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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Civil Partnerships 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Minister for Women and Equalities whether the Government's 
legislative proposals for the registration of civil partnerships in religious settings will 
include protection in law against suits brought against a minister of religion under human 
rights legislation for refusing to conduct a civil partnership ceremony in a place of 
worship. [45667] 

Lynne Featherstone [holding answer 10 March 2011]: Civil partnerships are 
conducted by civil registrars designated by local authorities. 
When commenced, section 202 of the Equality Act 2010 would insert a sub-
section in the Civil Partnership Act 2004 which states: 
"For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in this Act places an obligation on religious 
organisations to host civil partnership registrations if they do not wish to do so." 
We have been very clear that we will not force religious organisations to host 
registrations on their premises and that ministers of religion could lawfully refuse 
to if they do not wish to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0
001.htm#11032112000005  

 
Topical Questions: Education 

T3. [47484] David Wright (Telford) (Lab): There are many Members in the House, 
including me, who believe that religious education provides an important moral platform 
for life. There is a feeling, however, that the Secretary of State has downgraded religious 
education in our schools. Will he get up and confirm that he has not done so? 

Michael Gove: I do not know where that feeling comes from. Speaking as 
someone who is happy to be a regular attender at Church of England services, 
and whose own children attend a Church of England school, I recommend that the 
hon. Gentleman read the recent article that I penned for The Catholic Herald, a 
newspaper that is now required reading in the Department for Education. The 
article makes clear my commitment to faith schools of every stripe. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/debtext/11032
1-0001.htm#1103219000027  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0001.htm#11032112000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0001.htm#11032112000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/debtext/110321-0001.htm#1103219000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/debtext/110321-0001.htm#1103219000027
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UK Parliament Library 

Prime Minister’s Speech to Community Security Trust Annual Dinner  
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-0438.doc  
 
Equality Act 2010: The public sector Equality Duty: reducing bureaucracy: Policy 
review paper 
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-0471.pdf  

 
 
Home Office 

Major reforms to Equality and Human Rights Commission 
Major changes to the way the Equality and Human Rights Commission operates have 
been proposed in a consultation today. ?  
Core functions will be clarified ? At present, its functions, as defined in the Equality Act, 
are vague. For example, a duty to 'promote understanding of the importance of equality 
and diversity'  has led to the organisation doing a wide range of activities that are not 
regulatory in nature. ? Another cause of the difficulties has also been identified as the 
breadth of the organisation's remit. This has included the organisation providing functions 
that extended beyond its core role such as operating a helpline and grants programme. 
Evidence suggests that this work could be done better or more cost-effectively by others, 
so the EHRC will not be funded for these activities in future. ? 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/ehrc-reform  

 
 
Scottish Government 

Belief in Dialogue: Religion and Belief Relations in Scotland: Good Practice Guide   
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/347464/0115683.pdf   

 
 
Northern Ireland Executive 

Perceptions of Crime: Findings from the 2009/10 Northern Ireland Crime Survey 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/statistics-research/stats-research-
publications/perceptions_of_crime_-_findings_from_the_2009-
10_northern_ireland_crime_survey.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Foreign Relations 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he has taken to strengthen links with Israel; what steps he plans to take on this 
matter in the next six months; and if he will make a statement. [R] [47686] 

Alistair Burt: Israel is an important strategic partner for the UK. We have regular 
dialogue at both ministerial and official level on a wide range of issues, including 
the situation in the region, the middle east peace process and our ongoing 
cooperation on Iran. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-0438.doc
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-0471.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/ehrc-reform
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/347464/0115683.pdf
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/statistics-research/stats-research-publications/perceptions_of_crime_-_findings_from_the_2009-10_northern_ireland_crime_survey.pdf
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/statistics-research/stats-research-publications/perceptions_of_crime_-_findings_from_the_2009-10_northern_ireland_crime_survey.pdf
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/statistics-research/stats-research-publications/perceptions_of_crime_-_findings_from_the_2009-10_northern_ireland_crime_survey.pdf
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I visited Israel and the Occupied Territories in January 2011 and met Foreign 
Minister Lieberman. The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs also visited in November 2011. Defence Secretary Barak met with the 
Secretary of State and the Secretary of State for Defence, when he visited 
London on 17 March 2011. 
We are confirming dates for the forthcoming UK-Israel Strategic dialogue which is 
an opportunity for high level discussions on a wide range of foreign policy issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0
003.htm#11032133000047  

