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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religion: Education 
Tessa Munt: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what proportion of pupils in 
schools in England are being taught religious education at key stage (a) 3 and (b) 4. 
[64182] 

Mr Gibb: The law requires all maintained schools in England to provide RE to all 
registered pupils at the school for the duration of their schooling. Academies are 
also required by their funding agreements. However, parents can withdraw their 
child from RE if they wish. We do not gather any data about the number of pupils 
withdrawn from RE. 

Tessa Munt: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what steps his Department has 
taken against schools which have not fulfilled their obligations in respect of the teaching 
of religious education at Key Stage (a) 3 and (b) 4 since his appointment; and what 
sanctions are available to his Department in such cases. [64183] 

Mr Gibb: The Department has not been made aware of specific instances of 
schools which have not fulfilled their obligations in respect of the teaching of 
religious education at any key stage. 

Religious education (RE) is a statutory part of the basic curriculum and all maintained 
schools, by law, must provide RE for all pupils attending school. 

The head teacher of a school, its governors, and the local authority, are 
responsible for ensuring that the school provides religious education: Maintained 
schools are obliged to follow the locally agreed syllabus provided by the local 
authority. 
Academies are also required to provide RE, and this is set out in an academy's 
funding agreement. As with all subjects, academies have the freedom to design 
their own curriculum for re. a parent may raise a complaint about an academy with 
the academy trust, and if their complaint is not handled appropriately, they may 
refer it to the Young People's Learning Agency (YPLA), which deals with 
complaints about academies on behalf of the Secretary of State. 
A complaint about the curriculum in maintained schools should in the first instance 
be considered by the governing body (GB), as they share responsibility for the 
curriculum with the head teacher. If the complainant is not satisfied with the way in 
which the GB considers their complaint, they may refer it to the local authority. 
Ultimately the matter may be referred to the Secretary of State if it is not still not 
resolved. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110718/text/110718w0
001.htm#11071831000024  
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Wales Office 

Next Steps for Commission on Devolution in Wales outlined 
Secretary of State for Wales … announced that an independent Commission will be 
established in the autumn to … examine issues of fiscal devolution and accountability in 
Wales and will take into consideration the work of the Holtham Commission.  It will aim to 
report on its recommendations in the autumn of 2012. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.walesoffice.gov.uk/2011/07/19/next-steps-for-commission-on-devolution-in-
wales-outlined/  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: British Nationals Abroad 
Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will raise with his Israeli counterpart the case of UK activists held at Givon prison in 
Ramle, Israel; if he will establish the basis for their detention; whether any charges have 
been brought; under what conditions they are being held; and if he will make a 
statement. [66231] 

Alistair Burt [holding answer 14 July 2011]: I can confirm 12 British nationals 
were detained on 8 July at Ben Gurion airport. By 13 July, all but one had 
returned to the UK, with one being allowed to enter Israel. None of them were 
charged. The legal basis for their detention is a matter for the Israeli authorities, 
and for the detainees to follow up through their own lawyer should they wish to. 
However, our travel advice clearly states that travellers to the Occupied Territories 
may face difficulties on arrival. They were visited four times by consular staff, 
including a visit by our ambassador to Israel.  
Our ambassador was in regular contact with the Israeli Government at a senior 
level to facilitate the quickest possible return of the detainees, and his team were 
in constant communication to raise and resolve issues at the working level. We 
will follow up any allegations of mistreatment with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110718/text/110718w0
002.htm#11071839000017  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning British citizens held at Tel Aviv Airport who 
have been refused entry into Israel and the West Bank of Palestine.[HL11056] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): I can confirm 12 British nationals were detained on 8 July at Ben 
Gurion Airport. All but one have now returned to the UK, with one being allowed to 
enter Israel. None of them was charged. The legal basis for their detention is a 
matter for the Israeli authorities, and for the detainees to follow up through their 
own lawyer should they wish to. However, our travel advice clearly states that 
travellers to the Occupied Territories may face difficulties on arrival. They were 
visited four times by consular staff, including a visit by our ambassador. 
Our ambassador was in regular contact with the Israeli Government at a senior 
level to facilitate the quickest possible return of the detainees, and his team were 
in constant communication to raise and resolve issues at the working level. We 
will follow up any allegations of mistreatment with the Israeli authorities. 
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Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the alleged mistreatment of British citizens 
held at Tel Aviv Airport.[HL11057] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I can confirm 12 British nationals were detained on 8 
July at Ben Gurion Airport. All but one have now returned to the UK, with one 
being allowed to enter Israel. None of them was charged. The legal basis for their 
detention is a matter for the Israeli authorities, and for the detainees to follow up 
through their own lawyer should they wish to. However, our travel advice clearly 
states that travellers to the Occupied Territories may face difficulties on arrival. 
They were visited four times by consular staff, including a visit by our 
ambassador. 
Our ambassador was in regular contact with the Israeli Government at a senior 
level to facilitate the quickest possible return of the detainees, and his team were 
in constant communication to raise and resolve issues at the working level. We 
will follow up any allegations of mistreatment with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110718w0001.htm#110
71815000570  
 

