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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on actions by the Palestinian Authority to honour Palestinian 
citizens that have participated in terrorist acts; and if he will make a statement. [52232] 

Alistair Burt: The UK deplores all incitement to violence. The naming of a square 
after the leader of the 1978 terrorist attack would have been distasteful under any 
circumstances, but particularly so in the wake of the murders that occurred in 
Itamar. We also strongly oppose the payment of cash directly linked to acts of 
violence. Our Consulate General in Jerusalem will raise these issues with the 
Fatah Leadership. 
We welcomed Palestinian President, Mahmoud Abbas' condemnation of the 
murders that occurred in Itamar. He said they were despicable, immoral and 
inhuman. We endorse President Abbas's commitment to a path of non-violence 
and a negotiated solution to the peace process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/text/110503w0
001.htm#11050313000033  

 
Middle East Peace Process 

9. Rosie Cooper (West Lancashire) (Lab): What recent discussions he has had with 
the Palestinian Authority to encourage the resumption of peace negotiations. [53528] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary discussed the 
peace process and the need to return to direct negotiations with Palestinian 
President Abbas during his recent visit to London. We made it clear that we 
believe that only a negotiated settlement will secure a sovereign, viable and 
contiguous Palestinian state, living in peace and security next to a safe, secure 
and recognised Israel. 

Rosie Cooper: Is the Minister concerned about Iranian influence in Hamas-controlled 
Gaza, and in Syria and Lebanon? 

Alistair Burt: Briefly, yes. It remains our view, from all the available evidence, that 
the Iranian regime is interested in instability and disrupting the efforts of nations to 
build the necessary security and confidence between themselves that we all wish 
to see. So far, Iranian influence has rarely proved to be advantageous to the world 
community, but we live in hope. 

Mr James Clappison (Hertsmere) (Con): While the cause of peace will have been 
assisted by the Palestinian Authority’s  response to the  weekend’s news  from  Pakistan,  
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does my hon. Friend share my concern about the reported comments of the leader of 
Hamas in condemning the operation? 

Alistair Burt: Yes, indeed. The events of the weekend were an opportunity for the 
world community to come together and condemn those who had united Christian, 
Jew and Muslim against their murdering misery over the years. It is disappointing 
that Hamas did not take the opportunity to do that, as so many others did. 

Sir Gerald Kaufman (Manchester, Gorton) (Lab): Is the Minister aware that at 12.30 
pm last Friday at Nabi Salih on the west bank, a peaceful demonstration against illegal 
settlements by Palestinians and Israelis, including women and children, was attacked by 
the Israeli army, which hurled hundreds of gas bombs and sound grenades at them, fired 
at them with rubber bullets and had a vehicle that hurled sewage at them? Will he 
condemn this kind of savagery and make it clear to the Israelis that it is impossible to 
have peace if Israeli troops behave in this abominable way?  

Alistair Burt: I am not aware of the particular incident that the right hon. 
Gentleman raises, but there is no doubt that in the past, where there have been 
incidents involving people peacefully protesting—as we believe it is right to do—
against settlements that we consider to be illegal, we have condemned such 
action, and we will continue to do so. This case only goes to illustrate, however, 
the need for both sides to return to negotiations based on parameters, because 
the spiral of violence—particularly what we have seen recently on both sides—is 
just leading to more misery before a settlement can be concluded. 

Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): Following what has just been said, and given Hamas’s 
commiseration on the death of Osama bin Laden as a holy warrior, will the Government 
confirm that they will have no direct or indirect talks with Hamas until it renounces terror 
and violence, recognises the state of Israel and abides by previous diplomatic 
agreements? 

Alistair Burt: We have no plans to change our position on Hamas. The Quartet 
principles that my hon. Friend sets out remain the benchmark to which Hamas 
should move towards—that is, a rejection of violence, a recognition of the state of 
Israel and an acceptance of previous agreements. 

Stephen Twigg (Liverpool, West Derby) (Lab/Co-op): There is real concern about the 
continuing lack of progress towards peace between the Palestinians and the Israelis. 
What is the Government’s assessment of the impact of last week’s reconciliation talks 
between Fatah and Hamas on the prospects of a peaceful transition to a two-state 
solution, and what role do they see for the European Union in this crucial period? 

