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Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly Questions 
Racial Extremism 

2.15  Mohammad Asghar: Will the Minister outline what discussions he has had with 
police authorities across Wales to curb racial extremism. OAQ(4)0096(LGC) 

Carl Sargeant: Following the publication of the revised UK Prevent strategy, I met 
with the police authorities last July, when we discussed the partnership approach 
being taken in Wales to combat extremism through CONTEST Board Wales. 

Mohammad Asghar: Recently, there has been a surge in extremism in local mosques 
across Wales. I must commend Gwent Police for the superb job that it is doing so far in 
protecting places of worship. However, there is an ongoing threat among the Muslim 
communities in South Wales East that certain extremist groups are infiltrating mosques 
and trying to overturn the existing ruling bodies responsible for the mosque if they do not 
adhere to their extreme views. Recently in Cardiff, there was a raid in the mosques to 
stop these— …  
Mohammad Asghar: Has the Welsh Government put a plan in place for all the Welsh 
police authorities to ensure that religious extremism is curbed, as it is important to protect 
Muslims and non-Muslims from fanatics who give such a peace-loving faith a bad 
reputation in Wales? 

Carl Sargeant: The Welsh Government has invested heavily in programmes to 
support resilience in communities, preventing and tackling extremism. There is no 
place for extremism in Wales, and I will continue to work with all agencies, 
including the police authorities, to deal with this matter. 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop.htm?act=dis&id=230395&ds=2%2F2012#q2  
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Israel 
House of Lords Debate 

Gaza 
includes: 
col 318  Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government what arrangements they have 
in place to monitor the impact on humanitarian aid for the population of Gaza of the 
blockade by the Government of Israel; and what representations they have made  to the 
Government of Israel about the blockade. …  Three  years  ago,  the  Israeli  military was  
 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=230395&ds=2%2F2012#q2
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=230395&ds=2%2F2012#q2
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conducting Operation Cast Lead that took the lives of over 1,000 Palestinians, razed 
whole neighbourhoods to the ground in East Gaza and destroyed many Palestinian 
factories. … Since Cast Lead, Israel has occupied Gaza's territorial waters, leaving only 
three nautical miles for Palestinian fishermen, although the Oslo agreement provided for 
18 nautical miles. Fishermen who approach the boundary are liable to be shot, detained 
or sprayed. Israel has also created a military buffer zone on Gaza's northern and eastern 
borders which it is estimated has confiscated 30 per cent of Gaza's arable farming land. 
People are regularly shot at and sometimes killed in this buffer zone. … Israel has 
seriously restricted the flow of goods and people in and out of Gaza. … Israel has 
imposed a tightening blockade on Gaza that has effectively created the largest open-air 
prison in the world and represents a collective punishment of Gaza's civilians. …  
In 2000, only about 10 per cent of the population was dependent on humanitarian aid. 
Now it is about 75 per cent. … 
I carry no torch for Hamas but it did win a fair and democratic election in 2006. … Does 
the Minister not think that the time has come for the international community to take a 
more robust stance with Israel over its conduct in Gaza? … 

 

col 321  Lord Parekh: … We think in terms of putting pressure on Governments. My own 
experience of India's policy in Kashmir, to which I was strongly opposed, convinces me 
that no Government can put pressure on another Government. … I have more or less 
completely given up on our own Government, the quartet or the international community 
putting pressure on Israel. Even if they did … I do not think they have much chance of 
success. They would simply force the Israeli Government to become more intransigent 
and more uncompromising. 
Ultimately, the pressure has to come from within the country itself and from those of us 
outside who wish Israel well and whose record of standing up for it from time to time is 
beyond reproach. … ultimately it is not only those of us who are well disposed to Israel 
but the great Jewish community, with its enormously impressive record of fighting against 
all forms of injustice, which will have to make its voice more loudly heard than seems to 
have been the case so far. …  

