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Home Affairs 

High Court 

Judgment: Before the Hon. Mr Justice Nicol:  
Raed Salah Mahajna and Secretary of State for the Home Department 
… 54. In my judgment what took place at the hotel was inadequate for the Claimant’s 
arrest to be lawful. … at that point the person concerned must be told something as to 
why the arrest is taking place … What he is told must relate to the factual as well as the 
legal position … but at this stage Officer Church did not even say that the Claimant was 
being arrested because he was about to be deported. … Rights under the common law 
and the Convention are intended to be real rights and confer real benefits. The Claimant 
was entitled to know, at least in the broadest terms, why he was being arrested. Even in 
English that information was not conveyed to him. That alone meant the arrest was 
unlawful. … 
57. … the failure to provide an explanation for his arrest in a language the Claimant could 
understand was a second reason why his arrest in the hotel was unlawful. … 
66. I grant permission to apply for judicial review.  
67. I have rejected the Claimant’s case that his detention was unlawful because it 
conflicted with the statutory purpose or the Secretary of State’s policy on detention. I 
have accepted his argument that he was not given proper and sufficient reasons for his 
arrest on 28th June nor was he given them until some time on 30th June. He is entitled to 
damages for wrongful detention during that period. … 
http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/Resources/JCO/Documents/Judgments/raed-mahajna-v-
sshd-judgment.pdf  

 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

Offences Aggravated by Religious Prejudice (Convictions) 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many people 
have been convicted under section 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act (2003). 
(S4O-00225) 

The Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs (Roseanna 
Cunningham): Up to the end of March 2010, 1,514 people had been convicted 
of religiously aggravated offences. The figure shows why it is vital that the police 
and courts have an appropriate range of powers available to them to tackle 
offensive   behaviour.   The   Offensive   Behaviour   at  Football  and  Threatening  
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Communications (Scotland) Bill, which I introduced earlier this year, will send a 
clear and powerful signal to football fans and the public more generally that such 
behaviour is simply unacceptable. … 

George Adam (Paisley) (SNP): I thank the minister for her answers on the challenge 
that lies ahead. Does she agree that one of the ways to tackle sectarianism is to ensure 
that there is legislation that will root out and deal with all forms of sectarian behaviour, 
wherever and however it occurs? 

Roseanna Cunningham: Indeed. Robust legislation must underpin the work that 
we do to tackle sectarianism in Scotland, which is why we introduced the 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
in response to some of the ugly scenes that were witnessed earlier this year. 
Introducing the bill was the right action to take. Ninety-one per cent of Scottish 
people believe that we need to take tougher action to tackle sectarianism and 
offensive behaviour at football, but sectarianism is, of course, not just a football 
problem. … 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6424&mo
de=html#iob_58579 

 
 

Office for National Statistics 

Integrated Household Survey April 2010 to March 2011: Experimental Statistics 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171778_227150.pdf 
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Israel 

European Parliament 

Parliament supports Palestine's "legitimate" bid for statehood  
Parliament called Palestine's bid for statehood "legitimate" in a resolution passed on 
Thursday, and said that a solution should be found within a year. MEPs believe, however, 
that Palestinian statehood should result from negotiations, during the current UN General 
Assembly session.  "The right of Palestinians to self-determination and to have their own 
state is unquestionable, as is the right of Israel to exist within safe borders", says the 
resolution, adopted by a show of hands.  
Parliament reiterates its strong support for the two-state solution on the basis of the 1967 
borders with Jerusalem as capital of both states, and stresses that direct negotiations 
between Israelis and Palestinians should resume without delay. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110929IPR27854/html/Parliamen
t-supports-Palestine%27s-legitimate-bid-for-statehood  
 
To read the full text of the resolution see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2011-
0429+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN  

 
 

Palestinian Ministry of National Economy 

The economic costs of the Israeli occupation for the occupied Palestinian territory 
http://www.mne.gov.ps/pdf/EconomiccostsofoccupationforPalestine.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

In the European Court of Human Rights: Eweida and Chaplin v United Kingdom, 
and Ladele and McFarlane v United Kingdom: Submission of the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/legal/ehrc_submission_to_ecthr_sep
_2011.pdf  
 
 
Equal Rights, Equal Respect: resource for teaching equality and human rights in schools 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/equal-rights-equal-respect/  
 
 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

Respect for and protection of persons belonging to minorities 2008-2010 
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-Report-Respect-protection-minorities-
2011_EN.pdf  

 
 

Coexist Foundation 

$100,000 Prize for Coexist Heroes 
… Coexist … will honor an individual who has shown inspirational courage, imagination 
and commitment … The Prize is completely inclusive and explicitly open to people of all 
faiths, and those of no religious persuasion. There are also two runners up awards worth 
$10,000. … 
An internationally respected panel of judges, including Her Excellency Mary Robinson, 
His Excellency The Grand Mufti of Egypt Sheikh Ali Gomaa, Rabbi David Rosen 
(American Jewish Committee's International Director of Interreligious Affairs), and 
Professor David Ford of the Cambridge University Inter-Faith Programme, will choose 
the winner and the two runners up.  
Members of the public can nominate people through the online nomination form here … 
The deadline for nominations is the 14th of October. … 
http://www.coexistfoundation.net/en-gb/news-article/31/%24100000-prize-for-coexist-
heroes.htm 

 
 

Vodafone 

World of Difference programme: Donate yourself and get paid for your time    
Could your charity benefit from the skills and commitment of someone who'd like to 
donate their time to it? That's what World of Difference UK is all about. The World of 
Difference UK programme gives 500 people the opportunity to donate themselves to a 
UK charity of their choice and get paid for it. Placements are full-time for two months 
(minimum 30 hours per week) or, if you prefer, part-time for four months (minimum of 15 
hours per week).   
 … Got a project you haven't been able to complete? Need a fresh perspective on 
things? Looking for a set of skills that you don't have in-house? Get involved in the 
programme and you could get the extra help you need to make a difference. … 
http://worldofdifference.vodafone.co.uk/charity.html  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 

 

Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
 
 

Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
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Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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