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Home Affairs 

Government Equalities Office 

Evaluation of the Equality Act 2010: Evidence Dossier 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/research/EDF-evidence-dossier  

 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly 

Sectarian and Racial Activity 
Mr Craig asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister what indicators they use to 
measure the scale of sectarian and racial activity; and what have these results shown 
over the last five years. (AQW 921/11-15)  

Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness: In January 2007, OFMDFM published 
the ‘Good Relations Indicators Baseline Report’. Four further updates have 
subsequently been published, the latest in January 2011.  
The indicators monitor good relations over time and included within these are a 
number specific to sectarian and racial activity. These are as follows:  

Racially Motivated Hate Incidents and Crimes  
  2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 
Incidents 1,047 976 990 1,038 842 
Crimes  861 757 771 712 531 

Whilst there has been some fluctuation over the past five years, racially motivated 
hate incidents are down by a fifth from 1,047 incidents in 2006/07 to 842 in 
2010/11.  
Crimes with a racist motivation fell by a quarter between 2009/10 and 2010/11 
(712 versus 531). Generally speaking, over the past five years there has been a 
downward trend in this type of crime. In fact, the 2010/11 figure is the lowest since 
2004/05 when they were first presented in the Good Relations baseline report.  

Sectarian Motivated Hate Incidents and Crimes  
  2006/07  2007/08 2008/09 2009/10  2010/11  
Incidents 1,695  1,584  1,595  1,840  1,437  
Crimes  1,217  1,056  1,017  1,264  995  

Despite there being a peak in the number of sectarian incidents in 2009/10 with 
1,840 incidents recorded by the PSNI, the overall trend has been one of a slow 
reduction. In the past five years there has been a reduction of 15% in sectarian 
motivated incidents and at 1,437 the 2010/11 figure is the lowest since the series 
began in 2005/06.  
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Similarly, there has been a downward trend in sectarian motivated crimes and 
whilst the 2009/10 figure did see an increase, the latest figure of 995 indicates a 
further reduction in this crime type. Compared with 5 years ago there has been a 
decrease of 222 sectarian crimes (18%). The number of sectarian crimes has 
fallen below 1,000 for the first time since the data series began in 2005/06  
Note: not all incidents will result in the recording of a crime whilst other incidents 
might constitute more than one crime.  

Attacks on symbolic premises  
  2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 
Church or chapel  19 37 24 23 
GAA or Ancient Order of 
Hibernians Hall  6 10 15 8 
Orange or Apprentice 
Boys Hall  

63 61 72 58 

School 6 13 15 * 
* Cell suppression has been applied to ensure that the identity of 
individuals/organisations or any private information relating to them is not revealed  
This indicator covers sectarian attacks on churches or chapels; GAA or Ancient 
Order of Hibernians Halls; Orange or Apprentice Boys Halls; and schools. The figures 
are a subset of sectarian motivated crimes and date back to 2007/08. Over the four 
year period of 2007/08 to 2010/11 attacks have tended to fluctuate, with no clear 
pattern being identified for any of the four categories of symbolic premises. However, 
it is worth noting that for each category the 2010/11 figures are lower than those 
recorded in the previous year. Over the four years, at least half of all sectarian 
attacks on symbolic premises have been targeted at Orange Halls or Apprentice 
Boys’ Halls.  
Note: changes were introduced in 2007/08 to improve the accuracy and reliability of 
these figures and consequently data collected prior to this may not be directly 
comparable.  

      Motivation behind intimidation of those presenting as homeless  
Homeless due to:  2006/07 2007/08 2008/09  2009/10  
Racial intimidation  41  32  45  96  
Sectarian intimidation 67  53  61  75  

Since 2006/07, NIHE have collected information on the motivation behind the 
intimidation of those presenting as homeless, recording reasons including 
sectarianism and racism. There has been some increase in the number of 
households presenting as homeless both as a result of sectarian and racial 
intimidation, the increase being more dramatic for those attributing their 
homelessness status to the latter and likely to be linked to the attacks on Roma 
families in June 2009. Collectively, there has been an increase of 63 such cases 
since recording began. The 2009/10 figures of 96 for those citing racial intimidation 
as the reason for their state of homelessness represents a rise for two consecutive 
years; the same trend is apparent for those citing sectarian intimidation with 75 such 
cases recorded in 2009/10.  
A number of other related indicators, whilst less specific to the question asked, can 
be found at the following link:  
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality/equalityresearch/research-publications/gr-
pubs.htm  
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2011mandate/writtenans/2011/110729.htm  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of Israel’s passing of the boycott law and its impact on freedom of speech.[HL11325]  

