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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Home Secretary agrees march ban 
English Defence League members had planned to march in Tower Hamlets on 
September 3, with rival demonstrations expected from opposition groups. But the 
Metropolitan Police Service applied for permission to stop the protests amid public order 
fears. After receiving the official application late on Thursday, Home Secretary Theresa 
May today agreed to a ban across five London boroughs. … 
The ban imposed will cover all protest marches by any group, but will not prevent static 
demonstrations. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/EDL-ban  
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St Andrews Student Convicted for Racially Aggravated Attack on Jewish Student 
In a widely reported case, a St Andrews student, Paul Donnachie, has been convicted in 
Cupar Sheriff Court of “acting in a racially aggravated manner which caused distress or 
alarm” to a Jewish fellow-student.  One significant aspect of Sheriff Charlie McNair’s 
judgement was his finding that the student’s identification with Israel is part of his Jewish 
identity, so that to attack him on those grounds constitutes a racially aggravated offence. 
…  In the early hours of 12th March this year, his room-mate was brought back to the 
room drunk and unconscious.  Later, two other students, Paul Donnachie and Samuel 
Colchester, came to check on him. Although they had been in the room several times, 
and had never previously commented on the flag, as the court heard in evidence, 
Donnachie then launched into a tirade of expletives about Israel, and calling Chanan a 
‘terrorist’, wiped his hand on his genitals and then onto what he called a ‘terrorist flag’, 
and then went out into the hallway in the halls of residence shouting about Israel being 
‘terrorists, an illegitimate state, and Nazis’, disturbing other students. The court also heard 
that Colchester jumped on Chanan in his bed, and urinated around the room, including on 
his toothbrush.  The following day, Donnachie posted messages on Facebook, and 
delivered a note to Chanan, saying that he did not regret his actions. … 
The Sheriff ruled that there was clear corroborated evidence that Donnachie’s actions 
had caused alarm and distress, and that he had acted in this way because of Chanan’s 
identification with Israel.   His crime was  therefore  quite clearly racially aggravated under  
 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/EDL-ban


 

the definition in Scots law. … 
His supporters, who had demonstrated outside the court, booed the Sheriff, and shouted 
at the Jewish Student Chaplain and his colleagues that their actions were “scandalous”, 
and that “as Jews you should be ashamed”. … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2011/11viii_st_andrews/st_andrews.html  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Surge in violence makes breaking Israeli-Palestinian deadlock more urgent 
… “Ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and establishing an independent and viable 
State of Palestine living side by side with Israel in peace and security are long overdue,” 
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs B. Lynn Pascoe told the Security Council … 
“The status quo is unsustainable and damaging to both sides,” he said, noting that the 
UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert Serry, was actively 
engaged in Egyptian efforts to restore the calm out of Gaza that had prevailed since April. 
… The Palestinians have refused to resume negotiations with Israel unless there is a 
complete halt to settlement building on the occupied land that they want for their future 
State, with East Jerusalem as its capital, and intend to ask the UN General Assembly and 
Security Council next month to recognize such a State and grant it full UN membership, a 
move Israel opposes. … 
Turning to Lebanon, Mr. Pascoe said Israeli violations of the country’s air space continue 
on an almost daily basis and in high numbers, although the situation remained “generally 
quiet and stable” in the southern region, where an expanded UN peacekeeping force has 
been monitoring a ceasefire since the month-long war between Israel and Hizbollah 
militants in 2006. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39380&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
High unemployment blights Palestinian lives 
The economy of the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt) grew by 9.3 per cent last year, 
but that expansion was not enough to reduce the area’s 30 per cent unemployment rate, 
the United Nations trade and development arm said in a new report released today. Gaza 
saw a 15 per cent growth, while the West Bank’s economy expanded by 7.6 per cent, the 
UN Conference of Trade and Development said in its annual report on assistance to the 
Palestinian people. The Palestinian per capita gross domestic product (GDP) last year 
was still seven per cent below the levels of 1999, according to the study. …  
A recent study by the Bank of Israel indicated that about 58 per cent of what is officially 
reported as Israeli exports to oPt actually comes from abroad through Israel’s trade 
sector. Customs revenue from those imports is captured by the Israeli authorities and not 
transferred to the Palestinian Authority. The loss to the Palestinian treasury is estimated 
to be in the range of $480 million per year, or 25 per cent … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39373&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Report on UNCTAD assistance to the Palestinian people: Developments in the 
economy of the occupied Palestinian territory 
http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/tdb58d4_en.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission 