 

col 322  Lord Bew: … as is so often said in this House, there is an issue in the Middle 
East about proportionality and, quite rightly, I have heard many Members of your 
Lordships' House raise issues about the proportionate nature of Israel's response. 
However, to be proportional is also a requirement on this House. Since 2009 there have 
been 200 Questions asked about Israel, predominantly critical; not one in which the lead 
Question even mentions Hamas or displays any curiosity about Hamas, still less about 
the role of Iran in the region. …  

 

Lord Patten: … while I certainly do not assert that I see no blockades, I certainly see 
some facts. In 2011, Israel issued 3,893 medical permits for Gazan children to go to be 
treated in the West Bank or Israel itself, according to parental choice. On aid and trade, 
2012 opened with more than 85,000 tonnes of civilian goods being delivered to Gaza 
through the Kerem Shalom crossing between 1 and 9 January alone. On average, about 
47,000 tonnes are delivered each week, with horticultural and agricultural goods of high 
quality such as flowers, strawberries and tomatoes going in the other direction …  
Civilian goods do flow but they flow in parallel with a real blockade against arms, 
munitions and some dual-use materials that can be misused, exactly the kind of blockade 
we would be employing to protect the United Kingdom if we suffered persistent attack 
from some near neighbours …  

 

col 325  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill:  … this Question for Short Debate … is significant 
not only for what he asks but for what he does not ask and for the way in which the 
question is phrased … The question seeks to put any blame on the state of Israel. When 
the Minister replies, I hope that he will also address the real sufferings of the peoples of 
Gaza because of the policies and belligerence of Hamas and Islamic Jihad. …  
Israel's actions are a reaction to a real threat to Israel's security by groups in Gaza  which  

deny Israel's right to exist and threaten the lives of Israeli citizens-Jew and non-Jew alike- 
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on a daily basis. Since Israel withdrew from Gaza six years ago, withdrawing and 
removing from Gaza every single Israeli settler, terrorists have fired more than 7,000 
rockets and mortars into Israel.  

 

col 327  Lord Janner of Braunstone: … Israel is the only long-standing democracy in 
the whole of the Middle East … it continues to play an important role in the international 
community. It is a bridge between Europe and the Middle East, and the instability of the 
region has always been a major problem for Israel. … Israel's security must remain 
paramount, and it cannot and should not be expected to put its citizens at risk. …  

 

col 328  Baroness Tonge: … Lord Turnberg, said that this debate was becoming 
polarised, and indeed it is. It is dividing between those who have been to Gaza, some of 
us several times, and those who have not and therefore have not seen for themselves 
what is going on. I would say to those noble Lords who complain about rockets "raining" 
down on Israel-in fact, there are very few at the moment-that if they want to stop those 
rockets, lift the siege of Gaza, stop the blockade and recognise the legitimately elected 
Government of the Palestinians, which includes Hamas. …  

 

col 329  Lord Judd: … We hear about the constant bombardments of Israel being 
carried out by elements in Gaza. These cannot be condoned, but every day there is 
ruthless aggression against the people of Gaza-that is the reality. … Aggression in any 
form is not acceptable, but we must recognise that we cannot be held to ransom by the 
repeated veto by the United States … 

 

Lord Pannick: … people outside this House may be puzzled at the fact that, as the 
latest example of appalling state violence in the Arab world continues in Syria, noble 
Lords are yet again debating criticisms of Israel. We do this with astonishing regularity; 
we do it even though Israel is one of the few countries in the world, and certainly the only 
country in the Middle East, which protects freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the 
rule of law and democracy for all its citizens. These criticisms are made … simply without 
any recognition that Israel is a country whose enemies are seeking to bomb its civilians 
into oblivion. Such a country is entitled to defend itself by seeking to prevent, as Israel 
does, the transport of weapons. …  

