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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament  

Report Stage 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill: Restriction on issue of arrest 
warrants in private prosecutions 
includes: 
 

col 453  Ann Clwyd: � whatever one's views on the changes proposed by the clause, it 
should not be part of the Bill. It is a justice measure in a Home Office Bill, which is 
already packed. � 
The Government propose to change the law on the procedure for obtaining an arrest 
warrant in a private prosecution in a universal jurisdiction case. Such cases are 
concerned with the gravest crimes against humanity: war crimes, torture, genocide and 
so on. The Government propose that the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions 
should be required before any such arrest warrant can be issue. � I object to the clause 
and the Government's proposals because they will undermine the UK's standing on 
international human rights issues. � 
 

Jeremy Corbyn: � the current situation is the best one, because it keeps the 
Government away from allegations of political bias in cases in which arrests are sought 
for a court in this country � 

 

col 454  Mr Llwyd: On the question of granting a warrant on the basis of flimsy evidence, 
is the right hon. Lady aware that, according to the Director of Public Prosecutions, there 
have been only 10 applications in the past 10 years, of which only two were granted? � 

 

Michael Ellis: Does not that 80% failure rate indicate that people have been making 
frivolous and vexatious applications? � 

 

Louise Ellman: � war crimes and crimes against humanity are horrific, but does she 
really think it just that an arrest warrant was issued against Tzipi Livni who was here 
seriously to negotiate peace between Israelis and Palestinians and to save lives? 

 

Ann Clwyd: Well, the other reason the Government gave for the change in the law is, I 
suppose, the real reason, in respect of which my hon. Friend has hit the nail on the head: 
it is the Tzipi Livni case. The Government, as the Foreign Secretary and the Justice 
Secretary explained, are changing the law because of an Israeli politician. Changing the 
law at the request of a foreign Government does not, I would argue, enhance our ability 
to act as an international peace broker. It does exactly the opposite by undermining our 
credibility to speak as a country that takes human rights seriously. 

 

Andrew Love: Is it not incongruous that at the same time as we continue to speak here 
about human rights, justice and democracy in the middle east, we also have to move this 
particular amendment? 
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col 456  Michael Ellis: � At present the law in England and Wales provides for no real 
evidential threshold, and contains no requirement for a prosecutor to check the credibility 
of a claim before an arrest warrant is issued. � Attention-seeking lawyers and campaign 
groups are being given an opportunity to use the arrest warrant process as a campaign 
tool. To describe it as providing immunity from prosecution is completely wrong in law, in 
fact and in degree � 

 

col 459  Vernon Coaker: � we support the Government on the clause. �  
there could be cases where people are arrested but there is no likelihood of prosecution, 
because the evidence is not there � We do not believe that that is appropriate, 
especially if it deters people from coming to Britain for purposes associated with 
diplomacy or peace. �  

 

col 461  Yasmin Qureshi: Does the hon. Gentleman not accept that the provision has 
been introduced because of the arrest of one individual? We are changing centuries of 
our law and tradition for the sake of one person. 

 

Dr Huppert: � It is a shame that there has been a conflation of two separate issues-one 
about Israel-Palestine and the whole sordid tale there, and the other a legal debate about 
what the system ought to be. � 

 

Col 462  Sir Gerald Kaufman: � May I � quote the Liberal Democrat document which I 
have already quoted with regard to Tzipi Livni, who has been mentioned? It says: 
"Tzipi Livni, as Israeli Foreign Minister, was one of those responsible for authorising 
these attacks"- on Gaza, which deliberately targeted civilians and civilian infrastructure- 
"and made public statements that appeared to encourage the Israeli military to use 
disproportionate force and engage in deliberate destruction with no legitimate military 
objective." � That is the person whom this lot are trying to acquit of the right even to be 
prosecuted, and even the issuing of a warrant against her. Her parents were terrorists 
who murdered great numbers of people. She was an Israeli spy in Paris when the Israelis 
were murdering people all over Europe and were changing the law to suit this war 
criminal. 

 

col 463  Nick Herbert: � Much of the criticism directed at this provision seems to 
assume that it will end the right of private prosecution for universal jurisdiction cases � 
and, by extension, that it will damage the principle of universal jurisdiction itself. I 
emphasise that this is simply not the case. Of course the provision has no effect at all on 
the ability of the police to investigate, and of the Crown Prosecution Service to prosecute, 
alleged offences of universal jurisdiction, but we think it is right that citizens should be 
able to prosecute these cases, grave as they are. That is why, under our proposal, 
anyone will still be able to apply to a court to initiate a private prosecution of universal 
jurisdiction offences by issuing an arrest warrant, where appropriate. � 

 

Amendment 2, to  
“leave out clause 152” 

(amending the current universal jurisdiction regulations) was defeated by 480 votes to 37. 
 