Alistair Burt: It is difficult to see the impact at this stage, because not all the 
details are available. It must always have been the case that at some stage there 
must be Palestinian unity, because there cannot be a sensible two-state solution 
unless all parts of what is deemed to be Palestine are involved. Therefore, the fact 
that Fatah and Hamas have come to some agreement is something that might 
provide a step forward. However, it is crucial that that should lead to progress and 
to both Palestinian wings continuing to reject violence, continuing with the peace 
process and recognising the state of Israel. As yet, Hamas has not made any 
move in that direction. We hope that the reconciliation will eventually lead to 
progress towards a democratic Palestinian state that will indeed reject violence 
and wish to live in peace and security with its neighbour, but we must judge it by 
its actions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/debtext/11050
3-0001.htm#1105036000016  
 

Middle East 
Mike Gapes (Ilford South) (Lab/Co-op): Further to an earlier answer, what assessment 
has the Foreign Secretary made of the internal politics of Hamas and of whether there 
are conflicting voices—on the one hand about building a technocratic Government and 
conducting elections on a unity basis and, on the other hand, supporting and praising bin 
Laden? 
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Mr Hague: It would be surprising if there were not differing voices and internal 
tensions on these subjects. Clearly, many issues are moving in the middle east, 
with the changed situation in Egypt and pressure on the Syrian Government. 
Hamas has been encouraged by the new Government in Egypt to enter into the 
political reconciliation with Fatah, as discussed earlier. I believe that it might also 
feel less secure in its position in Syria. These are forces now at work on Hamas, 
and it is important in the light of the changes in the middle east that, as Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the 
Member for North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt) has been saying, it makes 
concrete movement towards acceptance of Quartet principles, which the whole 
world looks to it to respect. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/debtext/11050
3-0001.htm#1105036000020  
 

Topical Questions 
T10. [53553] Andrew Miller (Ellesmere Port and Neston) (Lab): In light of the second 
bombing of the gas pipelines from Egypt to Israel and Jordan, what conversations has 
the right hon. Gentleman had with the new regime in Egypt to stress the importance of 
the 30-year peace treaty between Israel and Egypt? 

Mr Hague: The hon. Gentleman is quite right—of course that is important. I had 
lengthy discussions yesterday with the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of 
Egypt. Regional peace and the future of the middle east peace process are 
absolutely integral to this matter, so they formed an important part of our 
discussions. As part of that, we look to Egypt to respect that treaty with Israel, and 
it is in no doubt whatever about our position on that. … 
 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): Returning to the question of Hamas, 
does the Foreign Secretary agree that the reported comments of Ismail Haniya yesterday 
were appalling and are already being seized on by enemies of peace on both sides of the 
Israeli-Palestinian divide? Does he agree that we must not be deflected from the cause 
of peace but must recognise the potential for unity between Fatah and Hamas and 
recognise that peace is ultimately built between enemies, not with friends? 

Mr Hague: Peace is indeed built between enemies rather than friends, but as the 
hon. Gentleman rightly points out, that cause would be assisted if it were possible 
to show across many different divides in the world a good deal of unity about what 
happened on Sunday night and about the removal from the scene of the author of 
some of the world’s greatest terrorist acts. It would have been better for Hamas to 
have joined in the welcome for that, as that would have been a boost in itself to 
the peace process. 

Mr Matthew Offord (Hendon) (Con): Judge Goldstone recently retracted the central 
finding of his UN report that Israel had intentionally targeted Palestinian civilians. What 
steps is the Secretary of State taking to inform members of the UN General Assembly of 
Judge Goldstone’s reconsideration of his report and admission about his inaccurate 
conclusion? 

