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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what advice is given to universities 
about policy and practice to tackle anti-Semitism and hate speech on higher education 
campuses.[HL6700] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (Lord Henley): There is guidance to higher education 
institutions on Promoting Good Campus Relations, Fostering Shared Values and 
Preventing Violent Extremism in Universities and Higher Education Colleges, 
developed by the former Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills. This 
includes detailed guidance to help institutions address issues concerning violent 
extremism, applicable to whatever form this might take on campus. It also 
includes guidance on issues that might arise in terms of external speakers on 
campus. Institutions also take advice about external speakers from their local 
police forces when needed. The guidance is available online: 
www.dius.gov.u1c/publications/extremismhe.pdf. 
The department is active in the wider government review of the Prevent strategy 
and we expect outcomes from this will provide a steer to higher education 
institutions on further approaches to tackling extremism and supporting 
integration. 
The sector has also produced guidance which offers institutions practical 
strategies to deal with instances of hate crimes and intolerance on campus, 
including anti-Semitism (available at www.ecu.ac.uk/publications/promoting-good-
campus-relations-update). 
Later this year further guidance will also be developed from the Equality Challenge 
Unit's major religion and belief project, Universities UK's Academic Freedom 
Working Group and the National Union of Students (NUS) on freedom of speech 
in HE. The NUS guidance will be aimed particularly at supporting students' 
unions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110228w0001.htm#110
22822002579  
 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Mr Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs what 
recent assessment she has made of the proposals from the  European Parliament for meat  
 

http://www.dius.gov.u1c/publications/extremismhe.pdf
http://www.ecu.ac.uk/publications/promoting-good-campus-relations-update
http://www.ecu.ac.uk/publications/promoting-good-campus-relations-update
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110228w0001.htm#11022822002579
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110228w0001.htm#11022822002579
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from animals slaughtered without stunning to be labelled as such; and if she will make a 
statement. [41636] 

Mr Paice [holding answer 17 February 2011]: The European Parliament proposal 
that meat from animals slaughtered without stunning should be labelled was made 
during the Parliament's First Reading consideration of the Commission proposal 
for a Food Information Regulation. In December, the Employment, Social Policy, 
Health and Consumer Affairs Council met to reach a political agreement on the 
Food Information Regulations but member states did not discuss the European 
Parliament's proposed amendment on method of slaughter labelling. As a result 
this proposal is not included in the common position that will be submitted to the 
European Parliament shortly. 
The European Parliament will undertake its Second Reading on the Food 
Information Regulation in the coming months in its Environment Committee and 
then in Plenary. If the amendment on welfare labelling is retained by the European 
Parliament in its Second Reading, the proposal will then go to Council for 
consideration. 
We believe people should know what they are buying in shops or when they are 
eating out, and I have had discussions with the supermarkets, the food and 
catering industries about the role labelling and point of sale information can play in 
giving consumers a greater choice. All agree this is a difficult, complex and 
sensitive issue that cannot easily be resolved in view of the many competing 
interests involved. We will be looking at this further but, will need to consider the 
impact of existing EU meat labelling Regulations, before any final decisions are 
taken. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w00
02.htm#11022848000034  

 
 
Home Office 

Security Minister Sets Out Vision For Future of Counter-Terror Strategy 
The Government remains committed to protecting the public from the continuing terrorist 
threat while examining the key aspects of its counter-terrorist strategy (CONTEST), the 
Security Minister has said today. E The Minister made clear that the Government wants 
to balance vital measures to ensure safety and security with the need to guard civil 
liberties and restore public confidence in counter-terrorism powers. E The Minister also 
spoke about plans to revise the Prevent strand of CONTEST, aimed at preventing people 
becoming terrorists, and invited views from gathered partners and experts on how the 
overall strategy should operate. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/counter-terrorism-speech  
 

To read the transcript see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/speeches/counter-terrorism-speech  

 

TOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0002.htm#11022848000034
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0002.htm#11022848000034
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/counter-terrorism-speech
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/speeches/counter-terrorism-speech
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Israel 

House of Commons Statement and Debate 

Libya and the Middle East 
includes 
 

col 26  The Prime Minister (Mr David Cameron): E We should be clear too that now is 
not the time to park the middle east peace process-quite the opposite. E 

 

col 27  Edward Miliband (Doncaster North) (Lab): E May I also share the sentiment 
that he expressed that it will be a tragedy if, in this moment of change, the opportunity 
were not grasped to make progress on the Israel-Palestine issue? May I therefore 
support his calls for the rapid resumption of talks between Israel and the Palestinians and 
his decision to support the recent UN Security Council resolution on settlements? What 
steps will the UK take to get negotiations moving again? 

 

col 30  Mr James Arbuthnot (North East Hampshire) (Con): President Mahmoud 
Abbas has called for elections to the Palestinian Authority. Does my right hon. Friend 
share my concern that Hamas, whose electoral mandate has expired, is refusing to allow 
such elections to take place in Gaza? 

 

The Prime Minister: My right hon. Friend makes a good point. The key thing in our 
engagement should be to ask those on the Palestinian side to accept the key principles 
of recognising the state of Israel and former agreements. Then it will be possible to go 
forward and hold proper negotiations. However, we need that to happen in order to get 
both parties around the table properly and to hammer out the solution that I think 
everybody knows is there. 

 

Mr Ben Bradshaw (Exeter) (Lab): In his conversations with President Obama, has the 
Prime Minister emphasised the urgency of the situation and the opportunity that events in 
the middle east provide to make progress on Israel-Palestine, and has he also expressed 
disappointment at the American veto of the resolution? 

 

The Prime Minister: I have had very frank conversations with President Obama about 
this. I believe in the special relationship-it is an incredibly close and important 
relationship-but I also believe that when we disagree, we should be frank in saying so, 
and on this issue Britain and American do not agree. We think that the resolution, 
although not ideally drafted, was basically right, which is why we voted for it, and we are 
very disappointed that it was vetoed. Obviously, we have to persuade the Americans that 
further investment in the peace process is absolutely worth it, not just for its own sake, 
but for the wider peace of the region and to remove a great cause of instability and 
extremism in our world. 

 

col 34  Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): My grandfather was one of thousands of Jews 
who had to leave Libya because of Gaddafi's appropriation of Jewish businesses and 
homes, and he came to this country because of its democracy. He would have been 
shocked to have seen not only the close relations between the last Government and 
Gaddafi, but the acceptance by our distinguished universities, particularly the London 
School of Economics, of more than £1 million from Gaddafi. Will my right hon. Friend 
take steps to ensure that such a scandal never happens again? E 

 

col 38  Sir Gerald Kaufman (Manchester, Gorton) (Lab): In congratulating the right 
hon. Gentleman on the vote cast by the United Kingdom at the Security Council on Israeli 
settlements, may I ask whether he, like Chancellor Merkel, received a reproachful 
telephone call from Netanyahu, and if so did he, like Chancellor Merkel, reply that he-
Netanyahu-is the principal obstacle to negotiations and that he must get on and 
negotiate? 

 

The Prime Minister: As it happens, I did not, on this occasion, get a reproachful phone 
call from Prime Minister Netanyahu. But if I had done, I am, for once, in full agreement 
with the right hon. Gentleman, and I am sure that I would have responded robustly in the 
way that he has suggested. E 
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col 40  Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): E If we are to build a new 
relationship with the middle east based on mutual respect, do we not need to get rid of 
our reputation for double standards? That means not only standing up to dictators, but 
saying very plainly that the occupation of one country by another is wrong and has to 
end. 

