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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
pursuant to the answer of 21 June 2011, Official Report, column 156W, on anti-Semitism, 
for what reasons the UK Government uses the Macpherson definition of a racist incident; 
when the decision was taken to use this definition; who took the decision; whether 
representatives of the Jewish community were consulted on the definition to be used; and 
if he will make a statement. [63112] 

Andrew Stunell: Sir William Macpherson's definition of a racist incident was 
developed during the Inquiry into the murder of Stephen Lawrence, which reported 
in 1999. The Secretary of State for the Home Department's Action Plan in that 
same year accepted the definition. 
A cross Government hate crime programme was established by Mr Justice Fulford 
following on from the Macpherson report. During 2007 the programme established 
a universal definition of hate crime adopted by all criminal justice agencies and 
Government Departments. This common definition built on the principles of the 
Macpherson definition and was developed with the oversight of the standing 
Independent Advisory Group, which includes representation from Jewish 
Community groups. 
The full definition of ‘Monitored Hate Crime’ can be viewed on the police owned 
website True Vision at: http://www.report-it.org.uk/hate_crime_data1  

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
pursuant to the answer of 21 June 2011, Official Report, column 156W, on anti-Semitism, 
which agencies use the working definition of anti-Semitism adopted by the EU Agency for 
Fundamental Rights; and if he will make a statement. [R] [63113] 

Andrew Stunell: We do not keep central records on which agencies use the 
working definition. Criminal justice agencies adopted the common definition of 
‘Monitored Hate Crime’ in 2007 and the Association of Chief Police Officers intend 
to include the working definition in the their Hate Crime Manual. 
The full definition of ‘Monitored Hate Crime’ can be viewed on the police owned 
website, True Vision, at: http://www.report-it.org.uk/hate_crime_data1  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110704/text/110704w00
02.htm#11070435000037  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110621/text/110621w00
01.htm#11062168000012  
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Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

Crown Office 
James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
cases were reported to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service with a religious 
aggravation as set out in the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 in (a) 2003-04, (b) 
2004-05, (c) 2005-06, (d) 2006-07, (e) 2007-08, (f) 2008-09, (g) 2009-10 and (h) 2010-
11, broken down by police force area. (S4W-378)  

Frank Mulholland: The following table shows the number of charges reported to 
procurators fiscal which included a Religious Aggravation element.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Notes: The information in this table has been extracted from the Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service’s case management database. The database is a live, 
operational database used to manage the processing of reports submitted to 
procurators fiscal by the police and other reporting agencies. If a Procurator Fiscal 
amends the aggravation in a charge submitted by a reporting agency the 
database will record details only of the amended charge.  
The database is charge-based. The figures quoted therefore relate to the number 
of charges rather than the number of individuals charged or the number of 
incidents that gave rise to such charges. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx?referencenu
mber=S4W-00378&isinanything=true&resultsperpage=10  
 

Justice 
Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what progress has been made on developing proposals for further research 
into the religious context of religiously aggravated offences, as committed to following the 
Cabinet meeting of 15 March 2011. (S4W-420)  

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government is reviewing the existing 
analysis on religiously aggravated offences (under Section 74 of the Criminal 
Justice (Scotland) Act 2003), and what additional information could usefully be 
captured in future analyses. Progress is being made and this work will be 
completed by the end of 2011.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx?referencenu
mber=S4W-00420&isinanything=true&resultsperpage=10   
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Charges: 
Religious 
Aggravation 
Included 
Police Force 
Area  

2003 
-04 

2004 
-05 

2005 
-06 

2006 
-07 

2007 
-08 

2008 
-09 

2009 
-10 

2010 
-11 

Central  6 12 23 21 46 25 29 42 
Dumfries & 
Galloway  

1 4 3 15 12 14 10 5 

Fife  3 5 7 11 7 18 4 9 
Grampian  5 4 4 6 6 19 9 10 
Lothian and 
Borders  

14 24 25 51 36 39 38 66 

Northern  - 4 1 10 9 19 6 5 
Strathclyde  219 416 626 569 485 522 521 548 
Tayside  23 10 15 13 8 11 15 8 
Total  271 479 704 696 609 667 632 693 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 
Middle East: Armed Conflict 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the firing of mortars and Qassam rockets into southern Israel 
from Gaza on 22 June 2011; and if he will make a statement. [63109] 

