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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Middle East Peace Process 
col 522  Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they 
have made of progress in the Middle East peace process. 
… I want to make an appeal that we all remember the Palestinians and the injustice that 
has been meted out to them since 1948. It is an injustice which lies at the very heart of 
Arab Muslim angst against the West and which has allowed one country, Israel, 
supported by the USA and the European Union, consistently to break international law 
since 1948, when it was decided that the Palestinians would pay the price of the 
Holocaust even if they had had nothing to do with it. … 
Palestinians have difficulty accessing healthcare and education, and humiliation 
continues daily at the check-points. … Farmers are attacked, crops are ruined and 
children are brutalised and imprisoned. … A more recent development is the targeting of 
children by snipers as they attempt to collect gravel for building purposes … Gaza is an 
academy for the terrorists of the future … 
We must not forget, in this overview of the situation, the plight of Israeli Arabs and 
Palestinians living in Israel, who are subjected to an apartheid-like regime of control and 
lack of freedom … 
… a reconciliation has been brokered between Hamas and Fatah, … The Israeli 
Government, predictably, has said that Fatah must chose between Israel and Hamas. 
They always produce another hurdle when one is removed, and never miss an 
opportunity to miss an opportunity. … Israel has been indulged for too long in the 
interests of American foreign policy as well as its own. … 

 

col 525  Lord Anderson of Swansea: …New factors put Israel on the defensive; Egypt 
will shortly open its borders with Gaza, and a Government responsive to their people in 
Egypt might in fact repudiate the 1979 treaty with Israel. … 
… the status quo is no longer tenable. Friends of Israel should urge Prime Minister 
Netanyahu to respond positively to the new challenges. Time is not on their side. … 

 

col 526  Lord Alderdice: … the strategy that has been adopted for some time-isolating 
Hamas in Gaza-seems no longer tenable. … Will Her Majesty's Government engage with 
that new Palestinian Government, or will they do what they have done in the past, and 
what they did after the Mecca agreement, and avoid engagement because of the support 
or participation of Hamas? 
Secondly, in the event … that the United Nations General Assembly approves a 
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders, albeit a relatively virtual one, what will be the 
approach of the United Kingdom Government? … 
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col 527  Lord Weidenfeld: … If Prime Minister Abbas … were willing to prove to the 
whole world that Hamas is unmistakably and irrevocably prepared to accept the 
existence of the state of Israel and of two adjacent states, an Arab state of Palestine and 
a Jewish state of Israel-and, indeed, if Hamas itself would endorse that-then I think that 
the road is open for negotiations. 
I had the opportunity in recent weeks to be in Israel and to speak to leaders of the 
Government, the opposition and other people of importance and influence in the country, 
and I can tell your Lordships that there is considerable desire for true peace along the 
lines of two countries, Arab Palestine and Jewish Israel. However, Hamas has to submit 
to the supreme test-that it is unmistakeably and irrevocably agreeable to the existence of 
Israel. Nothing else would suffice or enable a negotiation to start. … 
Finally, I believe that the unilateral recognition of a state of Palestine is a disastrous 
move that would aggravate the issue unless it were immediately preceded by efforts to 
get the parties to the table. … 

 

Lord Dubs: … I went to see the Israeli military courts in Ofer. … Approximately 700 
Palestinian children are prosecuted every year in these courts, and at the end of January 
this year some 222 were in jail. In the court we visited we saw a 14 year-old and a 15-
year-old, one of them in tears, both looking absolutely bewildered. What shocked me as 
much as anything was to see that these young persons-children-had chains or shackles 
around their ankles while sitting in court. They were also handcuffed as they went into 
court. … The court proceedings are in Hebrew, with translations of a doubtful quality. The 
verdicts are mostly based on uncorroborated confession evidence. … I do not believe 
that this process of humiliation represents justice. … 

 

col 529  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … Progress has been made between Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority. However, the Fatah-Hamas agreement does raise real difficulties 
and challenges. … Ismail Haniya, the leader of Hamas in Gaza, said about Osama bin 
Laden: "We condemn the assassination and the killing of an Arab holy warrior". 
The Times, which is not noted as a pro-Israel newspaper, carried an interesting editorial 
on 29 April. It stated: "Hamas ... promotes its own concept of peace, founded on the 
Islamic concept of hudna, or an extended ceasefire. Yet it seeks an Islamic state from 
the Jordan to the Mediterranean, promulgates The Protocols of the Learned Elders of 
Zion, launches rocket attacks against Israeli civilians, and has received money and arms 
from Iran". So my question to the Minister is: how does this affect the securing of an 
eventual settlement that, as the Times put it, "respects Israel's security needs and 
creates a viable, pacific Palestinian state"? … 