 

The Prime Minister: I agree with the hon. Gentleman. In the case of Israel and 
Palestine, we should make it very clear that the settlements are wrong-the vote we cast 
in the UN Security Council was absolutely clear about that. E 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/debtext/11022
8-0001.htm#11022819000002  
 

col 45  Andrew Percy (Brigg and Goole) (Con): The past few weeks have shown that 
not everything in the middle east is necessarily contingent upon the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. As we move forward, does my right hon. Friend agree that whatever 
democracies emerge in north Africa and the middle east, it is important to ensure that 
they recognise the legitimacy of Israel, function as democracies and act as a 
counterbalance to Iran? 

 

The Prime Minister: My hon. Friend makes a good point, although we should not be 
pessimistic about the effect of greater democratisation in the middle east and the Arab 
world on the prospects for Arab-Israeli peace. Some of the more autocratic regimes use 
the Arab-Israel conflict as a way of keeping their own populations happy without having 
democracy. So, yes, the road between here and there may be quite bumpy and difficult, 
but in the end, deals between democracies will be stronger. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/debtext/11022
8-0002.htm  
 

 
House of Lords Debate 

Israel 
includes 
 

col 865  Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they will work with the 
Government of the United States to ensure that Israel complies with United Nations 
resolutions and international law. 7 how depressing it was to see-once again, and 
probably for the 42nd time-the previous weekend's United Nations Security Council 
session being ruined, even recklessly sabotaged, by another US veto concerning the 
Israel/Palestine issue. E it caused universal resentment, even hatred, towards America 
among some of the other Security Council members. E  
E now is the time for Israel, too, to show decency and wisdom at long last in its policy 
towards the cruelly treated Palestinians.  
E we see Fatah struggling for the legitimacy that it lacks in the Arab street. That is one 
reason why it will not join in negotiations until Israel acknowledges its offences under 
international law and the Geneva conventions on the treatment of civilians and shows a 
complete change of heart. That is a responsibility that is as solemn for an occupying 
power as it is for a country that actually owns the territory legally. E the international 
community has to accept the inclusion of Hamas in any fundamental, realistic 
negotiations for peace. It is outrageous that it has been excluded when it is the main 
Palestinian political grouping capable of securing a genuine democratic majority. E 

 

col 868  Lord Bates: E The state of Israel exists in international law only because the 
United Nations Special Committee of Palestine in 1947 proposed that it should be along 
with an Arab state of Palestine and because United Nations Resolution 181 said it 
existed in international law. E there is a special reason for the state of Israel to look 
benevolently upon the United Nations institution for it, more than any other nation or 
institution, has realised the aspirations of a Jewish national homeland and enshrined that 
in law.  It therefore  requires it to comply with its r equests expressed through  resolutions  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/debtext/110228-0001.htm#11022819000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/debtext/110228-0001.htm#11022819000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/debtext/110228-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/debtext/110228-0002.htm
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and work with the United Nations despite its manifold imperfections to bring about the 
creation of a viable Palestinian state E  

 

col 869  Lord Judd: E At the moment, there is a self-fulfilling prophecy: we strengthen 
the extremist elements in Hamas. They are not all extremists in Hamas; we should be 
strengthening the more moderate elements and bringing them in to help move the 
negotiations forward. 
Finally, let us just remember that when we talk about aggression and the threat of 
aggression, of course it is wrong to kill innocent Israelis. That cannot be condoned, but 
what about the bombardments of the so-called buffer zone within Gaza? What about the 
52 innocent people killed within the buffer zone last year? What about the embargo and 
the damage that it has done to the health, well-being, industry and economic life of 
Gaza? Is that not aggression? E 

 

col 870  Baroness Falkner of Margravine: E There is little to bring Israel to the table 
when it can create facts on the ground with impunity in its settlements, its separation wall 
and, above all, its electoral system, which allows for its most extreme elements to sit at 
the table. E  