Alistair Burt: We know that Judge Goldstone would have much preferred the 
Israeli authorities to have co-operated with his report, which would have given it a 
different flavour. His comments are extremely important, but it is equally important 
to make sure that an investigation on both sides into the incidents, as he 
recommended, is done. He was satisfied that the Israeli Government had done 
their best to fulfil that commitment, but Hamas, we are afraid, has done nothing at 
all to fulfil that commitment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/debtext/11050
3-0001.htm#1105036000025  
 
 
 
 

 
3

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/debtext/110503-0001.htm#1105036000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/debtext/110503-0001.htm#1105036000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/debtext/110503-0001.htm#1105036000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/debtext/110503-0001.htm#1105036000025


 

Counter-terrorism 
col 457  Edward Miliband: … On Israel-Palestine, does the Prime Minister agree that 
the reaction of Hamas, calling the killing of bin Laden an example of American 
oppression, is deeply regrettable? Does he agree that we should continue to make 
efforts to restart the middle east peace process? What discussions has he had with 
President Obama and the other leaders on that important area? … 

 

col 458  The Prime Minister: … The right hon. Gentleman is right that Hamas’s reaction 
is very regrettable. I do believe, though, that the middle east peace process is, if you like, 
the third leg of the strategy to fundamentally defeat al-Qaeda. The first leg is the attack 
on the terrorist network—the blow so successfully dealt yesterday—and the second leg is 
democracy and progress in the middle east, in north Africa and in Muslim countries, but 
the third leg is a middle east peace process that works. I am seeing Prime Minister 
Netanyahu tomorrow evening, and we will do everything we can in our power to 
encourage both sides to recognise the historic times that we are living in and the historic 
chance there is to forge a deal that will last. … 

 

col 460  Julian Brazier: Does my right hon. Friend agree that although the remarks by 
Hamas were as repugnant as they were wrong, the moves by the new masters of Egypt 
towards opening the border with Hamas-controlled Gaza are nevertheless the clearest 
possible illustration of just how important is the third corner of the triangle that he 
outlined? There will be no support from moderate Arab opinion without a long-term 
solution that offers justice for the Palestinians. 

 

The Prime Minister: My hon. Friend is clearly right. We have to take the positive, 
optimistic view that although there will be all sorts of difficulties in the days ahead, 
Palestinian unity between Fatah and Hamas should be a step forward, and we must 
make sure that it is. What follows is trying to persuade the Israelis and others that 
although there are all sorts of uncertainties in the world today, this is an opportunity to 
take steps towards peace, as they will be dealing with more democratic neighbours. … 

 

col 462  Julian Lewis: Although I welcome the Prime Minister’s emphasis on the battle of 
ideas, does he share my concern that all too many people in all too many Muslim 
communities do not even accept that bin Laden was responsible for 9/11? What does 
that say about the failure of the west to get the counter-narrative and the counter- 

spropaganda out worldwide and effectively? 
 

The Prime Minister: My hon. Friend makes a good point … Many in that minority of the 
Muslim community take the view that bin Laden was not responsible for 9/11. That does 
not mean that they actively back bin Laden; it just means that they have bought in to a 
narrative of Israeli plots and the rest of it. We must challenge that narrative. We cannot 
have young people growing up in our country believing that nonsense, and it is 
incumbent on all of us in the work we do in our constituencies—in mosques, community 
centres and so on—to challenge that thinking whenever it comes up. We should not 
believe that we are challenging cultural sensitivities in doing so—we are not. We are 
making a very clear point about what it means to be part of a modern democracy. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/debtext/11050
3-0001.htm#1105036000002  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Caroline Lucas (1773) Israel and the agreement on conformity assessment and 
acceptance of industrial products - That this House notes that the Agreement on 
Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products (ACAA) as it relates to  
Israel has been put on the agenda for the next standing committee on International Trade 
(INTA) meeting on 23 May 2011; further notes that INTA decided unanimously to freeze 
the consent procedure of the EU-Israel agreement on the ACAA of Industrial Products for 
the free movement of goods and technical regulations following the illegal Israeli military 
attack against the humanitarian aid flotilla in international waters; and remains steadfastly  
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against the unfreezing of the ACAA protocol on the basis that any possible consideration 
of the upgrading of trade relations between the EU and Israel must go hand in hand with 
lifting the blockade on Gaza, full respect of international humanitarian and human rights 
obligations and genuine commitments towards a comprehensive political settlement of 
the conflict. 
Direct weblink not yet available. Online at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/110504e01.htm  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Middle East: Time to restart talks  
British Ambassador to Israel Matthew Gould said the "only route to peace is through 
negotiations" ahead of Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu's visit to London. … 
One of the messages I have repeatedly heard here is that the international community 
does not understand Israel’s security concerns. So one of my key priorities is to ensure 
that Britain does understand those concerns, to make it clear to Israel that the British 
government is unwavering in its support of Israel, and to explain why we are convinced 
that progress is needed on the Peace Process.  … 
To be a true friend of Israel, we need to understand the extraordinary security challenges 
that Israel faces. As Israel gets ready to celebrate 63 years of Independence, we share 
the hope of the vast majority of Israelis for a lasting, definitive peace with the 
Palestinians.  But we realize that the Israeli people will move towards peace only when 
they believe that such a peace will make them more secure, not less.  … 
Any peace will need Israel to have the right security arrangements to give confidence 
despite the shifting regional sands.  The creation of a Palestinian state must not lead to 
rockets raining down on Israel from the hills of the West Bank.  It must not repeat Gaza, 
when withdrawal was followed by the Hamas take-over and years of rocket attacks.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=591188582  

