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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Topical Questions: Business, Innovation and Skills 
col 1134  Lilian Greenwood (Nottingham South) (Lab): I recently met representatives 
from the Union of Jewish Students at the university of Nottingham, who tell me that they 
are concerned about increasing incidents of anti-Semitism and racial incitement by guest 
speakers at university campuses. Will the Minister take steps to support the 
implementation of speaker policy guidelines in universities across the UK to help student 
unions and vice-chancellors to deal effectively with guest speaker invitations and prevent 
incidents of hate speech and intimidation? 

Mr Willetts: I have discussed this with representatives of Jewish students. It is a 
challenge for universities, and the hon. Lady is right to raise it. We will continue to 
be absolutely emphatic on the rights of individual students to enjoy freedom 
without facing harassment and abuse, which, sadly, has been occurring. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/debtext/11021
7-0001.htm#11021765000034  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Passports 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assurances he has received from the government of Israel since 15 June 2010 on 
its policy on the misuse of British passports. [41497] 

Alistair Burt: We have not yet received any formal assurances from the Israeli 
Government on this issue. The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), raised 
it with the Israeli ambassador to the UK in October 2010. He also raised it during 
his visit to Israel in November 2010 with Foreign Minister Lieberman. On both 
occasions he stressed that the misuse of British passports was unacceptable and 
should not happen again. Our ambassador in Tel Aviv also made this clear to the 
Israeli Government in November 2010. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/debtext/110217-0001.htm#11021765000034
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/debtext/110217-0001.htm#11021765000034
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Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) what discussions he has had since 10 June 2010 with the Government of Israel on its 
policy on the misuse of British passports; what the outcome was; and if he will make a 
statement; [41498] 
(2) what recent representations he has made to the Government of Israel on the misuse 
of British passports. [41499] 

Alistair Burt: We have not yet received any formal assurances from the Israeli 
Government on this issue. The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), raised 
it with the Israeli ambassador to the UK in October 2010. He also raised it during 
his visit to Israel in November 2010 with Foreign Minister Lieberman. On both 
occasions he stressed that the misuse of British passports was unacceptable and 
should not happen again. Our ambassador in Tel Aviv also made this clear to the 
Israeli Government in November 2010. 
I have no plans to make any further statements to Parliament following the oral 
statement made by the previous Foreign Secretary on 23 March 2010, Official 
Report, columns 133-34. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0
004.htm#11021776000012  
 

The statement referred to in the above reply can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100323/debtext/10032
3-0004.htm#10032383000003  
 

Middle East: International Assistance 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
much funding his Department provided to aid and promote joint business initiatives 
between Israelis and Palestinians in 2010; and what proportion of UK aid to Israel and 
the Palestinian territories in that year this represented. [41289] 

Alistair Burt: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has funded a £318,000 
project through its Conflict programme: "investing in Peace through information 
and communications technology (ICT) business Co-operation and Capacity 
Building". This project has led to new business partnerships between Israeli and 
Palestinian companies. Four business partnerships valued at an estimated $2 
million have already been established and others are in the making. The project 
has received international praise, winning a nomination for a Global ICT 
Excellence Award and most recently receiving the Digital Opportunity Award. 
UK Trade and Investment have also implemented a programme which supports 
both the Palestine-Britain Business Council and UK Israel Business. 
We are not able to say what percentage of United Kingdom aid to Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories this represents. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with (a) the Palestinian Authority, (b) his Israeli 
counterpart and (c) his US counterpart on efforts to strengthen the West Bank economy. 
[41293] 

Alistair Burt: We have a detailed and ongoing dialogue with the Palestinian 
Authority about a number of issues related to the Gazan and West Bank 
economies. We also raise with the Israeli Government our concerns regarding, in 
particular, the stagnation of the economy in Gaza. 
We have made clear, most recently when the Minister for the Middle East, my hon. 
Friend the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(Alistair Burt) visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in January 
2011, that, while we welcomed Israel's move from a list of permitted goods to a list 
of banned goods and its December 2010 announcement that it would allow some 
exports, more needs to be done to bring real changes on the ground. This includes 
reaching pre-2007 levels of exports by the  middle of this year, allowing the  import  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0004.htm#11021776000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0004.htm#11021776000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100323/debtext/100323-0004.htm#10032383000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100323/debtext/100323-0004.htm#10032383000003
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of dual-use raw materials for manufacture, and ensuring Gaza has access to it's 
traditional markets of Israel and the West Bank. Reviving Gaza's economy is in 
Israel's interests; it will create jobs, counter radicalisation, provide an alternative to 
the Hamas-controlled tunnel smuggling economy and bolster Gaza's pragmatic 
business community. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with (a) his US counterpart, (b) the Palestinian Authority 
and (c) his Israeli counterpart on US steps to strengthen the Palestinian Authority 
security forces. [41296] 

