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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Schools: Religion 
Lord Avebury: To ask Her Majesty's Government why the Chief Inspector of Schools 
has not published a separate report on collective worship in schools since the report of 
1992-93, and whether they will request the Chief Inspector to conduct a new inquiry with 
a view to ascertaining the rates of compliance with sections 70 and 71 of the School 
Standards and Framework Act 1998, for comparison with the equivalents in the report of 
1992-93.[HL11593] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill of 
Oareford): Ofsted school inspections are primarily concerned with outcomes for 
pupils. There is therefore no specific requirement on Ofsted to report on the extent 
to which schools comply with their responsibilities to provide a daily act of 
collective worship, and no plans to commission Ofsted to report specifically on this 
matter. As part of school inspections, Ofsted is required to report on the spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development of pupils. Where a school's non-
compliance with a statutory duty is considered to be having a negative impact on 
pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, inspectors will reflect this 
in their assessment of the school. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0002.htm#111
0031001065  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the fair and equal treatment of Israeli 
Arabs.[HL11724] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford):  The  UK  attaches  the  highest  importance  to  the  values  set out in  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0002.htm#1110031001065


 

Israel's declaration of independence and basic laws guaranteeing equal treatment 
to all its citizens, regardless of religion or background. 
Our ambassador to Tel Aviv, Matthew Gould, is committed to being an 
ambassador to all Israelis, including the country's Arab citizens. He regularly 
raises our concerns about unequal treatment and potentially discriminatory 
legislation. He recently lobbied the Israeli Minister of Trade and Labour over the 
affirmative action Bill/military service and its impact on Israeli Arabs, the ultra-
orthodox and the disabled. 
One of our embassy's strategic goals is to help Israel become more inclusive, in 
particular through ensuring equal treatment for Israeli Arabs. Visiting UK Ministers 
routinely meet the Israeli Arab community, most recently the Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend 
the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), in June 2011 and the Minister 
of State for International Development, my right honourable friend the Member for 
Rutland & Melton (Mr Duncan), in July 2011, as well as frequent contact with 
visiting officials and Embassy staff. This year the UK has allocated £225,000 of 
conflict pool funding to Israeli Arab projects. A "high tech hub" will shortly be 
launched to help the Israeli Arab community become part of the Israeli economic 
mainstream through improved opportunities in the high-tech industry. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding the release of the three members of 
parliament sheltering in the Red Cross Headquarters of East Jerusalem.[HL11725] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are aware that three Palestinian MPs continue to 
shelter at the International Committee of the Red Cross office in Jerusalem. The 
three Members are still present and say they will remain there until Israel changes 
the decision to revoke their Jerusalem residency status. 
The UK remains of the view that forcible transfer of people out of the city for 
political reasons is illegal under international humanitarian law. We regularly raise 
such practices with the Israeli authorities. However, we have not made 
representations on these specific cases. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of the United 
Nations Report of the Secretary-General's Panel of Inquiry on the 31 May 2010 Flotilla 
incident, published in September, and in particular on its conclusion regarding the legality 
of the blockade by Israel; and when they last made representations to the government of 
Israel about access for essential supplies for the population, in particular about building 
materials for United Nations Relief and Works Agency schools; and with what 
effect.[HL11737] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UN Palmer report into the Gaza flotilla in 2010 
was published on 2 September. The UK supported the UN Secretary-General's 
establishment of an independent panel of inquiry. The Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) stated at the time that the UK deeply deplored the 
loss of life and urged strenuous efforts to prevent the recurrence of such incidents 
in future. 
The report makes clear that the events of 31 May should never have taken place. 
Turkey and Israel have made public statements on the report. We regret the 
breakdown in relationships between them and we continue to urge both sides to 
renew their efforts to find a way forward that will promote reconciliation and 
enhance regional stability. 
The situation in Gaza is of serious concern to the Government. The Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable 
friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) visited Gaza during his 
visit in June and raised this issue. He saw for himself a United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency school. Our ambassador in Tel Aviv and other officials regularly 
discuss the situation in Gaza with Israeli interlocutors, most recently with the 
Finance Ministry. 