 

The Earl of Sandwich: … Our Prime Minister has described Gaza as a prison camp. 
Conditions there have deteriorated. Far from withdrawing, Israel has in fact tightened its 
grip, and IDF restrictions have made life for Palestinians almost intolerable. … 

 

col 530 Lord Judd: … The condition in which children in particular are being held in 
prison in both parts of Palestine is an affront to any decent humanitarian standards, but it 
is also totally inexplicable in terms of peacebuilding because of the bitterness it must 
engender in the young. … 

 

col 531  Lord Pannick: … the noble Baroness, Lady Tonge, says that we must not miss 
this opportunity to advance the peace process. But progress depends on repudiating the 
noble Baroness's thesis that Israel and what she describes as the Israel lobby are solely 
responsible for barriers to peace. Progress essentially depends on a recognition of the 
interests, the concerns and the mistakes of both sides. … The unfortunate Palestinian 
people continue to be denied freedom of expression and an independent judiciary. It is 
therefore very difficult for leaders to emerge who are able to say clearly to their own 
people what needs to be said. What needs to be said is, "It is in your interests to 
abandon the futile attempt to destroy the state of Israel. … 

 

Lord Sacks: … We who pray for peace understand by that word a state in which I 
recognise your right to exist and you recognise mine. That is what peace minimally 
means.  How can we be speaking  about  peace  when  Hamas  remains  committed as a  
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matter of principle to the elimination of the state of Israel; when it engages in missile 
attacks against innocent civilians and uses its own innocent civilians as human shields; 
when it propagates some of the most vicious anti-Semitic myths ever to have inflamed 
the hatred and to have anaesthetised the conscience of human beings, and two days 
ago praised Osama bin Laden as a holy warrior; and when it refuses to agree to the 
fundamental principles laid down by the quartet, not least of which is the recognition of 
Israel's right to exist? Until Hamas undergoes fundamental change, there may be a 
process but there will not be peace. Peace is more than a resting place on the road to 
war. I cannot make peace with one who denies my right to exist. 
No one familiar with the history of the Jewish people through its 4,000 years of history 
can fail to appreciate how deeply Jews within Israel and outside long for peace, pray for 
peace and long for the ability to live as other people live-without fear, without hate, 
without being treated as a pariah, without being blamed for the troubles of the world and 
without being denied the right to exist. That is why I urge the Government to be resolute 
in their insistence that the path to peace in the Middle East must begin with the 
unequivocal recognition of the state of Israel's right to be. 

 

col 532  Lord Triesman: … An equally plain and equally great impediment is the routine 
and continuous firing of sophisticated rockets and other munitions into Israel, which 
undermines confidence among ordinary people that a peaceful solution is possible. The 
refusal to recognise the right to exist of the Israeli state, not least by Hamas … speaks to 
a long-term resistance to peace and that cannot be ignored. … 

 

col 533  Baroness Verma: … The negotiations should be based on a two-state solution 
on the basis … agreement on the borders of the two states, based on the 1967 lines with 
equivalent land swaps agreed between the parties; security arrangements that, for 
Palestinians, respect their sovereignty and show that the occupation is over and, for 
Israelis, protect their security, prevent the resurgence of terrorism and deal effectively 
with new and emerging threats; a just, fair and agreed solution to the refugee question; 
and fulfilment of the aspirations of both parties for Jerusalem. A way must be found 
through negotiations to resolve the status of Jerusalem as the future capital of both 
states. … 
Our policy on Hamas is clear. The quartet has set out clearly that Hamas must renounce 
violence, recognise Israel and accept previously signed agreements. Hamas must make 
credible movements towards these conditions, which remain the benchmark against 
which its intentions should be judged. … 
… we have upgraded the Palestinian general delegation … in view of the signs of 
improvements made by the Palestinian Authority in its state-building agenda and the 
progress being made on its road-map commitment … There will be simplified visa 
arrangements, but it is important to make it clear that this is not the first step towards 
recognising the Palestinian state …  
We understand Israel's deep and justified security concerns, and we will work with Israel 
to preserve her security and the stability of the region around her. We hope that the 
signing today of the reconciliation agreement between Fatah and Hamas in Cairo will 
lead to the formation of a Government that reject violence and pursue a negotiated 
peace. As I have said, we will judge a future Palestinian Government by their actions and 
readiness to work for peace. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110504-
0002.htm#110504106000135  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Caroline Lucas (1773) Israel and the agreement on conformity assessment and 
acceptance of industrial products 
(direct link not available in time for yesterday’s PAB) 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1773  
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Downing Street 

