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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Arrest Warrants (War Crimes) 
6. Ann Clwyd (Cynon Valley) (Lab): Whether the Government plan to make additional 
resources available to the Director of Public Prosecutions to enable him to discharge the 
new responsibilities contained in the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill to 
consider arrest warrants in war crimes cases. [63523] 

The Solicitor-General: The Crown Prosecution Service currently anticipates that 
any additional responsibilities will be absorbed within current resources. 

Ann Clwyd: The Solicitor-General will have read the report of the Joint Committee on 
Human Rights on this issue, which finds that the Government have not made their case 
and that they should think again. I find it particularly ironic that we are prepared to 
change the law to protect one Israeli opposition leader when another opposition leader, 
the Palestinian Sheikh Salah, comes here and is put straight in jail. Where is the justice 
in that? 

The Solicitor-General: I appreciate the right hon. Lady’s interest in this aspect of 
public policy, and I also appreciate that she has firm opinions on the matter. She 
is fully entitled to those opinions. In short, the law was changed not in order to 
solve the problems of one individual but to deal with a public policy problem. She 
knows that really. 

Duncan Hames (Chippenham) (LD): On 11 January, in this House, a Justice Minister 
assured me that allegations under universal jurisdiction offences would be accorded the 
highest priority. Does the Solicitor-General accept the need for an out-of-hours response 
so that we can be confident that those suspected of such serious crimes will not evade 
arrest? 

The Solicitor-General: The criminal justice system, as the hon. Gentleman 
knows, never rests. If someone is arrested or brought into custody, he will have 
available to him, or should have, not only the benefit of the attention of the police 
and the Crown Prosecution Service but also of his own defence lawyers. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110705/debtext/11070
5-0001.htm#11070565000030  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Property 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of exhibitions in London advertising property to buy in illegal Israeli settlements. 
[HL10527] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We make clear through our travel advice that there are risks involved 
with purchasing property in Israeli settlements on land considered to be occupied 
under international law, in East Jerusalem, the West Bank and the Golan. 
Potential purchasers should be aware that a future peace deal between Israel and 
the Palestinians, or between Israel and Syria, could have consequences for 
property they purchase in these settlements. The Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office does not offer legal advice on or become involved in private property 
disputes. 
We voted in favour of a key UN Security Council Resolution on settlements in 
February because our views on this issue are clear: settlements are illegal under 
international law, an obstacle to peace and constitute a threat to a two-state 
solution. All settlement activity, including in East Jerusalem, should cease 
immediately. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110705w0001.htm#110
70571000509  
 

Israel: Religious Freedom 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received of the ability of each religious community in Israel to (a) 
exercise its faith, (b) to observe its (i) holidays and (ii) weekly day of rest and (c) to 
administer its internal affairs; and if he will make a statement. [63108] 

Alistair Burt: The Government strongly support the right to freedom of religion or 
belief. Our embassy in Tel Aviv routinely raise concerns about freedom of religion 
or belief with the Israelis. 
We have received no evidence of any problems for religious groups within green 
line Israel. Most of the problems that different religious groups suffer in Israel and 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories stem from the ongoing occupation and the 
mutual mistrust that characterises Israeli-Palestinian relations. This is one of the 
reasons why we lay so much emphasis on resolving the conflict. The only way to 
resolve the conflict is via the two state solution and we urge both parties to return 
to negotiations. 
Israel's Declaration of Independence guarantees freedom of religion for all Israel's 
inhabitants. However, we remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom 
of movement between the west bank and east Jerusalem. It remains difficult for 
Palestinians to enter east Jerusalem for work, education, medical treatment or 
religious worship. We have lobbied the Israelis hard on the issue of movement 
and access. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110705/text/110705w0
001.htm#11070586000007  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for the Middle East responds to questions on Facebook  
Responding to questions posted on the UK in Israel Facebook page, the Foreign Office 
Minister said: …  The unprecedented changes of the  Arab  Spring make progress on the  
 

 
2

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110705w0001.htm#11070571000509
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110705w0001.htm#11070571000509
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110705/text/110705w0001.htm#11070586000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110705/text/110705w0001.htm#11070586000007


 

peace process more urgent than ever. … we do not think spending the next few months 
chasing around looking for people either to sign a resolution or not sign one is a good 
use of time. … 
While there is a need for ongoing humanitarian assistance in Gaza, I am not keen on the 
flotilla travelling. It has a clear political aim and while people are entitled to make political 
gestures, I don’t consider the flotilla gesture wise. It is reckless and irresponsible to try 
and approach Gaza by sea. We would advise medical and other essential specialist staff 
to co-ordinate their entry to and exit from Gaza with major international organisations 
already on the ground. 
At the same time I have lobbied this week for Israel to fully respect international law and 
urged them to learn lessons from past events and ensure that they exercise appropriate 
restraint in any engagement with the flotilla. Finally, while we will never underestimate 
the security needs of Israel, the high levels of unemployment, collapse of private sector 
business, and traffic through the tunnels to Gaza all indicate that Israel should continue 
the progress from last year to encourage more legitimate traffic, construction materials to 
enter Gaza, and allow more exports.  …  
… The UK is resolutely opposed to any campaign of delegitimsation [of Israel]. We also 
oppose boycotts, which we think are counterproductive. But that said, we are concerned 
by some of Israel’s policies and actions which damage it internationally - most 
importantly its settlement and demolitions policy. … 
… it is unacceptable that Gilad Shalit is being held by Hamas without any access to the 
Red Cross and that Hamas should release Gilad Shalit immediately and unconditionally. 
With regard to the arrest of Raed Saleh I can confirm that he was excluded by the Home 
Secretary, but managed to enter the UK. He has therefore been detained and the UK 
Border Agency is now making arrangements to remove him. A full investigation is now 
taking place into how he was able to enter. He was excluded from the UK because he 
had engaged in unacceptable behaviours. The UK Government opposes extremism in all 
its forms and retains the right to refuse foreign nationals, access to the UK if we believe 
they represent a threat to security or our societ. … 
… This week I went to Nebi Saleh and I was shocked by footage I saw which seemed to 
show the IDF using heavy handed tactics to put down non violent protest including 
against children and striking an elderly lady. … While we fully understand Israel’s 
security concerns, we urge the Israeli Security Forces to exercise restraint when policing 
peaceful demonstrations to prevent against injury and loss of life.  … 
To read the full press release  see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=627606782  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
 
 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
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** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0195/amend/pbc1950507a.2545.html  
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110705-
0001.htm#11070576000754  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110705-
0003.htm#11070592000227  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/ml071-vi.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/su077-iic.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Bill as amended in Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0211/2012211.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 3 days 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
Consultation on strategic plan 2009-12 (closing date 22 July 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-
plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/  
 

 
4

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0195/amend/pbc1950507a.2545.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0195/amend/pbc1950507a.2545.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110705-0001.htm#11070576000754
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110705-0001.htm#11070576000754
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110705-0003.htm#11070592000227
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110705-0003.htm#11070592000227
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/ml071-vi.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/su077-iic.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0211/2012211.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/


 
5

 

The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398   
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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