 



 

While there is no humanitarian crisis in Gaza, there is an enduring need for 
humanitarian aid. We have also been clear that actions by both Israel and Hamas 
have contributed to this status quo. Working closely with the EU and the quartet, 
we will continue to call on Israel to ease restrictions on access and enable a 
return to economic normality. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0001.htm#111
0031001038 
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they have to support the 
drafting of a consensus United Nations resolution to provide a framework for a final 
settlement between Israel and Palestine. [HL11733] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The best way to resolve this long-standing conflict is through direct 
negotiations. The UK is working with our European partners to find a way forward 
that increases the prospects of the Israelis and Palestinians returning to 
negotiations with the aim of achieving a final settlement. We wish to avoid 
confrontation at the UN but also to find a way to recognise the progress the 
Palestinians have made at their state-building efforts. 
The UK set out in February, in its explanation of vote on the UN Security Council 
resolution on settlements, the parameters within which negotiations should be 
conducted: 
An agreement on the borders of the two states, based on 4 June 1967 lines with 
equivalent land swaps as may be agreed between the parties;Security 
arrangements that, for Palestinians, respect their sovereignty and show that the 
occupation is over; and, for Israelis, that protect their security, prevent the 
resurgence of terrorism and deal effectively with new and emerging threats;A just, 
fair and agreed solution to the refugee question; and Fulfilment of the aspirations 
of both parties for Jerusalem. A way must be found through negotiations to 
resolve the status of Jerusalem as the future capital of both states.  
The UK will continue to encourage the parties to reach an agreement along these 
lines. Whatever action is taken in New York, it is important that this increases the 
prospects for a return to negotiations. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what measures they are taking to 
support negotiations between Israel and Palestine; and whether they are giving special 
attention to the possible effects of provocations or spoiling actions arising from any 
quarter. [HL11734] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK believes that the best way to resolve this long-standing 
conflict is through direct negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians, with the 
aim of giving the Palestinian people the state that they need and deserve and the 
Israeli people long-term security and peace. 
So our focus remains on continuing to push hard for a return to negotiations on 
the basis agreed by my right honourable friend the Prime Minister and President 
Obama. That is, borders based on 1967 lines with mutually agreed swaps; 
security for Israel; and the right for Palestinians to govern themselves in a 
sovereign and contiguous state. We are working hard with our international 
partners for a return to negotiations on this basis. Failure to return to negotiations 
now puts at risk the long-term prospects for a solution. Neither Israel nor the 
Palestinians can afford to let the opportunity for peace slip further from their 
grasp. Along with our European Union partners, we are working to build 
consensus on a way forward that recognises the progress the Palestinians have 
made on their state-building efforts, that meets Israel's legitimate security 
concerns and that avoids confrontation in the UN. We continue to stress that 
whatever action is taken, including in New York, it is important that this increases 
the prospects for a return to negotiations. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0001.htm#1110031001038
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Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will support the creation of 
a seat at the United Nations for Palestine; and what assessment they have made of the 
impact of such a development on Palestine's negotiating position with regard to 
Israel.[HL11735] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: My right honourable friend the Prime Minister made 
the UK's position on recognition of a Palestinian state clear during the visit of 
President Obama. He agreed with the President that a Palestinian state was a 
legitimate goal, and the best way of achieving this was through a comprehensive 
agreement between Israel and the Palestinians. 
Palestinian action at the UN this month is now looking increasingly likely but it is 
not yet clear exactly what they are proposing. We are working with partners to 
build consensus on a way forward that recognises the progress the Palestinians 
have made on their state-building efforts, that meets Israel's legitimate security 
concerns, and that avoids confrontation in the UN. Whatever action is taken in 
New York, it is important that this increases the prospects for a return to 
negotiations. 
We have reserved our position on the question of recognition of a Palestinian 
state while we continue to urge all parties back to talks. Recognition is a matter for 
each Government to decide bilaterally, and if needed, we will take a decision 
nearer to the time, in consultation with EU and other partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0001.htm#111
0031001039  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what measures they propose to take, in 
the absence of direct negotiations, to help bring to an end the occupation by Israel of the 
West Bank and its blockade of Gaza.[HL11865] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK retains a clear position-that the best way to resolve this long-
standing conflict is through direct negotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinians, with the aim of giving the Palestinian people the state that they need 
and deserve and the Israeli people long-term security and peace. 
Our focus remains on continuing to push hard for a return to negotiations on the 
basis agreed by my right honourable friend the Prime Minister and President 
Obama. That is borders based on 1967 lines with mutually agreed swaps; security 
for Israel; and the right for Palestinians to govern themselves in a sovereign and 
contiguous state. We are working hard with our international partners for a return 
to negotiations on this basis. 
Failure to return to negotiations now puts at risk the long-term prospects for a two-
state solution. Neither Israel nor the Palestinians can afford to let the opportunity 
for peace slip further from their grasp. 
Along with our European Union partners, we are working to build consensus on a 
way forward that recognises the progress the Palestinians have made on their 
state-building efforts, that meets Israel's legitimate security concerns, and that 
avoids confrontation in the UN. We continue to stress that whatever action is 
taken, including in New York, it is important that this increases the prospects for a 
return to negotiations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0003.htm#111
0039001017  
 

Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had with the 
European Union and other partners in relation to the continuation of the provision of aid 
to Palestine, alongside trade and investment opportunities as incentives to unity among 
the various Palestinian groups.[HL11866] 

The Minister  of  State,  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Office  (Lord Howell of  
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Guildford): Resolution of the Middle East peace process is a high priority for the 
UK Government. The EU and EU member states as a collective are the biggest 
financial supporters of the Palestinian Authority. In 2010 the EU gave a total of 
€377.9 million to the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) and to Palestinian 
refugees in the region. 
The UK works closely with the EU and a range of other partners, such as the 
United Nations and the Office of the quartet representative, in the OPTs. We hold 
regular discussions with all partners through a variety of aid co-ordination fora. 
We also continue to encourage collective consideration of trade and investment 
opportunities. 
The EU development programme for the OPTs aims to support the Middle East 
peace process by helping build Palestinian institutions, improving security and 
promoting economic growth, so that any future state will be stable, prosperous, 
well-run, and an effective partner for peace with Israel. We urge other partners to 
continue their support. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0003.htm#111
0039001028  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are taking to help 
the Hamas Government in Gaza prevent action by militants.[HL11721] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Our policy on Hamas is clear; the quartet has set out clearly that 
Hamas must renounce violence, recognise Israel and accept previously signed 
agreements. Hamas must make credible movement towards these conditions, 
which remain the benchmark against which its intentions should be judged. The 
clear focus for now must be a return to direct negotiations between the Israelis 
and Palestinians as soon as possible. 
Hamas continues to pursue an ideology of violence and directly to undermine 
prospects for peace in the region. It is part of the problem. It has yet to provide 
evidence that it can also be part of the solution, and this must clearly be the case 
if we are to review our position. 
We have no plans to talk to Hamas at present. We are therefore not in a position 
to assess the extent of Hamas's control in Gaza or to work with it to tackle 
militancy. We do however raise these issues in our regular dialogue and co-
operation on security issues with the Palestinian Authority. We will continue to call 
on all sides to act with restraint and avoid civilian casualties. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the ability of the Hamas Government in Gaza to maintain security in the 
region.[HL11722] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Our policy on Hamas is clear; the quartet has set out 
clearly that Hamas must renounce violence, recognise Israel and accept 
previously signed agreements. Hamas must make credible movement towards 
these conditions, which remain the benchmark against which its intentions should 
be judged. The clear focus for now must be a return to direct negotiations 
between the Israelis and Palestinians as soon as possible. 
Hamas continues to pursue an ideology of violence and directly to undermine 
prospects for peace in the region. It is part of the problem. It has yet to provide 
evidence that it can also be part of the solution, and this must clearly be the case 
if we are to review our position. 
We have no plans to talk to Hamas at present. We are therefore not in a position 
to assess the extent of Hamas's control in Gaza or to work with it to tackle 
militancy. We do however raise these issues in our regular dialogue and co-
operation on security issues with the Palestinian Authority. We will continue to call 
on all sides to act with restraint and avoid civilian casualties. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her  Majesty's  Government  what  representations  they  have  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0003.htm#1110039001028
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made to the Government of Israel concerning fishing limits off the coast of 
Gaza.[HL11723] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK frequently raises with the Israeli authorities 
the issue of easing restrictions on Gaza, but we have not made specific 
representations concerning fishing limits off the coast of Gaza. There has been no 
fundamental change in the crossings regime, and economic stagnation and de-
development in Gaza remain the norm, although Israel's decision to move from a 
list of 120 permitted goods to a list of specific prohibited items was a positive step. 
We are clear that more needs to be done, including on easing restrictions on 
exports, construction material imports and the movement of people. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0001.htm#111
0031001020  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they last discussed with the 
Government of Israel, and with what result, (a) the ability of the crossing-points into Gaza 
to deal with the imports and exports of that territory, and (b) the shortage of shekels in 
Gaza for use as local currency; and whether they will continue to make representations 
on those matters.[HL11981] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Truckloads entering Gaza are still only 45 per cent (based on June 
2011 figures) of what went in prior to June 2007. Most of the increase in imports 
has been consumer goods. In the last month the average number of trucks 
entering Gaza a day has been less than 300. There have been only around 200 
truckloads of exports in the whole of 2011 so far. The UN reports that Gaza needs 
to import and export 1,000 truckloads per day under normal economic conditions. 
Exports remain limited to specific authorized agricultural crops. Following the end 
of the strawberry and flowers season, no exports left Gaza. 
We were encouraged by the Israeli Government's decision to facilitate exports out 
of Gaza made in February 2011. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the 
Department for International Development have had talks with Israel about the 
type and level of exports they hope to achieve in 2011 as well as asking them to 
ease import restrictions. There has been limited progress and it is important that 
this now translates into real changes on the ground. We are concerned about the 
fiscal situation, including the availability of local currency. 
We continue to work closely with the quartet and EU partners and to call on Israel 
to ease restrictions on access and enable a return to economic normality. These 
issues were most recently raised by the UK at the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee 
meeting in New York on 18 September, both in the plenary session and in 
bilateral meetings with the Israeli delegation in the margins of the main event. Our 
ambassador to Tel Aviv also raises these concerns regularly with Israeli 
interlocutors. 
We are clear that more needs to be done, including on easing restrictions on 
exports, construction material imports and the movement of people. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they last discussed with the 
Government of Israel, and with what result, the provision of clean water supplies in Gaza 
and the alleged diversion of some supplies to adjacent parts of Israel; and whether they 
will continue to make representations on this matter. [HL11982] 