 

col 871  Lord Tugendhat: E we, and other countries who believe that Israel's current 
contra mundi defiance is against its own long-term interest as well as a danger to peace, 
should no longer wait on the United States. E we must be open and frank about our 
abhorrence of Israel's current settlements policy and the concomitant occupation that it 
involves. E We must make clear the extent to which that policy diminishes our friendship 
for the Government-as distinct from the people-of Israel, with the practical consequences 
that must inevitably flow from this. E 

 

col 872  Lord Janner of Braunstone: E Democracies, like Israel or this country, do not 
always elect the Governments whom we would vote for. E Israel continues to play an 
important role in the international community. It represents a bridge between Europe and 
the Middle East. It represents democracy, liberty and freedom in a region that has long 
been filled with tyrannies and dictatorships. E 
The primary role of a nation state is to defend its borders and citizens from attack. Israel 
faces a tough task. Its duty is to defend its citizens. Hamas is not a Government and 
Gaza is not a nation state. Hamas has been praised. However, Hamas is a terrorist 
group, which rains terrors on civilians in Israel. These terrorists ignore international law 
and they, not Israel, should be the key focus of this debate. Let me make it clear to this 
House: Israel does not target citizens, unlike Hamas and Hezbollah, which target citizens 
in many parts of Israel. Mistakes occur in warfare, just as mistakes have occurred in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. When these mistakes happen, investigations are launched and, 
where possible, justice is delivered. E 

 

Baroness Tonge: E Why, then, has the Government of Israel, who defy all international 
law, never been called to account by the international community E Why has this 
happened when the behaviour of Israel towards the Palestinians lies at the very root of 
the problems in the Arab-Muslim world? E 

 

col 873  Baroness Deech: My Lords, we have had a stream of similar questions over the 
past few months evincing a disproportionate focus by this House on Israel, now evident 
in the turmoil in the Middle East. E Israel has not been the focus of the rising-up by the 
peoples of Tunisia, Bahrain, Egypt and Libya. Indeed, I once heard an ambassador from 
the region say to an audience that the Arab states did not really care about Israel at all, 
but it was a useful deflection from the problems internal to their states. E 
This Government must support a two-state solution and reject the delegitimisation of 
Israel. E 

 

col 874  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: E trying to solve the long-standing conflict by 
United Nations resolutions is not the way forward. E The Palestinians say they will not 
go to the negotiating table unless something happens-for example, no settlements. The 
Israelis say they will not go unless they are recognised by everyone. My view is that the 
United States,  the  United Kingdom and  others should  ensure that  they sit down at that  
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negotiating table without any preconditions whatever. Once they are there at that table, I 
believe that things can be solved. E At the same time, we have to ensure that there is no 
psychological and practical warfare on Israel, where the towns of Sderot and Ashkelon in 
Israel are bombarded by rockets, producing a psychological and practical fear in Israel; it 
is this that produces some of the attitudes of the Israeli Government 
  bear in mind that this is not only about Palestinian refugees; 800,000 Jews fled Arab 
lands, of which 600,000 found a home in Israel.  

 

col 875  Lord Beecham: E The reality is that, 60-odd years later, many of the states in 
the region still do not recognise the existence of the state of Israel-and more particularly, 
and crucially, neither does Hamas. If Hamas had followed Fatah and the Palestinian 
Authority in recognising the state of Israel, it would certainly be a legitimate partner in a 
dialogue. E 

 

col 878 The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): E We believe that Israel's security and the realisation of the Palestinians' 
right to statehood are not opposing goals at all. On the contrary, they are intimately 
intertwined objectives E 
Our main goal is to work with the United States and other international partners to return 
the parties as soon as possible to direct negotiations towards a two-state solution E The 
second is to have security arrangements which, for Palestinians, respect their 
sovereignty and show that the occupation is over and, for Israelis, protect their security, 
prevent the resurgence of terrorism and deal effectively with new and emerging threats. 
E Thirdly, we believe that a just, fair and agreed solution to the refugee question should 
be the basis of progress. Fourthly, we believe in the fulfilment of the aspirations of both 
parties for Jerusalem. E  
E we believe in a peaceful and safe future for Israel that is best secured through a peace 
with the Palestinians which can, in turn, lead to a peace with the entire region that will 
strengthen the stability of the region. E  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110228-
0002.htm#11022845000189  