The Amendment 154 
“(a) A specialist unit shall be established within the Crown Prosecution Service, 
reporting to the Director of Public Prosecutions, so as to ensure minimal delay in 
decisions relating to arrest warrants issued under this section. 
(b) A specialist unit shall be established within the Metropolitan Police so as to 
ensure minimal delay in the issuing of arrest warrants under this section.” 

 was defeated by 297 votes to 179. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110330/debtext/11033
0-0004.htm  
 
Although the comment is not recorded in Hansard, the BBC reports: 
Sir Gerald Kaufman apologises for 'Jews' remark 
� Labour MP Sir Gerald Kaufman has apologised for saying "Here we are, the Jews 
again"  when a fellow Labour MP stood up in the Commons.  He made  the remark  when  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110330/debtext/110330-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110330/debtext/110330-0004.htm
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Louise Ellman rose to make an intervention during the report stage of the Police Reform 
and Social Responsibility Bill. � Liverpool Riverside MP Mrs Ellman has not publicly 
commented on the remark, but Conservative MP for Hendon, Matthew Offord, said he 
intended to make a complaint about the use of "unparliamentary language". � 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12916129  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Human Rights and Democracy: The 2010 Foreign & Commonwealth Office Report 
http://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/htcdn/Human-Rights-and-Democracy-The-2010-
Foreign-Commonwealth-Report.pdf  
 
 

Ministry of Justice 

Family Justice Review Interim Report (Consultation open until 23 June 2011) 
includes: 
5.176 The panel proposes removing the current two-stage process of decree nisi/decree 
absolute, replacing this with a single notice of divorce. � The notice of divorce will inform 
parties that they will automatically be divorced six weeks following the date of the notice 
of divorce, unless they appeal against the determination. Following this time period, a 
final statement of divorce will be issued. It should also be possible to place restrictions on 
the notice of divorce so that it does not automatically become final, ensuring time for 
religious procedures to be completed, where this is necessary.  
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 

 
Government Equalities Office 

Civil partnerships on religious premises (consultation open until 23 June 2011) 
�The proposals are designed to enable faith groups to opt in, respect the different 
decision-making structures of different faith groups, minimise the risk of successful legal 
challenges and be straightforward for local authorities to operate.  The law will make 
clear that faith groups are not obliged to host civil partnerships.  It would also be unlawful 
for a civil partnership to be registered on a religious premises that had not been approved 
for the purpose by the local authority.  That approval will be given only with the approval 
of the faith group concerned.  
We propose a two stage process for enabling civil partnerships to be registered on 
particular religious premises.  First the faith group concerned will have to consent to this 
and the consultation document sets out how this could happen.  Then the local authority 
in whose area the premises is located will have to approve the premises and the 
consultation document sets out what conditions should apply to the approval.  The 
registration of civil partnerships would remain secular, despite taking place on religious 
premises, but a religious service could be held to mark the registration. � 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
 

STV 

St Andrews University students accused of racially offending Jewish student   
Two students at St Andrews University are to stand trial accused of racially offending a 
Jewish  student by putting their  hands  down  their trousers,  touching their  genitals  then  
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12916129
http://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/htcdn/Human-Rights-and-Democracy-The-2010-Foreign-Commonwealth-Report.pdf
http://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/htcdn/Human-Rights-and-Democracy-The-2010-Foreign-Commonwealth-Report.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx
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rubbing their hands on an Israeli flag. � It is claimed they carried out the offensive act 
then made comments "of an offensive nature" � The pair will stand trial in May � 
To read the full report see 
http://news.stv.tv/scotland/tayside/240304-st-andrews-university-students-accused-of-
racially-offending-jewish-student/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Israel about the number of children from the occupied West Bank who 
are in Israeli prisons and the implications of this in terms of proportionate punishment 
and its potential political implications. [HL7792] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We regularly raise our concerns with the Israeli Government about 
the application of due process and the treatment of Palestinian detainees, 
including where children are involved. Our ambassador in Tel Aviv recently raised 
the issue of Israel's treatment of Palestinian children with Education Minister Saar 
and the Ministry for Foreign Affair's Principal Deputy Legal Adviser Daniel Taub. 
We are also supporting work by the Defence for Children International, to monitor, 
defend and promote the rights of Palestinian children, as protected under the 
convention on the rights of the child. 
We also fund No Legal Frontiers, which aims to ensure greater access to justice, 
through the publication of Israeli laws and military orders in Hebrew, Arabic and 
English and to carry out advocacy work. No Legal Frontiers also reports on the 
functioning of the juvenile military courts and provides legal defence for juvenile 
defendants. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110330w0001.htm#110
33077000835  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will ask the Ambassador of 
Israel to explain the circumstances surrounding the latest Israeli military attack in 
Gaza.[HL7818] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary underlined concerns 
at escalating violence in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in his 
public statement on 25 March. He noted that we have seen a surge in rockets and 
mortars launched at Israeli citizens from the Gaza Strip. This is abhorrent. Three 
people have been injured and many more are living in fear. 
He also noted that six Palestinian civilians, including four children, have been 
killed as a result of Israeli actions in the Gaza Strip. We continue to call for a 
complete end to attacks on Israel. We have also urged the Israeli Government to 
ensure that everything is done to avoid further civilian casualties. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110330w0001.htm#110
33077000827  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the Palestinian Authority's adherence to its road 
map commitment to end incitement against Israel. [49169] 

