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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Mark Durkan (2121) Equality and Human Rights Commission application to the 
European Court of Human Rights That this House welcomes the application by the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission to intervene in four cases at the European Court 
of Human Rights which involve alleged religious discrimination in the workplace; notes 
the Commission's concern that UK and European Courts have created a body of 
confusing and contradictory case law making it difficult for employers to know what they 
should be doing to protect people from religion- or belief-based discrimination; 
acknowledges its hope that it is possible to accommodate expression of religion 
alongside the rights of people who are not religious and the needs of business; further 
notes that the Commission thinks that there is a need for clearer legal principles to help 
the courts consider what is and what is not justifiable in such cases, which might help to 
resolve differences without resorting to legal action and that it hopes to propose ideas on 
reasonable accommodations in that context; recognises that the Commission is acting 
under its statutory duty in section 30 of the Equality Act 2010 and that it would act as an 
independent party providing expert advice to the court; and stresses that any clarification 
or development of employment case law must not threaten any rights to goods or 
services which all citizens should enjoy from all providers - commercial, voluntary or 
public sector - free from any discrimination on any grounds including the religious or 
conscientious belief of any employee. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2121  

 
 

Home Office 

Telford marches banned 
The Home Secretary has decided that marches planned in Telford this weekend cannot 
go ahead. This follows plans by the English Defence League (EDL) to march in the town 
on August 13.'I have given my consent to a ban on marches in Telford this weekend. It is 
clear that a ban is needed to ensure communities and property are protected,' said the 
Home Secretary. 'What this ban does not do, however, is stop an EDL presence or a 
static demonstration in Telford this weekend. 'West Mercia Police have a significant 
number of officers being deployed to police any EDL presence. I encourage all local 
people to work with the police to ensure community relations are not undermined.' 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/telford  
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Scottish Government 

Scottish Social Attitudes survey 2010: Attitudes to discrimination and positive action 
Summary   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/355763/0120175.pdf  

Report   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/355716/0120166.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel 
Baroness Brinton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding the uprooting of olive trees by troops and 
Israeli settlers in Deir Istiya in the northern West Bank.[HL11459] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of the incident that the noble Baroness mentions. This 
is important both because olive groves are the sole source of income for many 
subsistence farmers and olive trees are a national symbol for Palestinians. We 
have raised our concerns about such incidents with the Co-ordinator of 
Government Activities in the Territories and the Israel Defence Forces. Our staff in 
the consulate general in Jerusalem will continue to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110811w0004.htm#110
81115002398  

 
 

Home Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns expansion of illegal Israeli settlements  
The Foreign Secretary said: 
"I condemn yesterday’s news that the Government of Israel is advancing plans for over 
4,000 more East Jerusalem settlement housing units. This comes a week after the 
approval of over 900 housing units in Har Homa. I am concerned that Israel has ignored 
the international community’s calls for an end to this settlement action. At a time when all 
parties should be striving to return to talks, this announcement undermines trust and – by 
illegally changing the situation on the ground – threatens the two state solution for which 
we are working hard. It is deeply disappointing.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=643798482  
 

 

Council of the European Union 

Statement by High Representative Catherine Ashton on Settlement Expansion in 
East Jerusalem 
Catherine Ashton, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy and Vice-President of the Commission, made today the following statement: "It is 
with deep regret that, once again, I received information of the publicly stated intention of 
the Israeli government to continue settlement expansion in East Jerusalem. The EU has 
repeatedly called on Israel to end all settlement activity, including natural growth, and to 
dismantle outposts erected since March 2001. Settlement activity threatens the viability of 
an agreed two-state solution and undermines ongoing efforts to resume negotiations." 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/124277.pdf  
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United Nations 

Senior UN official criticizes Israel’s plan for new housing in East Jerusalem 
A senior United Nations envoy today called Israel’s announced plan to develop new 
housing units in East Jerusalem, if confirmed, a “provocative action” that undermines 
international efforts to foster peace talks between it and the Palestinians. Voicing alarm 
…  [Robert Serry] said in a statement after Israel today announced the plans to develop 
new units in East Jerusalem, which the Palestinians want as capital of their future State, 
including 1,600 units in Ramat Shlomo. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39280&Cr=Israel&Cr1=  
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closes 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closes 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date 11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education (closes 30 
November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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