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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Ethnic Groups: Greater London 
Stephen Hammond: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office (1) what his most recent 
estimate is of the ethnic minority population of each (a) borough and (b) ward in London; 
[38283] 
(2) what estimate he has made of the size of the ethnic minority population of (a) London, 
(b) the London borough of Merton and (c) Merton Park ward; [38459] 
(3) what his most recent estimate is of the number of people in each ethnic group in each 
council ward in the London borough of Merton. [38460] 

Mr Hurd: 3 Letter from Stephen Penneck, dated February 2011: 3 
The term 'ethnic minority' is used in different senses. ONS practice is to use the 
term to mean 'ethnic group other than White British'. 
The most appropriate source of information on the population by ethnic group for 
London boroughs is the Population Estimates by Ethnic Group. The latest 
estimates from this source relate to 2007 3  The latest estimates of the population 
by ethnic group for wards are those from the 2001 Census.  3 

To read the relevant tables see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110209/text/110209w0
006.htm#11020983000157  
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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-7928 Ken Macintosh: The Life and Works of the Rev Ernest Levy—That the 
Parliament congratulates Edinburgh’s library service for its work in preserving and 
exhibiting the archives of the Rev Ernest Levy; recognises the warmth and humanity of 
what it considers this remarkable individual, qualities that endured despite his ordeal at 
the hands of the Nazis in the concentration camps of the Second World War; praises the 
work of Ernest Levy in sharing his experience as a Holocaust survivor with successive 
generations through his writing, interviews and particularly his talks with school pupils; 
appreciates the generosity of Ernest’s family,  including his daughter,  Judith, in gifting his  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110209/text/110209w0006.htm#11020983000157
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110209/text/110209w0006.htm#11020983000157
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manuscripts, pictures, music and memoirs to Edinburgh City Libraries in his adopted 
homeland of Scotland, and welcomes the legacy that Ernest has left, not of bitterness 
and suffering but of life and hope. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=20783  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gilad Shalit 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent progress he has made in efforts to (a) encourage the release of and (b) allow Red 
Cross access to Corporal Gilad Shalit. [39343] 

Alistair Burt: I refer the hon. Member to my right hon. Friend Lord Howell of 
Guildford's response of 25 January 2011, Official Report, House of Lords, column 
WA139. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110209/text/110209w0
002.htm#11020974000033 

 

The House of Lords answer referred to 3can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110125w0001.htm#110
12564000824  

 
Middle East: Peace Negotiations 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of steps taken by (a) Algeria, (b) Morocco, (c) Tunisia 
and (d) Lebanon in implementing the requirements to promote trade and co-operation 
with other countries in the region, including Israel, in their association agreements with 
the EU. [39354] 

Alistair Burt: While we have not held discussions with EU counterparts 
specifically on using the Association Agreement to encourage these countries to 
recognise Israel, regional integration and co-operation are important parts of 
European Union Association Agreements and the wider Neighbourhood policy. 
The External Action Service and European Commission undertake assessments 
of progress against association agreements. This includes information on regional 
co-operation. 
The latest assessments by country are at:  
http://eeas.europa.eu/countries/index_en.htm 
The EU-Lebanon Action Plan, which implements the Association Agreement, 
includes an objective that furthers development of co-operation between the EU 
and Lebanon in the context of the Middle East Peace Process, which is pursued 
on the ground and in Brussels. 
Regarding Israel specifically, our position is set out in the Foreign Affairs Council 
conclusions of December 2010, which noted: "The EU recalls that peace in the 
Middle East should be comprehensive and reiterates the importance of 
negotiations on the Israel-Syria and Israel-Lebanon tracks. Peace should lead to 
the full integration of Israel in its regional environment, along the lines set out in 
the Arab Peace Initiative". 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110209/text/110209w0
002.htm#11020974000038  
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Israel 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government, following Israel's withdrawal from 

Ghajar, what steps they have taken to ensure that Hizbollah is not able to use it as a 
base to attack Israel.[HL6330] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We welcome Israel's recent announcement of its intention to accept 
proposals put forward by the UN and the UN Interim Force in Lebanon to withdraw 
Israel Defence Force troops from the northern part of Ghajar. Talks to finalise 
plans for the withdrawal are not yet complete and we all on Israel and the UN to 
work together to agree practical measures to implement this proposal as soon as 
is possible.  We continue to call on all parties to fulfil their obligations under UN 
Security Council Resolution 1701. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110209w0001.htm#110
20976000487  

 
Israel and Palestine 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they will take to include 
Hamas and Hizbollah in wider Middle East peace negotiations.[HL6308] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We firmly believe that peace in the Middle East should be a 
comprehensive peace, and all parties should behave constructively in ways which 
help the prospect of peace and negotiations between the Palestinians and the 
Israelis and on the Israel-Lebanon track. 
We urge Hamas to accept the quartet conditions and make credible movement 
towards renouncing violence, recognising Israel and accepting previously signed 
agreements. Peace should lead to the full integration of Israel in its regional 
environment, along the lines set out in the Arab Peace Initiative. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110209w0001.htm#110
20976000488  
 

Palestine 
Lord Dykes:To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they intend to make 
about the President of the Palestinian Authority following election laws and submitting 
himself for re-election.[HL6307] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK is disappointed that elections did not take place in 2010, but 
understands the difficulties facing President Abbas and the Palestinian Authority 
(PA) in organising national elections while Hamas remains in control of Gaza and 
refuses to allow the PA to operate freely in the territory. We would like to see free 
and fair elections take place as soon as possible but have significant concerns 
that elections in Gaza at this time would be neither. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110209w0001.htm#110
20976000491  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110209w0001.htm#11020976000487
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Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html   
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110209-
0001.htm#11020963000889 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110209-
0003.htm#1102105000320  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  

  
Scottish Parliament 

Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  

 
 

National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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