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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Entry Clearances: Overseas Students 
Anna Soubry: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps she is 
taking to ensure that genuine students from overseas will be able to continue to study 
theology at private colleges. [85197] 

Damian Green: My officials continue to discuss implementation of the student visa 
rules with theological colleges. The Government have been clear that genuine 
high quality educational institutions have nothing to fear from our reforms of 
student visas, which ensure that we can continue to attract the best students 
whose main motivation is study. No permanent limit has been placed on student 
visas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111206/text/111206w0
002.htm#11120665000017  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what actions they and their allies are 
taking to prevent violence by Israeli settlers in the West Bank.[HL13649] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We remain concerned about increasing incidents of 
settler violence. According to the United Nations Office for the Co-ordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, settler attacks have increased by 40 per cent in 2011 and by 
over 165 per cent compared to 2009. We welcome the stated commitment of the 
Israelis to bring perpetrators of settler violence to justice. 
Our ambassador to Tel Aviv raised our concerns most recently with the Israeli 
Defence Force on 17 November 2011 and encouraged the Israelis to bring the 
perpetrators to justice. Staff at our embassy discussed settler violence with the 
Israeli police and the Ministry of Justice in October. The Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth  Affairs,  my honourable  friend  

the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), regularly issues statements on 
issues relating  to  settlements,  including  price-tag  attacks,  most  recently  on  3  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111206/text/111206w0002.htm#11120665000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111206/text/111206w0002.htm#11120665000017
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October 2011. We are continuing to work with our European Union partners to 
raise issues relating to settlements and to monitor the situation closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111206w0001.htm#111
20643000356  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary expresses concern at Israeli legislation on Non-Governmental 
Organisations 
Foreign Secretary William Hague has spoken after proposals in the Israeli Knesset to 
pass legislation that would restrict foreign funding to Non-Governmental Organisations. 
Speaking today the Foreign Secretary said: “Britain is deeply concerned by proposals to 
pass legislation in the Israeli Knesset that would limit foreign funding of NGOs. This 
would have a serious impact on projects funded from the UK and elsewhere to support 
universal rights and values and would be seen as undermining the democratic principles 
the Israeli state is founded on. While the passing of legislation is a matter for the Israeli 
Knesset, we strongly call upon all involved to reconsider this move and for the Israeli 
Government to make clear its own opposition to it” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=703012782  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-01505 Jim Hume: A Democratic Future for Gaza—That the Parliament 
recognises that the Council for European Palestinian Relations recently led its largest 
humanitarian delegation yet to the Gaza Strip, consisting of around 100 delegates from 
across the political spectrum from 40 countries; understands that around 1.6 million 
people are besieged in the Gaza Strip with insufficient supplies of medicine in the area 
and that, according to the World Health Organization, the water supply is far below 
standard and deteriorating; believes that the economy of the Gaza Strip and its health 
service are unable to continue with the current export and import ban on goods and that 
the ordinary day-to-day lives of individuals in the area are severely affected, with a 
high incidence of psychological problems arising; notes the demise of the Gazan fishing 
industry since the restrictions were imposed on its territorial waters; understands that 
young people in Gaza cannot leave the area for education or job opportunities; 
recognises the importance of the two main Palestinian political parties agreeing to have 
democratic elections in the spring of 2012, and calls on the international community to 
support those democratic aims and work toward ending the siege of Gaza. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-01505&ResultsPerPage=10 

 
 

European Investment Bank 

EUR 120 million for construction of a seawater desalination plant 
The European Investment Bank … announces the signing of a EUR 120 million finance 
contract relating to the design and construction of a seawater desalination plant using 
reverse osmosis technology in Ashdod, Israel. … The project will serve to substantially 
increase the availability of water resources in a water-scarce region through the 
construction of a plant with a production capacity of 100 million m3 per year … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.eib.org/projects/press/2011/2011-189-israel-eur-120-million-for-construction-
of-a-seawater-desalination-plant.htm?media=rss&language=en?lang=en  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111206w0001.htm#11120643000356
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111206w0001.htm#11120643000356
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=703012782
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-01505&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-01505&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.eib.org/projects/press/2011/2011-189-israel-eur-120-million-for-construction-of-a-seawater-desalination-plant.htm?media=rss&language=en?lang=en
http://www.eib.org/projects/press/2011/2011-189-israel-eur-120-million-for-construction-of-a-seawater-desalination-plant.htm?media=rss&language=en?lang=en
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United Nations 

Unemployment in Gaza remains high despite improved economy 
The rate of unemployment among refugees registered with the United Nations in the 
Gaza Strip in the occupied Palestinian territory stands at 33.8 per cent, indicating that 
their participation in the labour market has declined despite growth in the construction 
industry, a new report unveiled today indicates. 
The report … found that there were 1,430 more refugees employed in the public sector 
and about 18,670 in the private sector, a net gain of about 20,100 jobs. The rise in the 
number of jobs, however, did not keep up with the robust population growth in Gaza. … 
The report also found that there was a “surge in private employment” as a result of 
“expanded importation of much-needed building materials and other productive inputs.” 
The UN estimates that 46,500 tons of building materials came through the Kerem 
Shalom crossing from Israel into Gaza in September, whereas 90,000 tons came through 
the tunnels. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40648&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Labour market in the Gaza strip 
http://www.unrwa.org/userfiles/20111207970.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

NatCen Social Research 

British Social Attitudes Survey 
http://ir2.flife.de/data/natcen-social-
research/igb_html/index.php?bericht_id=1000001&index=&lang=ENG  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40648&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.unrwa.org/userfiles/20111207970.pdf
http://ir2.flife.de/data/natcen-social-research/igb_html/index.php?bericht_id=1000001&index=&lang=ENG
http://ir2.flife.de/data/natcen-social-research/igb_html/index.php?bericht_id=1000001&index=&lang=ENG
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
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** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111206-
0001.htm#11120644000422  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html  
 
 
 
 

Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 

 

Subordinate Legislation Committee Report 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/45058.aspx  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century 
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-
1911.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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