Baroness Northover: As I have made clear, the humanitarian situation in Gaza is 
unacceptable and unsustainable. DfID and FCO ministers, ambassadors and 
officials regularly make representations on this issue to the Government of Israel, 
including at the meeting of the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee in New York on Sunday 
18 September. The meeting welcomed the increase in building material for 
infrastructure development allowed into Gaza, but called for increased efforts to 
improve the humanitarian situation and implement long-term solutions to issues 
over  water.  We  will  therefore  continue  to  make  representations  to  the Israeli  
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Government. We are also supporting the Access Co-ordination Unit to work with 
Israel and other partners to facilitate the transfer of goods and people in and out 
of Gaza. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they last discussed with the 
Government of Israel, and with what result, the ban on imports of radiotherapy drugs for 
cancer patients in Gaza; and whether they will continue to make representations on this 
matter. [HL11983] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are aware that from a list of 460 essential drugs, 
Gaza's health ministry medical store is currently missing 170 items, including 
drugs used to strengthen the bones of cancer patients and other types of cancer-
related drugs. 
According to an UN Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs report that 
was published in August 2011, as of the end of August, approximately one third of 
the items in the essential drug list and 27 percent of the medical disposable items 
were at zero level at the Central Drug Store in the Gaza Strip. These shortages 
directly affect the delivery of health services at facilities run by the Ministry of 
Health, which provide 40 per cent of primary health care and 80 per cent of 
hospital care services. 
We continue to work closely with the quartet and EU partners, and to call on Israel 
to ease restrictions on access including access to humanitarian and medical 
supplies. This was most recently raised by the UK at the Ad Hoc Liaison 
Committee meeting in New York on 18 September both in the plenary session 
and in bilateral meetings with the Israeli delegation in the margins of the main 
event. Our ambassador to Tel Aviv also raises these concerns regularly with 
Israeli authorities. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they last discussed with the 
Government of Israel, and with what result, the number of children of school age in Gaza 
without school places; and whether they will continue to make representations on this 
matter.[HL11984] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have regularly raised the issue of schooling in 
Gaza and the need to allow materials in for donor-funded education projects 
including the building of 100 new UN Relief and Works Agency schools. 
We are clear that the situation in Gaza is both a tragedy and unsustainable. Whilst 
there is no humanitarian crisis in Gaza, there is an enduring need for 
humanitarian aid. We have also been clear that actions by both Israel and Hamas 
have contributed to this status quo. Working closely with the quartet and EU 
partners, we will continue to call on Israel to ease restrictions on access and 
enable a return to economic normality. 
We are clear that more needs to be done, including on easing restrictions on 
exports, construction material imports and the movement of people. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they last discussed with the 
Government of Israel, and with what result, the progress on the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency's building programme, and supply of materials for approved works in 
Gaza; and whether they will continue to make representations on this matter.[HL11985] 

Baroness Northover: As I have made clear, the humanitarian situation in Gaza is 
unacceptable and unsustainable. DfID and FCO ministers, ambassadors and 
officials regularly make representations on this issue to the Government of Israel, 
including at the meeting of the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee in New York on Sunday 
18 September.  Changes to the access regime announced in June 2010, and the 
package of measures agreed with the quartet representative in February 2011 
were positive steps. However, we are clear that more needs to done, particularly 
to ease restrictions on construction material imports, to ensure this translates into 
real change on the ground. We will therefore continue to make representations to 
the Israeli Government. We are also supporting the Access Co-ordination Unit to 
work with Israel and other partners to facilitate the transfer of goods and people in 
and out of Gaza. 

