
 1

 

8 December 2011
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Holocaust 

Israel 

Other Relevant Information 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Q7. [85108] Jim Dobbin (Heywood and Middleton) (Lab/Co-op): Since the Education 
Act 1944, successive Governments have supported subsidised travel for students who 
live 3 miles or more from the faith school of their choice. Some local authorities are 
beginning to cut back on that financial support, and I do not think any Member in this 
House wants to see that happen. Can the Prime Minister encourage local authorities to 
embrace the spirit of the 1944 Act on this particular issue? 

The Prime Minister: The hon. Gentleman asks a very important question. I 
support school choice—parents having the ability to choose between schools—
and I also support faith schools. Indeed, I have chosen a faith school for my own 
children. So I will look very carefully at what he says and at what local authorities 
are doing, discuss it with the Education Secretary and see what we can do to 
enhance not only choice, but the faith-based education that many of our 
constituents choose. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111207/debtext/11120
7-0001.htm#11120739000012  

 
 

Ministry of Justice 

Clarke: Hate crime laws extended 
… People who murder disabled or transgender people in hate crime attacks will face life 
sentences with a starting point of 30 years, Justice Secretary Kenneth Clarke said today. 
The Ministry of Justice plans to amend the Criminal Justice Act 2003 so that murders 
motivated by hatred or hostility towards disabled or transgender people will have the 
same starting point as for murders aggravated by race, religion and sexual orientation. … 
The Act will also be updated so that where any offence is shown to be motivated by 
hostility towards the victim on the grounds of transgender, as well as race, religion, 
sexual orientation, and disability, sentences must be made more severe. … 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/features/feature081211.htm  
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Holocaust 

European Court of Human Rights 

Purchaser’s rights not violated by restitution of property to heirs of original owners 
forced to sell under Nazi regime 
… The case was brought by the purchaser of two shares in an estate under joint 
ownership, situated in Erfurt (Eastern Germany), which had previously belonged to 
Jewish owners who were forced to sell it under the Nazi regime. The applicant 
complained that, following the restitution of the land to the heirs of the original owners 
under the 1990 Property Act, he is entitled only to a small amount of compensation. … 
Mr Göbel did not contest the restitution of the disputed land as such, but maintained that 
the deprivation of his property was disproportionate on account of the very small amount 
of compensation to which he would be entitled at the end of the proceedings which are 
still pending. … 
Decision of the Court … 
… the Court found that Germany had not overstepped its margin of appreciation and had 
not failed to strike a fair balance between Mr Göbel’s property interests and the general 
interest of German society. There had accordingly been no violation of Article 1 of 
Protocol No. 1. … 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB861
42BF01C1166DEA398649&key=94695&sessionId=83124057&skin=hudoc-pr-
en&attachment=true  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mrs Main: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he is taking to urge the Israeli government to (a) lift the restrictions on aid to Gaza 
and (b) allow the free entry of medical equipment and drugs. [85008] 

Mr Bellingham: We are aware that from a list of 460 essential drugs, Gaza's 
Ministry of Health medical store is currently missing 170 items, including drugs 
used to strengthen the bones of cancer patients and other types of cancer-related 
drugs. 
According to an UN Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs report that 
was published in August 2011, as of the end of August, approximately one third of 
the items in the essential drug list and 27% of the medical disposable items were 
at "zero level" at the Central Drug Store in the Gaza Strip. These shortages 
directly affect the delivery of health services at facilities run by the Ministry of 
Health, which provide 40% of primary health care and 80% of hospital care 
services. 
We continue to work closely with the Quartet and EU partners, and to call on 
Israel to ease restrictions on access including access to humanitarian and medical 
supplies. Our ambassador in Tel Aviv raises these concerns regularly with Israeli 
authorities. It was also formally raised by the UK at the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee 
meeting of donors in New York on 18 September both in the plenary session and 
in bilateral meetings with the Israeli delegation in the margins of the main event. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111207/text/111207w0
001.htm#11120747000030  
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West Bank: Trees 
Mrs Main: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the removal of olive trees in the West Bank; and if he will 
assess the effects of such removals on the livelihood of Palestinian families. [85007] 

