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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what estimate she 
has made of the number of anti-Semitic attacks during Jewish high holy days in (a) 2010 
and (b) 2011; and if she will make a statement. [R] [78675] 
Andrew Stunell: I have been asked to reply. 

Individual police forces collate and analyse intelligence on the number of anti-
Semitic attacks, in order to inform local operational decisions and to provide 
adequate protection at times of demand. In addition, the Association of Chief 
Police Officers analyses this intelligence, to inform forces of any emerging 
challenges. Data on attacks on Jewish High Holy Days are not separately 
identified. 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps the 
Government is taking to protect the Jewish community from anti-Semitic attacks; and if 
she will make a statement. [R] [78676] 

Andrew Stunell: I have been asked to reply. 
Hate crime, including that targeting a person's religion, is an issue the 
Government take very seriously. We are working with the Association of Chief 
Police Officers and other partners to encourage the reporting of all hate crime and 
improve the response of the police and other criminal justice agencies to ensure 
better protection for victims. 
The cross-Government working group on anti-Semitism and the police regularly 
meet representatives of the Jewish community to discuss the protection of the 
Jewish community against anti-Semitic attacks. The anti-Semitism working group 
and the cross-Government Hate Crime Strategy Board have a number of actions 
in train to tackle anti-Semitism, which are reassessed on a regular basis. These 
include funding the security needs of Jewish faith schools within the state school 
sector, challenging anti-Semitism in online media, improving the recording of all 
hate crime, including anti-Semitic hate crimes, and improving the training of hate 
crime prosecutors. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111108/text/111108w0
001.htm#11110885000006  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111108/text/111108w0001.htm#11110885000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111108/text/111108w0001.htm#11110885000006
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Coroners 
Jonathan Ashworth: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice what discussions he has 
had with faith groups on his proposals for the future of the Office of Chief Coroner. 
[78965] 

Mr Djanogly: I have not had any formal discussions with faith groups on this 
matter, however the Ministry of Justice has just consulted on the proposals for the 
future of the office of the chief coroner as part of a wider consultation on the 
Public Bodies Bill reforms and received responses from faith groups. Faith groups 
were also consulted on the new charter for the coroner service, and we have 
corresponded with leaders of faith groups on specific coroner issues such as less 
invasive post-mortem examinations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111108/text/111108w0
004.htm#11110916000013  
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Holocaust 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

FRA and Yad Vashem Launch Educators' Toolkit on the Holocaust and Human 
Rights 
FRA and Yad Vashem will launch a new educational initiative: the Toolkit on the 
Holocaust and Human Rights Education in the EU. …  
The toolkit was developed in response to a real educational gap, expressed by both 
educators and students. By examining the connections between Holocaust and human 
rights education, the toolkit provides methodological approaches for teaching these topics 
and includes useful content for teaching. 
The toolkit is a practical online guide for educators who wish to develop teaching projects 
that link the Holocaust and the protection of human rights. Projects and activities in the 
toolkit combine teaching history lessons, developing empathy with the victims, connecting 
the knowledge of the Holocaust with that of human rights, deriving implications for today's 
world, and empowering students to respect human rights. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/news_and_events/infocus11_0911_en.htm  
 
Toolkit on the Holocaust and Human Rights Education in the EU 
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/toolkit-holocaust-education/index.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 24 October 2011, Official Report, column 534W, on prisoners, 
whether he has recently (a) raised concerns with and (b) issued statements to the 
government of Israel in relation to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons. [79217] 

Alistair Burt: I discussed this matter during my visit in June with the Minister of 
Justice, indicating the UK's  concerns about both the  detention and the  treatment  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111108/text/111108w0004.htm#11110916000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111108/text/111108w0004.htm#11110916000013
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/news_and_events/infocus11_0911_en.htm
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/toolkit-holocaust-education/index.htm
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of Palestinian prisoners, including children. The British ambassador to Tel Aviv 
most recently raised the issue on 26 October during his visit to the Israel Prison 
Service complex, at the invitation of the Public Security Minister, where there are 
around 4,500 security detainees. He raised concerns over visitation rights and the 
treatment of minors, particularly cuffing and shackling. In his discussions with the 
Public Security Minister, the ambassador stressed the importance the UK placed 
on Israel fulfilling its obligations under international law. 
The Government of Israel has reaffirmed to us its commitment to treating 
prisoners in line with international human rights standards. The UK will continue to 
monitor the situation with regard to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons and 
encourage the Government of Israel to meet its stated commitments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111108/text/111108w0
001.htm#11110880000018  
 

There is no column 534W in the Official Report of 24/10/2011 but the answer referred to 
may be 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0
001.htm#11102412000012  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary updates Parliament on Middle East and North Africa 
… Israel’s announcement last week that it would accelerate the construction of 2,000 
settlement housing units was wrong and deeply counterproductive. This was the eighth 
announcement of settlement expansion in six months. We also condemn the decision to 
withhold tax revenues to the Palestinian Authority which was provocative and against 
Israel’s own interests, since it has direct implications for the Palestinian Authority’s ability 
to maintain effective security in the West Bank. We call on Israel to revoke both of these 
decisions. 
We are also concerned about the situation in Gaza and the constant risk of an escalation 
in violence. We believe the Israeli restrictions harm ordinary Palestinians, inhibit 
economic development and strengthen rather than weaken Hamas. …  
On Friday the Admissions Committee of the Security Council will conclude its 
consideration of the Palestinian application and produce a report summarising Council 
members’ views on whether Palestine meets the criteria for membership under the 
United Nations Charter. 
As this could now soon be followed by a vote in the UNSC it is appropriate to inform the 
House of the Government’s intentions.   
The UK judges that the Palestinian Authority largely fulfils criteria for UN membership, 
including statehood as far as the reality of the situation in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories allows, but its ability to function effectively as a State would be impeded by 
that situation. A negotiated end to the occupation is the best way to allow Palestinian 
aspirations to be met in reality and on the ground. 
We will not vote against the application because of the progress the Palestinian 
leadership has made towards meeting the criteria. 
But nor can we vote for it while our primary objective remains a return to negotiations 
through the Quartet process and the success of those negotiations. 
For these reasons in common with France and in consultation with our European 
partners, the United Kingdom will abstain on any vote on full Palestinian membership of 
the UN. 
We reserve the right to recognise a Palestinian state bilaterally at a moment of our 
choosing and when it can best help bring about peace. The United Kingdom will continue 
to be one of the principal supporters of Palestinian state building efforts, assisting them to 
tackle poverty, build institutions and boost their economy. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111108/text/111108w0001.htm#11110880000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111108/text/111108w0001.htm#11110880000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000012
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If their application to the UNSC fails, the Palestinian leadership have indicated that they 
may take the issue to a vote at the UN General Assembly, where different voting 
procedures and different considerations apply. We and the other countries of the EU will 
continue to emphasise that any proposition put to the General Assembly must make a 
return to negotiations more likely. 
For Israel, the only means of averting unilateral applications to the UN is a return to 
negotiations.  A demonstration of political will and leadership is needed from both sides to 
break the current impasse. This includes the Israeli government being prepared to make 
a more decisive offer than any they have been willing to make in the past. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=689368882  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
 

Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Ping Pong: Bill returned from the Commons with the Lords amendments agreed to 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111108-
0003.htm#1111091000052  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111108-
0002.htm#11110878000477  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 

TOP 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111108-0002.htm#11110878000477
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111108-0002.htm#11110878000477
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

closes in 2 days 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date 11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
 

Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
** The census and social science (30 November 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/science-and-technology-committee/news/111109-new-inquiry---census/  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
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