 

col 331  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): … The Government agree that the restrictions on movements of goods and 
people, including access to agricultural and fishing areas, do tremendous damage to the 
economy and living standards of ordinary people in Gaza. … we will continue to press 
the Israeli Government at ministerial and official levels to ease access restrictions. When 
I say we will continue to press them, we maintain an almost daily and continuous 
pressure and seek responses. … 
… we understand Israel's legitimate security concerns over Gaza. One could not fail to 
understand the facts when one sees the amount of rocketry that continues. However, the 
current restrictions are ineffective in stopping the flow of illicit goods into Gaza. … these 
goods enter anyway through the tunnels and thereby generate income for Hamas. … In 
the Government's view, any easing would strengthen the moderates in Gaza and lower 
the dependency of the population on Hamas. …  
… the longer-term answer to the problems faced by the people of Gaza, and the rest of 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories, lies in reconciliation. That includes reconciliation 
between Fatah and Hamas, resulting in free and fair elections in 2012 and the formation 
of a new Palestinian Authority composed of independent figures who will continue the 
excellent work on state-building and uphold the quartet principles. We welcome recent 
moves in this direction. …  
We also welcome the aim of reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians. … We will 
continue to do all we can to support and encourage negotiations which lead to a 
sovereign, viable and contiguous Palestinian state, living in peace and security alongside 
a safe and secure Israel and its other neighbours in the region. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120208-
0002.htm#12020852000232  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120208-0002.htm#12020852000232
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120208-0002.htm#12020852000232
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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gaza 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government what contact they have had with the 
Government of Israel regarding the effect of Israel's blockade of Gaza on children's 
health. 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, the UK Government are very concerned about 
the impact of movement and access restrictions on the health of children in Gaza. 
We regularly press the Israeli authorities on the need to ease restrictions and to 
address the humanitarian situation. My right honourable friend the Secretary of 
State for International Development raised these issues during his recent visit. 

Lord Warner: … Is she aware that only 5 per cent of the water coming out of Gazan 
children's taps is drinkable and the rest is not? Gastroenteritis is endemic among children 
in Gaza, about 70 per cent of whom are anaemic. Is she also aware that doctors working 
in the main hospital claim that about 500 people have died as a result of the shortage of 
basic medication, many of whom are children? Can we not approach the Israeli 
Government with a greater sense of urgency to secure a change in the situation of these 
children who are being collectively punished? 

Baroness Northover: I have been replying to the noble Lord on the issue of 
water so I am extremely well aware of the situation. We are very concerned about 
the situation in Gaza and it is a tragedy that people are living in such 
circumstances. Thirty-eight per cent of Gazans live in poverty, 66 per cent depend 
on food aid, and, indeed, 90 per cent of mains water is unfit to drink. We are 
pressing the Israeli authorities all the time to try to address these problems. 

Lord Avebury: My Lords, last week representations about this were made even by the 
UN Secretary-General, which demonstrates once again the futility of all efforts by the 
international community to alleviate, let alone to resolve, the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. 
Can my noble friend tell the House what replies we have received to our repeated 
representations to the Israeli Government? In particular, will the Israelis facilitate the 
onward delivery of $1.5 million-worth of medical supplies which were landed in the port of 
Ashdod by a Turkish aid agency last Saturday? 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, the important thing is to seek a political 
resolution. It is only following that that some of these problems will properly be 
addressed. My noble friend is right to highlight some of the problems that are 
occurring at the moment. We have to emphasise yet again that it is in Israel's 
future interest to make sure that these problems are properly addressed and that 
it will never be secure while this situation continues. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, is the Minister aware that medical supplies for Gaza are 
shipped by Israel to the Ministry of Health in the West Bank, which then has to deliver 
them to Gaza? There is considerable mistrust and poor communication between the two 
ministries of health, and that is one of the main causes of the delay in the transfer of 
medical supplies. Is she aware of that? 

Baroness Northover: I am aware of that. The noble Lord is right that the division 
between Gaza and the West Bank, both geographically and politically, is indeed 
playing a part here. We urge all sides to co-operate together to ensure that 
medicines get across and do get into Gaza. 

Baroness Deech: Is the Minister aware that around 300 Questions have been tabled 
during this Session on Israel, Gaza and the associated areas, with, sadly, little effect? 
We have had only around 20 Questions on Iran, 30 on Syria and only one relating to the 
Arab spring. Is the Minister confident that this House is seeing the widespread crises 
throughout the Middle East in perspective and that British representations on Gaza are 
set in the context of the whole area? I find it very odd-maybe other Members do as well-
that we have not had a debate on the Arab spring. 

