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Home Affairs 

House of Commons 

Prevent Strategy 
includes:   
The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mrs Theresa May): … Intelligence 
indicates that the UK faces a serious and sustained threat from terrorism. … Indeed, the 
threat level from international terrorism remains at “Severe”, meaning an attack is highly 
likely. That threat comes both from foreign nationals and from terrorists born and bred in 
Britain. 
To tackle that threat, as the Prime Minister made clear in his speech in Munich earlier this 
year, we must not only arrest and prosecute those who breach the law, but we must stop 
people being drawn into terrorist-related activity in the first place. That will require a new 
approach to integrating our divided communities, led by my right hon. Friend the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, and delivered by Ministers 
across the whole of Government. In counter-terrorism policy, it will require an effective 
strategy to tackle radicalisation in this country and overseas. That is why, last year, I 
launched a review of the existing counter-radicalisation strategy known as Prevent. That 
review found that the Prevent programme that we inherited from the previous 
Government was flawed. It confused Government policy to promote integration with 
Government policy to prevent terrorism. It failed to tackle the extremist ideology that not 
only undermines the cohesion of our society, but inspires would-be terrorists to seek to 
bring death and destruction to our towns and cities. In trying to reach out to those at risk 
of radicalisation, funding sometimes even reached the very extremist organisations that 
Prevent should have been confronting. We will not make the same mistakes. 
Our new strategy is guided by a number of key principles. Prevent should remain an 
integral part of our counter-terrorism strategy, Contest, a full update of which we will 
publish later this summer. Its aim should be to stop people becoming terrorists or 
supporting terrorism. Prevent should address all forms of terrorism, including the extreme 
right wing. That is only right and proper and will also provide a more flexible basis to 
adapt to emerging threats in the future. 
In a world of scarce resources, it is clear that Prevent work must be targeted against 
those forms of terrorism that pose the greatest risk to our national security. Currently, the 
greatest threat comes from al-Qaeda and those it inspires. The majority of Prevent 
resources and efforts will therefore be devoted to stopping people joining or supporting 
al-Qaeda, its affiliates or like-minded groups. But Prevent must also recognise and tackle 
the insidious impact of non-violent extremism, which can create an atmosphere 
conducive to terrorism and can popularise views that terrorists exploit. 
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Prevent depends on a successful integration strategy, but integration alone will not meet 
our counter-terrorism objectives, and our integration programme should go much wider 
than just security and counter-terrorism. … 
… If organisations do not support the values of democracy, human rights, equality before 
the law, participation in society—if they do not accept these fundamental and universal 
values—we will not work with them and we will not fund them. 
Within this overall framework, the new Prevent strategy will have three objectives. First, 
Prevent will respond to the ideological challenge and the threat from those who promote 
it. … Let me be clear: the ideology of extremism and terrorism is the problem; Islam 
emphatically is not. Tackling that ideology will mean working with mainstream individuals 
and organisations to make sure moderate voices are heard. … 
Secondly, Prevent will stop individuals being drawn into terrorism and will ensure that 
they are given appropriate advice and support. Radicalisation is a process, not a one-off 
event. During that process it is possible to intervene to stop vulnerable people gravitating 
towards terrorism. We will do this by building on the successful multi-agency “Channel” 
programme, which identifies and provides support for people at risk of radicalisation. …  
Thirdly, we will work with sectors and institutions where there are risks of radicalisation. It 
is right to acknowledge that progress has been made in this area, but that progress has 
been patchy and it must be improved. So we will work with education and health care 
providers, universities, faith groups, charities, prisons and the wider criminal justice 
system. We will also work to tackle the particular challenge of radicalisation on the 
internet, and to make better use ourselves of social media and other modern 
communications technologies. … 
Prevent has not been without controversy. In the past, it received allegations that it was a 
cover for spying. Those allegations have been found to be false, but now we will make 
sure that this is seen and known to be the case. In the past, Prevent was muddled up 
with integration. It operated to confused and contradictory objectives—not any more. At 
times funding even found its way to the sorts of extremist organisations that themselves 
pose a threat to our society and to our security—not under this Government. 
Let me be clear. We will not fund or work with organisations that do not subscribe to the 
core values of our society. Our new Prevent strategy will challenge the extremist 
ideology, it will help protect sectors and institutions from extremists, and it will stop the 
radicalisation of vulnerable people. Above all, it will tackle the threat from home-grown 
terrorism. I commend this statement to the House. … 

 

col 63  Denis MacShane: … the University and College Lecturers Union has just 
repudiated—at its congress last weekend—the EU’s definition of anti-Semitism. That is a 
highly retrograde step, because that working definition is accepted around the world. The 
union has given a green light to all those who want to encourage anti-Semitic thinking. 
Will the Home Secretary and the Education Secretary look into that? 

