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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Faith Schools 
Keith Vaz: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what the (a) faith and (b) year of 
foundation is of each faith school in England. [42174] 

Mr Gibb: Faith schools make up around 34% of all maintained mainstream 
schools in England (37% primary, 19% secondary)-almost 7,000 faith schools 
from a total of just over 20,000 maintained mainstream schools. The majority 
represent the major Christian faiths. 
The information requested has been placed in the House Libraries. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0
002.htm#11031851000123  
 

Library information not yet available online 
 
 
Scottish Government 

Secure and Resilient A Strategic Framework for Critical National Infrastructure In 
Scotland    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/346469/0115308.pdf   

 
 
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights and 

European Court of Human Rights 

First Comprehensive Guide to European Non-discrimination Law Launched 
<  The Handbook on European Non-Discrimination Law, published jointly by the 
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) and the European Court of 
Human Rights, is the first comprehensive guide to European non-discrimination law. It is 
based on the case law of the European Court of Human Rights and the European Court 
of Justice. It covers: the context and background to European non-discrimination law 
(including the UN human rights treaties), discrimination categories and defences, the 
scope of the law (including who is protected) and the grounds protected, such as sex, 
disability, age, race and nationality.  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0002.htm#11031851000123
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0002.htm#11031851000123
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/346469/0115308.pdf
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The handbook is aimed at legal practitioners at national and European level, including 
judges, prosecutors, lawyers, law-enforcement officials, and others involved in giving 
legal advice, such as national human rights institutions, equality bodies and legal advice 
centres, to whom it will be distributed. < 
To read the full press release see 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=open&documentId=883205&portal=hb
km&source=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649  

 
Handbook on European non-discrimination law 
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/182601_FRA_CASE_LAW_HANDBOOK_EN.pdf  
 
 

Council of Europe 

2011 International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination  
Statement by Ahmet Davutoğlu, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Turkey, Chairman of the 
Committee of Ministers:  “In today’s increasingly diverse Europe, we must never forget 
the fundamental principle that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and 
rights,” declared Ahmet Davutoğlu, Chairman of the Committee of Ministers of the 
Council of Europe, “Now more than ever, as we respond to the challenges of our 
changing societies, there is a need to fight all forms of racism and xenophobia. 
“The Council of Europe is determined to pursue its work, through all the means at its 
disposal, notably the European Court of Human Rights, the European Commission 
against Racism and Intolerance, the Commissioner for Human Rights, to ensure that no 
one is subjected to discrimination or exposed to hatred because of their race, colour, sex, 
language, religion, origin or other motives.“ 
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=PR227%282011%29&Language=lanEnglish&V
er=original&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackC
olorLogged=A9BACE 
 
Opinion of the Commissioner for Human Rights on national structures for 
promoting equality 
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1761031  
 
 

European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI)  
and 
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Joint statement on International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination  
< On this day we renew our call to be vigilant in the face of acts motivated by racism and 
xenophobia. On a positive note, we acknowledge with great appreciation that in some 
European States, surveys show that tolerance and the rejection of discrimination are on 
the increase. These positive developments need to be strengthened and stimulated, 
since discrimination and victimisation still remain far too widespread. At the same time, 
levels of reporting by victims of racist assaults, threats or serious harassment and 
awareness of how to access redress mechanisms remain low.”  
“We are convinced that persistent racist and xenophobic speech from public figures and 
in the media can fuel prejudice and hatred against ethnic minorities and migrants, leading 
to discrimination in many areas of social and economic life, particularly in access to 
employment, health care, education, and housing. This creates a situation of social 
exclusion and, in some cases, leads to open hostility and violence.” <  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/80-21_03_2011_en.asp  

 

http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=open&documentId=883205&portal=hbkm&source=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=open&documentId=883205&portal=hbkm&source=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/182601_FRA_CASE_LAW_HANDBOOK_EN.pdf
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=PR227%282011%29&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=PR227%282011%29&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=PR227%282011%29&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1761031
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/80-21_03_2011_en.asp
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Joseph Rowntree Foundation 

Cohesion, counter-terrorism and community in West Yorkshire 
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/cohesion-community-West-Yorkshire-summary.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the killing on 11 March of the Fogel family in Itamar; and if he 
will make a statement. [47701] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of widespread press reports on this issue. We 
understand investigations are ongoing. As the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs said in his statement of 12 March 2011: "This was an act 
of incomprehensible cruelty and brutality which I utterly condemn. We hope the 
perpetrator is swiftly brought to justice." 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0
001.htm#11031851000099  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UK condemns Hamas mortar attacks and assaults on peaceful protestors  
Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt has spoken following the recent actions by 
Hamas. “I condemn the barrage of mortars on southern Israel from Gaza in recent days. 
The indiscriminate targeting of Israeli citizens, as they celebrated the Jewish festival of 
Purim, is unacceptable. < Hamas must halt these strikes immediately, and rein in other 
militant factions in Gaza. 
These attacks come against the backdrop of last week’s footage of Hamas security 
forces assaulting students and other peaceful demonstrators in Gaza. < The people of 
Gaza, like the people across the region, have an absolute right to freedom of expression 
and peaceful assembly. Hamas should not think that while the attention of the world is 
elsewhere we will turn a blind eye to their actions.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=569822982  

