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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 
Universities: Anti-Semitism 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills (1) what 
recent meetings he has had with the Board of Deputies of British Jews about (a) levels of 
and (b) the Government's response to anti-Semitism on university campuses; what 
matters were discussed; and if he will make a statement; [39612] 
(2) if he will take steps to require universities to report on the steps they have taken to (a) 
prevent anti-Semitism, (b) protect Jewish students attending the university from anti-
Semitism and (c) prevent speakers with a known history of (i) anti-Semitism and (ii) 
Islamic extremism from speaking at the university; and if he will make a statement; 
[39734] 
(3) for what reasons his Department has made no representations to higher education 
authorities about invitations to speakers with a history of promoting anti-Semitism on 
campus; and if he will make a statement. [39737] 

Mr Willetts: I have not met the Board of Deputies for British Jews. However, I 
accepted an invitation from the hon. Member for Bassetlaw to meet him and a 
range of Jewish community organisations, in October last year, to discuss the 
treatment of Jewish students in higher education. The organisations concerned 
were the Community Security Trust and the Union of Jewish Students and the 
meeting also involved Universities UK and the Equality Challenge Unit. 
There is no place for racism of any form, such as anti-Semitism, in higher 
education. Universities have the primary responsibility for ensuring that their 
students are not subject to threatening or abusive behaviour on campus and have 
access to a strong legislative framework and guidance to help them deal 
effectively with instances of intolerance, racism and harassment in their 
institutions. Universities also hold the responsibility to communicate with their 
students and staff about what steps they take to tackle intolerance and anti-
Semitism. 
Decisions about external speakers must rest with universities themselves. In this 
area universities are bound by the law both in protecting freedom of speech on 
campus, even if that free expression is controversial, and protecting students and 
staff against harassment or violence. Universities have access to guidance from 
both Government and the sector itself on promoting good campus relations, which 
draw out the considerations institutions need to give to free expression on campus 
and to addressing illegal behaviour. Institutions also take advice about external 
speakers from their local police forces when needed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
003.htm#11021426000066  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0003.htm#11021426000066
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0003.htm#11021426000066
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Academic Freedom 
Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps her 
Department is taking to address extremism on university campuses. [36667] 

Nick Herbert: As part of the review of the Prevent strategy, currently under way, 
we are working with the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills on a 
package of measure to help universities manage the risks posed by extremism on 
campuses and support students who may be vulnerable to extremist messages. 
All higher education institutions in England have previously received guidance 
from the (then) Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills in 2008 on how 
to manage the risks posed by extremism on campuses and can draw upon 
ongoing support from the police and other local partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
001.htm#11021424000050  
 

Terrorism: Ethnic Groups 
Mr Lammy: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the self-
defined ethnicity is of each person (a) examined and (b) detained under the provisions of 
schedule 7 of the Terrorism Act 2000 since its entry into force. [38717] 

Nick Herbert: Information on the ethnicity of those examined under schedule 7 of 
the Terrorism Act 2000 has been collected by the police service since April 2009. 
Initially these data were collected on the basis of officer definition. Since April 
2010, they have been collected on the basis of self-definition, in line with other 
ethnicity data collected by the police service. We expect to publish the self-
defined ethnicity information for the period April 2010 to March 2011 in autumn 
2011.  The officer defined ethnicity of those examined under schedule 7 of the 
Terrorism Act 2000, throughout the UK, for the period April 2009-March 2010 is 
set out in the following table: 

Ethnicity of those examined April 2009-March 2010 

Ethnic origin Proportion of examinees (percentage) 

White 46 

Mixed race 2 

Asian 27 

African/Caribbean 7 

Chinese and other 19 
The use of schedule 7 is covered by a code of practice which advises that it would 
be unlawful to select someone based solely on their perceived ethnicity or 
religion. The code of practice also advises officers on the criteria for selecting 
individuals for examination and that it should be based on known and suspected 
sources of terrorism and groups individuals involved in terrorist activity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
001.htm#11021424000077 

 
 

Cabinet Office 

£100 million Transition Fund to support charities 
D The Transition Fund is recognition of the important role civil society organisations have 
in supporting people and communities, from providing shelter to homeless people, to 
delivering meals for the elderly, to training for the unemployed.  
Even though 75% of charities receive no funding from the state, some organisations have 
become highly dependent on funding from public bodies and are now being affected by 
the reductions in public spending. 