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Investment: Israel 
Mr Amess: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office what the monetary value was of 
foreign direct investment from Israel in each year since 2009. [39740] 

Mr Hurd: The Office for National Statistics (ONS) produces estimates for UK 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) based on survey data collected by the ONS and 
Bank of England. Headline figures from the annual surveys are published in a 
Statistical Bulletin, "Foreign Direct Investment", which is available from the UK 
National Statistics website. The latest figures available at the level of counterpart 
country are for the year 2009.  During 2009, there was a net flow of £20 million of 
direct investment from Israel into the UK. The overall level of Israeli direct 
investment in the UK at the end of 2009 was £441 million. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
008.htm#11030115000057  
 

Middle East: International Assistance 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
much funding his Department provided to coexistence projects between Israelis and 
Palestinians in 2010; and what proportion of UK aid to Israel and the Palestinian 
territories in that year this represented. [41290] 

Alistair Burt: I refer the hon. Member to the response from my noble Friend Lord 
Wallace of Saltaire to the noble Lord Janner of Braunstone on 7 February 2011, 
Official Report, House of Lords, column WA26. 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110228-0002.htm#11022845000189
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110228-0002.htm#11022845000189
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0008.htm#11030115000057
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0008.htm#11030115000057
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David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
much funding the EU provided to aid and promote joint business initiatives between 
Israelis and Palestinians in 2010; and what proportion of EU aid to Israel and the 
Palestinian territories in that year this represented. [41292] 

Alistair Burt: I refer the hon. Member to the response from my noble Friend Lord 
Wallace of Saltaire to the noble Lord Janner of Braunstone on 7 February 2011, 
Official Report, House of Lords, column WA27. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
006.htm#11030113000024  

 

The House of Lords responses referred to above can both be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110207w0001.htm#1102
0718000763  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr Robin Walker: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what estimate he has made of the monetary value and number of EU-funded projects 
demolished by Israeli Defence Forces in the Occupied Palestinian Territories in the last 
three years. [39862] 

Alistair Burt: We do not have figures on the value and number of EU-funded 
projects demolished by the Israeli Defence Forces during this period. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
006.htm#11030113000023  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has made to the government of Israel on the building of 
illegal settlements. [42225] 

Alistair Burt: Our view is that all settlement activity in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is illegal and an obstacle to peace. It also threatens to make a two state 
solution impossible in the future. While visiting the region in January, I saw the 
impact of the occupation, including settlements, on Palestinian people. 
We understand the depth of Israeli security concerns. But, as my right hon. Friend 
the Foreign Secretary has consistently stressed, in public and in private, we are 
very disappointed that Israel has not renewed the freeze on settlement 
construction. The Foreign Secretary discussed these issues most recently with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Lieberman on 24 January 2011 in London. 
We continue to call on the Government of Israel to take all necessary steps to 
prevent settlement construction. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
006.htm#11030113000027  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
funding the EU provided to coexistence projects between Israelis and Palestinians in 
2010; and what proportion of EU aid to Israel and the Palestinian territories in that year 
this represented. [41291] 

Mr Duncan: According to information provided by the European External Action 
Service, in 2010 the EU Partnership for Peace Programme spent €10 million 
supporting local and international civil society initiatives to promote peace, 
tolerance and non-violence between Arabs and Israelis. This compares to a total of 
€367 million of EU aid to the occupied Palestinian territories and to Palestinian 
refugees in the region in 2010. The EU did not provide any official development 
assistance (ODA) to Israel in 2010. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
funding his Department has provided to the Palestinian Facility for new market 
development since April 2008. [41294] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030113000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030113000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110207w0001.htm#11020718000763
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110207w0001.htm#11020718000763
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030113000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030113000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030113000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030113000027
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Mr Duncan: The Department for International Development (DFID) has provided 
£3,270,000 to the Facility for New Market Development between 1 April 2008 and 
21 February 2011. DFID funding has provided support to 229 small businesses in 
both Gaza and the west bank, helping to develop 96 new products, improve 54 
products and create over 1,130 new jobs. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what plans he 
has to provide financial support to the Palestinian Facility for new market development in 
(a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13 and (c) 2013-14. [41295] 

