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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Raed Salah 
Lord Laird: To ask Her Majesty's Government what were the six missed opportunities for 
intervention identified by HM Inspector of Constabulary in the case of Mr Raed Salah, 
who entered the United Kingdom on 28 June 2011 contrary to a ban issued by the Home 
Secretary.[HL13597] 

The Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Henley): The information requested 
cannot be released into the public domain given the confidential nature of HM 
Inspector of Constabulary's(HMIC) report which detailed the six missed 
opportunities for intervention. 
The disclosure of such information is exempt under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000. My right honourable friend the Home Secretary wrote to the chairman of 
the Home Affairs Select Committee on 21 November 2011 outlining the 
circumstances under which Mr Salah entered the UK and the UK Border Agency's 
response to the HMIC recommendations. 
A copy of this letter will be placed in the House Library for your reference. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111128w0001.htm#111
1288000657  
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Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

North Africa and the Near and Middle East 
includes 
col 689  Mr Hague: … repeat today our call for negotiations on a two-state solution, 
without delay and without preconditions, based on the timetable set out in the Quartet 
statement of 23 September. In our view, the parameters for a Palestinian state are those 
affirmed by the European Union as a whole—borders based on 1967 lines, with 
equivalent land swaps; a just, fair and realistic solution for refugees; and agreement on 
Jerusalem as the future capital of both states. … 
… we need to look to Israel to make a more decisive offer than any it has been  prepared  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111128w0001.htm#1111288000657
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111128w0001.htm#1111288000657
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to make in the recent past. That is an indispensable ingredient of any successful 
negotiation that could take place. However, it is also important for Palestinians to be 
ready to engage in the negotiations and not to set preconditions which make such 
negotiations impossible in the first place. … 

 

col 690  Richard Burden: Will the Secretary of State confirm … that the Palestinians 
have put forward proposals but Israel has so far failed to do so? Will he give his views—
perhaps he is going to do this in his speech anyway—on the unity talks that are taking 
place between Mahmoud Abbas and Khaled Mashal? Does he agree that the important 
thing is to do everything possible to ensure that Hamas is brought into the peace process 
instead of trying to seek excuses to keep it outside the process? 

 

Mr Hague: I am not aware that either side has yet presented proposals that meet the 
Quartet’s requirements … We look to Hamas to change its own behaviour … It is 
important for a Palestinian authority that is the basis of reconciliation between Hamas 
and Fatah to include independent figures, to be committed to non-violence, to be 
committed to a two-state solution, and to accept previous agreements of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. … 

 

Ms Buck: … what is the Foreign Secretary’s estimate of the catastrophic situation in 
Gaza? … 

 

Mr Hague: … We look to Israel to permit the further opening of Gaza so that all 
Palestinian people can see a pathway to a better future, living side by side with a secure 
Israel. … 

 

I had a very good discussion with Mrs Livni when she was here in October and we 
agreed on many points. I think that the multiplicity of threats to Israel and its growing 
international isolation underline the need for progress on a two-state solution and for it to 
make a more decisive offer to the Palestinians if negotiations take place. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/11112
8-0001.htm#1111286000209  
 

col 701  Sir Malcolm Rifkind: … Israel has had nuclear weapons, rightly or wrongly, for 
probably some 30 years. Of course the Arabs do not like it—they hate it—but they are 
not frightened of Israel’s nuclear weapons. … They know that, while Israel is a threat in 
other respects, it possesses its nuclear weapons—rightly or wrongly—essentially in order 
to protect its very existence as a state should it be subjected to unassailable odds in 
some conventional conflict. … 

 

col 715  Richard Burden: … there are double standards, and if there is one thing that 
really gets to ordinary Palestinians and people throughout the Arab world, and to an 
awful lot of people beyond, it is the fact that, when it comes to Israel and Palestine, we 
suddenly adopt a different set of standards from those that we would see as absolutely 
incontrovertible anywhere else. … 
We have heard, just in the past few days, that simply because Hamas and Fatah are 
talking together, which might lead to reconciliation, Israel has threatened to cut off water 
and electricity supplies to Gaza—collective punishment of an entire population because 
their political leaders are talking together. … 
… what has been the crime that Mahmoud Abbas, Fatah and the secular organisations 
have committed recently? Their crime has been to go to the United Nations and say, 
“Just give us the same rights as you have given Israel for 63 years.” From the reaction of 
Binyamin Netanyahu, Israel and, sadly, the United States—and, even more sadly, of 
some people in this Chamber—it might be thought that those organisations had 
somehow declared war on Israel. … 

 

Louise Ellman: … Does he maintain his position in the light of a statement made by a 
senior Hamas leader in Gaza in October, who said, “We are not going to accept Israel as 
the owner of 1 sq centimetre because it is a fabricated state? 