Alistair Burt: Our embassy in Tel Aviv monitor rocket attacks on Israel closely. As 
we have consistently made clear all such attacks should stop. We are aware of 
one Qassam and one mortar shell fired into Southern Israel, neither caused harm 
or damage. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), has made clear our 
concerns about the violence in Gaza and southern Israel following a spike in 
rocket attacks and military strikes in early April 2011. We are pleased that relative 
calm has returned to Gaza and Southern Israel more recently, but continue to 
monitor the situation closely. 
We have made clear to the Government of Israel that while Israel has every right 
to protect its people, it is also important that in so doing that it also shows restraint 
and makes every effort to avoid causing civilian casualties. 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the outcome of attempts to destroy tunnels used to smuggle 
weapons into Gaza since March 2011; and if he will make a statement. [63110] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware that there have been attempts to destroy the tunnels 
in Gaza. The UK recognises that Israel has legitimate security concerns that must 
continue to be safeguarded, and believes efforts to maintain security while 
enabling movement and access for Palestinian people and goods are critical. 
We remain clear that the situation in Gaza is both a tragedy and unsustainable. 
While there is no humanitarian crisis, there is an enduring need for humanitarian 
aid. We have also been clear that actions by both Israel and Hamas have 
contributed to this situation. Working closely with the EU and Quartet, we continue 
to call on Israel to ease restrictions on access and enable a return to economic 
normality.  Israel's decision to move from a list of 120 permitted goods to a list of 
specific prohibited items was a positive step. However there has been no 
fundamental change in the crossings regime and economic stagnation and de-
development in Gaza remain the norm. We are clear that more needs to be done, 
particularly to enable exports, accelerate key imports for reconstruction and 
ensure free movement of people. Without economic growth in Gaza, there is a 
risk of fostering a more broadly radicalised environment. An improved economy 
and a resurgence of Gaza's pragmatic business fraternity are not only essential 
for the people of Gaza, but are also firmly in Israel's security interests. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110704/text/110704w0
004.htm#11070440000058  
 

Middle East and North Africa 
col 1209  Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): Does my hon. Friend agree that a Palestinian 
state with Hamas in part control is a major defence threat, not just to Israel but to the 
wider region? Does he also agree that there should be no recognition of a Palestinian 
state until Hamas recognises Israel’s right to exist, renounces violence and recognises 
existing treaties? … 

The Minister for the Armed Forces (Nick Harvey): Those are pre-eminently 
matters of foreign policy which my hon. Friend should put to the Foreign 
Secretary, who will have heard the question and will reflect upon it. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110704/debtext/11070
4-0001.htm#1107044000017  

 

 
3

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110704/text/110704w0004.htm#11070440000058
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110704/text/110704w0004.htm#11070440000058
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110704/debtext/110704-0001.htm#1107044000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110704/debtext/110704-0001.htm#1107044000017


 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Bob Russell (2017) Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Freedom for Palestine 
recording  - That this House commends Archbishop Desmond Tutu, winner of the Nobel 
Prize for Peace, for promoting the record Freedom for Palestine by OneWorld; 
acknowledges his powerful words comparing what life was like in apartheid South Africa 
to what he has personally witnessed in Palestinian territories occupied by Israel; 
congratulates the charity War on Want for publishing Archbishop Tutu's words of 
encouragement to the Palestinian people and his message to the world that a critical 
mass of people want to see an end to the Israeli occupation of Palestine and the 
oppression of its people; urges hon. and Rt hon. Members to buy the single Freedom for 
Palestine; and calls on the Government to join forces with governments around the world 
to put pressure on Israel to honour UN resolutions. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/2017  

 
 

Middle East Quartet 

… The Quartet remains concerned about the unsustainable conditions facing the civilian 
population in Gaza but notes that efforts have improved conditions over the last year, 
including a marked increase in the range and scope of goods and materials moving into 
Gaza, an increase in international project activity, and the facilitation of some exports. … 
The Quartet recognizes that Israel has legitimate security concerns that must continue to 
be safeguarded.  
Members of the Quartet are committed to working with Israel, Egypt and the international 
community to prevent the illicit trafficking of arms and ammunition into Gaza and believe 
efforts to maintain security while enabling movement and access for Palestinian people 
and goods are critical. In this context, the Quartet strongly urges all those wishing to 
deliver goods to the people of Gaza to do so through established channels so that their 
cargo can be inspected and transferred via established land crossings. The Quartet 
regrets the injury and deaths caused by the 2010 flotilla, urges restraint and calls on all 
Governments concerned to use their influence to discourage additional flotillas, which 
risk the safety of their participants and carry the potential for escalation. 
The Quartet also calls for an end to the deplorable five-year detention of Gilad Shalit. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/123384.pdf  
 

 

United Nations 

Ban voices support for Greek initiative on sending humanitarian aid to Gaza 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has voiced support for a Greek Government initiative to 
use vessels from that country to deliver humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip through 
regular existing channels, in consultation with the United Nations. … The Secretary-
General believes the initiative “could help to reduce tensions in the region and ensure 
much-needed aid is delivered to those who need it in Gaza,” … Mr. Ban said the UN 
would work closely with Greece, Israel and Palestinian authorities on the matter, and that 
he hoped the organizers of a flotilla of ships – currently docked in Greece and aiming to 
break the Israeli blockade of Gaza and deliver aid to Palestinians living there – would 
agree to the Greek initiative. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38925&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
 
 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/ml071-v.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/ml071-vr.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/su077-iib.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110704-
0001.htm#11070412000849 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110704-
0001.htm#11070412000851  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/su077-iia.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/su077-iib.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
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Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes today 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
** closes in 3 days 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
Consultation on strategic plan 2009-12 (closing date 22 July 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-
plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398   
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