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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Religious Intolerance 
Lord Maginnis of Drumglass: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the treatment of Christians, specifically Colin Atkinson, by the Wakefield 
and District Housing Association; which department has oversight for this area; and what 
steps are being taken to ensure basic human rights for Christians.[HL11491]  

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Hanham): The issues of social housing and 
of cohesion and integration are the responsibility of the Department for 
Communities and Local Government. The Home Office oversees equality law. 
The Government are committed to ensuring people of all faiths, including 
Christianity, do not suffer any unlawful discrimination. There has been no 
assessment of Wakefield District Housing's treatment of any religious groups. 
However, the Minister for Housing and Local Government publicly supported the 
right of Mr Atkinson to display his palm cross and subsequently welcomed the 
housing association's decision to change its stance. 
As the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government remarked in a 
press notice on 19 July 2010: "Some see religion as a problem that needs to be 
solved. The new Government see it as part of the solution. I want to send an 
important signal that we value the role of religion and faith in public life". 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/29082011.htm#hdg-
ReligiousIntolerance  
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Israel 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-00722 Joe FitzPatrick: Palestinian Statehood Bid at the United Nations—That 
the Parliament supports the efforts of Palestinian officials to bring a vote before the 
General Assembly of the United Nations seeking recognition of Palestinian statehood; 
considers that the recognition of Palestinian statehood need not necessarily prejudice 
prospective peace negotiations with Israel; believes that it would be unfortunate if 
the General Assembly was denied the opportunity to voice its opinion on this 
issue; condemns the use of violence by all those involved in the conflict and regrets the 
reprehensible loss of civilian life as a result;  acknowledges that  United  Nations Security  
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Council Resolution 242 refers to the "inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by war" 
and calls for the withdrawal of Israel’s armed forces from territories occupied since the 
Six Day War in 1967; shares the view that a complete freeze in the construction of 
Israeli settlements in the occupied West Bank is likely to be a critical step toward peace; 
believes that there is a broad international consensus that the pre-1967 boundaries 
should form the basis of any peace settlement, however 
acknowledges that circumstances have changed since 1967 and therefore accepts, in 
principle, the concept of land swaps in order to facilitate the peace process; laments 
the breakdown of democratic governance within the Palestinian National Authority, but 
welcomes the reconciliation deal brokered in Cairo between Hamas and Fatah with the 
resolution to hold free and fair elections for the Palestinian Legislative Council within 
twelve months of 27 April 2011, and hopes to see constructive and transparent 
negotiations between a representative Palestinian delegation and the Israeli government 
that ultimately leads to a solution whereby Israelis and Palestinians are able to live 
comfortably alongside one another in peace. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx?referencenu
mber=S4M-00722&isinanything=true&resultsperpage=10  

 
 

European Union 

EU High Representative Catherine Ashton meets Palestinian leaders and lays first 
stone for security complex in Jenin 
Catherine Ashton … concluded her visit to occupied Palestinian territory by laying the 
ceremonial first stone for construction of Security Compound (Muqata) in Jenin, West 
Bank, together with Prime Minister Fayyad. 
"The Security Compound in Jenin will contribute importantly to the rule of law and 
security of the people. As a project it demonstrates the significance of the work going on 
every day to build the Palestinian state and provide for people. I would like to pay tribute 
to Prime Minister Fayyad for his amazing work to build the institutions of a state," said 
Catherine Ashton …  
"I came to the region to continue deliberations with the Palestinians and the Israelis on 
the Middle East Peace Process. With President Abbas and PM Fayyad I discussed the 
future of the Palestinian people and my desire to see the peace negotiations restarted 
and for them to reach a satisfactory conclusion," … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/124447.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

Report of the Secretary-General’s Panel of Inquiry on the 31 May 2010 Flotilla 
Incident 
http://graphics8.nytimes.com/packages/pdf/world/Palmer-Committee-Final-report.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

** closes in 3 days 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Legal intervention on religion or belief 
rights: seeking your views (closing date extended to 5 September 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/legal/ecthr_consultation_11_aug_1
1.doc  
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** closes in 3 days 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closes 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closes 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
 

VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date 11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education (closes 30 
November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
** The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage (closing date 9 
December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 

TOP 
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