Mr Duncan: My right hon. Friend the Secretary of State will shortly be announcing 
to the House the outcome of our major root and branch review of bilateral aid 
which has looked in detail at each country. This review includes our support to the 
occupied Palestinian territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
006.htm#11030111000067  
 

Palestinians: Health Services 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what estimate 
he has made of the number of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip treated for medical 
conditions in Israeli hospitals since 1 January 2010. [41302] 

Mr Duncan: The UK Government do not hold comprehensive statistics on 
Palestinian medical cases. The World Health Organisation (WHO) report that in 
2010 the Palestinian Ministry of Health's Referral Abroad Department referred 
2,443 people to Israeli hospitals, out of a total of 11,791 referrals. We do not have 
information on the number of these patients who left Gaza for their treatment. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what estimate 
he has made of the number of exit permits Israel issued to Palestinians from the Gaza 
Strip in October 2010 to enable them to receive medical treatment in (a) Israel, (b) the 
West Bank and (c) other countries. [41304] 

Mr Duncan: The World Health Organisation (WHO) reports that in October 2010 
the Israeli District Liaison Office processed 976 Gazan patient applications for 
permits to enter Israel. Of these, 744 were approved and 709 patients actually left 
Gaza for treatment; decisions on 211 were delayed and 21 were denied. The 
difference between total approvals and total patients exiting Gaza is explained by 
a small number of approvals being granted late in the month, delaying transit until 
the following month. WHO does not hold details of where these patients were 
treated. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
006.htm#11030111000066  
 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what 
reports he has received on the humanitarian situation in the Gaza strip since July 2010; 
[41305] 
(2) what reports he has received on the developmental situation in the Gaza Strip since 
18 October 2010. [41328] 

Mr Duncan: UK ministers and officials regularly discuss the humanitarian and 
development situation in Gaza with the Palestinian Authority, Israel, UN agencies, 
other donor countries and organisations, and non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs). We remain concerned that Gaza's economy, institutions and civil society 
are undergoing a process described by the UN as 'de-development'. 
The most comprehensive report we have received since October 2010 is "Dashed 
Hopes: Continuation of the Gaza Blockade", published by a number of European 
NGOs in November 2010. This is available at: www.oxfam.org.uk 
In addition, we regularly receive reports from the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, including their monthly Humanitarian  Monitor and their 
weekly Protection of Civilians report, available at: www.ochaopt.org 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030111000067
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030111000067
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030111000066
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030111000066
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/
http://www.ochaopt.org/


 
9

 

Finally, the Portland Trust publishes a monthly bulletin on the economic situation in 
the occupied Palestinian territories, which also covers Gaza. This is available at: 
www.portlandtrust.org 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
006.htm#11030111000068  
 

Palestinians: Police 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
much funding his Department provided to the European Union Police Mission in the 
Palestinian territories in connection with training for the Palestinian police in (a) 2008, (b) 
2009 and (c) 2010; and what estimate he has made of the level of such funding to be 
provided by his Department in (i) 2011 and (ii) 2012. [41298] 

Mr Lidington: Funding for common costs of the European Union Police Mission in 
the Palestinian Territories (EUPOL COPPS), is met from the EU Common Foreign 
and Security Policy budget, which is itself part of the overall EU budget. The 
following table takes the estimated UK contribution pre-abatement to the EU 
budget as a whole, and applies it to the EUPOL COPPS budget to give an 
approximate indication of UK funding. 
  Indicative UK contribution 

