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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government if he 
will place in the Library a copy of the agenda for the next meeting of the cross-
Government group working to tackle anti-Semitism; on what date he expects the meeting 
to take place; and if he will make a statement. [41803] 

Andrew Stunell: The next cross-Government working group meeting to tackle 
anti-Semitism will take place in June, date to be set and the agenda for that 
meeting is yet to be finalised. However, the last group met on the 22 February 
2011 and today I have placed copy of that agenda in the Library of the House. 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
representations he has received from (a) hon. Members, (b) Members of the House of 
Lords, (c) the Board of Deputies of British Jews and (d) members of the public on the 
incidence of anti-Semitism; what response each received; and if he will make a 
statement. [41804] 

Andrew Stunell: The Department of Communities and Local Government 
regularly receives representations from hon. Members of both Houses, 
representative organisations and members of the public of incidences of anti-
Semitism. The Department also receives regular updates from the Community 
Security Trust on incidents of anti-Semitism and through the cross-Government 
working group meets representatives of the Community Security Trust, the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews and the Jewish Leadership Council on a quarterly 
basis. The Government's latest response to tackling anti-Semitism can be found in 
the 'Three Years on Progress Report' which can be found at: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/antisemitismresponse 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
recent assessment he has made of the achievements of the cross-Government working 
group to tackle anti-Semitism; and if he will make a statement. [R] [41989] 

Andrew Stunell: The achievements of the cross-Government working group to 
tackle anti-Semitism can be found at the front of the Government's recently 
published "Three Years on Progress Report". A copy of the report is available at: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/antisemitismresponse 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110302/text/110302w0
002.htm#11030292000019  
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/antisemitismresponse
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/antisemitismresponse
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110302/text/110302w0002.htm#11030292000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110302/text/110302w0002.htm#11030292000019


 
2

 

Racial and Religious Hatred 
Chris Ruane: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
what arrangements his Department has put in place to measure levels of racial and 
religious hatred. [42114] 

Andrew Stunell: The Department for Communities and Local Government are not 
responsible for measuring levels of racial and religious hatred. However, the 
programme for Government document includes a commitment to improve the 
collection of hate crime data. The Home Office has implemented this commitment 
and the formal collection of hate crime data across the five monitored strands 
(disability, gender identity, race, religion or belief, sexual orientation) will begin in 
April of this year. This data is to be published in summer 2012. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110302/text/110302w0
002.htm#11030292000030  
 

 
BBC 

Nick Clegg sets out vision of multiculturalism 
Deputy PM Nick Clegg @ will back David Cameron over the need to end "segregation" of 
communities. But, in contrast to the prime minister, he will stress the importance of 
multiculturalism to "an open, confident, society". @ In a speech in Luton, Mr Clegg will 
say @ "Where multiculturalism is held to mean more segregation, other communities 
leading parallel lives, it is clearly wrong. For me, multiculturalism has to seen as a 
process by which people respect and communicate with each other, rather than build 
walls between each other.  "Welcoming diversity but resisting division: that's the kind of 
multiculturalism of an open, confident society." @ 
To read the full report see 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-12638017  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians: Embassies 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will upgrade the Palestinian General Delegation in London to a diplomatic mission. 
[42192] 
Alistair Burt: We are aware of the steps that some other EU states have taken to 
upgrade the status of the Palestinian Delegations in their capitals. The Palestinians have 
made the same request to the UK, which we are considering in accordance with our long 
standing support for Palestinian state building. 
The Diplomatic Privileges Act 1964 and the Diplomatic and Consular Premises Act 1987 
confer diplomatic privileges and immunities in the UK on accredited diplomats, their 
families etc. of other states. 
As the UK does not recognise Palestine as a state, the Palestinian Authority in the UK is 
not entitled to the privileges and immunities provided for in the United Kingdom 
Diplomatic Privileges Act 1964 and the Diplomatic and Consular Premises Act 1987. 
These Acts implement the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 1964 in UK law, a 
convention that regulates the diplomatic conduct between states. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110302/text/110302w0
001.htm#11030281000039  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110302/text/110302w0002.htm#11030292000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110302/text/110302w0002.htm#11030292000030
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-12638017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110302/text/110302w0001.htm#11030281000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110302/text/110302w0001.htm#11030281000039
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Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what his objectives are for his Department's participation in the Quartet in the Middle 
East peace process. [42194] 

Alistair Burt: The UK is represented on the Middle East Quartet by the EU. It is 
primarily through the EU, but also through our strong links with other Middle East 
Quartet members-the US, UN and Russia-that we focus our efforts in pushing for 
a more prescriptive approach to the Middle East peace process. 
Our goal, as stated clearly by the UK, France and Germany, following the 18 
February 2011 vote on the Palestinian UN resolution on settlements, is to return 
the parties to negotiations on the basis of clear parameters. As my right hon. 
Friend the Foreign Secretary made clear in the House on 14 February 2011, 
Official Report, column 716, the entire international community, including the US, 
should now support 1967 borders as the basis for resumed negotiations. The 
result should be two states, with Jerusalem as the future capital of both, and a fair 
settlement for refugees. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110302/text/110302w0
001.htm#11030281000037  
 

The statement referred to in the above reply can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/debtext/11021
4-0001.htm#11021413000661  
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Other Relevant Information 

BBC 

Pope Benedict: Jewish people not guilty for Jesus death    
Pope Benedict has rejected the idea of collective Jewish guilt for Jesus Christ's death, in 
a new book to be published next week. Tackling an issue that has led to centuries of 
persecution, the Pope argues there is no basis in scripture for the Jewish people to be 
blamed. 
The Catholic Church officially repudiated the idea in 1965.  But Jewish groups say the 
Pope's detailed analysis of the gospels is a major step forward. @ 
Excerpts of the book, Jesus of Nazareth-Part II, have been released in which the Pope 
considers the Gospels of John and Matthew and analyses the hours leading up to Jesus' 
death. "Now we must ask: Who exactly were Jesus' accusers?" he says, as he considers 
Jesus' condemnation to death by Roman governor Pontius Pilate. He also asks why St 
John said Jesus' accusers were "the Jews". 
"How could the whole people have been present at this moment to clamour for Jesus' 
death?"  Benedict explains how only a few Temple leaders and a small group of 
supporters were primarily responsible for the crucifixion. @  
The Catholic Church's most authoritative teaching until now came in the 1965 document 
"Nostra Aetate" which said Jesus' death could not be attributed to the Jewish people 
either at the time or now. @ 
To read the full report see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-12634176   
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/040/amend/am040-a.htm  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1260303m.245-
251.html  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm  
 

Bill as amended at Stage 2 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/b58as3-stage2.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 7 days 
Review of Crime Statistics (closing date 10 March 2011) 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-
guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-
statistics.html 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/040/amend/am040-a.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1260303m.245-251.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1260303m.245-251.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/b58as3-stage2.pdf
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
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More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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