 

Mrs May: As the right hon. Gentleman may have seen, an Education Minister is sitting 
on the Treasury Bench. He will have heard that point and I am sure he will raise it with 
the Education Secretary. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110607/debtext/11060
7-0002.htm#11060740000001  

 
House of Lords Grand Committee Debate 

Anti-Semitism 
includes:   
Lord Boswell of Aynho: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they will take to 
tackle anti-Semitism and what assessment they have made of the success of the cross-
government working group on anti-Semitism. … 
I should begin with a confession to the Committee. After waiting six months for this 
debate, I booked the date when offered it without realising that it fell on the Jewish 
festival of Shavuot,  which has  precluded a  number of  noble  Lords who  are  religiously  
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observant, including the noble Lord, Lord Sacks, from participation. All I can say in 
mitigation is that I still felt that it was right in the circumstances to proceed because these 
issues needed airing. I also realised that if I could be so careless in my respect for others 
when I trusted my motivation was impeccable, how easy it is for us to neglect cross-
cultural issues and the sensitivities that there are; and how easy also it is, for example, 
for a university academic, who might be less benignly disposed, to overlook the 
legitimate claims of Jewish or other students in the setting of exam dates and somehow 
finding that they coincided with a religious festival and created difficulties for the 
students. … 
I do not feel that any views that Members may have on the Middle East situation or on 
the position of the Israeli Government … should in any sense condone issues around 
anti-Semitism, although they are often used as a proxy. … 
I am concerned equally by the Holocaust deniers, who tend to be rather noisy, and by 
what I might call the anti-Semitism deniers, who tend to be less open about it. …  
… hate crime itself … continues in Britain at historically high levels. However, there is 
now better public articulation of the policing and other issues around them, and there is 
valuable co-operation with the community support trusts. … 
Secondly, we know that there is an outstanding issue in higher education. … We can 
never be content for [universities] to act as agents for academic boycotts or the denial of 
free speech on any reasonable or sensible arrangements, let alone the fostering or 
condoning of violent attacks. … Very valuable work is being actioned through the 
Equality Challenge Unit and the vice-chancellors themselves, but there are still cases 
where individual Jewish academics are targeted, and Jewish students may feel chilled or 
deterred from attending particular institutions. Universities have a public sector equality 
duty, and they should follow it. … 

 

col GC74  Lord Anderson of Swansea: … I confess from the beginning that I had been 
somewhat complacent on this issue. From my background, which I perhaps romanticise, 
during my schooldays in my native south Wales, not one of a number of Jewish friends 
mentioned having in any way suffered forms of anti-Semitism. That complacency was 
punctured when I noted a few years ago that the synagogue in my home city of Swansea 
was damaged. Indeed, last December I noted that among the cities where groups had 
been arrested because of their targeting of rabbis and synagogues was Cardiff, the 
capital city of Wales, so that complacency is no longer. 
It is obviously easy to target or mention the BNP but we delude ourselves if we do not 
recognise the role of Muslim extremists, certainly in my part of south Wales, who have 
been responsible for the change in atmosphere. It is surprising in a way, given that hate 
crimes affect mainly ordinary Muslims and Jews. Rationally, one would hope that there 
would be some form of co-operation between the victims. Much of the hatred is directed 
at Jews indirectly because of Israel. The Community Security Trust shows a correlation 
between, for example, the Gaza incident last year and the incidence of attacks on the 
Jewish population, where attacks on Israel are often a proxy for attacks on Jews. … 
… he problems include hatred on the internet, which is extremely difficult to regulate. … 
The law and central government can only go so far. … it must be fought among churches 
working at a local level and among community groups. We must be ready as individuals 
to confront examples of anti-Semitism in particular and hate crimes in general. … 

 

col GC75 Lord Alderdice: … Growing up, I was, like many others, very aware of the 
question of anti-Semitism. I learned as a schoolboy about the Holocaust but also read 
about the Dreyfus case in France and other such events. … All sorts of rationalisations 
were given for it but it was just prejudice and bigotry. …  
… It seems to me that under the pressure of prejudice and bigotry-or of economic crisis, 
which is always a bad time for tolerance-there has been a tendency to see all Jewish 
people as falling into one group. That is unfair and inappropriate and justifies, in the 
minds of some people at least, a critique against Jewish people as a whole, when it is 
quite clear there is a very healthy diversity within that community, not only within Israel 
but within Jewish communities right across the world. … 
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… In the past few years, we have seen a rightward shift in the politics of Europe. You can 
see it in almost every election in almost every country. When you see that shift, you see 
more intolerance, a lack of pluralism and, almost inevitably, a resurgence in anti-
Semitism. … 
… The Jewish community is the rose in the vineyard because you can be sure that when 
you see the rise of anti-Semitism, it is merely the first sign of a dreadful prejudice and 
intolerance in our community. … 