 

Richard Burden: That does not alter my view at all. … 
… Bedouin who are already refugees … face forced displacement  and  dispossession to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/111128-0001.htm#1111286000209
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/111128-0001.htm#1111286000209
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make way for settlements. … Israel proposes to displace them to a site next to 
Jerusalem’s municipal rubbish dump. I went to that rubbish dump and I saw the pipes 
that allow methane to escape. I saw a tanker appear, belching sewage from its back, and 
I saw where the land is being levelled to put Bedouin communities within 500 metres of 
the dump. … 
… there are 150 Palestinian children in Israeli military detention. … I had already read 
the testimonies about how the laws applying to Palestinian children are different from 
those applying to Israeli children… But I was not prepared for the sight in a military 
prison—one of the most secure compounds I have ever visited—of 14-year-old boys 
shuffling in wearing leg-irons and handcuffs for their court hearings. … Whatever one’s 
views on the occupation, on Israel and on the peace process, shackling 14-year-old boys 
is wrong. … I said, “Hang on, how long were you in those leg irons and shackles before 
you got to the prison?” I thought that it would have taken one to two hours to drive to Ofer 
prison, but he said, “About nine hours.” At that stage, I thought that I was getting some 
exaggeration because it is nothing like a nine-hour drive between Haifa and Ofer prison, 
which is between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. He said, “No, we don’t go straight there. … I 
asked the young boy whether he was shackled the whole time. He said, “Yes.” … I 
asked, “What happened if you wanted to go to the toilet?” He replied, “We just had to do 
it where we were.” This is the 21st century. Irrespective of our views on the Israel-
Palestine conflict, are we honestly saying that those sorts of things should go on? … 
What is incredible is that there has been a campaign of hate, misrepresentation and libel 
against me and others for having dared to raise this issue. … My appeal is not just to 
people who agree with me on Palestine but to those who regard themselves as friends of 
Israel. Are they simply friends of whatever the Israeli Government happen to do or say at 
the time, or are they friends of Israel, of Israeli democracy, of dissent in Israel as well as 
of the establishment of Israel? …  

 

col 726  Louise Ellman: … Israel has withdrawn from territories it occupied, in response 
to offers of peace. … Israel has withdrawn from territories that it has occupied as a result 
of attacks on it, and the consequence of that withdrawal has not been peace. … People 
talk as though withdrawal and the end of occupation inevitably lead to peace.  … 
Here in London a few months ago, on al-Quds day, it was evident what was meant by 
many of the campaigners against Israel’s policies and against Israel itself. One 
illustration of that was a big placard held up by a young child, bearing the unfortunate 
words “For world peace, Israel must be destroyed”. … the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign’s logo features a map that does not depict Israel as existing at all. …  
Hamas still does not recognise the validity of the existence of the state of Israel. … The 
charter also refers to Jews—not Israelis—running the world and controlling the media, 
and contains other diatribes against Jews, not just Israelis. … 
The term “Zionism” is now used as a term of abuse, which is wholly unacceptable. 
Zionism is the national movement of the Jewish people for a homeland in the state of 
Israel. Like all national movements, it contains a range of individuals and parties with 
very different views. Zionism is not a term of abuse, and when it is used as such, that 
illustrates the demonisation of the state of Israel itself. … 
I am also increasingly concerned about the loose use of language, which is leading to a 
creeping anti-Semitism in this country and elsewhere, causing increasing concern among 
the Jewish community. I was extremely concerned to see on the website of the Liverpool 
Friends of Palestine a cartoon—this was viewed on 9 September—headed “The power of 
Zionists”. It depicts a stereotypical Jewish man—a man with a large hook nose holding a 
Jewish emblem in his hand—pointing to an American soldier under the heading, “Join the 
United States army” and at the bottom it says “and fight for Israel”. … 
Some years ago, the New Statesman had a front cover with the big headline “A Kosher 
Conspiracy?” Underneath that headline was a cartoon depiction of a Jewish symbol—an 
Israeli Magen David—piercing the British Union Jack, among other things, thus raising 
the old anti-Semitic allegation that Jewish people are not sincere citizens of their country.  
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… I read with increasing concern an article by Deborah Orr in The Guardian on 19 
October about the release of the Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit from his captivity with Hamas. 
… which was entitled “Is an Israeli life really more important than a Palestinian’s?” When 
talking about the background to the situation, she said: “At the same time…there is 
something abject in their”—the Israelis’— eagerness to accept a transfer that tacitly 
acknowledges what so many Zionists believe—that the lives of the chosen are of hugely 
greater consequence than those of their unfortunate neighbours.” That is basic anti-
Semitism. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/11112
8-0002.htm  
 

