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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Assisted Dying 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120213-
0002.htm#12021316000099  

 
 

Crown Prosecution Service 

Stronger CPS cases in hate crime lead to increase in guilty pleas 
The CPS is prosecuting more hate crimes, more successfully and with more defendants 
pleading guilty than ever before. 
As the CPS publishes its Hate crimes and crimes against older people report 2010-11, 
the Director of Public Prosecutions, Keir Starmer QC, said: "All crime is unacceptable but 
offences that are driven by hostility or hatred based on personal characteristics are 
particularly damaging to any civilised society. … 
In 2008-09, there were 9,035 guilty pleas out of a total of 10,690 convictions and 13,030 
prosecutions overall relating to hate crime. In 2009-10 this went up to 9,700 guilty pleas, 
11,405 convictions and 13,921 prosecutions. In 2010-11 there were 10,823 guilty pleas 
out of 12,651 convictions and 15,284 prosecutions overall. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/press_releases/stronger_cps_cases_in_hate_crime_lead_to
_increase_in_guilty_pleas/  
 
Hate crimes and crimes against older people report 2010-11 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/cps_hate_crime_report_2011.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government, in the light of the expansion of 
Israeli settlements,  what discussions they have had in Ramallah concerning the future of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120213-0002.htm#12021316000099
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120213-0002.htm#12021316000099
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/press_releases/stronger_cps_cases_in_hate_crime_lead_to_increase_in_guilty_pleas/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/press_releases/stronger_cps_cases_in_hate_crime_lead_to_increase_in_guilty_pleas/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/cps_hate_crime_report_2011.pdf
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Palestinians in the West Bank and the funding of the Palestinian Authority.[HL15400] 
The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Continued systematic settlement construction by Israel in disputed 
territory in the Occupied Palestinian Territory makes it ever harder to achieve the 
common goal of international efforts: a contiguous state of Palestine side-by-side 
with a secure Israel, with Jerusalem as a shared capital. We regularly raise the 
issue of settlement expansion with the Israeli authorities, as well as discuss its 
impact with representatives of the Palestinian Authority. 
The remains committed to continuing to assist the Palestinians to tackle poverty, 
build institutions and develop their economy. We recently re-affirmed UK support 
for the Palestinian people, including the Department for International 
Development's financial assistance, at top level during the visit by Palestinian 
President Abbas to the UK on 16 and 17 January 2012. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will take action in 
support of the statement of the Deputy Special Co-ordinator of the Middle East Peace 
Process, Mr Maxwell Gaylard, that "the current policy and practice of demolitions (in the 
occupied West Bank) ... should end".[HL15401] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: It is a well established UK view that house demolitions 
and the eviction of Palestinians from their homes are deeply unhelpful when the 
focus should be on confidence-building steps with the aim of giving momentum to 
negotiations between the Israelis and the Palestinians towards a two-state 
solution. 
The UK continues to lobby Israel regularly on issues relating to house demolitions 
and settlement building, along with our European Union partners. We view any 
attempts to change the facts on the ground as a provocation likely to raise 
tensions and cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as well as 
being harmful to the peace process and in contravention of international law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120213w0001.htm#120
2135000588  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel on enforcing the law against Israeli civilians who 
commit crimes against Palestinians; and in particular regarding the investigation into the 
death of Yousef Ikhlayl, who was shot while working on his farmland on 28 January 
2011.[HL15399] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Our officials in Israel regularly raise concerns with the Israeli 
authorities that Israeli citizens (including settlers) and Palestinians are treated 
differently by the Israeli judicial system. We call on all authorities and other groups 
in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories to do all they can to prevent loss 
of innocent life, to bring the perpetrators of crimes to justice and to reduce current 
tensions.  We are aware of the tragic and unnecessary death of Mr Yousef Ikhlayl, 
a young man aged 17, on 28 January 2011, which is a clear demonstration of the 
terrible impact of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
As the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) 
said in his statement of 17 December 2011 on settler violence: "The package of 
measures announced by Prime Minister Netanyahu in response to settler violence 
is a welcome step forward. We look forward to seeing the results of these 
measures, and to seeing those behind the violence punished under law". 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they support the appeal of the 
Secretary General of the United Nations on 1 February for goodwill gestures by Israel 
towards the Palestinians; and whether they will discuss with him and the Government of 
Israel how such measures might be implemented. [HL15402] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120213w0001.htm#1202135000588
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120213w0001.htm#1202135000588
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Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK strongly supports the appeal of the Secretary 
General of the United Nations for goodwill gestures by Israel towards the Palestinians. 

We have welcomed the efforts of King Abdullah of Jordan and Jordanian Foreign 
Minister, Nasser Judeh, to bring the parties together under the framework of the 
quartet statement of 23 September 2011. We call on both sides to seize this 
opportunity and show the political leadership and courage needed to make 
progress towards a negotiated two-state solution. 
In our regular contact with key international partners, including quartet members 
(the United Nations, United States, European Union and Russia), as well as 
directly with the parties, we continue to push the need for both the Israelis and 
Palestinians to refrain from unhelpful actions, to build confidence through 
continued engagement in the Amman talks and to consider how best to implement 
any measures agreed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120213w0001.htm#120
2135000587  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether, in their discussions with 
the Government of Israel on access restrictions to Gazan farmland, they have raised the 
issue of access to farmland being prohibited by live fire from remotely controlled weapon 
stations containing machine guns, as detailed in the United Nations Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs, occupied Palestinian territories report Between the 
Fence and a Hard Place.[HL15397] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK frequently raises with the Israeli authorities our concerns on 
the impact of restrictions on Gaza, urging Israel to comply with her international 
obligations. The UK continues to lobby Israel to ease such restrictions, including 
on exports, construction material imports and movement of people to improve the 
lives of the Gazan people. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) 
most recently raised issues relating to Gaza during the visit to the UK by Israeli 
Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon on 18 January 2012. 
We have not raised the specific issue of access restrictions to farmland. We are 
considering with our European Union partners what further action can be taken. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel concerning re-opening Israeli markets to cash crops grown 
by Gazan farmers.[HL15398] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK frequently raises with the Israeli authorities 
our concerns on the impact of restrictions on Gaza, urging Israel to comply with 
her international obligations. The UK continues to lobby Israel to ease such 
restrictions, including on exports, construction material imports and movement of 
people to improve the lives of the Gazan people. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) 
most recently raised issues relating to Gaza during the visit to the UK by Israeli 
Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon on 18 January 2012. 
We have not raised the specific issue of cash crops grown by Gazan farmers. We 
are considering with our European Union partners what further action can be 
taken. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120213w0001.htm#120
2135000585  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120213w0001.htm#1202135000587
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United Nations 

Calling for end to provocations, Ban says Israel and Palestinians must restore trust 
Israel and the Palestinians must cease provocations and take concrete steps to restore 
trust and create a conducive environment for direct talks, Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon stressed today, pledging to do everything in his power to help the parties advance 
the peace process. 
“The status quo is unsustainable. All efforts must be made towards a positive change,” 
Mr. Ban said in remarks to the 2012 session of the UN Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. … 
Israel’s continued settlement activity is a major obstacle and prejudices final status 
issues. … “It is time to realize the legitimate rights and aspirations of the people of 
Palestine and the people of Israel,” said Mr. Ban … 
For its part, the Palestinian Authority should also find ways to de-escalate the situation, 
improve the divisive climate, including by combating incitement, and engage directly in 
the search for a negotiated solution … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41224&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice  
(closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=5856
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41224&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/
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Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
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