 

col GC77 Lord Mitchell: … There can be little doubt that our university campuses have 
allowed many forms of extremism to take hold. … At the Coexistence Trust, we seek to 
bring Jewish and Muslim students together. Social engagement is the best way to dispel 
preconceived views. … Islamophobia and anti-Semitism exist on campus; they emanate 
from certain students and certain faculties which are neither Jewish nor Muslim. But, 
sadly, they come, respectively, from Jews towards Muslims and Muslims towards Jews. 
… universities have a duty of care to their students and they, too, must abide by the laws 
that this Parliament has passed to protect everyone from hate, speech and racism. … 
Why cannot universities take a look at the calendar of religious holidays for some of the 
minority religions and try to avoid having exams on those days? … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110608-
gc0001.htm#1106091000228  
 

col GC78 Lord Mitchell: … What gets to many Jews is the way in which Israel is singled 
out in the media and by those in power. Clearly, it is both wrong and illegal to attack 
Jews for being Jews, but somehow it seems perfectly acceptable to attack the only 
Jewish state simply because it is Jewish. … Criticising them is totally legitimate, but how 
about some of Israel's neighbours? Let us take Syria as an example of how double 
standards apply. Even as we speak, a massacre is in the making. A thousand Syrians 
have already been murdered by Assad and his henchmen. … Where are the 
demonstrations in London? Where are the protests outside the Syrian embassy? Where 
are the Socialist Workers Party and all the other protestors who turned out in such force 
against Israel at the time of Gaza? … The fact is that to criticise Israel is not anti-Semitic, 
but to single out Israel simply because it is a Jewish state surely is. 

 s 

col GC79 Lord Roberts of Llandudno: … We should have learnt the lesson of the 
Holocaust. I am sorry that the Chief Rabbi is not with us today. He said in 2006 that a 
"tsunami of anti-Semitism" was spreading globally. The Boston Review in 2009 stated 
that 25 per cent of non-Jewish Americans blamed Jews for the financial crisis of 2008-09. 
According to a study in 2004, Germany, France, Britain and Russia have the highest rate 
of anti-Semitic incidents in Europe. 
There were victims, of course, even before Hitler. I believe that the survivors of the 
camps and those who came out of the pogroms have a fear, a deep-rooted suspicion, 
"What might happen because I am Jewish? What might happen in the future?" Pogroms 
have taken place over more than one generation and the parents and grandparents who 
have survived bear the scars and tattoos of that persecution. … 

 

col GC80 Baroness Deech: My Lords, I never thought that in my lifetime in this country, 
to which my family has reason to be so grateful, I would have to say that anti-Semitism is 
on the rise and that there is a need to speak out. … 
The Government have not been able to influence the way in which anti-Semitism is 
taking hold in higher education and the way in which anti-Zionist rhetoric is being used to 
cloak anti-Semitism. The old language of prejudice is once again manifested, for 
example, in West Dunbartonshire Council banning books from Israel. … 
The National Union of Students recently issued an interim report on hate crime. It 
surveyed 9,000 students and reported that 31 per cent of Jewish students had 
experienced a hate incident-more than any other religious group. … Universities are in 
denial about extremism and radicalisation and have not addressed the very real 
problems of anti-Semitism that exists on campus. … Our priority task should be to save 
young  minds  from  being  indoctrinated  with this  ancient  hatred,  whether  it  is  by  the  
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preaching of inferiority at some faith schools for the young or the doctrine of exclusivity at 
universities. …  
… most universities have failed to operate their codes, and they emphasise freedom of 
speech at the expense of ignoring its limits. There is no legal freedom of speech that 
involves hatred of minorities, racial and religious abuse. There are egregious examples 
of universities failing to protect Jewish students. …  
Students may feel reluctant to report anti-Semitic incidents to their lecturers, whose 
union, the University and College Union, has officially decided that anti-Semitism cannot 
occur in the context of Israel-related activity and which is obsessed with Israel. The 
European working definition of anti-Semitism states that the singling out of the state of 
Israel for criticism not levelled at other countries, the denial of Jewish self-determination 
and comparison with Nazi policies may be anti-Semitic. In its recent motion 70, the UCU 
resolved not to use this understanding of anti-Semitism in its own internal complaints 
procedures, so that it can cry Israel in order to stop Jews talking about the racism that 
they have experienced. Many Jewish members have resigned from the UCU, but the 
union has rejected a motion to investigate that as well. In its actions, the UCU is denying 
the Macpherson definition of racism, reached in the wake of the murder of Stephen 
Lawrence, as, "any incident which is perceived to be racist by the victim". 
UCU's actions, including this latest motion, show it to be an organisation which is 
institutionally racist against Jews. 
This is the union that has spent years trying to establish an illegal boycott of Israeli 
academia. This is the union that hosted a South African called Bongani Masuku as a 
speaker, despite the fact that the South African Human Rights Commission had found 
him guilty of hate speech against Jews. This is the union that would now deny Jews the 
ability to complain about racism by denying their perceptions of victimhood if the topic of 
Israel is in the frame. 
Universities should now consider breaking off recognition of UCU. …  I call on the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission to investigate the UCU. 