 
 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

UN rights expert raises alarm on growing deterioration of human rights in 
occupied East Jerusalem United Nation Special Rapporteur on the occupied 
Palestinian territories, Richard Falk, urged today the UN Human Rights Council to focus 
their attention on “the intensifying deterioration of human rights in occupied East 
Jerusalem.” 
“The continued pattern of settlement expansion in East Jerusalem combined with forcible 
eviction of long residing Palestinians are creating an intolerable situation that can only be 
described, in its cumulative impact, as a form of ethnic cleansing,” warned Mr. Falk 
during the presentation of his latest report on the human rights situation in the occupied 
Palestinian territories. 
“Israel has taken over the years measures to alter the demographic composition of the  
 

http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/cohesion-community-West-Yorkshire-summary.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0001.htm#11031851000099
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0001.htm#11031851000099
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=569822982
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/16session/A-HRC-16-72.pdf
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occupied part of Jerusalem in as irreversible manner as possible,” < 
The Special Rapporteur warned that the Government’s support for settlers’ actions 
“further illustrates the institutional and systematic discrimination against the Palestinian 
residents of Jerusalem by Israel<  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=10874&LangID=E  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Iran: Terrorism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of Iranian involvement with terrorist proxies; what recent 
discussions he has had with (a) the government of Israel, (b) the Palestinian Authority, 
(c) the Government of Egypt, (d) the Arab League, (e) the Government of Jordan, (f) his 
EU counterparts and (g) the United Nations Secretary General on this issue; and if he will 
make a statement. [R] [47691] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to monitor closely Iranian support to Hezbollah, 
Hamas, Palestinian rejectionist groups and Iraqi militia groups. We are gravely 
concerned by the latest evidence that Iran continues to supply the Taleban with 
weaponry. 
We have consistently stressed the negative impact this behaviour has on stability 
in the region. We regularly discuss this issue with a range of international 
partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0
001.htm#11031851000098  
 

Iran: Nuclear Power 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the Iranian nuclear programme; what recent 
discussions he has had with (a) the government of Israel, (b) the Palestinian Authority, 
(c) the government of Egypt, (d) the Arab League, (e) the government of Jordan, (f) his 
EU counterparts and (g) the United Nations Secretary General on this issue; and if he will 
make a statement. [47696] 

Alistair Burt: We, and our E3+3 partners, are gravely concerned by the Iranian 
nuclear programme. The latest report from the International Atomic Energy 
Agency highlights the lack of Iranian transparency over a range of outstanding 
concerns, including possible military dimensions to their programme. It shows that 
Iran is enriching uranium in defiance of UN Security Council Resolutions, and has 
produced 3,606kg of 3.5% and 43.6kg of 20% low enriched uranium. 
We have regular discussions with Israel, all countries in the Arab League, as well 
as EU and UN counterparts on this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0
001.htm#11031851000095  
 

TOP 
 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=10874&LangID=E
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0001.htm#11031851000098
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0001.htm#11031851000098
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0001.htm#11031851000095
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/text/110318w0001.htm#11031851000095
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Other Relevant Information 

European Court of Human Rights 

Crucifixes in Italian State-school classrooms: the Court finds no violation 
< the European Court of Human Rights held, by a majority (15 votes to two), that there 
had been: No violation of Article 2 of Protocol No. 1 (right to education) to the European 
Convention on Human Rights. <   
The Italian Government submitted that the presence of crucifixes in State-school 
classrooms now corresponded to a tradition which they considered it important to 
perpetuate. They added that, beyond its religious meaning, the crucifix symbolised the 
principles and values which formed the foundation of democracy and western civilisation, 
and that its presence in classrooms was justifiable on that account. With regard to the 
first point, the Court took the view that, while the decision whether or not to perpetuate a 
tradition fell in principle within the margin of appreciation of the member States of the 
Council of Europe, the reference to a tradition could not relieve them of their obligation to 
respect the rights and freedoms enshrined in the Convention and its Protocols. 
Regarding the second point, noting that the Italian Consiglio di Stato and the Court of 
Cassation had diverging views on the meaning of the crucifix and that the Constitutional 
Court had not given a ruling, the Court considered that it was not for it to take a position 
regarding a domestic debate among domestic courts. < 
The Court also considered that the effects of the greater visibility which the presence of 
the crucifix gave to Christianity in schools needed to be further placed in perspective by 
consideration of the following points: the presence of crucifixes was not associated with 
compulsory teaching about Christianity; according to the Government, Italy opened up 
the school environment to other religions (pupils were authorised to wear symbols or 
apparel having a religious connotation; non-majority religious practices were taken into 
account; optional religious education could be organised in schools for all recognised 
religious creeds; the end of Ramadan was often celebrated in schools, and so on). There 
was nothing to suggest that the authorities were intolerant of pupils who believed in other 
religions, were non-believers or who held non-religious philosophical convictions. < 
To read the full press release see 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86
142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=89126&sessionId=68281712&skin=hudoc-pr-
en&attachment=true 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
 

http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=89126&sessionId=68281712&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=89126&sessionId=68281712&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=89126&sessionId=68281712&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
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Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/amend/pbc1461803a.7-
10.html  
 

Programme of oral evidence 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/march/protection-of-freedoms-bill-
committee-/  

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
** NI Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 2011-2015 
(closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
** Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/amend/pbc1461803a.7-10.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/amend/pbc1461803a.7-10.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/march/protection-of-freedoms-bill-committee-/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/march/protection-of-freedoms-bill-committee-/
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/
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