The money  will fund  the crucial  changes that  these  organisations need to make to take  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000077
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advantage of the new opportunities available to them from opening up public sector 
contracts; these changes may include restructuring, scaling up or merging or diversifying 
income streams. D 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/%C2%A3100-million-transition-fund-support-
charities  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Statement 

Middle East and North Africa 
 

House of Commons 
col 716  The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague):  D There is also a serious risk that Governments will draw the wrong 
conclusion from instability in the middle east and pull back from efforts to restart the 
peace process between Israelis and Palestinians. We should draw the opposite 
conclusion D The Government are a friend to both Israelis and Palestinians. We are 
calling for both sides to show the visionary boldness to return to talks and make genuine 
compromises. D In our view, the entire international community, including the United 
States, should now support 1967 borders as the basis for resumed negotiations. The 
result should be two states, with Jerusalem as the future capital of both, and a fair 
settlement for refugees. D 

 

D I am concerned about instability on the Palestinian side of the negotiations. The right 
hon. Gentleman mentioned the reported offer by the Palestinian chief negotiator to 
resign. There is also the prospect of elections among the Palestinians. D  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/debtext/110214-
0001.htm#11021413000001  
 

col 722  Sir Gerald Kaufman (Manchester, Gorton) (Lab): D last week I led a 
delegation of Members of Parliament and Members of the European Parliament from 
several European countries to visit four refugee camps in Lebanon D I saw there the 
worst conditions I have ever seen in refugee camps-including even those in Gaza-and 
especially in Bourj al-Barajneh, which is a hell on earth. May I put it to the right hon. 
Gentleman that being bred in those refugee camps is an anger and bitterness against 
Israel-with huge numbers of children living in squalor of the worst kind-which will place in 
jeopardy the future existence of the state of Israel unless a settlement is reached soon? 

 

Mr Hague: D Part of the discussions I have with the Israeli Government leaders 
involves pointing out that the long-term trends are against the strategic security of Israel 
and make that harder to guarantee in the future, unless it is possible in the near future to 
make a breakthrough on peace talks with the Palestinians that then unlock the potential 
of a comprehensive peace in the region, with a fair settlement for refugees, which is an 
important aspect. D 

 

col 725  Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): D does [the Foreign 
Secretary] share the view of the Israeli newspaper, Yediot Ah aro not D that it is a little 
worrying that a country that refers to itself as the only democracy in the middle east 
should apparently feel so uncomfortable at having a democracy next door? D 
 

Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): Given the continued belligerence of the Iranian nuclear 
programme, the strengthening of Hezbollah in Lebanon and of Hamas in Gaza, and the 
possible Islamisation of Egypt, does my right hon. Friend agree that Israel is now 
surrounded by Iranian allies or proxies? Does he have an assessment of the security 
threats to Israel and of the peace treaty? 
 

 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/%C2%A3100-million-transition-fund-support-charities
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/%C2%A3100-million-transition-fund-support-charities
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/debtext/110214-0001.htm#11021413000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/debtext/110214-0001.htm#11021413000001
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Mr Hague: Of course there are many security threats to Israel, but the way for Israel to 
chart its way forward away from those threats is to seek urgently the resumption of the 
direct talks with the Palestinians and to find the two-state solution that would ensure that 
many of those threats fell away. D 

