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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Non-governmental Organisations 
Jonathan Reynolds: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli Government on legislative 
proposals under consideration in the Knesset on the funding of European non-
governmental organisations in the region. [60646] 

Alistair Burt: On 21 February the Knesset passed a Transparency law requiring 
greater disclosure by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) funded by foreign 
governments. The law requires that such NGOs (must) submit and publish 
quarterly returns of such funding. 
Our embassy in Tel Aviv and our consulate general in Jerusalem have had 
contacts with a number of non-governmental organisations on these issues. We 
understand that the new law is likely to have limited impact upon their 
organisations. 
NGOs play a crucial role in Israel's democracy, as elsewhere, and the 
Government are committed to continuing to support such work. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110627/text/110627w0
004.htm#11062726000068 
 

Gilad Shalit 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent steps he has taken to bring about the release of Gilad Shalit; what discussions he 
has had at UN level on Gilad Shalit; and if he will make a statement. [60469] 

Mr Jeremy Browne: I refer my hon. Friend to the answer given by the Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, the hon. Member for 
North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt), on 22 June 2011, Official Report, column 
332W. 
We regularly hold discussions through London and our embassy in Tel Aviv about 
the release of Gilad Shalit with other EU and UN partners. Most recently, HMA Tel 
Aviv met with Gilad Shalit's family on 20 June. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110627/text/110627w0
004.htm#11062726000065  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110622/text/110622w0
002.htm#11062267000018  
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Palestinians: Politics and Government 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) if he 
will make it his policy to vote against any resolution at the UN General Assembly calling 
for a unilateral declaration of Palestinian statehood; and if he will make a statement; 
[62013] 
(2) what recent discussions he has had with (a) the UN Secretary General, (b) the 
Government of Israel, (c) the Palestinian Authority, (d) the Arab League and (e) the US 
Administration on a unilateral declaration of Palestinian statehood; and if he will make a 
statement; [62014]  
(3) if he will make it his policy to oppose the creation of a Palestinian state at the UN; if 
he will support the resumption of direct negotiations between the Government of Israel 
and the Palestinian Authority; and if he will make a statement. [62090] 

Alistair Burt: We believe the priority is a return to negotiations. We are pressing 
both the Israelis and the Palestinians to return to the table further to President 
Obama's speech of 19 May 2011, making clear that negotiations should be on the 
basis of 1967 borders with mutually agreed land swaps and security 
arrangements to secure Israel and respect Palestinian sovereignty. 
September sees the completion of the Palestinian Authority's two-year programme 
to build the institutions of a future Palestinian state. We need to see progress on 
the negotiation track to match this progress on the ground. We are making this 
absolutely clear in our contacts with both parties. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110627/text/110627w0
004.htm#11062726000073  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Alistair Burt meets Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon  
… The two discussed the ongoing events in the region, as well as the situation between 
Israel and the Palestinians. Minister Burt stressed the need for Israel and the 
Palestinians to restart peace talks as quickly as possible. Minister Burt stressed the need 
for Israel and the Palestinians to restart peace talks as quickly as possible. Minister Burt 
is due to meet Minister Benny Begin and Moshe Ya'alon, as well as parliamentarians. 
In addition, Minister Burt will meet Noam and Aviva Shalit … He is also due to visit 
Hadasit, the Technology Transfer Company of Hadassah Medical Organization (HMO) at 
the Hadassah Ein Kerem Hospital in Jerusalem. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=622305982  
 
UK Minister for Middle East Alistair Burt visited Sderot this afternoon after 
spending day in Gaza  
… Alistair Burt, said: "Sderot has become a name synonymous with the pain and futility 
of the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. For eight long years residents have lived with 
just 15 seconds from the sounding of an alarm to seek refuge from rockets fired from 
Gaza. Children have been forced to play in centres specially reinforced to protect them. 
And people have wondered why. There is no more compelling reason for Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders to resume negotiations and ensure a lasting peace that allows the 
people of Sderot and Gaza to live in peace." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=622885482  
 
Minister for Middle East Alistair Burt: “Bold decisions needed to ensure peace in 
Middle East”  
… Mr Burt said: “I have said many times that despite the uncertainty of the Arab Spring 
we must not be diverted from pursuing peace in the Middle East. The Middle East peace 
process must not be a casualty of a historic push for freedom across the region. … 
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I will also explore important and sensitive issues including the ongoing and unacceptable 
detention of Gilad Shalit, the treatment of Palestinian human rights defenders, 
Palestinian reconciliation and Israeli security concerns - including with regard to Iran. … 
While will never underestimate the security needs of Israel, the high levels of 
unemployment, the collapse of private sector business, and traffic through the tunnels 
still indicates that more could and should be done to improve the situation. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=622844182  

 
 

United Nations 

UN chief renews calls for release of Israeli soldier abducted five years ago 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called once again for the immediate release of 
Israeli Staff Sergeant Gilad Shalit, who has been held captive by Palestinian militants for 
the past five years, and pledged the continued support of the United Nations for efforts 
towards this goal.  
“The Secretary-General is convinced that this issue must now be resolved,” his 
spokesperson said in a statement issued ahead of the fifth anniversary of Mr. Shalit’s 
capture on 25 June 2006.  Mr. Ban also joined the Director-General of the International 
Red Cross in calling on Hamas to protect the soldier’s life, treat him humanely, prove that 
he is alive and allow the Shalit family to have contact with their son. The Secretary-
General called on Hamas to comply with international humanitarian law, and commended 
the recent call from a coalition of Israeli and Palestinian non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) for the humane treatment of Mr. Shalit.  
“The United Nations on the ground will continue to support the conclusion of negotiation 
efforts to secure his release, which would also entail the release of a number of 
Palestinian prisoners,” the statement added. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38842&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0072/2012072.pdf  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 

Bill as amended by the Joint Committee on Consolidation Bills 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0080/2012080.pdf  
 

Table of Origins 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0080/2012080tab.pdf  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
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Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/ml071-iii.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/ml071-iiir.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/am077-d.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/ml077-i.htm  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 

Committee Stage Report 
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/RP11-54.pdf  
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0193/amend/pbc1932806m.57-63.html  
  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 7 days 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
Consultation on strategic plan 2009-12 (closing date 22 July 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-
plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/  
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The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm      
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm

	Contents
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated
	Consultations           ** new or updated