Syria 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what information they have received on 
the burning of 10 square kilometres of open space in the occupied Golan Heights, near 
the Syrian town of Qunaytra. [HL11013] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of reports of a fire in the Golan Heights which has 
since been brought under control. We are also aware of allegations that the fire 
was deliberately started but we have not seen evidence in support of this. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110718w0001.htm#110
71815000588  
 

Palestinians: Human Rights 
Mark Garnier: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps his Department has taken to uphold accountability for allegations of breaches of 
international humanitarian law arising from the Gaza conflict through full, fair and 
impartial investigations by the parties since January 2011. [66247] 

Alistair Burt: The allegations about the conduct of both sides during the Gaza 
conflict are very serious. From the outset we have called for them to be properly 
and independently investigated by both sides. 
We are committed to upholding accountability for allegations of breaches of 
international humanitarian law that arose from the Gaza conflict through full, fair 
and impartial investigations by the parties. 
We will continue to press the parties on this point and follow the progress of 
investigations closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110718/text/110718w0
002.htm#11071839000027  
 

Middle East: EU Action 
Cathy Jamieson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with his European counterparts on a common policy 
on Palestine. [66179] 
Alistair Burt: We discuss the Middle East Peace Process regularly at ministerial and 
official level with EU partners. We welcome the important progress the Palestinian 
Authority, in the West Bank, has made in building institutions of state. 

We continue to believe that the best way to achieve a lasting solution that delivers 
a sovereign, independent and contiguous Palestinian state alongside a safe and 
secure Israel at  peace with its  neighbours is through a  negotiated  solution.  The  
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EU FAC conclusions of May 2011 set out the European policy on the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories and its hopes for a future Palestinian state. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/1221
65.pdf  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110718/text/110718w0
002.htm#11071839000022  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
for what purposes UK arms exports to Israel may be used by the Israeli military in the 
West Bank and Gaza in accordance with the Consolidated EU and National Criteria. 
[66250] 

Alistair Burt: The Government policy on the export of UK controlled military 
goods to all destinations is based on the Consolidated EU and National Arms 
Export Licensing Criteria. All export applications are assessed on a case-by-case 
basis, against the Consolidated Criteria, taking into account the circumstances 
prevailing at the time of the application and the stated end user and end use. The 
criteria make clear that the Government will not approve the export of controlled 
military goods where there is a clear risk that the proposed export might be used 
for internal repression, or where it would provoke or prolong armed conflicts or 
aggravate existing tensions or conflicts in the country of final destination. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110718/text/110718w0
002.htm#11071839000021  

 
 

B’tselem 

No Minor Matter: Violation of the Rights of Palestinian Minors Arrested by Israel on 
Suspicion of Stone-Throwing 
http://www.btselem.org/download/201107_no_minor_matter_eng.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 

Ping Pong: Lords consideration of Commons reasons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110718-
0001.htm#1107183000912  
 

Lords insistence and reason 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0224/2012224.1-2.html  
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Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/su071-
ixa.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0086/amend/am086-b.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 3 days 
Consultation on strategic plan 2009-12 (closing date 22 July 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-
plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/  

 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closes 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closes 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_PR
OD1_031398    
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