
 

16 June 2011
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 
 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Other Relevant Information 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 

 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Tom Blenkinsop (1920) English Defence League March In Middlesbrough On 9 July 
2011 - That this House condemns the English Defence League which promotes racism 
and anti-Semitism and who are planning a march in Middlesbrough on 9 July 2011; notes 
that this organisation has always been silent on crucial local issues like the closure of 
Redcar blast-furnace, cuts to local services such as health and education and that they 
are not from Middlesbrough and have nothing to do with the area; further notes that this 
march displays a complete disregard and ignorance of the history of the town, which was 
founded on immigration from a range of countries including Italy, Germany, Ireland and 
the Baltic countries, which previously had a large Jewish community and now has a large 
Asian community, and its forefathers like Henry Bolckow, the industrialist and 
Middlesbrough's first Member of Parliament who was from Germany; further notes that 
the Cenotaph in Middlesbrough is a commemoration to the brave local men and women 
who gave their lives to fight fascism; believes that this march is a grave insult to their 
sacrifice; and calls on all the communities in Middlesbrough to join together in showing 
solidarity and opposition to this march. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1920  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary meets leaders of the Jewish Community  
… Speaking after meeting leading members of the Jewish Community yesterday, the 
Foreign Secretary William Hague said: “It was a great pleasure to welcome Vivian 
Wineman, President of the Board of Deputies of British Jews and members of the Jewish 
community to the Foreign Office today. As the implications of the Arab Spring reverberate 
throughout the region, today’s meeting provided an important opportunity to share 
perspectives and discuss current issues affecting Israel and the Jewish community. 
"Our discussions focused on the Peace Process and I underlined the urgent need for both 
sides to resume talks. As a firm friend of Israel I emphasised that the status quo is in no 
way sustainable and that the Peace Process is not immune from the effects of change 
and instability elsewhere. President Obama’s recent statement that negotiations should 
be on the basis of 1967 borders with mutually agreed land swaps and proper security 
arrangements offers an important opportunity for progress and we should do all that we 
can to build on this now”. 
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"We also discussed concerns about a potential Palestinian Authority move at the UN for 
recognition of a Palestinian state and I stressed again that the best way to achieve a 
lasting solution that delivers a sovereign, independent and contiguous Palestinian state 
alongside a safe and secure Israel at peace with its neighbours is through a negotiated 
solution. On the issue of the planned flotilla to Gaza, I emphasised that our travel advice 
clearly sets out that we advise against all travel to Gaza, including the waters off the 
Gaza coast”.   
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=615926282  

 
 

Communities and Local Government 

New powers will put faith groups at the centre of their communities 
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles today urged faith groups to make use of new powers 
in the Government's Localism Bill to end their reliance on the goodwill of local authorities 
alone, and strengthen their arm in playing an active and visible role in society. … 
"In the eyes of some, being religious is seen as being 'weird'. They don't want public 
discussion about faith, and don't want faith to have a role in our communities. Everyone - 
whether religious or secular - loses out from that kind of attitude. 
"We need to ensure that all our faith groups have every opportunity to make their mark. 
To restore some common sense, give them new powers and freedoms, and remove the 
over-the-top bureaucracy and red tape that stands in their way. So we are changing the 
balance putting faith groups on surer footing with new rights to have a say and to 
challenge that will open the door for faith groups to get further involved in local life." … 
Ministers have also set out a reasonable set of expectations of how local authorities 
should behave towards faith, voluntary and community groups. They have made clear 
that whilst councils have challenging decisions to make around their spending priorities 
they should avoid passing on disproportionate cuts to the voluntary sector. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1924810  

 
 

Cabinet Office 

New Civil Service organisation charts released 
The Government is publishing the most comprehensive organisation charts of the UK 
Civil Service ever released online … 
Minster for the Cabinet Office, Francis Maude, said: The new charts will make it easier for 
the public to view and compare the structure of government bodies because, for the first 
time, all central government departments and their agencies will present their charts 
together in the same format. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/new-civil-service-organisational-charts-released  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
Stephen Phillips: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
progress  has been made on  securing adequate funding at  international level for the UN  
 

 
2

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=615926282
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1924810
http://transparency.number10.gov.uk/org-charts.php
http://transparency.number10.gov.uk/org-charts.php
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/new-civil-service-organisational-charts-released


 

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. [59409] 
Mr Duncan: Ireland, Finland, and Kuwait have all increased their annual average 
contributions to the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). UNRWA has also attracted 
additional contributions from the Islamic Development Bank and an increased 
commitment from Saudi Arabia, although it continues to seek further support from 
regional donors for its education and food funds. UNWRA has successfully formed 
partnerships with the private sector and has received an extra $2.3 million from the UN 
regular budget for international staff costs for 2011. 
This increase in donor support, however, has not reduced the projected short fall of $63 
million in UNRWA's general budget for 2011. We remain concerned about UNWRA's 
financial position and will continue to work with the agency, other donors and host 
countries to help put UNWRA's finances on a sustainable footing. The UK is UNRWA's 
second largest bilateral donor and is considered a model donor for providing long term 
support through our five year £110 million funding agreement. We plan to provide up to 
£23.5 million of unearmarked funding in 2011 to UNRWA's general fund. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110615/text/110615w0
002.htm#11061560000030  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission against Racism and Intolerance 

Racism may be here to stay if Governments do not act, says the Council of 
Europe's Anti-Racism Commission 
Racism and intolerance are becoming rooted in European societies as the economic crisis 
gives strength to extremist messages, warns Europe's leading anti-racist body today. 
The European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) … says that racism is 
no longer limited to the fringes of society and that mainstream politicians are increasingly 
using xenophobic and anti-Muslim arguments and calling referenda targeting non-citizens 
and religious minorities. "Legal means alone do not seem sufficient to counter this trend. 
More needs to be done," the report states. 
The report - which examines the main trends in 2010 in the field of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia, antisemitism and intolerance in Europe - picks out "deplorable 
events" marking the beginning and end of the year which involved "the victimisation of 
migrants from Sub-Saharan Africa" and "inter-ethnic clashes fomented by 
ultranationalists". It calls on law enforcement authorities to take resolute action against 
racially motivated crime. 
It welcomes the fact that the vast majority of states now criminalise hate speech, but says 
that authorities need to apply the laws more rigourously and make potential victims better 
aware of their rights. It also encourages "a vigorous debate of the underlying issues". … 
The report also warns that attacks on multiculturalism could lead to fragmented societies 
and calls on Governments to up their efforts to promote intercultural dialogue … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/89-
16_06_2011_AnnualReport2010_en.asp 
 
 
Annual Report on ECRI’s Activities: 1 January to 31 December 2010 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/Annual_Reports
/Annual%20Report%202010.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/am071-f.htm  
 

House of Lords  
 Delegated Powers and Regulatory Reform Committee Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201012/ldselect/lddelreg/163/163.pdf  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/ml062-vir.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0193/amend/pbc1931506a.3-
4.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes tomorrow 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
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** closes in 5 days 
Practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (closing date 21 June 2011) 
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance, Mr. Githu Muigai, will receive contributions for a 
forthcoming report to the General Assembly. Contributions should be sent to 
racism@ohchr.org  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm   
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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