 
 

United Nations 

UN expert highlights “disproportionate effect on children of the prolonged Israeli 
occupation” 
UN Special Rapporteur Richard Falk has warned the international community about the 
dire human rights situation of Palestinian children. … “Since the year 2000, 1,335 
Palestinian children have been killed as a result of Israeli military and settler presence in 
the occupied Palestinian territory. The arbitrary opening of fire by Israeli military against 
Palestinian children is appalling, … “Children are particularly vulnerable to settlers’ 
violent attacks and harassment. In Gaza, the continued Israeli blockade has significantly 
affected the right of children to food, health and education. Psychological trauma from 
the Israeli attack on Gaza in December 2008-January 2009 continues to affect children 
more disproportionately.” … 
“Children continue to be arrested at night, at checkpoints or off the street. Upon arrest, 
children and their families are seldom informed of the charges against them,” … 
“Palestinian children continue to be deprived of their right to education. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=10981&LangID
=E  
 
Ban calls on Palestinian parties to commit to principles for two-state solution 
… Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon strongly appealed to all Palestinian parties to commit 
to the principles of the diplomatic Quartet, which seeks to have two States – Israel and  
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Palestine – living side by side in peace and security within recognized borders. … In a 
statement issued last night by his spokesperson, Mr. Ban voiced his support for efforts 
for unity … 
Mr. Serry stated last week that reconciliation between the two main Palestinian factions is 
essential for achieving a two-state solution and should take place in a manner that 
promotes the cause of peace. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38266&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
In Gaza, a UN Messenger of Peace conducts a concert for peace 
The sounds of Mozart floated out of a music hall in the Gaza Strip today as the renowned 
conductor and United Nations Messenger of Peace Daniel Barenboim led a concert 
aimed at promoting harmony in the war-scarred region. … 
The aim of the performance, said Mr. Barenboim, was to give a concert of peace for the 
people of Gaza. It was the 68-year-old maestro’s first visit to Gaza. “Maybe by doing this, 
all of the people of this area, Palestinians, Israelis, Egyptians, will realize that we are 
here to live somehow next to each other in this part of the world and we can live together 
or we can live side by side but we mustn’t live back to back,” he said. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38265&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Nadhim Zahawi: The security of the middle east depends on many factors, one of which 
is a responsible but independent media. With that in mind, I was shocked to see that, 
throughout yesterday, al-Jazeera’s Arabic channel, which broadcasts “Al-Jazeera English 
Live” in this country, allowed messages of hate, violence and revenge against the west to 
be posted on its coverage. Does the Foreign Secretary agree that broadcasting such 
messages is highly irresponsible and, indeed, illegal? 

Mr Hague: I did not see the reports to which my hon. Friend refers. Clearly, he has 
seen reports that he found very disturbing and I hope that he will take up those 
directly with al-Jazeera. Al-Jazeera now broadcasts a very wide variety of material, 
but I hope that it will in no way encourage hate or the commissioning of crimes; we 
must be vigilant against that. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/debtext/110503-
0001.htm#1105036000020  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
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** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2011/0060/amend/am060-f.htm  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/cob1610305a.18
67-1869.html  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/cob1612804a.18
63-1864.html  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/am062-b.htm  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html   

 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/amend/pbc1460305a.167-
172.html  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/pro1460305p.35-
40.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
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Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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