Alistair Burt: My officials have regular discussions with the US and the 
Palestinian Authority on Palestinian security sector development. It is important 
that we do so given our substantial political and financial commitment to 
developing the Palestinian Authority (PA) security forces. We do so in close co-
ordination with the US through the UK's British support team, which provides 
training for the security sector, for example, in developing leaderships skills and 
standards of professionalism. 
Building the capacity of the PA security forces is vital in helping lay the ground 
work for a future Palestinian state and a lasting solution to the conflict in the 
region. It is specifically laid out as a Roadmap obligation and our work is in line 
with this. 
It is on this latter point in particular that we engage the Israeli Government. We are 
alive to Israel's security concerns and believe that the Palestinian Authority has 
taken considerable steps to address its Roadmap obligations on security and 
developing the institutions of state. It is important that Israel now reciprocates, in 
particular by halting all settlement construction so that negotiations on a two state 
agreement can resume. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0
004.htm#11021776000013  
 

Palestinians: Security Forces 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
much funding his Department provided to assist the US Security Coordinator for Israel 
and the Palestinian territories in the training of Palestinian security forces in (a) 2008, (b) 
2009 and (c) 2010. [41297] 

Alistair Burt: The Tri-Departmental (the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, the 
Ministry of Defence and the Department for International Development) Middle 
East and North Africa Conflict Pool (MENA CP) funds the deployment of the 
British Support Team in Ramallah, to assist the US Security Co-ordinator in 
providing technical support and advice on governance, leadership and human 
rights issues to the Palestinian Security Sector, including the Civil Police, Ministry 
of Interior and Ministry of Justice. Management of the British Support Team is led 
by the UK Ministry of Defence.  MENA CP funding per financial year is as follows: 

 £ 

2007-08 347,474 

2008-09 1,925,610 

2009-10 2,690,823 

2010-11 2,450,000 
Final funding for 2010-11 is not confirmed and is based on the provisional 
allocation. Funding for the 2011-12 financial year has yet to be confirmed, 
however financial support through the MENA CP will continue for the deployment 
of the British Support Team. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0
004.htm#11021776000014  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0004.htm#11021776000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0004.htm#11021776000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0004.htm#11021776000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0004.htm#11021776000014
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Gaza: Manpower 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the number of international staff of non-governmental 
organisations entering and leaving the Gaza Strip. [41303] 

Alistair Burt: We have made no recent assessment of the number of non-
governmental organisation (NGO) staff entering and leaving Gaza. However, we 
and the Department for International Development have a regular dialogue with 
the NGO community and we are well appraised of the difficulties they continue to 
face. We have lobbied the Israeli Government on the issue of access permits and 
residency visas for international NGO staff. More recently we have been aware of 
difficulties for some international staff members leaving Gaza through the Rafah 
crossing. We see little prospects for change in access through Rafah in the short 
term. British nationals intending to visit Gaza should be aware that we continue to 
advise against all travel to Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0
004.htm#11021776000010  
 

Gaza: Imports 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the change in the volume of goods entering the Gaza 
Strip from Israel since June 2010. [41306] 

Alistair Burt: As we have said previously, we welcomed Israel's move last July 
from a restricted list of around 120 items permitted to enter Gaza to a far more 
permissive list of only prohibited and dual use items. Since then the volume and 
variety of goods entering Gaza has increased significantly. We believe on average 
that around 250 truck loads of goods enter Gaza through Kerem Shalom on a daily 
basis. 
However, as we continue to stress to the Israeli Government, including when the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, Minister for the 
Middle East, Alastair Burt, visited the region on 16-19 January, more needs to be 
done to effect real changes on the ground. For ordinary Gazans, who cannot 
afford to buy many of the goods now entering Gaza, that means a revival of the 
economy and opportunities for employment. It also means getting the basics right 
in terms of reconstruction of Gaza's housing and infrastructure. 
We want to see the approvals process for dual use items for reconstruction 
projects accelerated and for the extension of the process to include raw materials 
for manufacturing. While we are encouraged by Israel's December announcement 
on exports, we need to see this translated into reality. Manufacturing exports 
destined for Gaza's traditional markets of Israel and the West Bank is the key to 
reviving the economy, countering radicalisation and bolstering Gaza's pragmatic 
business fraternity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0
004.htm#11021776000009  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0004.htm#11021776000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0004.htm#11021776000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0004.htm#11021776000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110217/text/110217w0004.htm#11021776000009
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
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Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110217/am/11021
7s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110217/pm/11021
7s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/pro1261702p.39-44.html  
 
Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html 
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161702a.14
95.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110217/am/1
10217s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110217/pm/1
10217s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1161702p.121-
125.html  
 

Bill as amended in Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/2011151.pdf  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes today 
Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110217/am/110217s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110217/am/110217s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110217/pm/110217s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110217/pm/110217s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/pro1261702p.39-44.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161702a.1495.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161702a.1495.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110217/am/110217s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110217/am/110217s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110217/pm/110217s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110217/pm/110217s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1161702p.121-125.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1161702p.121-125.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/2011151.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm
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** closes today 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Review of Crime Statistics (closing date 10 March 2011) 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-
guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-
statistics.html 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consult
ationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/  
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