Budget period EUPOL COPPS budget (€) Percentage (€) (nearest 10,000) 

2008 6,000,000 14.8 890,000 

2009 7,000,000 14.5 1,020,000 

2010 6,900,000 14.7 1,010,000 

2011 8,250,000 15.0 1,240,000 
EUPOL COPPS is currently mandated until 31 December 2011. Decisions on 
future budget levels will be made during discussions on the Mission's future 
mandate. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
many officials sponsored by his Department participated in the European Union Police 
Mission in the Palestinian Territories in connection with training of the Palestinian police 
in (a) 2008, (b) 2009 and (c) 2010; and what plans he has for he number of such 
participants in (i) 2011 and (ii) 2012. [41300] 

Mr Lidington: The UK continues strongly to support the work of the European 
Union Police Mission in the Palestinian Territories, (EUPOL COPPS). The mission 
plays an important role in the international community's efforts to increase the 
effectiveness of the Palestinian Authority's police and wider rule of law institutions. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office employs technical experts mainly from the 
Stabilisation Unit's pools of civilian and police experts to work in EUPOL COPPS. 
The number of UK secondees fluctuates across the year due to tour dates, EU 
recruitment cycles and the selection of UK applicants by the mission. This is 
shown in the following table. 

 Number of UK secondees 

2008 2-3 

2009 1-2 

2010 3-4 

2011 2-3 
Note: Figures for 2011 cover only January to March since detailed allocations among 
the various projects funded by the tri-departmental Conflict Pool for the financial year 
2011-12 have not yet been published. They will, however, be announced by written 
ministerial statement in the next few weeks. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
007.htm#11030113000030  

 

http://www.portlandtrust.org/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030111000068
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030111000068
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0007.htm#11030113000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0007.htm#11030113000030
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Palestinians: Security Forces 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
much funding his Department plans to provide to assist the US Security Coordinator for 
Israel and the Palestinian territories in the training of Palestinian security forces in (a) 
2011 and (b) 2012. [41299] 

Alistair Burt: The Tri-Departmental (Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Ministry of 
Defence and Department for International Development) Middle East and North 
Africa Conflict Pool (MENA CP) funds the deployment of the British Support Team 
in Ramallah, to assist the US Security Coordinator in providing technical support 
and advice on governance, leadership and human rights issues to the Palestinian 
Security Sector, including the Civil Police, Ministry of Interior and Ministry of 
Justice. Management of the British Support Team is led by the UK Ministry of 
Defence. 
MENA CP funding per financial year is as follows: 
2007-08: £347,474 
2008-09: £1,925,610 
2009-10: £2,690,823 
2010-11: £2,450,000. 
Final funding for 2010-11 is not confirmed and is based on the provisional 
allocation. Funding for the 2011-12 financial year has yet to be confirmed, however 
financial support through the MENA CP will continue for the deployment of the 
British Support Team. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
many British officials assisted the US Security Coordinator for Israel and the Palestinian 
Territories in the training of Palestinian security forces in (a) 2008, (b) 2009 and (c) 2010; 
and what estimate he has made of the number of such officials providing such assistance 
in (i) 2011 and (ii) 2012. [41301] 

Nick Harvey: I have been asked to reply. 
The following number of British personnel formed the British Support Team which 
assisted the US Security Co-ordinator for Israel and the Palestinian Territories. 

