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Home Affairs 

RSPCA 

Information Sheet: Religious Slaughter (updated version March 2011) 
http://content.www.rspca.org.uk/cmsprd/Satellite?blobcol=urldata&blobheader=applicatio
n%2Fpdf&blobkey=id&blobnocache=false&blobtable=MungoBlobs&blobwhere=12329988
53713&ssbinary=true  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns attack in southern Israel  
Foreign Secretary William Hague reiterates that Hamas must halt these strikes 
immediately, and rein in other militant factions in Gaza. … William Hague said: “I 
unreservedly condemn today’s attack from Gaza on a bus carrying schoolchildren in 
southern Israel. The initial reports we have received suggest the bus was deliberately 
targeted and that a 16 year old boy has been critically injured. This is a despicable and 
cowardly act that stands in stark contrast to people’s desire for peaceful reform across 
the region.  Violence will never deliver peace. I reiterate that Hamas must halt these 
strikes immediately, and rein in other militant factions in Gaza. 
This attack further highlights Israel’s legitimate security concerns. As I have made clear, 
Israel has every right to protect its people. But it is also important that in so doing that it 
also shows restraint and makes every effort to avoid causing civilian casualties. I am very 
concerned about reports that several people in Gaza were killed and others wounded in 
retaliatory strikes.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=581264682  

 
 

United Nations 

Secretary-General and Israeli leader discuss impasse in Middle East peace process 
… Mr. Ban and Mr. Peres discussed “the urgent need for a way forward” in the peace 
process  between  Israel and the  Palestinians,  according to  information released by the  
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Secretary-General’s spokesperson. During the meeting Mr. Ban repeated his 
condemnation of recent rocket fire towards southern Israel from Palestinian militants in 
the Gaza Strip, and voiced serious concern about Palestinian civilian casualties from 
Israeli military operations. The Secretary-General called for maximum restraint, echoing 
a statement his spokesperson issued late yesterday after the recent escalation of 
violence between the two sides.  
Mr. Ban and Mr. Peres also discussed the report of a UN fact-finding mission into the 
deadly conflict in Gaza in December 2008 and January 2009, also known as the 
Goldstone report, as well as other regional developments. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38059&Cr=palestin&Cr1= 
 
UN chief voices concern at escalating violence in Gaza and southern Israel 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon voiced concern today at the escalating violence in the 
Middle East, with Palestinian militants firing rockets into southern Israel and Israeli 
military forces carrying out subsequent strikes in the Gaza Strip. 
Mr. Ban “condemned the recent rocket fire from Palestinian militants, which hit a school 
bus and injured two Israeli civilians,” his spokesperson said in a statement. “He calls for 
an immediate end to rocket fire.” 
The Secretary-General also expressed concern “at reports of civilian casualties from 
Israeli operations in Gaza and calls for maximum restraint. He urges respect for 
international humanitarian law and calls for de-escalation and calm to prevent any further 
bloodshed.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38049&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Gaza gets its own marathon in UN effort to promote recreation 
The United Nations agency assisting Palestinian refugees will stage the first-ever 
marathon in Gaza next month as part of its annual efforts to provide residents of the Strip 
with recreational opportunities. The UNRWA Gaza Marathon will span the length of 
Gaza, from Beit Hanoun to Rafah, with children running in relay teams and adults 
running either the full 42.195-kilometre route or a half marathon or 10-kilometre race. … 
UNRWA is holding the marathon to raise funds for its annual Summer Games, where 
activities ranging from sports to drama and arts and crafts will be staged to provide a 
psychological relief for Gaza’s younger residents. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38054&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes today 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
** closes in 3 days 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
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More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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