
 1

 

30 November 2011
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Foreign Affairs 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

Mitzvah Day wins Prime Minister’s Big Society Award 
Mitzvah Day, a national day of social action where thousands of people take part in 
hands on projects to support charities and build stronger communities, is the latest 
winner of the Prime Minister’s Big Society Award. Mitzvah Day was created in 2005 and 
this year over 150 local charity and community projects benefitted from people giving 
their time as part of the event. Based on the Jewish values of tikkun olam (repairing the 
world), tzedek (righteousness) and gemilut chassadim (acts of lovingkindness), the aim 
of the day is to reduce hardship and poverty and to help the environment. … This year’s 
event took place on Sunday 20 November with over 25,000 people donating over 50,000 
volunteering hours including: 

 Office staff from over 30 offices donating their lunch to homeless shelters and 
soup kitchens as part of the Give Away Your Lunch initiative 

 Over 100 people from four different synagogues helping to plant trees at 
Heartwood Forest near St Albans for the Woodland Trust 

 An estimated 40 tonnes of non-perishable goods and clothing were collected for a 
range of homeless and refugee charities 

Congratulating Mitzvah Day on the award, the Prime Minister said: “Mitzvah day is a 
fantastic initiative to inspire people to come together on one day and do something 
positive for their community. The results have been outstanding with projects all around 
the country benefitting from the support of over 25,000 thousand volunteers. … 
Accepting the award, Laura Marks, Chair of Mitzvah Day said: “Mitzvah Day is a great 
example of grass roots social action that works. Only six years old, the day is now not 
only firmly marked in the Jewish calendar, but is an important day in the calendar of 
schools, churches, mosques and other community groups. In 2011, Mitzvah Day 
volunteers racked up over 50,000 hours of volunteering and we are absolutely thrilled to 
have our efforts recognised with a Big Society Award from the Prime Minister. We are 
proud to partner with so many great charities and organisations and they share this 
award along with us.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/mitzvah-day-wins-prime-ministers-big-society-award/  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
12. Bob Blackman (Harrow East) (Con): What recent assessment he has made of the 
status of the middle east peace process; and if he will make a statement. [83294] 
13. Mr Rob Wilson (Reading East) (Con): What recent assessment he has made of the 
political situation in Palestine; and if he will make a statement. [83295] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): We continue to support the resumption of negotiations on a two-state 
solution, based on the timetable set out by the Quartet. Political will and 
leadership are needed from both sides to break the current impasse. We welcome 
the progress that the Palestinian Authority has made in building the institutions of 
a functioning state. We continue to call on Israel to revoke its decisions to 
withhold tax revenues and to accelerate the construction of settlements. We 
remain concerned about the impact of the restrictions on Gaza. 

Bob Blackman: I thank my right hon. Friend for that answer. Does he agree that it is 
time that the Palestinians returned to meaningful negotiations with the Israeli 
Government to ensure that there is a proper peaceful settlement, as we would all wish, 
rather than pursuing admission to the UN? 

Mr Hague: It is absolutely time for both sides to return to meaningful negotiations. 
The framework for that now exists, with the timetable set out by the Quartet at the 
end of September. Under that timetable, by 26 January both sides are meant to 
present their own substantive proposals on borders and security. I of course 
encourage the Palestinians to do that without preconditions, but I also encourage 
Israel to do so in a decisive and convincing manner. 

Mr Wilson: The humanitarian crisis is still ongoing in Gaza. What action is my right hon. 
Friend taking to support trade and the banking system, to help the economy grow, and to 
ensure that ordinary people have the basic services that they need for a decent life? 

Mr Hague: We are clear that more needs to be done on Gaza. Israel’s decision to 
move from a list of 120 permitted goods to a list of specific prohibited items was a 
positive step, but there has been no fundamental change in the crossings regime 
or in the economic stagnation of Gaza. We are working alongside our colleagues 
in the European Union to try to achieve some real changes on the ground, and 
that means helping Israel to meet its target of reaching pre-2007 levels of exports, 
with resumed access to traditional markets. 

Jeremy Corbyn (Islington North) (Lab): It is very hard to see how there can be any 
confidence in Israel’s proposals while the settlements continue, the settler roads and the 
wall continue to be built, there is not free movement of Palestinians on the west bank, 
and the encirclement of Gaza continues. Will the Foreign Secretary put real pressure on 
the Israeli Government not just to stop settlement building but to remove all the 
settlements from the west bank? 