 

col 730  Michael Dugher (Barnsley East) (Lab): The Foreign Secretary last week 
visited a number of non-democracies for reasons that we understand and that he has set 
out before the House, but does he feel that in that context, with the benefit of hindsight, it 
was helpful, sensitive or even fair to describe the democratic state of Israel as 
belligerent? 
Mr Hague: I think it right to warn against belligerent language on all sides in this situation 
and not to describe any country as belligerent, but to warn against that and call for a 
reinvigoration of the peace process. I think that that was widely appreciated and perfectly 
well understood in the region. D 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/debtext/11021
4-0002.htm  
 

House of Lords 
D col 529  Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: D We have a particular role in [the 
peace process], and I do not believe that this country is as despised and disliked in the 
Middle East as some Members on some Benches intimated last week. D there are 
issues about Balfour and the history of the situation, but most of the interlocutors in the 
Middle East recognise that this country has a particular role and that it is distinct from 
that of the United States. D 

 

col 531  Lord Howell of Guildford: D Let me go back to the Middle East peace plan D 
Of course we must move forward. Whether that view is taken in Jerusalem by the Israeli 
Government is still an open question. D 

 

col 538 Lord Clinton-Davis: How do the Government intend to press the Israelis and 
the Palestinian Authority to resume the peace process? D Hamas and Hezbollah have 
repeatedly expressed the view that Israel ought to die. Against that background, is there 
any prospect of resuming meaningful discussions between the Israelis and Hamas and 
Hezbollah? D 

 

Baroness Williams of Crosby: D If a democratic Government in Egypt are to accept 
the peace settlement, it is necessary for Israel herself to look again at the settlements 
and the blockade of Gaza in order to persuade the Egyptian people to support, as they 
should, the continuation of peace with Israel D 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214-
0001.htm#1102145000992  

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Solar Power: Israel 
Gordon Banks: To ask the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change whether 
he has had discussions with the Government of Israel on co-operation in the solar power 
industry. [40508] 

Gregory Barker: While DECC does engage with Israel through multilateral fora 
that seek to promote renewable energy, such as the International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA), the Department has not had direct discussions with 
Israel on solar power. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
002.htm#11021426000012  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/debtext/110214-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/debtext/110214-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214-0001.htm#1102145000992
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214-0001.htm#1102145000992
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0002.htm#11021426000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0002.htm#11021426000012
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Israel: Agriculture 
Gordon Banks: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development whether he 
has had discussions with his Israeli counterpart on international co-operation in 
agriculture technology relating to farming in arid conditions. [40507] 

Mr Duncan: No, I have not had any discussions with my Israeli counterpart on 
international co-operation in agriculture technology relating to farming in arid 
conditions.  The UK currently has no direct co-operation with Israel on 
international development. Having recently become a member of the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), we hope Israel will 
consider joining the OECD's Development Assistance Committee. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
002.htm#11021424000099  
 

Gilad Shalit 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent steps he has undertaken to bring about the release of Gilad Shalit; what 
discussion he has had at UN level on the release of Gilad Shalit; and if he will make a 
statement. [R] [39614] 

Alistair Burt: I refer the hon. Member to the response given by my noble Friend, 
the right hon. Lord Howell of Guildford, to my noble Friend Baroness Tonge, on 25 
January 2011, Official Report, House of Lords, column WA139. 
Our embassy officials in Tel Aviv are in touch with Gilad Shalit's parents and their 
representatives whenever there is a development on his case and have held a 
number of meetings with them. We are always open to any requests for meetings 
and offering assistan ce wherever it is feasible. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
001.htm#11021424000021 
 

The response referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110125w0001.htm#110
12564000824 
 

Israel 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the government of Israel on civil unrest in (a) Egypt 
and (b) Lebanon; and if he will make a statement. [39622] 