 

col GC82 Lord Beecham: … Anti-Semitism has variously been described as the oldest 
hatred based on religious differences and as the socialism of fools, with its appeal to the 
far right and to the far left. Now, as has been said, it is often linked to anti-Zionism. Martin 
Luther King said: "When people criticise Zionists they mean Jews. You're talking anti-
Semitism". … 
There are real grounds for concern about what is happening in various parts of the 
country-not least, rather surprisingly, in the Greater Manchester area, which appears to 
have been the scene of about 30 per cent of the recorded serious incidents investigated 
by the Community Security Trust. The trust finds about two-thirds of the complaints to be 
justified. …  
… we have in this country many councils of Christians and Jews but not many 
organisations embracing the three Abrahamic faiths. …  

 

col GC84 Baroness Warsi: … this debate is taking place during the Jewish festival of 
Shavuot, so many Peers including the Chief Rabbi are not with us today. That said, the 
ongoing fight against bigotry and hatred falls on all our shoulders, whatever our 
background. …  
… anti-Semitism regretfully remains a factor in the life of the British-Jewish community. 
The Government continue to share the community's concern about the rise of anti-
Semitism, both at home and abroad. In particular, we are concerned about the rise of 
hate on the internet, the growth of extremism on university campuses, the security 
concerns of Jewish faith schools, the low levels of hate crimes brought to justice and the 
existence of extremist groups such as al-Muhajiroun, the English Defence League and 
the British National Party. I cannot be clearer; wherever and whatever the roots of anti-
Semitism, it must be confronted, challenged and condemned. … we recognise that 
progress still needs to be made, especially when anti-Semitism is less explicit and when 
there is lazy acceptance of Jewish stereotypes. … 
… We  will   continue  to  take   practical,  effective   action  to   stamp  out   anti-Semitism  
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whenever and wherever it occurs. I am extremely pleased that noble Lords have referred 
to the specific work of the cross-government working group, which brings together civil 
servants from across Whitehall and representatives from three leading Jewish 
organisations: the Board of Deputies of British Jews, the Community Security Trust, and 
the Jewish Leadership Council. The working group gives members of the Jewish 
community direct access to central government and is a vehicle to raise concerns-and I 
assure noble Lords that these concerns are heard and that the concerns of the 
community are acted upon.  
The noble Baroness, Lady Deech, raised a very important point about the UCU and the 
Motion not to use the European Union Monitoring Centre's definition of anti-Semitism. 
That issue was raised by the Jewish community through the working group late last 
week. A teleconference took place to discuss the issue this week and an urgent group 
meeting has been scheduled for the week beginning 20 June. … 
… universities and colleges have a legal and moral obligation to staff and students to 
ensure that the place of work and study is a tolerant, welcoming and safe environment. 
Universities and other higher education institutions are charities and therefore they must 
comply with charity law. The Charity Act 2006 requires all student unions to register with 
the Charity Commission by the end of June 2011. Legally, all charities must work for the 
public benefit and must act to avoid damage to the charity's reputation, assets and 
associated individuals. Higher education institutions and student unions must therefore 
give due consideration to the public benefit and associated risks when they, or one of 
their affiliated societies, invite controversial or extremist speakers to address students. … 
… The systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of 6 million 
Jews and other minorities by the Nazi regime and its collaborators makes the Holocaust 
a unique and unparalleled horror in Europe's history. I am proud that this Government 
have contributed £2.1 million to the Auschwitz-Birkenau restoration fund. This 
contribution, alongside our commitment to continue to fund the Lessons from Auschwitz 
project in 2011, and the £750,000 that we are providing to the Holocaust Memorial Day 
Trust for the 2011 commemoration, will ensure that the Holocaust has a permanent place 
in our national conscience and that the memory of those who perished is honoured and 
preserved. … 
All police forces must now record anti-Semitic hate crimes, and in November ACPO 
published the first official anti-Semitic hate-crime statistics. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110608-gc0002.htm  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Question 

NHS Chaplaincy Services 
Valerie Vaz: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what plans he has for the future of 
NHS chaplaincy services. [57959] 

Paul Burstow: The Department recognises the important role played by chaplains 
in supporting the national health service to deliver patient-centred services. The 
second phase of the independent Palliative Care Funding Review has asked for 
views on which core components of dedicated palliative care, including spiritual 
care, should be funded, wholly or partly, by the NHS as a statutory responsibility 
and which by society. Ministers will consider the recommendations of the review 
when they receive its final report, which is expected this summer. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110608/text/110608w0
003.htm#1106092000128  
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Communities and Local Government Committee 

Definition and delivery of 'localism' a postcode lottery across Whitehall say MPs  
The Government’s desire to deliver localism is neither supported consistently across 
Whitehall nor implemented coherently by each department of state, says the 
Communities and Local Government (CLG) Committee. MPs also warn that the ministers 
have so far produced no compelling vision of what their imagined localist future will look 
like. Launching a report examining the Government's intention to decentralise power and 
decision-making to communities and local agencies, Clive Betts, Chair of the CLG 
Committee says: 
"The Government has to be clear about what type of localism it wants to pursue. At 
present there is no generally agreed definition of the term that helps everyone 
understand, for example, what the future role of local government will be. Consequently, 
most Government departments have adopted whatever definition of 'localism' suits their 
aims, and some key areas of policy remain notably more centralised than others." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/communities-and-local-government-committee/news/localism-report-pn-/  
 