 
Middle East: Peace Negotiations 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
his most recent assessment is of the state of the Middle East peace process; what recent 
discussions he has had with (a) the Government of Israel, (b) the Government of Egypt, 
(c) the Government of Jordan, (d) his EU counterparts and (e) the United Nations 
Secretary General on this issue; and if he will make a statement. [R] [47684] 

Alistair Burt: I refer my hon. Friend to the answer the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), gave to the hon. Member for Leeds West (Rachel 
Reeves) on 15 Mar 2011, Official Report, column 148. 
UK Ministers and officials regularly discuss the middle east peace process with 
counterparts in Israel, Egypt, Jordan and the UN. We are in regular contact with 
our colleagues in the EU. There was EU unity in the UK, France, Germany, and 
Portugal's, vote in favour of the UN Security Council Resolution on settlements on 
18 February 2011. The E3 has called for an urgent return to negotiations, to 
resolve all final status issues, based on clear parameters. 
The Secretary of State and the Secretary of State for Defence met with Defence 
Minister Barak when he visited London on 17 March 2011 and discussed the 
peace process and developments across the middle east.  The Prime Minister last 
spoke to King Abdullah of Jordan on 17 March 2011. They discussed a number of 
regional issues. I visited Egypt between 9-11 March 2011 and discussed the 
middle east peace process with Foreign Minister Nabil al-Arabi. Mr al-Arabi 
reiterated that Egypt would stand by its international commitments and we believe 
that this is a positive sign of Egypt's continued commitment to peace with Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0
003.htm#11032133000056  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/11031
5-0001.htm#11031569000024  

 
Palestinians: Economic Situation 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the economic situation in the Palestinian Territories; 
what recent discussions he has had with (a) the government of Israel, (b) the Palestinian 
Authority, (c) the government of Egypt, (d) the government of Jordan, (e) his EU 
counterparts and (f) the United Nations Secretary General on this issue; and if he will 
make a statement. [47688] 

Alistair Burt: According to International Monetary Fund figures, economic growth 
across the Palestinian Territories was 6.8% in 2009. The west bank's economy 
grew at 7.2% in 2009; however, much of this growth was derived from higher 
Government spending and international aid rather than from exports, which fell in 
that period. The west bank's economy continues to be constrained by a number of 
factors, including movement and access constraints on goods and people, and 
poor investment confidence. 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0003.htm#11032133000047
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0003.htm#11032133000047
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0003.htm#11032133000056
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0003.htm#11032133000056
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000024
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Gaza's economy grew at 5.4% in 2009 from a very low base after the damage 
incurred in Operation Cast Lead. We are concerned that Israeli access restrictions 
continue to stifle sustainable economic recovery in Gaza, and we look forward to 
the full implementation of Israel's commitments to allow Gazan exports to 
international markets, and to increase the flows of goods into the territory. 
UK Ministers and officials regularly discuss the economic situation in the 
Palestinian Territories with the Palestinian Authority, Israel, regional countries, UN 
agencies, other donor countries and organisations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0
003.htm#11032133000061  

 
 

United Nations 

Impasse in Israeli-Palestinian talks must be overcome, UN official stresses 
? “We urge the parties to demonstrate leadership and rise to the challenge of making a 
historic peace,” Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Oscar Fernandez-
Taranco told a meeting of the Security Council. 
The past month has been marked by an increase in violence and tensions on the ground, 
while efforts to restart the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations “have not produced visible 
results,” he said. ? 
Mr. Fernandez-Taranco said that the recent surge in violence, including the 11 March 
murder of five members of an Israeli family living in a West Bank settlement as well as 
the increased violence and tensions in and around Gaza, must not be allowed to further 
undermine the possibility of finding a way towards an agreement on final status issues, or 
undermine the state-building achievements thus far. ? 
Turning to the situation in Gaza, Mr. Fernandez-Taranco said all parties must exercise 
restraint, as he condemned last weekend’s firing of missiles and mortars towards Israeli 
civilian areas, and noted the air strikes and incursions carried out by Israel that killed 
three Palestinian civilians and two militants. ? 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37852&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

ForeignAffairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Lebanon: Capital Punishment 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 8 March 2011, Official Report, column 1041W on Lebanon: 
capital punishment, what information he has received on the fate of each individual 
sentenced to death for Israeli related spying activities; if he will make representations to 
the Government of Lebanon on each individual; and if he will make a statement. [47604] 

Alistair Burt: I understand that the seven Lebanese citizens sentenced to death 
on charges of spying for the Government of Israel are likely to have been held by 
the Ministry of Defence prior to appearing before a military court. Following 
sentencing, prisoners are usually transferred to the civilian Roumieh prison. The 
Lebanese have not carried out a death sentence since 2004. 
Our ambassador in Beirut has raised the issue of Lebanon's continued use of the 
death penalty on a number of occasions, including with the Minister of Justice, 
Chief of Justice and Head of the Lebanese Bar Association. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0
003.htm#11032133000050  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0003.htm#11032133000061
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0003.htm#11032133000061
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37852&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0003.htm#11032133000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0003.htm#11032133000050
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Iran: Terrorism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on Iranian involvement with Islamist militants; what recent 
discussions he has had with (a) the government of Israel, (b) the Palestinian Authority, 
(c) the government of Egypt, (d) the government of Jordan, (e) his EU counterparts, (f) 
the Arab League and (g) the United Nations Secretary General on this issue; and if he 
will make a statement. [47697] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to monitor closely Iranian support to Hezbollah, 
Hamas, Palestinian rejectionist groups and Iraqi militia groups. We are gravely 
concerned by the latest evidence that Iran continues to supply the Taliban with 
weaponry. 
We have consistently stressed the negative impact this behaviour has on stability 
in the region. We regularly discuss this issue with a range of international 
partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0
003.htm#11032133000045  
 

Egypt: Politics and Government 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of political movements in Egypt; what recent 
discussions he has had with the Government of (a) Israel, (b) Jordan and (c) Egypt on 
this issue; and if he will make a statement. [R] [47682] 

Alistair Burt: In the past there has not been the political space in Egypt for a 
strong democratic opposition to be able to develop. We believe that it is important 
that the political reform process in Egypt includes representatives from every part 
of society. Before parliamentary elections are held in Egypt, opposition groups will 
need time to coalesce and form their respective platforms. 
During my visit to Egypt from 9 to 11 March, I met the Prime Minister and other 
members of the Government, and encouraged them to work out a public timetable 
for elections to allow for the development of effective political parties. A key first 
step to this action will be a new law on political parties. We understand that the 
Supreme Council of the Armed Forces will issue such a law shortly after the 
referendum on constitutional reforms. We will continue to urge the Egyptian 
Government to engage in meaningful dialogue with opposition and activist groups 
to build trust with them so as to enable the aspirations of the people to be 
realised. 
The Prime Minister last spoke to King Abdullah of Jordan on 17 March, when they 
discussed various regional events. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs and the Secretary of State for Defence met with Defence 
Minister Barak when he visited London on 17 March 2011 and discussed a 
number of regional issues, including Egypt. Egypt has played an important role in 
the middle east peace process and its peace agreement with Israel is vital to 
regional stability. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0
002.htm#11032133000042  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0003.htm#11032133000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0003.htm#11032133000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0002.htm#11032133000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110321/text/110321w0002.htm#11032133000042
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
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Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110321-
0001.htm#1103217000475  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110321-
0003.htm#11032139000145  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
 
 

Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/amend/pbc1462203m.11-
14.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110321-0001.htm#1103217000475
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110321-0001.htm#1103217000475
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110321-0003.htm#11032139000145
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110321-0003.htm#11032139000145
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/amend/pbc1462203m.11-14.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/amend/pbc1462203m.11-14.html
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
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Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
** Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission  
(closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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