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Israel 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Foreign Secretary statement on draft Security Council Resolution  
� “I have made clear my serious concern about the current stalemate in the Middle East 
Peace Process. Today the UK voted with others, including France and Germany, to 
reinforce this and our longstanding view that settlements, including in East Jerusalem, 
are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace and constitute a threat to a two-
state solution.  � Our formal Explanation of Vote today set out what we believe these 
need to include for negotiations to be successful: 

• An agreement on the borders of the two states, based on June 4 1967 lines with 
equivalent land swaps as may be agreed between the parties. 

• Security arrangements that, for Palestinians, respect their sovereignty and show 
that the occupation is over; and, for Israelis, protect their security, prevent the 
resurgence of terrorism and deal effectively with new and emerging threats.   

• A just, fair and agreed solution to the refugee question. 
• Fulfillment of the aspirations of both parties for Jerusalem. A way must be found 

through negotiations to resolve the status of Jerusalem as the future capital of 
both states. 

� Our goal remains an agreement on all final status issues and the welcoming of 
Palestine as a full member by September 2011. We will contribute to achieving this goal 
in any and every way that we can.   
We understand Israel's deep and justified security concerns. As friends of Israel, we 
share those concerns, and will strive with Israel to preserve her security and the stability 
of the region around her. It is precisely because of those concerns that we vote today in 
favour of this resolution.  We believe a peaceful and safe future for Israel is best secured 
through a peace with the Palestinians that in turn can lead to peace with the entire 
region, and indeed will strengthen the stability of the region. We believe that Israel will be 
better able to face and tackle wider threats if it is at peace with the Palestinians. And so 
we regret anything which sets back the prospects for peace because we believe it also 
sets back Israel's security.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=554040582  

 
 

European Union 
Statement by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton following the vote in the 
UN Security Council on resolution on the settlements 
� "I note with regret that it was not possible to reach consensus on the resolution on 
settlements  at the  United  Nations  Security  Council.  The  EU  position on  settlements,  
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including in East Jerusalem, is clear: they are illegal under international law, an obstacle 
to peace and constitute a threat to a two-state solution.  Now we need to do everything 
possible for the urgent resumption of negotiations between the parties. More than ever all 
efforts must converge towards a peaceful solution that will preserve Israel's security and 
realise the Palestinians' right to statehood. I will be in contact with all the parties in the 
next days to encourage the resumption of negotiations in line with the commitments 
made recently by the Quartet." 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/119391.pdf  

 
 
United Nations 

United States vetoes Security Council resolution on Israeli settlements 
The United States today vetoed a Security Council resolution condemning all Israeli 
settlements established in occupied Palestinian territory since 1967 as illegal, saying that 
while it agreed that the settlements are illegitimate the resolution harmed chances for 
peace talks. 
The other 14 members of the Council voted for the resolution, which demanded that 
“Israel, as the occupying power, immediately and completely ceases all settlement 
activities in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem and that it fully 
respect its legal obligations in this regard.” But as one of the five permanent members, 
the negative US vote is the equivalent of a veto.  
The resolution, co-sponsored by over 120 of the UN’s 192 Member States, also called on 
both parties to comply with their obligations under the Road Map plan, sponsored by the 
diplomatic Quartet of the United Nations, European Union, Russia and US, which seeks 
to establish a two-State solution of Israel and Palestine living side by side in peace and 
security within recognized borders. � 
After the vote Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, in a note issued by his spokesperson, 
called for focusing on efforts to overcome the current impasse, in which the Palestinians 
are refusing to resume direct talks until Israel stops all settlement activity, and create a 
conducive environment for progress towards resolving all final status issues.  
In explaining her veto, US Ambassador Susan E. Rice said the vote should not be 
misunderstood as support for settlement activity.  “On the contrary, we reject in the 
strongest terms the legitimacy of continued Israeli settlement activity,” she declared. 
“Continued settlement activity violates Israel’s international commitments, devastates 
trust between the parties, and threatens the prospects for peace� 
“Every potential action must be measured against one overriding standard: will it move 
the parties closer to negotiations and an agreement? Unfortunately, this draft resolution 
risks hardening the positions of both sides. It could encourage the parties to stay out of 
negotiations and, if and when they did resume, to return to the Security Council 
whenever they reach an impasse.” 
Palestinian Permanent Observer to the UN Riyad Mansour regretted that the Council had 
failed to “uphold its responsibilities” to respond to the crisis. “Our overarching goal 
remains to bring an end to the Israeli colonization and occupation of our land and its 
destruction of the two-State solution,” he said. “We fear, however, that the message sent 
today may be one that only encourages further Israeli intransigence and impunity.” 
Israeli Ambassador Meron Reuben called for a resumption of direct talks between the 
two sides without pre-conditions, noting that settlements are only one of several issues to 
be settled in final status negotiations. “Therefore, the resolution before you should never 
have been submitted,” he said. “Instead, the international community and the Security 
Council should have called upon the Palestinian leadership, in a clear and resolute voice, 
to immediately return to the negotiating table.” 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37572&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

Call for submissions from NGOs 
ODIHR is now preparing its 2010 annual report on hate crimes, "Hate Crimes in the 
OSCE Region: Incidents and Responses". The annual report provides an overview of 
data collected on hate crimes as well as of responses to combat hate crimes. � 
As in previous years, ODIHR encourages submissions from NGOs. NGOs can provide 
information on hate crimes to ODIHR from their areas of activities through:  

• Existing reports and/ or information containing data on hate crimes for 2010; 
• Anecdotal accounts from victims of hate crimes; 
• Research and surveys on hate crimes in a particular region or against a particular 

group; 
• Information on practical initiatives to combat hate crime, which include:  

o strengthening data collection and reporting of hate crimes; 
o victim support; 
o trainings for professionals in the criminal justice system; 
o awareness-raising campaigns on impact and consequences of hate crime. 

� Information should be sent to tndinfo@odihr.pl no later than 1 April 2011. � 
to read the full press release see 
http://tandis.odihr.pl/?p=ki-hc,ngo  
 
U.S. Special Representatives on Anti-Semitism, Muslim communities address 
OSCE Permanent Council, call for combatting intolerance 
The U.S. Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism, Hannah Rosenthal, and 
the U.S. Special Representative to Muslim Communities, Farah Pandith, addressing the 
OSCE Permanent Council today, said that more needs to be done by OSCE and other 
stakeholders in respecting fundamental freedoms and combatting all forms of 
intolerance. �. 
The need to join efforts to overcome hate crimes and guard against indifference to 
injustice was stressed. “We must strive to ensure that no group can be marginalized, 
stereotyped or discriminated against on racial, religious or social grounds,” Pandith said. 
“We clearly understand that the experiences of each religious group are not the same,” 
Rosenthal said. “Issues surrounding anti-Muslim speech or anti-Semitic language are 
separate and distinct, but the essence is the need to do more to be respectful of the 
other and to embrace pluralism.” � 
to read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/pc/75639  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 4 days 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Review of Crime Statistics (closing date 10 March 2011) 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-
guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-
statistics.html 
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Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consult
ationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/  
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