 Number 

2008-09 13 

2009-10 15 

2010-11 17 

2011-12 (1)12 
(1) Estimate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
007.htm#11030113000031  
 

Gaza: Electricity Supply 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
recent representations he has made to the government of Israel on the supply of 
electricity to Gaza and its effect on essential services including water supply, sewage 
treatment and health services. [42226] 

Mr Duncan: The UK has not made any specific representations to Israel on the 
supply of electricity to Gaza as we do not see Israeli restrictions on supplies of 
electricity or fuel as being the main current cause of electricity shortages in Gaza. 
Israel continues to provide 120 megawatts (MW) of electricity per day directly to 
Gaza which meets approximately 43% of Gaza's power needs and is paid for by 
the Palestinian Authority. Egypt provides a further 17MW and the balance of 
Gaza's power needs (approximately 140MW) should be met by the Gaza power 
plant. The Gaza Electricity Distribution Company (GEDCO) is now buying diesel 
fuel, which is sourced via tunnels between Egypt and Gaza, to operate two  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0007.htm#11030113000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0007.htm#11030113000031
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turbines in the power station to produce 60MW, and has not requested any 
industrial fuel from Israel since 5 January 2011. The majority of the population still 
experience power cuts, but these are now four to six hours a day, down from eight 
to 12 hours per day since mid-December 2010. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
006.htm#11030111000060  
 

Palestinians: Emigration 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what estimate 
he has made of the number of Palestinians who left the Gaza Strip in October 2010 to 
enter (a) Israel, (b) Egypt, (c) the West Bank and (d) other countries. [41307] 

Mr Duncan: The UK Government do not hold comprehensive statistics on the 
movement of people into or out of Gaza. Gaza has two pedestrian crossing points: 
at Erez (with Israel) and at Rafah (with Egypt). The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) report that in October 2010 709 Palestinian patients exited Gaza at Erez 
for medical treatment. We do not have information on numbers of non-patients 
exiting through Erez, or their final destinations. The UN reports that approximately 
360 people per day were able to leave Gaza through the Rafah crossing between 
June 2010 and January 2011. We do not have information on their final 
destinations. WHO estimates that an average of 600 Gazan patients per month 
entered Egypt through Rafah for medical treatment in Egyptian hospitals, between 
June 2010 and January 2011. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
006.htm#11030111000065  
 

Egypt: Israel 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the effect of the recent change of government in Egypt on 
the Egyptian-Israeli peace agreement; and if he will make a statement. [R] [41792] 

Alistair Burt: Egypt has played an important role in the Middle East peace 
process and its peace agreement with Israel is vital to regional stability. As my 
right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has made clear, there is now a precious 
moment of opportunity for the people of Egypt to achieve a stable and democratic 
future. Field Marshal Tantawi has publicly committed to maintain good relations 
with Israel and we welcome the statement by the Supreme Council of the Armed 
Forces on 12 February 2011 that Egypt would abide by all its regional and 
international treaty obligations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0
006.htm#11030113000016  

 
 
16th session of the Human Rights Council:  

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian 
territories occupied since 1967, Richard Falk 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/16session/A-HRC-16-72.pdf  
 
Human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/16session/A-HRC-16-25.pdf  

 

TOP 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030111000060
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030111000060
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030111000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030111000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030113000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110228/text/110228w0006.htm#11030113000016
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/16session/A-HRC-16-72.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/16session/A-HRC-16-25.pdf
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Other Relevant Information 

IPPR 

 'Madrassas' in the British media    
http://www.ippr.org.uk/members/download.asp?f=%2Fecomm%2Ffiles%2FMadrassas+i
n+the+media+Feb2011.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
  

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1260103m.1
97-203.html  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512802a.15
07.html  
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
 

Stage 2 amendments 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/b58s3-stage2-ml.pdf  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Review of Crime Statistics (closing date 10 March 2011) 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-
guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-
statistics.html 
 
 

http://www.ippr.org.uk/members/download.asp?f=%2Fecomm%2Ffiles%2FMadrassas+in+the+media+Feb2011.pdf
http://www.ippr.org.uk/members/download.asp?f=%2Fecomm%2Ffiles%2FMadrassas+in+the+media+Feb2011.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1260103m.197-203.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1260103m.197-203.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512802a.1507.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512802a.1507.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/b58s3-stage2-ml.pdf
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
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Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consult
ationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
 

More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/  
 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
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