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware that the Israeli Knesset has passed a boycotts law. We 
are concerned by the boycotts law, which infringes on legitimate freedom of 
expression and runs counter to Israel's strong tradition of free and vigorous 
political debate. We understand that the law will be challenged in Israel's courts. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the treatment of British participants in the "Flytilla" by Israeli authorities; and what 
discussions they had with the Government of Israel preventing participants from leaving 
the United Kingdom.[HL11326]  

Lord Howell of Guildford: Twelve British nationals were detained on 8 July at 
Ben Gurion Airport. All have now travelled back to the UK without charge. The 
legal basis for their detention is a matter for the Israeli authorities, and for those 
who were detained to follow up with their lawyers. However, our travel advice 
makes clear that travellers to the Occupied Palestinian Territories may face 
difficulties on arrival. The British nationals concerned were visited four times by 
consular staff, including a visit by our ambassador. Our ambassador was in 
repeated contact with the Israeli Government at a senior level to facilitate their 
return to the UK as quickly as possible, and his team were in frequent 
communication with the Israelis to raise and resolve issues at the working level. 
We will follow up any allegations of mistreatment with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/01082011.htm#hdg-Israel  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the United Nations report into the killing of Palestinian protesters on Nakba day on the 
border between Israel and Lebanon.[HL11053]  

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of the United Nations report into the Nakba Day 
protests and have studied it carefully. We recognise Israel’s important security 
needs but consistently underline the need for a proportionate response avoiding 
civilian casualties. I refer the noble Baroness to the Statement that my right 
honourable friend the Foreign Secretary made on 15 May, "I am deeply 
concerned by the violence on Israel’s borders today and saddened by the loss of 
life. I call on all parties to exercise restraint and ensure that civilian life is 
protected. These developments make clearer than ever that a lasting and 
comprehensive resolution to the conflicts in the region is urgently needed and will 
only be achieved through negotiation". 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/01082011.htm#hdg-
IsraelandPalestine  
 

Palestine 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by Lord 
Howell of Guildford on 5 April (WA 362), in reviewing available independent studies 
about race hatred in Palestinian school text-books, what account they took of the recent 
report of the Institute for monitoring peace and cultural tolerance in school education 
(IMPACT-SE) in Jerusalem.[HL11136]  

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford):   Officials   from   the   Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Office  met  with  
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IMPACT-SE in July 2011 to discuss its recent report, which is one of a number we 
have received on these issues. We are reviewing the report and will follow up on 
any points that we believe to be of concern. 
The Government’s wider position as set out in the response dated 5 April 2011, 
Official Report, col. WA 362, is based on independent research, including that 
conducted by the US Congressional Research Service and the Israel/Palestine 
Center for Research and Information on behalf of the US Department of State. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/01082011.htm#hdg-Palestine  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110405w0001.htm#110
40572000570  
 

Middle East 
Lord Hylton: o ask Her Majesty’s Government what are their priorities for the 
forthcoming United Nations Security Council's open debate on the Middle 
East.[HL11012]  

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Our priorities for the forthcoming United Nations Security Council 
open debate on the Middle East remain as they are now: to continue to push hard 
for a return to negotiations on the basis agreed by my right honourable friend the 
Prime Minister and President Obama: borders based on 1967 lines with mutually 
agreed swaps; security for Israel; and the right for Palestinians to govern 
themselves in a sovereign and contiguous state. We are working hard with our 
international partners for a return to negotiations on this basis. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/01082011.htm#hdg-
MiddleEast  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister expresses concern over an Israel Defence Forces operation  
Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt has urged restraint after an Israeli Defence 
Forces (IDF) operation in Qalandiya refugee camp killed two Palestinians and injured a 
number of Israeli soldiers. Commenting on the IDF operation on 1 August the Foreign 
Office Minister said: “I am concerned about the incident which took place in Qalandiya 
refugee camp yesterday in which two Palestinians were killed during an IDF operation. 
The circumstances leading to these two deaths needs to be fully investigated.  I urge 
both sides to exercise restraint and avoid inflammatory actions such as this.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=638559682  

 
 

United Nations 

Minor incidents between Israel and Lebanon could spark war, UN envoy warns 
Incidents such as the exchange of gunfire that took place across the Israeli-Lebanese 
border earlier this week must be avoided, the United Nations envoy for Lebanon has 
stressed, warning that they can easily flare up into something more dangerous. “We 
cannot afford any incidents like this,” Michael Williams, the UN Special Coordinator for 
Lebanon, told reporters in Beirut yesterday following his meeting with Prime Minister 
Najib Mikati. “You can go from an incident like this to war within a few hours,” he added. 
“That is the reality.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39220&Cr=Leban&Cr1=   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closes 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closes 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education (closes 30 
November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1  
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