Report 
Vol 1   http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmcomloc/547/547.pdf  
Vol 2   http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmcomloc/547/547vw.pdf  

 
 

Home Office 

New Prevent strategy launched 
A radically different strategy to prevent people being drawn into terrorism was unveiled 
today by the Home Secretary. 
The new Prevent programme will: 

 deal with all forms of terrorism and target not just violent extremism but also non-
violent extremism, which can create an atmosphere conducive to terrorism and 
can popularise views which terrorists exploit 

 ensure government funding and support cannot reach organisations with extremist 
views who do not support mainstream British values 

 challenge the ideology that supports terrorism and those who promote it 
 support sectors and institutions, including universities and prisons, where there are 

risks of radicalisation 
 draw on existing successful programmes to protect vulnerable individuals from 

being drawn into terrorism 
 crucially, all new programmes will be evaluated rigorously to ensure effectiveness 

and value for money … 
The new strategy will see: 

 a greater effort to tackle extremist ideologies, including work with mainstream 
individuals to make sure moderate voices are heard 

 tough action to exclude foreign hate preachers 
 work to tackle terrorist use of the internet for radicalisation, including the filtering of 

unlawful content by public bodies such as schools and libraries; and work with 
industry and international partners to crack down on unlawful content hosted in the 
UK and overseas 

 action to build upon the success of the multi-agency Channel programme, which 
identifies and supports people at risk of radicalisation 

 work with schools, including a more effective inspection regime to ensure that 
extremists are not participating in the education of young people 

 greater support for universities and colleges, training staff to recognise the signs of  
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radicalisation and improving awareness of help available to them 
 renewed efforts in prisons to stop people becoming radicalised and to de-radicalise 

those who have been involved in extremism before being jailed 
 extra support, where appropriate, to help faith organisations reach people 

vulnerable to radicalisation 
 closer work with the Charity Commission to investigate allegations of terrorist 

activity or links 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/prevent-strategy  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Communities and Local Government: Department's Work (Whitsun Recess 2011) 
… Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation fund  
Auschwitz-Birkenau is an important place of remembrance; it is our collective 
responsibility to ensure that it stands as a perpetual reminder of the pain and destructive 
force of hate. On 26 May, together with the Foreign Secretary, we announced a £2.1 
million Government contribution to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation fund to help 
ensure the lessons of Auschwitz live on for generations to come. The money will be used 
to ensure the long-term preservation and restoration of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration camp and its important place in educating people of the horrors of the 
Holocaust. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110607/wmstext/11060
7m0001.htm#11060726000004  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

Middle East and North Africa 
includes 
col 34  The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): ... The Arab spring underlines the importance of a breakthrough on the middle 
east peace process. This long-standing conflict needs to be resolved, through 
negotiations, to give the Palestinian people the state that they need and deserve and the 
Israeli people long-term security and peace. … We strongly support President Obama’s 
recent statement that negotiations should be on the basis of 1967 lines with mutually 
agreed land swaps and proper security arrangements … 
The new Palestinian Authority should be composed of independent figures on the basis 
that President Abbas set out on 4 May. As was the case with the outgoing authority, it 
should uphold the principle of non-violence, be committed to a negotiated two-state 
solution, and accept previous agreements of the Palestine Liberation Organisation. 
Hamas will remain a proscribed terrorist organisation unless and until it abandons 
violence and commits to a two-state solution, and we call again for the immediate release 
of Gilad Shalit. The UK will judge a future Palestinian Government by their actions and 
their readiness to work for peace. We are also concerned by this weekend’s violence in 
the Golan heights, resulting in many deaths,  and  we  continue to  urge  restraint and call  
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for the avoidance of the lethal use of force. … 
 

col 37  Mr Douglas Alexander (Paisley and Renfrewshire South) (Lab): … I welcome 
the US President’s decision to reaffirm his country’s long-standing support for a two-state 
solution based on 1967 borders and mutually agreed land swaps. Last week’s clashes on 
the Israel border and the Golan heights, in which a number of protestors were killed or 
injured, were deeply concerning. Israel of course has a right to protect its borders, but 
can the Foreign Secretary tell the House what the Foreign Office is doing to ensure that 
Governments on both sides of those borders do everything they can to avoid 
provocations and escalations that make it harder to find peace? … given the widespread 
discussion that the Palestinians plan to argue for statehood at the United Nations later 
this year, can the Foreign Secretary give his assessment of, first, where European Union 
allies are on that issue and, secondly, when the UK Government intend to come to a final 
view on the matter? … 

 

col 40  Jack Straw: … specifically about Israel? He said in his statement that the “status 
quo is not sustainable” … but does he not acknowledge that the one person who 
believes that the status quo is indeed sustainable is Prime Minister Netanyahu? … is it 
not time for the British Government to abandon the approach of successive 
Governments, which is to deal with Israel with kid gloves? Should we not make it clear to 
Israel that we will make decisions in the interests of the Israeli people, of which the Israeli 
Government now seem incapable, as well as the wider Arab world? 