Mr Hague: The Israeli Government are in no doubt about opinion in this country 
and the opinion of this Government about that. Settlements on occupied land are 
illegal. We are very clear about that and have condemned recent decisions to 
accelerate settlement building, and I condemn them again today. That is a 
mistake by Israel, which does not bring peace any closer or help us arrive at a 
two-state solution. The right approach for Israel now is to embrace the 
negotiations of which I have spoken, and to do so in a decisive and generous 
spirit. 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): The current situation on negotiations 
is that the Quartet has asked both sides to put forward proposals on security and 
borders. The Palestinians have put forward initial  proposals,  but  Israel  has  failed to do  
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so. If we get to 26 January, the end of that period, and settlements continue to be built 
and there has been no progress in negotiations, what will the Foreign Secretary’s view 
be of Palestine’s application for full membership of the United Nations? 

Mr Hague: There have been initial proposals from Palestinians, but both sides are 
required to present more substantive proposals by 26 January. If that does not 
happen and the Quartet process does not succeed, the peace process will be 
entering a new crisis and a very troubling and concerning phase. I do not want to 
anticipate now how we will react to that in future at the United Nations. I set out 
our current position in my statement of 9 November. 

Richard Ottaway (Croydon South) (Con): In view of the complete lack of trust between 
Israel and Palestine, we have to dig deep to find common ground between the two sides. 
Does my right hon. Friend agree that in the short term we should focus on confidence-
building measures to provide a platform for the resumption of negotiations in the future? 

Mr Hague: Yes, all confidence-building measures will be welcome; indeed, the 
Quartet and its representative Tony Blair have often worked on them. We would 
welcome such measures alongside the Quartet process of which I have been 
speaking, but we still have not seen any such measures in recent times. 

John Woodcock (Barrow and Furness) (Lab/Co-op): Has the Foreign Secretary ruled 
out accepting that Hamas can be part of any peace process unless and until it signs up 
to the Quartet principles? 

Mr Hague: Hamas rules itself out by its behaviour at the moment, there is no 
doubt about that. That is the current position. Of course, there is discussion of 
Palestinian reconciliation. As the hon. Gentleman knows, we talked about that in 
the House yesterday. We look to a reconciled and new Palestinian Authority to 
have independent figures in it, to respect non-violence, to be in favour of a two-
state solution and to respect previous agreements made by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111129/debtext/11112
9-0001.htm#11112951000046  

 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the arrest and detention of Dr Mazin 
Qumsiyeh and Mustafa Odeh.[HL13578] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware that Dr. Mazin Qumsiyeh and Mr. Mustafah Odeh were 
arrested in November. 
The first arrest was on 13 November in Al-Walaja while the two individuals were 
filming Israeli soldiers gathered at the site of the security barrier. Both were 
released on the same day. 
Dr. Qumsiyeh was arrested again two days later with other five Palestinians when 
they boarded a bus travelling from the West Bank into Jerusalem. Dr. Qumsiyeh 
was released pending a trial and has been charged with "illegal entry to 
Jerusalem" and with "obstructing police business". 
We have not made any representations on these particular cases. Our embassy in 
Tel Aviv is monitoring the situation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111129w0001.htm#111
12944001402  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel since the vote to admit Palestine to UNESCO 
concerning the withholding of taxes collected by Israel on behalf of the Palestinian 
Authority. [HL13575] 