New tools to help charities file information online  
The Charity Commission … has developed new video tutorials to help charities file their 
Annual Returns and update their details online. … [and] has re-designed the Annual 
Return and enhanced its online written guidance. … 
The Charity Commission has produced video tutorials for charities in three different 
income bands:  

 Annual income under £10,000 
 Annual income over £10,000 and up to £25,000 
 Annual income over £25,000 and up to £500,000 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/RSS/News/pr_ar11.aspx  
 
 

Fundamental Rights Agency 

Call for tender: Survey on discrimination and hate crime against Jews 
Deadline for applications: 6 September 2011  
The overall objective of the survey is to collect new comparable data in nine Member 
States on the experiences, perceptions and views of Jewish respondents (persons who 
self-identify as Jewish on the basis of religion, ethnicity or any other reason) that will 
assist policy makers and others in tackling discrimination, hate crime, as well as lack of 
rights awareness and underreporting of incidents. 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/about_fra/procurement/open_calls/cft-dse-11-t05_en.htm  
   

 

European Network Against Racism 

Call for authors: ENAR European Shadow Report 2010/11 
Closing date for applications: 7 September 2011 
Racism is a reality in the lives of ethnic and religious minorities in the EU. However, the 
extent and manifestations of this fact are often unknown and undocumented, especially 
with regard to official data sources. … 
The Shadow Reports have proved to be a major tool for advocacy and communication 
towards national governments and European institutions and bodies and have been used 
by other stakeholders as an evidence base. The reports are unique in that they bring 
together facts and developments to help to build a counter-perspective on racism which 
reflects the views of NGOs and victims at local, national and EU level and have had a 
demonstrable impact on policy change, representing a key source of analysis. … 
http://www.enar-eu.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=27845&langue=EN  

 
Call for authors: ENAR publication on “far right discourses” 
Closing date for applications: 9 September 2011 
The far-right has been spreading throughout Europe. As it spans its base across the EU, 
it has influenced conservatives and political parties in government alike. … 
Rather than develop innovative ideas and apply political courage, many prefer embracing 
far right themes under the guise that “the extreme-right asks the good questions but 
brings the wrong answers”. The tendency therefore has been to highlight contemporary 
challenges, reflecting negative clichés … When political leaders borrow from extreme-
right narratives in order to win some of the extreme-right electorate, this trivializes the 
heritage of democracy and indirectly contributes to extreme-right violence in Europe. …  
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The victims of extreme-right movements often stem from minority communities: Jews, 
Blacks, Muslims, Roma, gays and lesbians, among others. Yet, the recent Oslo killings 
demonstrate that extreme-right ideologies are a danger for the whole of society and not 
only for minorities. … 
ENAR thus aims with this publication to examine the varying arguments used in far right 
discourses, the reasons for its expansion and growing popularity throughout Europe and 
to assess differences between EU member states. This publication should provide an 
analysis of contemporary far right discourses currently taking place throughout Europe. It 
should include an examination of the causes motivating far right discourse, identify the 
political actors and countries currently involved in the promotion of far right ideologies, 
and reveal current challenges linked to the spread of far right movements. By analysing 
to what extent discourses shape identities, or the opposite, to what extent identities are 
shaped by discourses, this study should draw on the post-colonial notion of the ‘Other’ 
and reflect the interrelation between concepts of power, culture and oppression. As such, 
a connection should be made between far right discourses, right-wing ideologies, and the 
role of political rhetoric, the media, and certain political parties. This analysis should also 
include links of the far right to racism, anti-Semitism, anti-Gypsism, Islamophobia, 
xenophobia, and the politicisation of fear. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.enar-eu.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=27856&langue=EN  
 

 

Spinwatch 

The Cold War on British Muslims 
http://www.spinwatch.org/images/The%20Cold%20War%20on%20British%20Muslims.pdf  

 
 

Center for American Progress 

Fear, Inc. The Roots of the Islamophobia Network in America 
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2011/08/pdf/islamophobia.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

** closes in 8 days 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Legal intervention on religion or belief 
rights: seeking your views (closing date extended to 5 September 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/legal/ecthr_consultation_11_aug_1
1.doc  
 
** closes in 8 days 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closes 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closes 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
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VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date 11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education (closes 30 
November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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