 

http://news.stv.tv/scotland/tayside/240304-st-andrews-university-students-accused-of-racially-offending-jewish-student/
http://news.stv.tv/scotland/tayside/240304-st-andrews-university-students-accused-of-racially-offending-jewish-student/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110330w0001.htm#11033077000835
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110330w0001.htm#11033077000835
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110330w0001.htm#11033077000827
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110330w0001.htm#11033077000827
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Alistair Burt [holding answer 28 March 2011]: The Government deplores all 
incitement to violence. We have strongly supported the Palestinian Authority's 
(PA) programme of reform of its institutions of state, including the security sector. 
The PA has made considerable progress in this regard, meaning a more effective 
government, an improved security situation, and the PA meeting its core 
commitments under the Quartet Roadmap. For this progress to be sustainable 
progress is needed towards a two-state solution; it is vital that obstacles to 
resuming negotiations are removed, including Israel's decision to continue 
building settlements, in direct contravention of its Roadmap commitments. 

Mr Gregory Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs if he will make representations to the Palestinian authorities on the need to reduce 
tensions between Israel and the Gaza Strip. [49385] 

Alistair Burt [holding answer 28 March 2011]: My right hon. Friend the Foreign 
Secretary expressed his concern at the escalating violence in Israel and the Gaza 
Strip in a statement on 25 March 2011, noting a surge in rockets and mortars 
launched at Israeli civilians and the death of six Palestinian civilians as a result of 
Israeli actions in the Gaza Strip. 
We have underlined in public and in private, with both Israeli and Palestinian 
interlocutors, the need to prevent further loss of innocent life, to bring the 
perpetrators to justice and to work to reduce these tensions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110330/text/110330w0
002.htm#11033085000114  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn (1677) Jewish National Fund - That this House welcomes the Stop the 
Jewish National Fund (JNF) Campaign launched on 30 March 2011 by the Palestinian 
Boycott National Committee, the International Jewish Anti-Zionist Network, Scottish 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign and others to inform the public about the JNF - Karen 
Kayemet L'Yisrael, its ongoing illegal expropriation of Palestinian land, concealing of 
destroyed Palestinian villages beneath parks and forests, and prevention of refugees 
from returning to their homes; notes that the JNF's constitution is explicitly discriminatory 
by stating that land and property will never be rented, leased or sold to non-Jews; further 
notes that the UN rejected the JNF USA's application for consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council on the ground that it violates the principles of the UN 
Charter on Human Rights; regrets that the Prime Minister is a JNF honorary patron; and 
believes that there is just cause to consider revocation of the JNF's charitable status in 
the UK. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1677  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

'Sixty years of British-Israeli diplomatic relations'  
Foreign Secretary William Hague said Israel is a "friend and a strategic partner" of the UK 
in a speech to Chatham House today. It is a pleasure to join you to mark sixty years of 
diplomatic relations between Britain and Israel. This is a milestone in our shared history, 
coming at a time of great change and optimism across the Middle East, as well danger in 
certain respects, as people aspire to greater political and economic freedom and their full 
human rights.  � 
Our relationship with Israel goes far beyond the realm of diplomatic relations, as 
important as those are. It is based on bonds between families and communities as well 
as shared values and common interests. Israel is a friend and a strategic partner of this 
country in the Middle East � 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110330/text/110330w0002.htm#11033085000114
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110330/text/110330w0002.htm#11033085000114
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1677
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The Prime Minister gave a speech earlier this month about our government’s absolute 
commitment to security for the Jewish community in Britain. He said that our Government 
will never rest while the Jewish community, which makes such a contribution to our 
national life, feels under threat from anti-Semitism or extremism. � 
First, Britain, this British Government and this Foreign Secretary will stand for a secure 
future for Israel as a homeland for the Jewish people, alongside of course a viable and 
sovereign Palestinian state. � 
Second, we oppose efforts to undermine Israel’s legitimacy. � 
Security is also at the very heart of the search for peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians, and Israel and the wider region. I am always struck by the fact that there 
are still 57 countries in the Muslim and Arab world that do not yet recognise Israel � I 
know that the threats for Israel are not just historical, they are real, clear and present � 
the Peace Process must not become a casualty of uncertainty in the region. � 
Britain will be a friend of both Israelis and Palestinians as they strive towards this historic 
prize. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=576275682  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110330/debtext/11033
0-0002.htm#11033062000002  
includes consideration of the clause relating to universal jurisdiction, beginning at col 453 
 

Report Stage Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/pro1513003p.445-
451.html  
 

Consideration of Bill as amended at Report Stage 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1513103m.1
817-1823.html  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html   

TOP 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=576275682
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110330/debtext/110330-0002.htm#11033062000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110330/debtext/110330-0002.htm#11033062000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/pro1513003p.445-451.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/pro1513003p.445-451.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1513103m.1817-1823.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1513103m.1817-1823.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
** Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
** Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
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