 

Mr Hague: Prime Minister Netanyahu is the elected Prime Minister of Israel, and we must 
always bear that in mind, but the right hon. Gentleman is right to say that we should 
make a strong case, as we do, for an agreement based on the 1967 borders. … We will 
continue to make that case based on diplomatic persuasion, but we will also vote in 
accordance with our convictions. … I would express this a bit more diplomatically than 
the right hon. Gentleman did, but it is incumbent on me to do so, as it is no longer 
incumbent on him. … 

 

col 43  David Winnick: Does the Foreign Secretary really believe that his remarks about 
the killing of Palestinian demonstrators by Israel—it was Israel, by the way, which was 
not mentioned by him—were sufficient, and that remarks that he made urging restraint 
were enough? Would it not be far better to condemn absolutely what happened over the 
weekend? … 

 

Mr Hague: Obviously we condemn anything that leads to unnecessary deaths … Israel’s 
response is certainly one that should be criticised, but Israel is not the only country that 
may be criticised in this regard. The area on the other side of the Golan heights boundary 
is under the direct control of the Syrian Government, and the access that people have 
gained there leads one to speculate about the motives of the Syrian Government in this 
matter. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110607/debtext/11060
7-0001.htm#11060729000002  
 

col 44  Mark Pritchard: … Does the Foreign Secretary agree that the recent violence on 
the Israeli-Syrian border may well be a cynical strategy on the part of the Syrian regime 
to try to distract the eyes of the international community from the regime’s own brutality 
against, and murder of, its own people within its own borders? 

 

Mr Hague: … The area on the other side of the boundary fence is under the control of 
the Syrian Government, and people are able to draw their own conclusions from that. … 

 

col 45  Sir Gerald Kaufman: … will the right hon. Gentleman affirm that this Government 
will vote in favour of the recognition of a Palestinian state at the United Nations General 
Assembly in September, since no decision could be more calculated to force the Israelis 
to come to their senses? 

 

Mr Hague: We have taken no decision about that, and it would be premature to do so. … 
 

col 48  Robert Halfon: Does my right hon. Friend agree that Israel has the right to 
defend its own borders …? … 
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Mr Hague: Israel does have the right to defend its borders but it must do so in a sensible 
and proportionate way; … 

 

col 50  Andy Slaughter: The Foreign Secretary has consistently condemned the use of 
live fire against unarmed protesters by murderous regimes such as Assad’s and 
Gaddafi’s, so why does he find it difficult today to condemn exactly the same thing by the 
Israeli regime? … 

 

Mr Hague: I have pointed out that the responsibility for the situation on the borders is not 
entirely on the Israeli side. I have made very clear our opposition to the use of lethal 
force and that the defence of borders and boundaries should be proportionate. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110607/debtext/11060
7-0002.htm  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Double Taxation: Israel 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer whether the UK-Israel convention 
on double taxation is applied to (a) income tax and (b) company tax levied by Israel on 
individuals or companies based in settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories or 
the Golan Heights. [57958] 

Mr Gauke: The 1962 Double Taxation Convention between the UK and Israel 
does not apply to individuals or companies in the Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories or the Golan Heights. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110608/text/110608w0
001.htm#1106092000055  
 

Origin Marking: Israel 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for 
what reason the guidelines on place of origin labelling issued by her Department on 10 
December 2009 do not apply to all products on sale in the UK that originate from Israeli 
settlements. [58697] 

Mr Paice: I refer the hon. Member to the answer I gave him on 24 May 2011, 
Official Report, column 548W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110609/text/110609w0
001.htm#11060955000040  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110524/text/110524w0
002.htm#11052480000056  
 

Israel: Borders 
Mr Laurence Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the defence of 
the borders of Israel; and if he will make a statement. [58488] 

Alistair Burt: In the run-up to demonstrations on 15 May and 5 June, the 
embassy in Tel Aviv spoke to Israeli Defence Minister Barak as well as to officials 
in the Prime Minister's Office, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Israeli 
Defence Forces to urge restraint. Israeli officials said that security forces would 
act with maximum restraint, but stressed the need to protect Israeli citizens. 
Our embassies in Amman, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus and Jerusalem, also lobbied 
their hosts, underlining the need to avoid provocative actions. 
I refer my hon. friend to the statement issued by the Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond 
(Yorks) (Mr Hague) on 6 June. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110609/text/110609w0
001.htm#11060955000074  
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The statement referred to above can be read at  
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=607293382  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Gordon Henderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (1) what steps he is taking with his international counterparts to ensure that 
Hamas accepts each of the Quartet Principles before participating in any negotiations 
between the government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority; and if he will make a 
statement; [58252] 
(2) what assessment he has made of the potential implications of the accord between 
Fatah and Hamas on the ability of the Palestinian Authority to return to peace 
negotiations. [58253] 