Alistair Burt: We have a close dialogue with the Government of Israel at 
ministerial and official level. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend, discussed the situation in Lebanon 
with Foreign Minister Lieberman during his visit to London on 24 January 2011. 
Our ambassador in Tel Aviv has also discussed the situation in Egypt with the 
National Security Adviser to Netanyahu underlining our views on the need to 
ensure a peaceful and dignified transition. 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on Israel's security concerns 
since January 2010; and if he will make a statement; [39627] 
(2) what steps he has taken to strengthen relations with the government of Israel since 
July 2010; what steps he plans to take to strengthen such relations in each of the next 
three years; and if he will make a statement. [39739] 

Alistair Burt: We have regular dialogue with the Government of Israel at both 
ministerial and official level. I visited Israel and the Occupied Territories in January 
2011 and met Foreign Minister Lieberman. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend, also visited in November 2011. 
Foreign Minister Lieberman met with the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend, and myself when he visited London 
on 24  January 2011.  Officials  will attend the  Strategic  Dialogue  talks in  March  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0002.htm#11021424000099
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0002.htm#11021424000099
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110125w0001.htm#11012564000824
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110125w0001.htm#11012564000824


 
6

 

2011 in Israel. A wide range of issues were discussed at these various meetings, 
including security. 
We have a strong and productive relationship with the Israelis where we can 
speak frankly to each other. In his press statement of 24 January 2011 the 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend, 
stressed the British Government's commitment to a strong bilateral relationship 
with Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
001.htm#11021424000023  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel about the injury to one boy and the death of another from 
tank shrapnel whilst collecting gravel near the Gaza border with Israel.[HL6395] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): I refer the noble Baroness to my response of 11 January 2011 
(Official Report, col. WA 432). 
The UK is concerned by these reports. While the UK recognises Israel's security 
concerns, we do, however, expect Israel to uphold international and human rights 
law. Officials have made inquiries and understand that there may be a case to 
answer. We continue to follow this. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they are making to 
the government of Israel about the demolition by Israeli forces of 17 houses and a school 
in the Bedouin village of Al-Daqeqa on 12 January.[HL6430] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are aware of this incident following the demolition 
of residential structures in the Bedouin village of Al-Daqeqa. Our embassy in Tel 
Aviv has made enquiries to the Government of Israel about the demolition of 
Bedouin villages in the Negev. 
We call upon Israel to find viable and sustainable solutions to avoid the demolition 
of homes and the destruction of livelihoods this causes and to ensure that the 
2009 Prawer Committee, which was established to implement the 2008 Goldberg 
Commission recommendations, finds solutions to the residential issues of 
Bedouin communities living in the south of Israel. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they are making to 
the Government of Israel about the alleged killing on 7 January by an Israeli soldier of Mr 
Omar al-Qawasmy in the al-Sheikh neighbourhood of Hebron, and the discharge from 
service on 19 January of the individual alleged to be responsible, without criminal 
proceedings. [HL6431] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have not raised this specific case with the Israeli 
Government. However, we have an ongoing dialogue with the Israeli Government 
on human rights. We urge Israel to ensure that all cases where Palestinians are 
killed by Israeli security forces are investigated openly and transparently, and that 
where actions are found to be outside of the military's rules of engagement, 
appropriate action is taken against those involved. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214w0001.htm#110
2142000448  

 

The response referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#110
11155000183  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel about access to Palestinian prisoners by the Red 
Cross and Physicians for Human Rights. [HL6393] 