PM welcomes Prime Minister Netanyahu to Number 10 
Prime Minister David Cameron has welcomed Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu to 
Number 10 where the two held a working dinner. 
Speaking ahead of the meeting, Mr Cameron stressed that Britain was a strong and 
unshakeable friend of Israel. The PM also said that recent events such as the death of 
bin Laden and the Arab Spring mean that there is a “moment of opportunity” in the 
region.  
“..this is a moment of opportunity to continue the work to defeat terrorism in our world, to 
continue the expansion of democracy, civil rights and freedom across the Middle East 
and North Africa, and we also believe an opportunity to push forward the process of 
peace between Israel and Palestine.” 
Following their dinner a Number 10 spokesperson said: “The Prime Minister made clear 
in the meeting that Britain remained a staunch friend of Israel. Britain would continue to 
work closely with Israel to prevent Iran acquiring a nuclear weapon and on the wide 
range of regional security issues. 
“Prime Minister Cameron said we faced a moment of opportunity in the Middle East. He 
said that this strengthened the case for meaningful Israeli engagement in the 
Israeli/Palestinian peace process. Progress would help cement Israel’s long term security 
and reinforce prospects for democracy and moderation in the region. 
“The leaders discussed today’s announcement on Palestinian unity. Prime Minister 
Cameron said that any new Palestinian government must reject violence, recognise 
Israel’s right to exist and engage in the peace process, and that Britain would judge it by 
its actions. 
“The leaders also discussed plans for wider bilateral cooperation between Israel and the 
United Kingdom on economic and security issues.”  
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/topstorynews/2011/05/pm-welcomes-prime-minister-
netanyahu-to-number-10-2-63463  
 
Prime Minister: Well, it’s great to welcome Prime Minister Netanyahu to Number 10 
Downing Street.  Britain is a good friend of Israel and our support for Israel and Israel’s 
security is something I have described in the past and will do so again as unshakeable.  
We are strong friends of Israel. 
We think, though, now there is a real opportunity with the end of Bin Laden, with the Arab 
Spring, with all that’s happening in the world, we think this is a moment of opportunity to 
continue the work to defeat terrorism in our world, to continue the expansion of 
democracy, civil rights and freedom across the Middle East and North Africa, and we 
also believe an opportunity to push forward the process of peace between Israel and 
Palestine. 
And those are some of the issues we will be talking about tonight.  I think while there are 
all sorts of uncertainties in your part of the world and all sorts of difficulties and dangers, I 
think it’s also a time of great opportunity and opportunity that I hope we’ll be able to seize 
and to push forward a peace process. 
Prime Minister Netanyahu: Well, thank you.  It’s very good to see you again, David.  We 
met before the elections and we spoke a number of times on the phones since we both 
took office.  I look forward to the opportunity to discuss about how we achieve precisely 
the goals that you talked about. 
In the time that passed since our last meeting, we have had an enormous convulsion in 
the Middle East and there is a great struggle now underway between the forces of 
democracy and moderation and the forces of tyranny and terror.  I think the fate of the 
Middle East and the fate of peace hangs in the balance.  Which force wins out?  You 
have taken a resolute stand against tyranny and terror in such places as Iran and Libya.  
We respect that and appreciate it, and we think that moral clarity and political clarity can 
ensure that these voices win out and that peace wins out.  I look forward to discussing  
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with you how we can proceed to this common goal with our Palestinian neighbours and in 
the region at large. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2011/05/pm-welcomes-
prime-minister-netanyahu-to-number-10-63459  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 

 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/am062-c.htm  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html   

 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2011/0146/amend/noa1460405a.173-174.html   

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 4 days 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
** closes in 5 days 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
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Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
 

Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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