 



 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they last discussed with the 
Government of Israel, and with what result, restrictions on off-shore fishing in Gaza; and 
whether they will continue to make representations on this matter.[HL11986] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK frequently raises with the Israeli authorities 
the issue of easing restrictions on Gaza. But we have not made specific 
representations concerning fishing limits off the coast of Gaza. There has been no 
fundamental change in the crossings regime and economic stagnation and de-
development in Gaza remain the norm (although Israel's decision to move from a 
list of 120 permitted goods to a list of specific prohibited items was a positive 
step). We are clear that more needs to be done, including on easing restrictions 
on exports, construction material imports and the movement of people. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0003.htm  
 

Middle East Peace Process 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they are making 
within the European Union to work with other member states to utilise the collective 
financial strength of the European Union to support the Middle East peace process. 
[HL11762] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The EU and EU member states as a collective are the biggest 
financial supporters of the Palestinian Authority. In 2010 the EU gave a total of 
€377.9 million to the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) and to Palestinian 
refugees in the region. The Department for International Development imputed 
share was €1.79 million. This is in addition to DfID's bilateral support, which 
totalled £73.1 million. 
The EU development programme for the OPTs is supporting a successful Middle 
East peace process by helping build Palestinian institutions, improving security 
and promoting economic growth, so that any future state will be stable, 
prosperous, well run and an effective partner for peace with Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0001.htm#111
0031001043  
 

Middle East Peace Process 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they will take within the 
quartet on the Middle East to produce a framework for Middle Eastern peace, with a 
timetable for implementation.[HL11867] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK maintains a clear position-a return to credible negotiations is 
the best way to achieve a comprehensive resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and a Palestinian state. We are discussing all options that best support 
this objective with our international partners, including in the EU and quartet. 
Quartet representative Tony Blair and EU High Representative Baroness Ashton 
have recently been in the region to explore a way forward and will continue 
discussions in New York in the coming days. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111003w0003.htm#111
0039001020  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for the Middle East condemns attack on mosque in Israel  
UK welcomes the determination of Israeli authorities to pursue the criminals responsible.  
Speaking about the attack on a mosque in northern Israel, Minister for the Middle East 
and North Africa Alistair Burt today said: “I strongly condemn the attack on a mosque in 
Tuba Zangria, northern Israel last night. This intentionally provocative attack on a place of  
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worship is appalling. I note that Prime Minister Netanyahu has also condemned this 
senseless act of violence. I welcome the stated determination of the Israeli authorities to 
pursue the criminals responsible and to bring them to justice.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=664057882  

 
 

Council of Europe 

PACE grants ‘Partner for democracy’ status to the Palestinian National Council 
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) today voted to grant 
“Partner for democracy” status to the Palestinian National Council – only the second time 
such status has been accorded. 
Presenting the report at today’s debate, Tiny Kox (Netherlands, UEL) said the status 
“created new opportunities for the Palestinian people” and could be seen as part of the 
Arab Spring. The Speaker of the Palestinian National Council Salim Al-Za’noon hailed the 
decision as “historic” and said it could contribute to establishing peace in the region. A 
six-member delegation of Palestinian elected representatives will be able to speak in the 
Assembly and most of its committees, and propose subjects for debate, but cannot vote. 
In return, the Palestinian National Council – in a letter from its Speaker – has pledged to 
pursue the values upheld by the Council of Europe, hold free and fair elections and work 
towards abolishing the death penalty, among other commitments. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://assembly.coe.int/ASP/NewsManager/EMB_NewsManagerView.asp?ID=6987&L=2  
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Other Relevant Information 

Institute for Jewish Policy Research 

Home and away: Jewish journeys towards independence 
Key findings from the 2011 National Jewish Student Survey 
http://www.jpr.org.uk/downloads/NJSS_report%20final.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
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http://assembly.coe.int/ASP/NewsManager/EMB_NewsManagerView.asp?ID=6987&L=2
http://www.jpr.org.uk/downloads/NJSS_report%20final.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html


 

Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
 
 

Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 

Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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