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Home Affairs 

Cabinet Office 

Scarman Lecture by Nick Clegg: “Economic opportunity is the next frontier for race 
equality” 
Thirty years after Scarman we still witness instances of out-and-out racism.  
Hate crime; violent attacks. And I am clear: racism must be met with a steel fist. But our 
society has come a long way, And we should be proud of that too. We live in a very 
different Britain to thirty years ago. We look different: In our schools around a quarter of 
pupils are now from an ethnic minority with mixed race the fastest growing demographic.  
We are governed by different rules: Our equalities legislation is considered the best in 
Europe and has transformed discrimination in the workplace. … 
It is not enough for a society to reject bigotry. Because real equality is not just the 
absence of prejudice. It is the existence of fairness and opportunity too. …  
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.dpm.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/dpm-economic-opportunity-next-frontier-race-
equality-scarman-lecture-transcript  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestine: Peace Negotiations 
Mr McCann: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the Palestinian National Authority on returning to 
peace negotiations as soon as possible. [82619] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to reiterate our calls for negotiations towards a two 
state solution based on the timetable set out in the Quartet Statement of 23 
September. We regularly emphasise the importance of efforts towards a 
negotiated solution with the Palestinian National Authority. 
The UK continues to be one of the principal supporters of Palestinian state 
building efforts, assisting them to tackle poverty, build institutions and boost their 
economy. 
 

http://www.dpm.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/dpm-economic-opportunity-next-frontier-race-equality-scarman-lecture-transcript
http://www.dpm.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/dpm-economic-opportunity-next-frontier-race-equality-scarman-lecture-transcript
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We will continue to engage with the Palestinian leadership and to reinforce the 
importance of working towards a two-state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111124/text/111124w0
003.htm#11112478000008  

 
 

United Nations 

Palestinian bid for United Nations membership up to member states, but sight 
must not be lost of ultimate aim of negotiated peace, says Secretary-General 
… Sixty-four years ago on this day, the General Assembly adopted resolution 181, 
proposing the partition of the mandate territory into two States.  The establishment of a 
Palestinian State, living in peace next to a secure Israel, is long overdue.  
… I call on the Israeli and Palestinian leadership to show courage and determination to 
seek an agreement for a two-State solution that can open up a brighter future for 
Palestinian and Israeli children.  Such a solution must end the occupation that began in 
1967, and meet legitimate security concerns.  Jerusalem must emerge from negotiations 
as the  capital of two States, with arrangements for the holy sites acceptable to all.  And a 
just and agreed solution must be found for millions of Palestinian refugees scattered 
around the region. … 
The parties have a particular responsibility to cease provocations and create a conducive 
environment for meaningful negotiations.  Israel’s recently intensified settlement activity 
in East Jerusalem and the West Bank is a major obstacle.  … Unilateral actions on the 
ground will not be accepted by the international community.  For its part, the Palestinian 
Authority should also find ways to help de-escalate the situation and improve the 
prevailing divisive climate, and to be ready to engage directly in the search for a 
negotiated solution. … 
I also take this opportunity to remind those in Gaza who fire rockets at Israel or continue 
to smuggle weapons that these actions are both unacceptable and completely contrary to 
Palestinian interests.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/sgsm13970.doc.htm  
 
Observance of international day of solidarity with Palestinian people, 29 November 
he Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People will hold 
a special meeting in observance of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People … on Tuesday, 29 November … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/gapal1213.doc.htm  
 
Palestinian pupils at UN schools form group image as dove of peace 
Hundreds of children from United Nations-run schools in the Jericho area of the occupied 
Palestinian territory today created a massive aerial image jointly with the renowned artist 
John Quigley to send out a peace message to the world. … These kids are planting 
seeds of peace into the heart of the Middle East conflict. They deserve the kind of 
positive future we wish for all children … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40520&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111124/text/111124w0003.htm#11112478000008
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http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/gapal1213.doc.htm
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Internal Security: The EU needs better tools to fight crime, terrorism and extremism 
… the ISS report shows that there are at least three emerging threats of particular 
concern. Firstly, the internet, now an integral and indispensable part of our everyday 
lives, is becoming an online facilitator for a wide range of criminal activities and a vehicle 
for terrorist propaganda. Secondly, the impact of the ongoing economic crises means that 
public authorities have fewer resources available to combat internal security threats. 
Thirdly, recent developments in the EU's neighbourhood, including the overwhelmingly 
positive, democratic developments of the Arab Spring, have created considerable 
movements of people. This, in turn, puts pressure on the EU's external border and, in 
some cases, creates conditions for increased criminal activity.  
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1453&format=HTML&ag
ed=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  
 
First Annual Report on the implementation of the EU Internal Security Strategy 
http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/news/intro/docs/20111125/1_EN_ACT_part1_v6.pdf  
 
Eurobarometer: Internal Security 
http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/news/intro/docs/20111125/EBreport.pdf  

 
 

Demos 

A Place for Pride 
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/Place_for_pride_-_web.pdf?1321618230  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1453&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1453&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/news/intro/docs/20111125/1_EN_ACT_part1_v6.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/news/intro/docs/20111125/EBreport.pdf
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/Place_for_pride_-_web.pdf?1321618230
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
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Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
The census and social science (30 November 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/science-and-technology-committee/news/111109-new-inquiry---census/  
 
Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century 
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-
1911.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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