col 748  Sir Gerald Kaufman: … the latest development, the Israeli punishment of the 
Palestinians for having applied for membership of the UN and achieved membership of 
UNESCO, is that the Israeli Government are illegally withholding £63 million of tax 
revenues from the Palestinians. That will affect tens of thousands, if not hundreds of 
thousands, of jobs of Palestinians working in the public sector, but what happens? Hillary 
Clinton gets on the phone to Netanyahu, and Netanyahu basically tells her to get lost. … 
Tony Blair has complained about the tax revenues being stolen by the Israelis from the 
Palestinians, but nothing happens. … 

 

col 758  Bob Russell: As we approach the anniversary of the birth of Christ, does the 
hon. Gentleman agree that today Joseph and Mary would not be able to get to 
Bethlehem because of the walls, the shepherds would be ethnically cleansed and the 
three kings would not be allowed into Palestine? 

 

Jeremy Corbyn: I have been through the miserable experience of what ought to be a 
pleasant, if short, journey from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. One goes through many 
checkpoints and then sees the obscenity of the wall around Bethlehem and how it goes 
through streets and fields and takes people’s land away. … 

 

col 767  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Alistair Burt): … The truth is that we all know very well how to 
say no to making progress in the middle east peace process. The cry is out for someone 
to know how to say yes. Everything that is raised as a stumbling block is also an 
opportunity to do something positive, and whether it is on settlements, borders or 
anything else, we must do so. … 
My note says that we have not previously said publicly that shackling children is wrong. It 
is time I did so. Shackling children is wrong, and I am happy to say so. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/11112
8-0003.htm  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Peace Negotiations 
Mr McCann: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his US counterpart on (a) talks between Israel and 
Egypt and (b) further negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian National Authority. 
[82620] 

Alistair Burt: We remain in regular contact with US counterparts on middle east 
and north Africa issues. 
In the statement made by the Prime Minister on 10 September, he welcomed 
Egypt's agreement that it would uphold Egypt's international agreements including 
its peace treaty with Israel, stated that we looked to Egypt to honour this 
agreement, and urged both countries to work together to resolve current tensions 
and enhance regional stability. 
We are working closely with our international partners, including the US,  to seek a  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/111128-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/111128-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/111128-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/111128-0003.htm
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return to negotiations between the Israelis and Palestinians in line with the 
timetable set out in the Quartet statement of 23 September. This statement refers 
to President Obama's May parameters with which we agree. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/text/111128w0
002.htm#11112827000013  
 

Israel: Security 
Mr McCann: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his (a)Egyptian and (b) Israeli counterpart on 
improving security on the Israel-Sinai border. [82621] 

Alistair Burt: I issued a statement on 18 August condemning the attacks in 
southern Israel earlier that day, calling them appalling and senseless acts of 
violence and offering sincere condolences to the family and friends of those 
injured and killed. 
We have reiterated these messages to Egyptian interlocutors, and the Egyptians 
have reassured us that they take their responsibilities very seriously. 
In the statement made by the Prime Minister he welcomed Egypt's agreement that 
it would uphold Egypt's international agreements including its peace treaty 
with Israel, stated that we looked to Egypt to honour this agreement, and urged 
both countries to work together to resolve current tensions and enhance regional 
stability. 
We continue to deliver our key messages on the importance of upholding Egypt-
Israeli relations in discussions at official level with both our Egyptian and Israeli 
interlocutors. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/text/111128w0
002.htm#11112827000014  

