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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Coroner Service 
 Baroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer: To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
responses they have received on the draft charter for the coroner service from 
organisations that represent the bereaved, and whether they anticipate making any 
substantial changes before they publish the charter. 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord McNally): My Lords, the 
Government received 135 consultation responses, of which 16 were from 
organisations representing the bereaved. We are concurrently considering these 
responses, and we intend to publish our response to the consultation in 
December. 

Baroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer: My Lords, the Minister will remember that the 
idea of the charter was that it would create a standard of service for bereaved people. He 
will be aware that the Government now propose a general charter for anyone coming into 
contact with the coroner service. … 
Baroness Finlay of Llandaff: My Lords, how many complaints were received last year 
about the proceedings and delays in the coroners' courts and how are they informing the 
revision of the charter, given that some coroners feel that the aspirations set in the 
charter are unrealistic in situations such as when a second post-mortem needs to be 
performed? 

Lord McNally: … Everything we have done in studying this process is aimed at 
improving the efficiency of the system. I do not think that the simple removal from 
the reforms of the single post of chief coroner removes the fact that we are 
implementing the Coroners and Justice Act 2009. … we believe that our reforms 
will bring the improvements that the original Act sought to do. 

Lord Bach: My Lords, just two years ago, the consensus in this House and in the other 
place was that the chief coroner was an essential part of a new coronial system. In spite 
of the views of this House, and of many outside, including the Royal British Legion, why 
are the Government still insistent on not appointing a chief coroner, who would be an 
important part of the reforms that Parliament agreed by consensus? 

Lord McNally: … the Lord Chancellor has decided that the immediate 
appointment of a chief coroner is not justified in the present circumstances. … we 
left the title of chief coroner in Schedule 5 to the Bill when it returned from the 
other place, and that will allow this House, the other place and the outside 
organisations to judge whether we are still  able to  carry  through  the  bulk of  the  
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2009 Act without the chief coroner. We believe we can, and by our deeds you can 
judge us. 

Lord Thomas of Gresford: The charter will not be statutory so how will it be enforced? 
Lord McNally: The Coroners and Justice Act 2009 provides for the Lord 
Chancellor to issue statutory guidance about the way in which the system 
operates, specifically in relation to bereaved families. … 
… our judgment is that a chief coroner is not needed in post at this moment. We 
have left it in the Bill so that a judgment can be made at a later stage. But at this 
stage the Government's judgment is that we should not go ahead with a chief 
coroner. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101-
0001.htm#11110170001447  
 

 

Government Equalities Office 

Civil partnerships on religious premises: summary of consultation responses 
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-1724.pdf  

 
 

All-Party Parliamentary Group Against Antisemitism 

Antisemitism and Hate Crime on the Internet 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/CoE-Internet-Hate-Brief.doc  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