Alistair Burt: We have been absolutely clear—as has the rest of the international 
community—that we expect to see a government that rejects violence and 
pursues a negotiated peace. Mahmoud Abbas as both head of the Palestinian 
Liberation Organisation and President of the Palestinian Authority reaffirmed his 
commitment to those principles in Cairo on 4 May 2011. He also reiterated that he 
is committed to a two-state solution—Israel and Palestine—based on 1967 
borders. But his new government has yet to be formed. The UK will judge a future 
Palestinian government by its actions and its readiness to work for peace. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110609/text/110609w0
001.htm#11060955000076  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Lord Wallace of Saltaire on 26 April (WA 53), what assessment they have made of 
Israel's compliance with the quartet principles. [HL9590] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): When Hamas won parliamentary elections in the Palestinian 
territories in January 2006, the quartet issued the following statement which 
formed the basis of the quartet principles: "It is the view of the quartet that all 
members of a future Palestinian Government must be committed to non-violence, 
recognition of Israel, and acceptance of previous agreements and obligations, 
Including the road map". The quartet principles were clearly intended to refer to 
the Palestinian Authority Government, and not Israel. We regularly call on Israel to 
uphold its obligations under international law and road map commitments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110609w0001.htm#110
60940000157  
 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
Mr Douglas Alexander: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (1) what discussions he has had with the Palestinian authorities since the date of 
the recent agreement between Fatah and Hamas; [56335] 
(2) what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the recent agreement 
between Fatah and Hamas. [56419] 

Mr Hague: While I have not spoken directly to President Abbas or Prime Minister 
Fayyad since the agreement was announced, my officials have had regular 
dialogue with their Palestinian and Israeli counterparts.  
We renew our calls on both sides to commit to peace talks, leading to a 
Palestinian state that exists in peace and security alongside Israel. Britain hopes 
that the announcement of reconciliation between Fatah and Hamas will lead to the 
formation of a government that rejects violence and pursues a negotiated peace, 
and we will judge a future Palestinian Government by its actions and its readiness 
to work for peace. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110607/text/110607w0
008.htm#11060831000038  
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Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with European partners on the formation of a common European Union policy towards 
the recognition of a Palestinian state.[HL9550] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We believe the priority is a return to negotiations. We are pressing 
both the Israelis and the Palestinians to return to the table further to President 
Obama's speech of 19 May 2011, making clear that negotiations should be on the 
basis of 1967 borders with swaps. 
As my right honourable friend the Prime Minister made clear in his joint press 
conference with President Obama, we do not feel the time is right yet for a 
decision on the question of recognition. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110608w0001.htm#110
60851000523  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the delivery of fuel to Gaza for the commercial market; and what discussions they 
have had with the Government of Israel regarding this.[HL9551] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are clear that the situation in Gaza is both a tragedy and 
unsustainable. Working closely with the EU and quartet, we will continue to call on 
Israel to ease restrictions on access and enable a return to economic normality. 
At present, only cooking gas is imported through the Kerem Shalom crossing 
which is supplied for the commercial sector; all other forms of fuel are imported 
through the tunnels. We are clear that more needs to be done, including on 
easing restrictions on exports, construction material imports and the movement of 
people. 
We were encouraged by the Israeli Government's decision to facilitate exports out 
of Gaza, without which there is little hope of any semblance of normality returning 
to the lives of Gazans. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the 
Department for International Development have had talks with Israel about the 
type and level of exports they hope to achieve in 2011. It is important that this now 
translates into real changes on the ground. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110608w0001.htm#110
60851000516  
 

Syrian Arab Republic: Borders 
Stephen Twigg: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received on border incidents in the Golan Heights. [58745] 