The Minister of State,  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Office  (Lord  Howell  of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111129/debtext/111129-0001.htm#11112951000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111129/debtext/111129-0001.htm#11112951000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111129w0001.htm#11112944001402
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111129w0001.htm#11112944001402
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Guildford): The Foreign Secretary, my right honourable friend, the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) called on Israel to reverse its decision to withhold 
tax revenues on 3 November. In his Statement to Parliament on 9 November, he 
again condemned this decision, highlighting that it is provocative and against 
Israel's own interests, since it has direct implications for the Palestinian Authority's 
ability to maintain effective security in the West Bank. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) 
has outlined our concerns to Danny Ayalon, the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the State of Israel, on the 23 November.  Our embassy in Tel Aviv has also 
made representations to the Government of Israel to release the funds. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the cost to United Kingdom public funds of supporting Palestinians, arising from 
Israel's action in the West Bank since 1967.[HL13577] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: As details are not held centrally, this information could 
be obtained only at disproportionate cost to public funds. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Israel regarding compensation for Palestinians attacked and injured 
by Israeli settlers.[HL13650] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have discussed with the Israeli authorities settler 
violence and the impact it has on Palestinians in the Occupied Territories. We 
have encouraged the Israeli authorities to follow through on their stated 
commitment to bring perpetrators of settler violence to justice. We have not 
specifically raised the issue of compensation. We will continue to monitor the 
situation closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111129w0001.htm#111
12944001403  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
 Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have received 
reports concerning segregation on buses between villages and settlements in the West 
Bank.[HL13576] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of recent action taken by groups of non-violent 
protesters to board buses transiting between settlements. Although there is not a 
de jure ban on Palestinians using them, there is a de facto block as they often 
start and finish in settlements that Palestinians are prevented from entering. We 
will continue to lobby the Government of Israel to make sure that all infrastructure 
projects and facilities in the Occupied Territories are for the benefit of the local 
population. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they last made representations to 
the Government of Israel about the Yitz'har West Bank colony and the Bracha colony 
and their associated outposts; and with what result.[HL13651] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We regularly make clear that settlements, such as 
Yitzhar and Bracha, are illegal under international law and deeply unhelpful to 
efforts to bring a lasting peace to the Middle East conflict. The Secretary of State 
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (My Hague), the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State at the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office, my honourable friend the Member for North 
East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) and our ambassador in Tel Aviv have all raised the 
issue of settlements with the Israeli authorities. We have not made separate 
representations over these specific locations. 
The Foreign Secretary most recently condemned settlement activity publicly in his 
statements of 2 and 9 November: 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111129w0001.htm#11112944001403
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111129w0001.htm#11112944001403
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"Israel's announcement to accelerate the construction of 2,000 settlements 
housing units, in response to the successful Palestinian application for 
membership of UNESCO, is a serious blow to the quartet's efforts to restart peace 
negotiations. This settlement building programme is illegal under international law 
and is the latest in a series of provocative and unhelpful settlement 
announcements. I condemn the decision to accelerate such construction. ... We 
need to see steps towards peace, not actions that divide and isolate the parties 
further and undermine the prospects for negotiations". (2 November.) 
"Israel's announcement last week that it would accelerate the construction of 
2,000 settlement housing units was wrong and deeply counter-productive. That 
was the eighth announcement of settlement expansion in six months. ... We call 
on Israel to revoke ... those decisions". (9 November.) 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
impact on family life, further education and emigration of travel restrictions on residents 
of East Jerusalem, the West Bank and the Palestinian diaspora.[HL13652] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We remain deeply concerned about the impact of 
travel restrictions on family life, further education and emigration. 
Palestinians from East Jerusalem risk losing their permanent right to live in East 
Jerusalem if they cannot prove residency for the previous seven years. Records 
show that more than 13,000 Palestinians have lost their Jerusalem residency 
status since the annexation by Israel in 1967, including students who have been 
studying abroad. 
Palestinians in the diaspora are not allowed to enter the Occupied Palestinians 
Territories without approval from the Israeli authorities. Since 2000 there has been 
a freeze on family reunification permits, despite more than 120,000 requests 
being submitted to the Palestinian Authority as of October 2005. 
We continue to monitor this situation closely and raise our concerns as necessary. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Israel about the payment of compensation to shopkeepers in Hebron, 
who had their shops closed or their apartments seized by Israeli settlers; and, if so, how 
much.[HL13654] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have not specifically raised the prospect of 
compensation for shopkeepers in Hebron. We remain concerned about evictions 
and demolitions of Palestinian property in the West Bank. The UK has a good 
record of lobbying hard on issues relating to house demolitions and settlement 
building.  We view any attempts to change the facts on the ground as a serious 
provocation likely to raise tensions and cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians, as well as being harmful to the peace process and in contravention 
of international law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111129w0001.htm#111
12944001404  
 

Iran 
Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): Is my right hon. Friend aware that Hezbollah continues 
to be funded both with money and weapons, and that last night it launched four missiles 
from Lebanon on to Israel? Will he take urgent steps to ensure that the Lebanese 
Government fulfil United Nations resolution 1701? 

