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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Universal Jurisdiction 
3. Yasmin Qureshi (Bolton South East) (Lab): What the evidential basis is for his 
proposals on the future of universal jurisdiction. [49323] 

The Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice (Mr Kenneth Clarke): 
Requiring the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions before an arrest 
warrant can be issued does not affect in any way the principle of universal 
jurisdiction or the Government's commitment to that principle in the future. The 
reason for making this change is that at present a warrant can be issued where 
there is no realistic prospect of a viable prosecution. 

Yasmin Qureshi: As the Lord Chancellor will know, universal jurisdiction is an ancient 
civil right: it is the right of an individual citizen to take court action against somebody 
suspected of committing a war crime. In the last 10 years, only 10 such applications for 
arrest warrants have been made, and only two of them were successful. As the Lord 
Chancellor will be aware, these arrest warrants are issued by the chief district judge for 
the London petty sessional area. In light of the fact that only two of these applications 
have been successful, why are the Government considering abolishing this ancient 
principle? 

Mr Clarke: It is not being abolished. First, universal jurisdiction is not as old as 
suggested, but we welcome the application for, and enforcement of, universal 
jurisdiction here just as much as the previous Government did. The trouble at 
present is that the test for issuing an arrest warrant is so low that it is possible for 
a warrant to be issued when there is not the faintest chance of any serious 
prosecution going ahead. While I understand the feelings behind some of the 
applications, there is no doubt that publicity is being sought rather more than a 
prosecution, and the likely targets are people such as Israeli or Sri Lankan 
politicians coming here whom dissident groups want to be arrested. The DPP can 
act promptly, and we will enforce the law when there is a genuine case for a 
prosecution. Indeed, one Afghan warlord has been successfully prosecuted in this 
country and is currently in prison. 

Duncan Hames (Chippenham) (LD): In the DPP's evidence to the Police Reform and 
Social Responsibility Public Bill Committee, he said about assessing such applications: 
"We have people who can work around the clock and we have enough trained people so 
that someone is always available." --[ Official Report, Police Reform and Social 
Responsibility Public Bill Committee, 20 January 2011; c. 126, Q241.] 
Can the Lord Chancellor confirm that it will be possible for cases to be submitted in 
advance of a suspect travelling to the UK so that decisions can be made in time to act? 
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Mr Clarke: I will check with the DPP, but I am almost certain he will confirm that 
that is the case, because I have had assurances from his officials that they are 
ready to act very quickly. In a proper case, they should act quickly and a warrant 
should be issued, but at present the fact that warrants can be comparatively easily 
sought and occasionally obtained is deterring people from coming to this country 
who are politically controversial but probably not guilty of any war crime or crime 
against humanity. Indeed, over the years attempts have been made to arrest 
people such as Henry Kissinger. 

Ann Clwyd (Cynon Valley) (Lab): The Foreign Secretary gave a very direct answer to 
my question last week on the same subject. He explained that the Government are 
changing the law in order to be able to talk to the Israeli politician Tzipi Livni. Does the 
Justice Secretary really think the request of one foreign Government is a good enough 
reason for changing the entire law in the UK? 

Mr Clarke: The case of Tzipi Livni is a very good example of why the law needed 
to be changed. She was the leader of the opposition when an attempt was made 
to get an arrest warrant. It was believed she was in this country, but in fact she 
was not. However, she was a leading Israeli politician coming here for political 
purposes, and it is in the interests of our country that we have negotiations and 
discussions with a wide range of political representatives from many countries. If 
guilty of war crimes, they will be prosecuted, but we put people off coming here if 
they are liable to have publicity-conscious arrest warrants served on them. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110329/debtext/11032
9-0001.htm#11032948000017  

 
Extremism 

Lord Lester of Herne Hill: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will provide 
funding to enable Quilliam to continue its work in countering extremism.[HL7832] 

The Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Neville-Jones): In addition to 
the £145,400 already agreed for 2010-11 the Home Office has agreed to provide 
Quilliam transitional funding of £40,490 over three months (March-May 2011). 
Quilliam is welcome to bid for project funding in the future. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329w0001.htm#110
32950000442  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Ban canvasses Latin American support for solution to Middle East conflict 
A United Nations regional meeting to support Israeli-Palestinian peace opened in 
Uruguay today, with Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon calling for a halt to Israel’s 
settlement building in occupied territory, an end to all expressions of violence and the 
punishment of those perpetrating it.  
“You gather at a crucial time,” he told the UN Latin American and Caribbean Meeting in 
Support of Israeli-Palestinian Peace, convened by the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, in a message delivered by Assistant 
Secretary-General for Political Affairs Oscar Fernandez-Taranco in Montevideo, the 
capital. O 
“Actions that prejudge the outcome of the process must stop,” Mr. Ban said, citing Israel’s 
continued settlement construction in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, demolition of 
Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem and the forced transfer of its Palestinian residents, 
all  expressions of  violence and the  incitement or  glorification of violent acts. O He also  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110329/debtext/110329-0001.htm#11032948000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110329/debtext/110329-0001.htm#11032948000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329w0001.htm#11032950000442
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329w0001.htm#11032950000442
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=5173
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329-0001.htm#11032949000466
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329-0001.htm#11032949000466
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329-0001.htm#11032949000468
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329-0001.htm#11032949000468
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329-0003.htm#11032996000105
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329-0003.htm#11032996000105
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2011/0060/2011060.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1513003m.1763-1769.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1513003m.1763-1769.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/pro1462903p.7-11.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/pro1462903p.7-11.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/amend/pbc1463003a.45-46.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/amend/pbc1463003a.45-46.html
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condemned escalating rocket fire from Gaza towards Israel, noting that it indiscriminately 
targets civilians, as well as the killing and wounding of Gaza civilians – including children 
– by Israeli fire. He reiterated his “strong condemnation” of the recent deadly bomb attack 
in West Jerusalem. O 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37924&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329-
0001.htm#11032949000466 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329-
0001.htm#11032949000468 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110329-
0003.htm#11032996000105  
 

Bill as amended in Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2011/0060/2011060.pdf  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
  

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1513003m.1
763-1769.html  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html   
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/pro1462903p.7-
11.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2011/0146/amend/pbc1463003a.45-46.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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