Alistair Burt: As the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
said in his statement of 6 June 2011, Official Report, columns 31-35, we are 
deeply concerned by reports that a number of protesters have been killed and 
others injured following protests in the Golan Heights. We recognise Israel's right 
to defend herself. It is vital that any response is proportionate, avoiding lethal use 
of force unless absolutely necessary, and that the right to protest is respected. I 
continue to call on all parties, including the Governments of Israel and Syria, to do 
everything they can to protect the lives of civilians and to avoid provocative acts. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110609/text/110609w0
001.htm#11060955000079  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at  
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=607293382 
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Robert Halfon (1875) West Dunbartonshire Council and Israeli Authors and 
Businesses - That this House condemns the unilateral decision of West Dunbartonshire 
Council to boycott Israeli authors and businesses; notes that Israel is one of the only 
democracies in the Middle East where Arab citizens have genuine freedom and the rule 
of law, with an independent Supreme Court; further notes that there has been no boycott 
of dictatorships like Syria where the regime has killed many of its own citizens in recent 
days; regrets that West Dunbartonshire Council has expressed no concern for the brutal 
crimes of China, Iran, Sudan, North Korea, Sri Lanka, or Zimbabwe, which have 
appalling records on human rights; and therefore urges the people of Dunbartonshire to 
lobby their councillors strenuously against this offensive decision, which has echoes of 
Nazi Germany burning books by Jewish authors in the 1930s. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1875  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister condemns mosque burning in the West Bank  
Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt condemned the attack on a Palestinian Mosque 
on Tuesday in the West Bank.  
Speaking today, the Foreign Office Minister said: 
“I am deeply concerned by reports of extremists burning and vandalising a Palestinian 
mosque in the West Bank village of Al-Mughayir on Tuesday.  This appears to be the 
latest of a series of similar attacks aimed at exacerbating tensions and preventing 
progress in the peace process.  I note the Israeli government’s condemnation of this 
attack, and like them I condemn this provocative crime. I call on the Israeli authorities to 
investigate the incident fully and ensure that the perpetrators are brought to justice.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=611247382  

 
 

Council of Europe 

Viktor Yanukovych, Serzh Sargsyan and Mahmoud Abbas among leading figures 
to address PACE summer session 
Addresses by Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych and Armenian President Serzh 
Sargsyan, as well as the President of the Palestinian National Authority Mahmoud Abbas 
(Thursday 23), will be among highlights of the summer plenary session of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) in Strasbourg on 20-24 June 
2011. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=AP-
PR027%282011%29&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&
BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE  

 
 

United Nations 

Israeli demolitions displace record number of Palestinian children, UN agency says 
The United Nations agency tasked with assisting Palestinian refugees reported today that 
Israeli home demolitions displaced 67 Palestinian children in May, a monthly record for 
the year. Figures released by the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East show that 304 adults and children have been displaced or affected by 
demolitions in the West Bank and East Jerusalem this year. The previous monthly record 
for the number of children displaced was 66 in March. …  
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“Children often watch with their parents as their homes are demolished. A house is a 
place of safety and comfort for most children around the world. A home demolished is a 
future destroyed.”  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38668&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
Unemployment on the increase in the West Bank, UN report finds 
Unemployment grew and purchasing power fell in the West Bank in the second half of 
last year, according to research released today by the United Nations agency for 
Palestinian refugees, with more than one in four refugee workers out of a job. … “The 
average broad refugee unemployment rate rose by more than a percentage point to 27.9 
per cent, relative to first-half 2009 as compared to [the] 24.1 per cent rate for non-
refugees.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38657&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
UN envoy calls for ‘forceful’ action by Israel after attack on West Bank mosque 
The top United Nations envoy in the Middle East deplored today’s desecration of a 
mosque in the occupied West Bank and called for “forceful” action by the Israeli 
Government against such attacks.  
Media reports say a burning tyre was thrown into the mosque, located in the village of Al 
Mughayyir near Ramallah, and Hebrew graffiti was daubed on the walls. The attack was 
reportedly carried out by settlers in retaliation for the dismantling of unauthorized Jewish 
settlements nearby.  
“The actions of Israeli extremists are highly provocative and threatening,” Mr. Serry, the 
UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, said in a statement. “I note 
the condemnation of this attack by the Israeli Government and stress the need for 
forceful action against this and other like attacks,”  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38643&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
From Gaza to Guadarrama – UN spreads the word on Palestinian refugees 
The distance between the town of Guadarrama in Spain, and the Gaza Strip in the 
occupied Palestinian Territories is enormous; somewhere around 3,500 kilometres, as 
the crow flies. … But that distance edged a little closer recently, with a special project 
aimed at providing a glimpse into the lives of nearly five million refugees assisted by the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East.  
A bus converted into mobile classroom, with large signs emblazoned with the words 
“Peace Starts with Education,” has been stopping in central and northern Spain, with the 
aim – organized by the UNRWA Spanish Committee – of supporting the work of UNRWA 
and informing the Spanish public about the situation faced by those refugees. … 
“I thought there were baddies and goodies; I thought that Israel was the bad guys and 
West Bank and Gaza were the goodies; and after I came to the bus, I knew that there are 
no goodies and baddies, just two countries fighting each other and they have to end this 
war,” said another high school student in Guadarrama. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38634&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110607-
0001.htm#11060733000391  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/am071-b.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110609-
0001.htm#11060954001022  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110609-
0002.htm#11060954001024  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/su062-vra.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110607/debtext/110607-
0002.htm#11060740000001  
 

Consultation 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-investigation-
measures-bill-second-reading/  
 

TOP 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes today 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
** closes in 5 days 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (closing date 21 June 2011) 
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance, Mr. Githu Muigai, will receive contributions for a 
forthcoming report to the General Assembly. Contributions should be sent to 
racism@ohchr.org  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm   
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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