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Israel 

United Nations 

Palestinian unity process needs to promote peace, security and non-violenceIntra-
Palestinian reconciliation should take place in a way that promotes peace, security and 
non-violence, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has stressed, just days after Hamas and 
Fatah announced they had reached an agreement to form a national unity government 
and hold elections within a year. 
Speaking yesterday by telephone with Israeli Deputy Prime Minister and Defence 
Minister Ehud Barak, Mr. Ban discussed the recent unity deal between the two 
Palestinian factions – struck under the auspices of Egypt – and the Middle East peace 
process. 
Mr. Ban said the United Nations would study the agreement carefully and took note of 
Israeli concerns about the implications of the reconciliation understanding … [and] hoped 
that reconciliation would now take place in a manner that promoted the cause of peace, 
security and non-violence … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38241&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
Palestinian Rights Committee Chair Urges Quartet to ‘Help Sun Set on Occupation’ 
With plans nearly complete for welcoming a sovereign, independent Palestinian State 
into the community of nations this September, the Chairman of the Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People today urged the Quartet of 
Middle East peace mediators to “help make the sun set on the occupation permanently”, 
by rapidly finalizing the permanent status parameters so that direct Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations could proceed without delay. 
“The ascension of an independent State of Palestine to its rightful seat at the General 
Assembly, which we all are looking forward to, will not signal the end of the Palestinian 
quest for nationhood, but a new beginning,” said Committee Chairman Abdou Salam 
Diallo in closing remarks to the two-day United Nations Seminar on Assistance to the 
Palestinian People. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/gapal1201.doc.htm  
 
Experts Consider Practical Aspects of Building Viable Palestinian State, Urge 
Sound Social, Economic Policies, as United Nations Meeting Continues 
Assessing the mechanics of building a Palestinian State — one that could inspire 
confidence  in  its  citizens,  deliver  basic  services,  and  support  a  vibrant  economy —  
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experts attending the United Nations Seminar on Assistance to the Palestinian People 
today said that democratic and accountable institutions, backed by sound social and 
economic policies, were essential for long-term success. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/gapal1200.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information  

Responses to the death of Osama bin Laden 

Downing Street 

No10 statement on Osama Bin Laden's death  
… The PM said: “The news that Osama Bin Laden is dead will bring great relief to people 
across the world. Osama Bin Laden was responsible for the worst terrorist atrocities the 
world has seen - for 9/11 and for so many attacks, which have cost thousands of lives, 
many of them British. 
“It is a great success that he has been found and will no longer be able to pursue his 
campaign of global terror.  This is a time to remember all those murdered by Osama Bin 
Laden, and all those who lost loved ones. It is also a time too to thank all those who work 
round the clock to keep us safe from terrorism. Their work will continue.  I congratulate 
President Obama and those responsible for carrying out this operation.” … 
To read the full press release see  
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/topstorynews/2011/05/death-of-osama-bin-laden-
63392  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary: "Need to remain vigilant against al-Qaeda"  
… Speaking on BBC Radio’s Today programme the Foreign Secretary said: 
"Osama bin Laden still mattered hugely. There is no doubt about that.  This was the 
world’s most prominent leader, and so he mattered enormously in an organisation which, 
remember, is a franchise, al-Qaeda, with semi-independent groups that take inspiration 
from a central leadership.  It was of great importance that he was still alive and active, 
and it is unequivocally a good thing that he is no longer able to pursue terror, murder and 
mayhem in the world. 
This is not the end of being vigilant against al-Qaeda and associated groups, and in fact 
there may be parts of al-Qaeda that will try to show that they are still in business in the 
coming weeks, as indeed some of them are.  So I have already this morning asked our 
embassies to review their security, to make sure that vigilance is heightened, and I think 
that will have to be our posture for some time to come.  So this is a very serious blow to 
al-Qaeda.  But like any organisation that has suffered a serious blow, they will want to 
show in some way that they are still able to operate. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=590551382  

 
 

President Obama (reported BBC) 

… Today, at my direction, the United States launched a targeted operation against that 
compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan.  A small team of Americans carried out the operation  
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with extraordinary courage and capability. No Americans were harmed. They took care to 
avoid civilian casualties. After a firefight, they killed Osama Bin Laden and took custody 
of his body. … 
Yet his death does not mark the end of our effort. There's no doubt that al-Qaeda will 
continue to pursue attacks against us. We must - and we will - remain vigilant at home 
and abroad. 
As we do, we must also reaffirm that the United States is not - and never will be - at war 
with Islam. I've made clear, just as President Bush did shortly after 9/11, that our war is 
not against Islam. Bin Laden was not a Muslim leader; he was a mass murderer of 
Muslims. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-13257110  

 
 

European Parliament 

Bin Laden's death marks "significant success" in fight against terrorism 
"The death of Osama Bin Laden marks a significant success in the fight of the 
international community against terrorists," EP President Jerzy Buzek said … "Although 
this battle is far from over, we have made significant progress towards a more secure 
world, … People of different faiths, language or race who believe in peaceful co-
existence can feel more secure. The international community must continue its efforts 
to prevent terrorist acts and to bring their perpetrators to justice."  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/headlines/content/20110502STO18520/html/Bin-
Laden%27s-death-marks-significant-step-in-fight-against-terrorism  
 

 

Council of Europe 

Jagland says threat of terrorism remains acute 
"The news of the death of Osama Bin Laden, confirmed by US President Obama today, 
is certainly an important step in the international efforts in fighting terrorism. It is of 
immense symbolic significance. However, as recent events have shown, the threat of 
terrorism remains acute today and the Council of Europe is dedicated to combatting 
terrorism together with its Member States," said Thorbjørn Jagland, Secretary General of 
the Council of Europe. 
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=PR383%282011%29&Language=lanEnglish&V
er=original&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged
=A9BACE  
 
 

Prime Minister’s Office: Israel 

PM Netanyahu’s Statement Regarding the Termination of Osama bin Laden 
This is an historic day for the United States of America and for all the countries engaged 
in the battle against terrorism.  I want to congratulate President Obama and the American 
people.  I want to congratulate America’s soldiers, and its intelligence personnel for a 
truly outstanding achievement.  It took ten years to track Osama bin Laden down.  It took 
ten years to bring a measure of justice to his victims. 
But the battle against terrorism is long and relentless and resolute.  This is a day of 
victory – a victory for justice, for freedom and for our common civilization. 
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/Communication/Spokesman/2011/05/spokeosama02051
1.htm  
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Palestinian Authority and Hamas (reported Reuters) 

Abbas govt welcomes bin Laden death, Hamas deplores    
The killing of Osama bin Laden by U.S. forces was welcomed on Monday by the 
Western-backed Palestinian Authority while its prospective power-sharing partner, 
Islamist Hamas, deplored his death. 
"Getting rid of bin Laden is good for the cause of peace worldwide but what counts is to 
overcome the discourse and the methods -- the violent methods -- that were created and 
encouraged by bin Laden and others in the world," Palestinian Authority (PA) spokesman 
Ghassan Khatib said. 
Ismail Haniyeh, head of the Hamas administration in the Gaza Strip, called bin Laden a 
martyr. "We condemn the assassination and the killing of an Arab holy warrior," Haniyeh 
told reporters. "We regard this as a continuation of the American policy based on 
oppression and the shedding of Muslim and Arab blood." … 
To read the full report see 
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2011/05/02/uk-binladen-palestinians-hamas-
idUKTRE7412YC20110502  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html  
 
 

Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes tomorrow 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
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Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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