  Mr Storey: … Regrettably, in the same week that this issue is being debated to try 
to promote Ballycastle and to paint its positives, Moyle District Council considered it more 
appropriate to pass a resolution linking Ballycastle with Gaza 

 

6.15  D McIlveen: … I believe that Moyle District Council is going down a very dangerous 
road and sending out a very negative message in what it is trying to pursue with the 
twinning project. We are not deviating off the point. We are looking at how we can 
encourage tourists to come into the area. Whether we like it or not, the reality is that, in 
the past 48 hours, 60 rockets have been fired from Gaza into Israel, one of which hit a 
school, which, only by the grace of God, was empty at the time. Is that really the type of 
place that we want to associate ourselves with? Do we really want to send out the 
message to potential tourists that those are the people and that is the place that we want 
to partner with? Moyle District Council has to be very careful. It has a responsibility to 
send out the right message. … 

 

Mr Allister: … the council has scored a massive own goal with the preposterous decision 
that was made in the face of the advice that it was given and the knowledge that it was 
wholly divisive and would be prejudicial to the image of Ballycastle and of Moyle. Driven 
by the chairman no less, the council has insisted on a ludicrous twinning with Gaza. That 
insistence of twinning with the Hamas-led Gaza council, driven through by one 
community against the wishes of the other, has brought and will bring increasing 
opprobrium upon the council. That tells me that Moyle Council is sadly not motivated, as I 
would like it to be, by the overriding desire that could manifest itself in tourist and 
commercial success through a new hotel. It seems to have a different agenda, and last 
night’s narrow decision was an indication of a very wrong-headed approach that does 
much damage. … 

 

6.30  Mrs Foster (The Minister of Enterprise, Trade and Investment): … I question — 
that is all I will do — the sensitivity and sensibility of twinning Ballycastle with an area with 
great safety and security issues. As the Minister for tourism, I am trying … to challenge 
many of the global perceptions of Northern Ireland. Therefore, I question whether 
twinning with Gaza would send out a positive message about Ballycastle and Northern 
Ireland. It runs contrary to what we are trying to do with those global perceptions. … 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Reports-11-12/13-
March-2012/#a9  
 

 

Ballymoney and Moyle Times 

Council approve ‘twinning’ with Gaza 
Ballycastle-based Moyle District Council split down the middle last night (Monday March 
12) as they pressed ahead with a controversial decision to officially ‘twin’ with the Gaza 
strip. Seven councillors including Sinn Fein, SDLP and Independent nationalist 
councillors voted for the move to secure a 7-6 victory as one Independent joined with 
DUP, UUP and TUV councillors to vote against. The twinning has been promoted by 
Independent Council Chairperson Padraig McShane who says it is on humanitarian 
grounds. But Ulster Unionist Joan Baird said twinning with a “war zone” in an “overt 
political way” will be divisive in Moyle and she said if people want to give humanitarian 
aid to Gaza they could do so through recognised international agencies. 
http://www.ballymoneytimes.co.uk/news/local/council-approve-twinning-with-gaza-1-
3617346  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 
2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
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