 
Import Duties: Israel 

Mr Andrew Smith: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer on what volume by (a) value 
and (b) tonnage of fresh fruit and vegetables imported from Israel import duty was paid in 
each of the last five years; and how much duty was paid (i) in total, (ii) for produce 
originating within the 1967 borders of Israel and (iii) for produce originating in Israeli 
settlements. [82409] 

Mr Gauke: The information in respect of imports of fresh fruit and vegetables in 
Tariff Chapters 7 and 8 declared as originating in Israel in each of the last four 
years is as follows:  

 Value of produce (£) Weight of produce (tonne) Customs duty paid (£)

2008 79,181,903 170,481 2,247,244 

2009 72,495,444 147,671 2,269,961 

2010 67,548,353 117,991 1,589,592 

2011 (to date) 60,297,613 98,665 1,194,157 
The HM Revenue and Customs import declaration database holds information for 
the past four years only. Consequently, it is not possible to provide the information 
requested for the full five years. 
The Government are unable to provide the information requested in respect of 
produce originating in the Israeli settlements. The settlements do not have a 
separate country code. Consequently, it is not possible for HMRC to produce 
statistics for the settlements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/text/111128w0
003.htm#11112837000035  
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/text/111128w0002.htm#11112827000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/text/111128w0002.htm#11112827000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/text/111128w0002.htm#11112827000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/text/111128w0002.htm#11112827000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/text/111128w0003.htm#11112837000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/text/111128w0003.htm#11112837000035
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UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs Council and General Affairs Council (30 November, 1 December and 
5 December) 
The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): … Ministers are likely to discuss options 
for helping to relieve restrictions on Gaza. Our position is that we want an increase in the 
importation of construction materials to Gaza; an increase in exports from Gaza to Israel, 
the west bank and other countries; and a relaxation of restrictions of civilian movement 
between Gaza and the west bank. We also expect Baroness Ashton to brief on her three-
pronged Gaza package and on the progress made in the 14 November Quartet envoys 
talks with the parties. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/wmstext/11112
8m0001.htm#1111282000004  
 
 

United Nations 

Establishing a peaceful Palestinian State next to Israel long overdue – Ban 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today led a chorus of United Nations officials in stressing 
the need for a just and lasting solution to the question of Palestine and achieving a 
comprehensive peace in the Middle East. “The establishment of a Palestinian State, living 
in peace next to a secure Israel, is long overdue,” Mr. Ban said, in a message marking 
the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, which is observed annually 
on 29 November. “The need to resolve this conflict has taken on greater urgency with the 
historic transformations taking place across the region,” he added. “I call on the Israeli 
and Palestinian leadership to show courage and determination to seek an agreement for 
a two-State solution that can open up a brighter future for Palestinian and Israeli 
children.” … 
The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories, 
Richard Falk, used the occasion of the Day to call urgent attention to the plight of the 
Palestinian Bedouin people of the West Bank. “The recent unprecedented pressure by 
Israeli authorities and settlers to expel Palestinian Bedouin communities from Area C is 
deplorable, illegal and must cease,” Mr. Falk said in a news release. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40550&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
UN official urges greater support for Palestinian refugees 
The head of the United Nations relief agency for Palestinian refugees today urged the 
international community to strengthen support for the refugees, particularly the youth who 
constitute an increasingly significant segment of the population. … 
Mr. Grandi … said that the issue of Israeli settlements expanding “relentlessly on 
Palestinian land, including in the East Jerusalem periphery,” had implications for a future 
Palestinian State. He voiced UNRWA’s grave concern over the humanitarian 
consequences of settlement expansion and the demolition of Palestinian homes and 
property. … “The worst is yet to come, unless much more urgent and effective pressure 
is exercised to stop these abuses,” he warned. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40534&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/wmstext/111128m0001.htm#1111282000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/wmstext/111128m0001.htm#1111282000004
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=5715
http://www.un.org/en/events/palestinianday/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=11658&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40550&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40534&Cr=palestin&Cr1
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
 

Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
The census and social science (30 November 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/science-and-technology-committee/news/111109-new-inquiry---census/  
 
Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/news/111109-new-inquiry---census/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/news/111109-new-inquiry---census/
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
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Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century 
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-
1911.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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