Baroness Northover: The noble Baroness is right  to  flag  up  problems  in  other  
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areas across the region. All these issues need to be addressed, and of course 
what happens between the Israelis and the Palestinians also plays out in those 
other areas. It is extremely important that we seize these issues right across the 
region. 

Lord Eden of Winton: My Lords, in her reply my noble friend referred to representations 
that the British Government have been making to the Government of Israel on this issue. 
That frequently is the form of reply which is given on many other issues relating to Gaza 
and Israel. Does Israel give assurances in response to those representations, and do Her 
Majesty's Government ever follow up any undertaking given by the Government of 
Israel? When are we going to have any positive action to redress this wrongdoing? 

Baroness Northover: The noble Lord is right: there is a lot of communication all 
the time. There have been some shifts-some of the restrictions on crossings have 
been lifted to some extent-but it is nowhere near what is required. Therefore, 
constant pressure is needed. However, I come back to one of my original points. It 
is necessary for both sides to see that it is in their long-term interest to find a 
political solution. It is only when we get people on to that path that we will start to 
crack some of the other problems. 

Lord Davies of Stamford: My Lords, is there not a ready solution available to hand? All 
that needs to happen in order for the remaining restrictions to be lifted is for the Hamas 
regime in Gaza to accept and adopt the quartet conditions; to accept existing 
agreements, including the Oslo accords; to recognise the state of Israel, and to abjure 
violence. Do the Government think that any of those suggestions are unreasonable; and 
if not, even though we do not have any relations with the Hamas regime directly, will they 
find a way of communicating that thought to it? 

Baroness Northover: The noble Lord's premise of a simple route rather defies 
the current situation. We welcome the reconciliation between the Palestinians, 
Hamas and Fatah, which we are monitoring very closely, and we welcome the 
moves towards elections. However, as the noble Lord and others will know, you 
have to take a balanced approach and recognise that one side will feel that you 
are not being fair if you demand X of them, and the other side likewise. That is 
why it is extremely important to try to bring the parties together and to seek a 
political solution which is in everybody's best interests. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120208-
0001.htm#12020840000843  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn (2717) Proposed EU legislation on financing of illegal activity in the 
West Bank – That this House welcomes the December 2011 Report by the EU Heads of 
Mission in Jerusalem and Ramallah, especially the proposal for appropriate EU 
legislation to prevent and discourage financial transactions in support of settlement 
activity; notes the UN Human Rights Council declaration that the Jerusalem Light Rail 
extension into East Jerusalem is in clear violation of international law and relevant United 
Nations Resolutions (Resolution 13/7 of 14 April 2010); and calls on the Government to 
facilitate and support effective EU legislation to ensure the cessation of EU finance for 
illegal Israeli settlements and that economic operators aiding and abetting the building, 
maintenance or servicing of illegal Israeli settlements be excluded from public contracts 
in the EU. 
The direct link the to the above motion is not yet available but it can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/120208e01.htm  

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120208-0001.htm#12020840000843
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120208-0001.htm#12020840000843
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/120208e01.htm
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United Nations 

General Assembly President calls for support for housing programme for 
Palestinians 
General Assembly President Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser today called on countries to 
throw their support behind a United Nations housing programme for Palestinians, 
stressing that it will enhance not only their living conditions but also prospects for peace 
in the region. 
The Special Human Settlements Programme, led by UN-Habitat, seeks to improve the 
human settlements conditions of the Palestinian people while simultaneously contributing 
to bring peace, security and stability to the region. … 
In his remarks, delivered by his Chef de Cabinet Mutlaq M. Al-Qahtani, Mr. Al-Nasser 
encouraged all relevant Palestinian institutions to “work in cooperation with UN-Habitat, 
to continue to undertake their development plans in Occupied East Jerusalem and the 
Jordan Valley.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41181&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century  
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 

http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=7142&catid=225&typeid=13
http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/66/statements/palestine080212.shtml
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41181&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
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Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice  
(closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 

TOP 
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