The  Minister  of  State,  Foreign and  Commonwealth  Office  (Lord Howell of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214w0001.htm#1102142000448
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214w0001.htm#1102142000448
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#11011155000183
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#11011155000183
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Guildford): I refer the noble Baroness to my response of 25 January 2011 
(Official Report, cols. WA 145-46). 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with relevant groups to commemorate Palestinian Nakba Day on 15 May.[HL6394] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have not had any discussions on Palestinian 
Nakba day. However, we are concerned about the breakdown in negotiations on 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and are working closely with the US and the EU to 
see a return to negotiations. My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary has 
made clear that the entire international community, including the US, should 
support 1967 borders as the basis for resumed negotiations. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will discuss with the 
government of the United States recent proposals that they should forgo using the United 
Nations Security Council veto in regard to future Middle East peace 
negotiations.[HL6420] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The draft Palestinian UN Security Council (UNSC) 
resolution on settlements is consistent with our longstanding policy. But focus 
remains on how to secure a return to direct negotiations between the parties. We 
are considering the current draft resolution in this light and are discussing with 
UNSC partners including the US. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they are making to 
the Government of Israel about the wounding of six Palestinians on 13 January in Qasra 
village.[HL6432] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We continue to underline to the Government of Israel 
that settlements are illegal and must stop. My right honourable friend the Foreign 
Secretary discussed these issues with the Israeli Foreign Minister during his visit 
to London on 24 January 2011. My honourable friend, Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State, Alistair Burt, also discussed these points with the Israeli 
Government during his visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on 
18 January 2011. 
We understand that this specific incident took place after Israeli soldiers 
dismantled a settlement on Palestinian land. We will continue to underline the 
need for restraint to avoid needless casualties. 

Lord Hylton 
To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they are making to the 
Government of Israel about the alleged killing during 2010 of 109 Palestinians by Israelis, 
the demolition of 145 Palestinian houses in the West Bank and east Jerusalem, and the 
confiscation of 4,826 dunums of Palestinian land.[HL6433] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I refer the noble Lord to my response of 31 January 
2011, Official Report, col. WA 232. 
We are concerned at what appears to be a sharp increase in the level of 
demolitions and evictions in East Jerusalem and Area C (Palestinian territory 
under Israeli military and civilian control). According to UN statistics, 431 
structures, including 137 homes, were demolished in 2010, affecting 594 people, 
including 299 children. These figures represent a 60 per cent increase in 
demolitions compared to 2009. 
We deplore all civilian casualties that have resulted from the Arab-Israel conflict. 
We recognise Israel's right to defend itself from acts of violence but call on the 
Israeli Government to act with restraint and in accordance with international law. 
We also call on the Palestinian Authority to prevent acts of violence from 
originating in the Occupied Territories. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they will take following the 
recently published recommendation of Professor Richard Falk, United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, that the United 
Nations should include Hamas in peace negotiations. [HL6434] 

Lord  Howell  of  Guildford:  We  have no plans  to  engage  Hamas  in  the  way  
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Professor Richard Falk suggests. We continue to call on Hamas to renounce 
violence and take immediate and concrete steps towards to the quartet principles. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214w0001.htm#110
2142000449  
 

The responses referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110125w0001.htm#110
12564000834  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110131w0001.htm#110
13117000376  
 

West Bank 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the political situation in the West Bank; and if he will 
make a statement. [R] [39617] 

Alistair Burt: I refer my hon. Friend to my response of 7 February 2011, Official 
Report, columns 20-21W. As indicated there, the Quartet met in Munich on 5 
February 2011 to discuss events in the Middle East. 
In their statement they said: "The Quartet reaffirmed that negotiations should lead 
to an outcome that ends the occupation that began in 1967 and resolves all 
permanent status issues, in order to end the conflict and achieve a two-state 
solution. The Quartet reiterates its support for concluding these negotiations by 
September 2011. In its discussions with the parties, the Quartet is giving serious 
consideration to their views on how to bring about resumed negotiations on all 
core issues, including borders and security. 
The Quartet commended President Abbas' leadership of the Palestinian Authority, 
and continued Palestinian statebuilding efforts. It welcomed the package of 
measures announced by Prime Minister Netanyahu and Quartet Representative 
Blair for both the West Bank and Gaza and encourages full implementation and 
additional steps." 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the economic situation in the West Bank; what recent 
discussions he has had with the (a) government of Israel, (b) Palestinian Authority, (c) 
World Bank and (d) International Monetary Fund on the economic situation in the West 
Bank; and if he will make a statement. [39618] 