UNESCO 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what consultation, if any, they have had 
with UNESCO concerning past and current archaeological excavations within the Old 
City of Jerusalem; and whether they have made representations on those matters. 
[HL12767] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK Government take an interest in the issue of archaeological 
excavations within the Old City and we support organisations that track such 
developments to make sure they reflect the sensitivity of such an historic site of 
importance to several religions. We are also closely following decisions over the 
possible demolition of the Mughrabi Gate bridge. 
There are resolutions concerning archaeological excavations at the Old City of 
Jerusalem at each UNESCO Executive Board. However, the UK is not a member 
of this board and we have not had specific consultations with UNESCO 
concerning past or current excavations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101w0001.htm#111
10167000733  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning action by the Israel Defence Force against 
a peaceful protest on 21 October at Bil'in near the separation barrier.[HL12703] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101-0001.htm#11110170001447
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101-0001.htm#11110170001447
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-1724.pdf
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/CoE-Internet-Hate-Brief.doc
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101w0001.htm#11110167000733
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101w0001.htm#11110167000733
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The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Villagers from Bil'in and other villages in the West Bank demonstrate 
weekly against the route of security barrier. However, demonstrations on 21 
October became violent when demonstrators clashed with the Israeli Defence 
Force. 
We are aware that one individual, Mr Ashraf Abu Rahma, was arrested and is 
currently being detained in Ofer prison. He is accused of stone-throwing. 
The British Government support the general right to peaceful protest everywhere, 
including Palestinians' legitimate right to protest non-violently against the 
occupation. We urge all parties to ensure that everything is done to avoid violent 
clashes and casualties. 
During his visit in June 2011, my honourable friend Alistair Burt, visited Nabi Salah 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and witnessed for himself the non-violent 
protests. We have noted parliamentary concerns over the handling by the Israeli 
Defence Force of such protests and will continue to raise them with the Israeli 
authorities. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the arrest of Ashraf Abu Rahmah, a 
demonstrator at Bil'in on 21 October. [HL12704] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Villagers from Bil'in and other villages in the West 
Bank demonstrate weekly against the route of security barrier. However, 
demonstrations on 21 October became violent when demonstrators clashed with 
the Israeli Defence Force. 
We are aware that one individual, Mr Ashraf Abu Rahma, was arrested and is 
currently being detained in Ofer Prison. He is accused of stone-throwing. 
The British Government support the general right to peaceful protest everywhere, 
including Palestinians' legitimate right to protest non-violently against the 
occupation. We urge all parties to ensure that everything is done to avoid violent 
clashes and casualties. 
During his visit in June 2011, my honourable friend Alistair Burt visited Nabi Salah 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and witnessed for himself the non-violent 
protests. We have noted parliamentary concerns over the handling by the Israeli 
Defence Force of such protests, and over the arrest of Mr Abu Rahmah, and will 
continue to raise them with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101w0001.htm#111
10167000714  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons, 
including children and prisoners held without charge or trial.[HL12702] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My honourable friend, Alistair Burt, raised this matter during his visit 
in June directly with the Minister of Justice, indicating the UK's concerns about 
both the detention and the treatment of children. Our ambassador to Tel Aviv 
most recently raised the issue on 26 October during his visit to the Israel Prison 
Service, at the invitation of the Public Security Minister, and emphasised the 
importance of Israel fulfilling its obligations under international law. 
We have concerns over the treatment of children in detention, particularly in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, and have an ongoing dialogue with the Israeli 
authorities. Israel's decision to raise the age of legal majority for Palestinian 
children in the Israeli military justice system, when fully implemented, will be an 
important step towards protecting children's rights in the West Bank. We continue 
to lobby for further improvements, including a reduction in the number of arrests 
that occur at night, the introduction of audio-visual recording of interrogations  and  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101w0001.htm#11110167000714
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101w0001.htm#11110167000714
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the treatment of minors, including cuffing and shackling. 
The Government of Israel have reaffirmed to us their commitment to treating 
prisoners in line with international human rights standards. The UK will continue to 
monitor the situation with regard to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons and 
encourage the Government of Israel to meet their stated commitments. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they last made 
representations to the Government of Israel regarding Israel's adherence to international 
law in the West Bank of Palestine.[HL12705] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK regularly lobbies the Government of Israel on 
issues relating to Israel's obligations under international law, including settlement 
building, house demolitions, evictions, detentions, movement and access, as well 
as other human rights issues. 
Most recently, my honourable friend Alistair Burt, raised the importance of Israel 
meeting its commitments under international law at his meeting on 26 October 
with the Israeli Ambassador to the UK, including concerns related to settlements, 
child detainees and the impact of restrictions on Gaza. Our ambassador to Tel 
Aviv most recently raised visitation rights for detainees, especially for minors, and 
the treatment of minors, particularly cuffing and shackling, on 26 October during 
his visit to the Israel Prison Service at the invitation of the Minister for Public 
Security. We also issue public statements condemning announcements of 
settlement building, which we view as illegal under international law, and support 
joint action with our EU partners on these issues. 
We view any attempt to change the facts on the ground in disputed areas as a 
serious provocation likely to raise tensions on the ground and cause unnecessary 
suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as well as being harmful to the peace process 
and in contravention of international law. 
We call on the Israeli Government to fulfil their obligations under international law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101w0001.htm#111
10167000715  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Sandra Osborne (2357) Palestinian membership of UNESCO – That this House 
welcomes the admission of Palestine to full membership of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2357  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns decision to accelerate Israeli settlements 
Foreign Secretary William Hague has called on Israel to reverse the decision, and called 
for both sides to return to negotiations. Speaking today the Foreign Secretary said: 
“Israel’s announcement to accelerate the construction of 2,000 settlements housing units, 
in response to the successful Palestinian application for membership of UNESCO, is a 
serious blow to the Quartet’s efforts to restart peace negotiations. This settlement 
building programme is illegal under international law and is the latest in a series of 
provocative and unhelpful settlement announcements.  I condemn the decision to 
accelerate such construction.   
“I am also very concerned about Israel’s decision to withhold Palestinian tax revenues. 
This is in no-one’s interests, least of all Israel’s, since it has direct implications for the 
Palestinian Authority’s ability to maintain effective security in the West Bank.     
“We need to see steps  towards  peace, not  actions  that  divide  and  isolate  the  parties  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101w0001.htm#11110167000715
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101w0001.htm#11110167000715
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2357
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further and undermine the prospects for negotiations. We call on Israel to reverse both 
these decisions, and on both sides to show the courage and leadership necessary to 
achieve a return to negotiations”. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=685552882  

 
 

United Nations 

UNESCO chief regrets United States decision to withhold funding 
The head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) today voiced regret over the decision by the United States to withhold its 
dues to the agency, saying that reduced funding will affect its ability to implement crucial 
programmes in education, support for emerging democracies and the fight against 
extremism. 
“UNESCO is encouraged that the United States will maintain its membership in the 
organization and hopes that a resolution to the funding issue will ultimately be identified,” 
said Irina Bokova, the Director-General of UNESCO … “Until that happens, it will be 
impossible for us to maintain our current level of activity.” … 
Meanwhile, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon voiced deep concern over Israel’s response 
to the UNESCO General Conference’s decision in favour of Palestinian membership. 
Media reports yesterday indicated that Israel plans to accelerate the building of new 
apartments in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, and that the transfer of revenue to the 
Palestinian Authority would be suspended in the light of the decision at UNESCO. 
“Israeli settlement activity is contrary to international law and the Roadmap and 
prejudices final status negotiations,” said a statement issued by Mr. Ban’s spokesperson. 
“The Secretary-General calls on the Government of Israel to freeze all settlement activity 
and to continue to transfer VAT [value added tax] and customs revenues that belong to 
the Palestinian Authority and are essential to enable it to function, in line with Israel’s 
obligations.” … 
Ms. Bokova said … UNESCO is also the only UN agency with the mandate to promote 
Holocaust Education worldwide, and has, with funding provided by the US and Israel, 
been developing curricula to ensure that the Holocaust is never forgotten. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40286&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=685552882
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2011/sgsm13918.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40286&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
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Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111101-
0001.htm#11110170001452  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx   
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

closes in 9 days 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date 11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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