Mr Hague: Yes, it is deeply concerning that rocket fire has again taken place from 
Lebanon into Israel. I believe that it is the first time since October 2009 that we 
have seen such rocket fire. We strongly condemn any such action that stokes 
tension in the region, and we urge restraint on all sides. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111129/debtext/11112
9-0001.htm#11112951000042  

TOP 
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Arab Spring 
Baroness Cox: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of the 
implications of the Arab spring for religious minorities in the countries concerned. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My Lords, it is hard to generalise, given the differing circumstances in 
each country, but, that said, religious minorities have clearly suffered grievous 
oppression, often predating the so-called Arab spring, in Egypt, Iran, Iraq and, 
indeed, elsewhere. Egypt, in particular, has witnessed an upsurge in vicious 
sectarian violence and we continue to urge the Egyptian authorities to establish 
conditions in which all discrimination on the basis of religion is prevented. We 
deplore all discrimination against religious minorities and all constraints on their 
freedom to practise their faiths. 

Baroness Cox: … Does he agree that in these early days of the so-called Arab spring, 
the impact on religious minorities has so far been favourable for the Jewish and Christian 
communities in Tunisia, but, as he has already indicated, cause for deep concern in 
Egypt? Although the Baha'i community has so far been spared violence there, attacks 
against Coptic Christians have numbered more than 44 since 25 January, and a recent 
report by Amnesty International claims that discrimination and attacks against the Copts 
have actually increased since the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces took power. In 
addition to encouraging the Egyptian leadership to ensure religious freedom for all its 
religious minorities, will the Government call to account those who are perpetrating the 
violence? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The noble Baroness is absolutely right in pointing to 
the violence in Egypt, a matter that must concern all those who believe in freedom 
of religious worship. We continue to urge the Egyptian authorities on the prime 
importance of pluralist and non-sectarian policies. … 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: … I am aware of the high levels of economic 
disfranchisement among some of the religious minorities throughout the Middle East that 
risk inflaming and adding to the fuel of a volatile social mix in some of the poorest areas, 
particularly where religious communities live in close proximity to one another. How are 
such considerations informing government policy towards the region? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: … Our policies, such as our Arab partnership policy, 
contain specific modules or elements that are designed, for instance, to support 
the rights and position of women, to promote family law in every possible way and 
to challenge some of the highly coercive and illiberal practices of the past. … 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: My Lords, have the Government had any 
consultations with these Middle East Governments about reforming personal status laws 
so that the 14 million Christians who live in he Middle East might have access to divorce 
in civil courts if they wish to do so, rather than having to convert to Islam or other 
religions? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Those issues come into our fairly constant dialogue 
and exchanges with the countries of the Middle East as they go through reform 
processes at varying speeds and to varying degrees. … 

Lord Alton of Liverpool: My Lords, I am grateful. Does the Minister agree that there are 
worrying parallels with the situation in Iraq and Palestine, where large numbers of 
Christian minorities from the ancient churches have had to flee? Has he seen the figures 
published by the Eyptian Union of Human Rights Organisations showing that over 
100,000 Coptic Christians have left the country since March this year-I declare a non-
financial interest as president of the UK Coptic Association-and in particular the quotation 
from its director that: "Copts are not emigrating voluntarily,  they are coerced into that by  
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threats and intimidation of hard-line Salafists, and the lack of protection they are getting 
from the Egyptian regime"? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I have seen a range of figures, although whether I 
have seen the specific reports that the noble Lord refers to, I am not so sure. I am 
the first to agree that these are large and worrying figures. The noble Lord 
mentioned Iraq. Although I do not think the Arab spring has operated to the 
particular detriment of religious minorities there, there have been a number of 
targeted attacks on minority communities-Christian, Yazidi, Shabak and others. 
These are worrying matters and we are constantly raising them with the Baghdad 
Government. As for the Egyptian situation, I have already indicated our extreme 
concern and our continuing dialogue, and that will certainly continue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111129-
0001.htm#11112947000493  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111129-
0001.htm#11112947000498  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111129-
0002.htm#11112959000232  
 

Proceedings on Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111129/text/111129w
0001.htm#11112954000020  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111129/text/111129w0001.htm#11112954000020
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** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html  
 

Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111129/debtext/1111
29-0002.htm#11112951000007  
 

Bill returned from Commons with amendments agreed to 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111129-
0003.htm#11112959000234  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
The census and social science (30 November 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/science-and-technology-committee/news/111109-new-inquiry---census/  
 
Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century 
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-
1911.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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