Alistair Burt: I refer my hon. Friend to my response to him on 10 January 2011, 
Official Report, column 231W. 
On 8 February 2011, I welcomed economic plans for west bank and Gaza and 
underlined the need for full implementation. 
In a statement on 6 February 2011 I said: "The British Government welcomes 
Friday's announcement by Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and Quartet 
Envoy Tony Blair. As Tony Blair said, the practical implementation of these 
measures will be key. We continue to encourage the Government of Israel to 
enable Gaza exports this year to attain the levels of 2007. We strongly echo Tony 
Blair's call for an end to all attacks on Israel from Gaza. We will continue to work 
with the Quartet Representative, the Government of Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority to re-open Gaza for business. The British Government believes that a 
strong economy in the Occupied Territories is key to promoting peace, stability 
and prosperity.  More broadly, the continued occupation is hampering peace, 
economic prosperity and stability in the region. This is not in the interests of either 
the Israelis or the Palestinians. The window for peace in the Middle East is closing 
and, as the Quartet statement yesterday made clear, it is imperative the parties 
return to talks urgently to achieve a two state solution." 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
001.htm#11021424000032  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214w0001.htm#1102142000449
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214w0001.htm#1102142000449
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110125w0001.htm#11012564000834
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110125w0001.htm#11012564000834
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110131w0001.htm#11013117000376
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110131w0001.htm#11013117000376
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000032
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The responses referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110207/text/110207w0
001.htm#11020713000060 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110110/text/110110w0
009.htm#11011132000033  
 

Middle East 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what recent assessment he has made of the extent of arms smuggling into Gaza; what 
discussions he has had since December 2010 with the Government of (a) Israel and (b) 
Egypt on this issue; and if he will make a statement; [R] [39616] 
(2) what recent discussions he has had with (a) the Government of Israel and (b) the 
Palestinian Authority on the position of Hamas on peace talks between the Government 
of Israel and the Palestinian Authority; and if he will make a statement; [R] [39623] 
(3) what his policy is on the recent statement by Hamas on peace talks between the 
Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority; and if he will make a statement; [R] 
[39624] 
(4) what steps he has (a) taken since December 2010 and (b) plans to take during the 
next six months to press Hamas to accept the Quartet Principles and join the 
negotiations between the Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority; and if he 
will make a statement; [R] [39626] 
(5) what recent steps he has taken to assist the Government of Israel in preventing 
weapons smuggling into the Gaza Strip; and if he will make a statement; [R] [39628] 
(6) what steps he has taken to assist the Government of Israel to (a) increase the amount 
of aid entering the Gaza Strip and (b) facilitate exports from the Gaza Strip; and if he will 
make a statement since 1 January 2010. [R] [39629] 

Alistair Burt: I refer my hon. Friend to my responses of 7 February 2011, Official 
Report, columns 22-23W and also of 29 November 2010, Official Report, column 
555W. 
As my hon. Friend is aware, the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) 
(Mr Hague), raised the situation in Gaza with Prime Minister Netanyahu when he 
visited Israel in November. I also discussed Gaza at length with the Israeli Co-
ordinator for Government Activity in the Territories (COGAT), General Dangot, 
when I visited the region on 16-19 January 2011. Officials at our embassy in Tel 
Aviv raise Gaza access with the Government of Israel on a regular basis. We are 
also part of the Gaza Counter Arms Smuggling Initiative and my officials 
participate in regular discussions with key partners, including Israel and the US, 
most recently on 9 February. 
On 8 February 2011 I welcomed economic plans for West Bank and Gaza and 
underlined the need for full implementation. I said: "We continue to encourage the 
Government of Israel to enable Gaza exports this year to attain the levels of 2007. 
We strongly echo Tony Blair's call for an end to all attacks on Israel from Gaza. 
We will continue to work with the Quartet Representative, the Government of 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority to re-open Gaza for business. The British 
Government believes that a strong economy in the Occupied Territories is key to 
promoting peace, stability and prosperity." 
We welcome any progress, such as Israel's approval of the 20 projects in Gaza 
including the seven United Nations Relief and Works Agency schools they 
announced on 4 February 2011 and we encourage more. 
On Hamas, we are concerned by reports that they continue to acquire and test a 
variety of weapons. This is a continuing picture and we are not able to comment 
further on the detail. However, we have long made it clear that the arming and 
funding of Hamas and other Palestinian rejectionist groups is unacceptable. 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110207/text/110207w0001.htm#11020713000060
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110207/text/110207w0001.htm#11020713000060
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110110/text/110110w0009.htm#11011132000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110110/text/110110w0009.htm#11011132000033
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We continue to call on Hamas to take concrete steps towards the Quartet 
principles: renouncing violence, recognising Israel and accepting previously 
signed agreements. 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with his (a) Israeli and (b) Palestinian counterpart on a universal 
statehood strategy since December 2010; what response was received from each; and if 
he will make a statement. [39620] 