Mr Bellingham: The UK Government fully appreciate that attacks on olive groves 
are particularly painful to Palestinians, as the olive tree is both a national symbol 
and the sole source of income for many subsistence farmers. We have raised our 
concerns about these various issues with the Coordinator of Government 
Activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and with the Israeli Defence 
Force. Our staff at the British Consulate General in Jerusalem and British 
embassy in Tel Aviv will continue to raise these issues as appropriate. 
We view any attempts to change the facts on the ground as a serious provocation 
likely to raise tensions and cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, 
as well as being harmful to the peace process and in contravention of 
international law. We will continue to monitor the situation closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111207/text/111207w0
001.htm#11120747000033  

 
Gaza 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the 2.5 mile fishing limit imposed on Gaza 
fishermen.[HL13937] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK frequently raises with the Israeli authorities the issue of 
easing restrictions on Gaza, urging Israel to comply with her international 
obligations. Most recently, this was raised at ministerial level during the visit to the 
UK by Israeli Defence Minister Barak on 3 November 2011. Fishing limits off the 
coast of Gaza are part of the core messages we and European Union partners 
raise with the Israeli authorities. 
Gaza continues to have serious development challenges. There has been no 
fundamental change in the crossings regime and economic stagnation (although 
Israel's decision to move from a list of 120 permitted goods to a list of specific 
prohibited items was a positive step). We are clear that more needs to be done, 
including on easing restrictions on exports, construction material imports, the 
movement of people and an increase to fishing zones. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111207w0001.htm#111
20745000651  

 
 
Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-01529 Joe FitzPatrick: Fire Brigades Union Equipment from Dundee Arrives in 
Nablus—That the Parliament congratulates the Fire Brigades Union (FBU) on 
successfully delivering an out-of-service fire engine, 150 sets of fire kit, 20 sets of 
breathing apparatus, 80 fire helmets and leather fire boots as well as 100 pairs of fire 
gauntlets, all of which were generously donated to Dundee’s twin city, Nablus; notes the 
vital role played by Jim Malone, Gavin Barrie, John Docherty, Dave Kay and Steve 
Harman of the FBU who made the 2,500 mile journey across Europe; acknowledges 
the role played by Adly Yaish, the Mayor of Nablus, in enabling the engine to complete 
its journey from Haifa to Nablus, as well as what it believes was the 
indispensable support provided by Histadrut, the Palestinian General Federation 
of Trade Unions and the Nablus Municipality Fire Department in facilitating the delivery of 
what    it    understands    is    this     much-needed    equipment,    and    hopes    to   see  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111207/text/111207w0001.htm#11120747000033
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further collaboration between Dundee and Nablus over the years to come for 
the benefit of the citizens of both cities. 
The direct link to the above Motion is not yet available, but it can be read in 
the Business Bulletin at 
 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/BusinessBulletin/45070.
aspx 

 
 

European Union 

Statement by the spokesperson of EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on 
the attack on the mosque in Burqin in the West Bank 
… The High Representative condemns the attack against the mosque of Burqin village in 
the West Bank on 7 December 2011, in which a flaming tyre was thrown into the 
entrance of the mosque and the mosque's walls were sprayed with graffiti. Accountability 
and the rule of law are essential. Attacks against places of worship are particularly 
troubling. The EU calls on the Israeli authorities to investigate the attack and bring the 
perpetrators to justice. Provocative actions like this undermine efforts to promote peace 
in the region." 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/126643.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

CST 

Antisemitic Discourse in Britain in 2010 
http://www.thecst.org.uk/docs/Antisemitic_Discourse_Report_%202010.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
** Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/007/pro0070712p.1-7.html  
 

Bill as amended in Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0260/2012260.pdf  
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/BusinessBulletin/45070.aspx
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/007/pro0070712p.1-7.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0260/2012260.pdf
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Bill showing changes made in Public Bill Committee 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-public-bill-office/2010-11/compared-
bills/Daylight-Saving-111208.pdf  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html  
 
 
 
 

Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 

 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/BusinessBulletin/45068.aspx  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century 
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-
1911.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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