Alistair Burt: During my visit to Israel and the Occupied Territories in January, I 
met with Foreign Minister Lieberman and President Abbas. I stressed that the UK 
sees negotiations towards a two state solution as the only way to meet the 
national aspirations of Israelis and Palestinians and lead to a sovereign, viable 
and contiguous Palestinian state living in peace and security alongside a safe and 
secure Israel and their other neighbours in the region. This message was 
reinforced by the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs when 
he met with Foreign Minister Lieberman on 24 January 2011. 
In response, both parties were already aware that this was the UK Government's 
position. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
001.htm#11021424000025  
 

The responses referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110207/text/110207w0
001.htm#11020713000063 
and  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm101129/text/101129w0
004.htm#10112939000020  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (1) whether his Department has allocated funds to the Palestinian authorities for 
the training of police and security forces in the last three years; and if he will make a 
statement; [39038] 
(2) whether his Department has been involved in the training of Palestinian Authority 
personnel in the last three years; and if he will make a statement. [39077] 

Alistair Burt [holding 10 February answer 2011]: The British Government have 
been involved in a programme to build the capacity of the Palestinian security 
forces for a number of years. 
Currently the UK provides direct budgetary support to the Palestinian Authority 
(PA) as part of our commitment to Prime Minister Fayyad's state building agenda. 
Part of his agenda is the reform of the Palestinian Security forces. A condition of 
our memorandum of understanding is that the PA must make progress on human 
rights. 
In addition we offer support through the Middle East and North Africa Conflict Pool 
(MENA CP)-a tri-departmental programme funded jointly by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO), the Ministry of Defence (MoD) and the Department 
for International Development (DfID). Approximately two thirds of the MENA CP 
budget for Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories focuses on improving 
the performance of the Palestinian security sector through a combination of 
support to the United States' Security Co-ordinator (USSC) and to the European 
policing and rule of law missions in the West Bank. The MENA CP support to the 
Palestinian Authority security forces is designed to enhance the forces' 
professionalism and build their capability to improve their performance against 
internationally recognised human rights standards and accountability. 
In recent years, UK programme funds have helped provide technical advice on 
governance, leadership and human rights issues to the Palestinian Security 
Sector, including the Civil Police, Ministry of  Interior and Ministry of Defence.  The  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110207/text/110207w0001.htm#11020713000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110207/text/110207w0001.htm#11020713000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm101129/text/101129w0004.htm#10112939000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm101129/text/101129w0004.htm#10112939000020
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UK condemns any abuse of human rights. We take allegations of human rights 
abuses extremely seriously and are studying recent allegations of mistreatment by 
the Palestinian Authority security forces carefully. I raised the issue of human 
rights abuses when I met Prime Minister Fayyad on his recent visit to the region 
and asked for a concrete assurance that allegations would be investigated and 
appropriate actions taken. Prime Minister Fayyad gave this, noting that the PA 
was addressing this issue not just as a result of international pressure, but 
because he had a deep personal conviction that human rights should be 
respected and at the heart of a future Palestinian state. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
001.htm#11021424000027  
 

Gaza Flotilla 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel about their report on the Gaza flotilla incident.[HL6396] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Government have consistently called for a full, credible, impartial 
and independent investigation into the Gaza flotilla incident. My right honourable 
friend the Foreign Secretary made this clear in his Statement of 15 June 2010 and 
we have consistently underlined these points in our discussions with the 
Government of Israel. 
Part one of the Turkel Commission report appears to be a thorough analysis of the 
evidence before the commission, and included international involvement. The 
participation of Lord Trimble and Brigadier-General Ken Watkin as international 
observers was essential. Both observers stated clearly that they thought that the 
commission was independent. However, it is clear that although the commission 
made efforts to hear both sides, not all relevant evidence was available to the 
commission. This is to be regretted. 
Clearly this is a complex issue. We are studying the report in detail and await the 
second and final part of the report in due course. It is now important that the UN 
Secretary-General's panel of inquiry can draw on the full evidence available as 
part of its own ongoing investigation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214w0001.htm#110
2142000439  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the government of Israel on security threats from (a) 
Gaza, (b) Lebanon and (c) Iran; and if he will make a statement. [39619] 

Alistair Burt: We have regular dialogue with the Government of Israel at both 
ministerial and official level. I visited Israel and the Occupied Territories in January 
2011 and met Foreign Minister Lieberman. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs also visited in November 2011. Foreign Minister 
Lieberman met with the Secretary of State and myself when he visited London on 
24 January 2011. Officials will attend the Strategic Dialogue talks in March 2011 
in Israel. A wide range of issues were discussed at these various meetings, 
including security. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
001.htm#11021424000025  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) if he 
will make it his policy to encourage the leadership of the Palestinian Authority to return to 
direct negotiations with the government of Israel; what recent discussions he has had 
with (a) the government of Israeli and (b) the Palestinian Authority on a return to direct 
negotiations; and if he will make a statement; [39621] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214w0001.htm#1102142000439
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214w0001.htm#1102142000439
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000025
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(2) what steps he has (a) taken since December 2010 and (b) plans to take during the 
next six months to maintain confidence in the peace process between the government of 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority; and if he will make a statement. [39625] 

Alistair Burt: We are concerned with the current impasse in talks and see an 
urgent need for progress. Since December 2010, we have been engaged 
energetically with the parties, the US and the EU. During my visit in mid-January, I 
spoke with President Abbas and urged him to find a way to return to talks. The 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs met Israeli Foreign 
Minister Lieberman when he visited the UK and stressed that the window for 
peace in the middle east is closing, and the continued occupation is eroding 
Israeli security and international support for Israel. The Secretary of State has 
also spoken regularly with Secretary Clinton and EU Ministers on next steps in the 
peace process. We will continue these efforts over the next six months. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0
001.htm#11021424000026  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

 

** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1261502m.125-
131.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html   
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214-
0001.htm#1102145000991  
 

Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/147/2011147.pdf  

 

Explanatory note to Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/147/en/2011147en.pdf  
 

Consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/047/amend/pbc0471502m.1485-
1489.html  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161502m.651-
657.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110214/text/110214w0001.htm#11021424000026
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1261502m.125-131.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1261502m.125-131.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214-0001.htm#1102145000991
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110214-0001.htm#1102145000991
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/147/2011147.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/147/en/2011147en.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/047/amend/pbc0471502m.1485-1489.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/047/amend/pbc0471502m.1485-1489.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161502m.651-657.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161502m.651-657.html


 
13

 

** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Online consultation 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 3 days 
Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
] 

** closes in 3 days 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Review of Crime Statistics (closing date 10 March 2011) 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-
guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-
statistics.html 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  

 
 

National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/  
 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated
	Consultations           ** new or updated

