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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Schools: Religious Practice 
Mr Sanders: To ask the Secretary of State for Education if he will estimate the rate of 
adherence by (a) primary and (b) secondary schools to the requirement to hold a daily 
act of collective worship of a wholly or mainly Christian character. [33521] 

Mr Gibb: All maintained schools must provide a daily act of collective worship for 
all registered pupils which reflects the traditions of this country which are, in the 
main, broadly Christian-although voluntary and foundation schools with a religious 
character can hold collective worship in accordance with the tenets of their faith. 
Accountability for adherence to the law governing collective worship rests with the 
head teacher, the school governors and the local authority which are collectively 
responsible for providing a daily act of collective worship. 
There is no national data available about schools' compliance with their 
obligations for providing a daily act of collective worship, and therefore we cannot 
estimate the number of maintained primary and secondary schools which adhere 
to the requirement to hold a daily act of collective worship of a wholly or mainly 
Christian character. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0
001.htm#11020450000062  
 

Collective Worship 
Chris Ruane: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office how many and what proportion 
of people participated in a regular weekly act of worship in each of the last 10 years. 
[38507] 

Andrew Stunell: I have been asked to reply. 
We are not aware of any source of data on the number or proportion of people 
who have participated in a regular weekly act of worship in each of the last 10 
years. The Citizenship Survey, does, however collect data on the proportion of 
people aged 16 years and over in England and Wales who consider that they are 
practising a religion. Data are available for 2003, 2005, 2007-08, 2008-09 and 
2009-10. Table 1 shows the proportion and estimated number of people aged 16 
and over in England and Wales who considered that they were practising a 
religion. 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0001.htm#11020450000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0001.htm#11020450000062
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Table 1: The percentage and estimated number of people aged 16 and over who 
considered they were practising a religion, England and Wales, 2003 to 2009-10 

 Percentage Estimated number (Thousand )( 1) 

2003(2) 27 11,274 

2005(3) 29 12,666 

2007-08 30 13,121 

2008-09 30 13,274 

2009-10 29 13,127 
(1) Estimated numbers are calculated by applying proportions from the Citizenship 
Survey to the Office for National Statistics Mid-Year Population Estimates (England and 
Wales) for people aged 16 and over. (2) In the 2003 Citizenship survey all respondents 
were asked 'Do you actively practise any religion now'? (3) From 2005 onwards all 
Citizenship Survey respondents who said that they had a religion were asked, 'Do you 
consider that you are actively practising your religion?' The estimate shown is as a 
proportion of all people, including those with 'no religion'. 
 

In 2009-10, 29% of people were actively practising a religion in England and 
Wales. Levels are unchanged on all previous comparable years (back to 2005 
when the new question format was introduced). 
It should be noted that estimates on religious practice are derived from questions 
which ask respondents whether they consider that they are actively practising 
their religion. Respondents are not provided with any guidance on what 
constitutes 'actively practising' and they are not asked what their active practise 
consists of in terms of regularity or type of activity. The measure will include 
people who participate in a regular weekly act of worship but will also include 
other types of, and frequency of, religious practice. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110208/text/110208w0
003.htm#11020866000073  
 

 
Home Affairs Committee 

The Government's Review of Counter-Terrorism: oral evidence to the committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmhaff/uc675-
iii/uc67501.htm  

 
 
Northern Ireland Executive 

Health Minister launches new Code of Conduct for Healthcare Chaplains 
C “The Code gives clear guidance on the standards expected of our chaplains and the 
principles they should adhere to, including maintaining trust, keeping personal and 
professional boundaries and respecting confidentiality. C It is vital that spiritual services 
are delivered appropriately to patients and their families. One of the aims of this Code is 
to enable chaplaincy services to meet the needs of the increasingly multi-cultural and 
spiritually diverse society that continues to grow in Northern Ireland.”C 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-dhssps-090211-health-minister-launches  
 
Code of Conduct for Healthcare Chaplains 
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/nihca-code_of-conduct.pdf  

 

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110208/text/110208w0003.htm#11020866000073
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110208/text/110208w0003.htm#11020866000073
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmhaff/uc675-iii/uc67501.htm
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-dhssps-090211-health-minister-launches
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/nihca-code_of-conduct.pdf
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Simon Danczuk: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions his has had with his Israeli counterpart on the Knesset's 
approval of investigations into the funding of human and civil rights groups operating in 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. [37189] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware that some organisations may face probes into their 
funding following a Knesset decision to order the House Committee to examine 
setting up a parliamentary panel of inquiry. The House Committee will now decide 
whether to set up an investigation, and the Knesset will consider the issue again 
before any committee is set up. 
Our ambassador in Tel Aviv discussed the issue with Israeli ambassador to the 
UK Ron Prosor shortly after the Knesset vote. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0
001.htm#11020450000083  
 

Palestinians: Festivals and Special Occasions 
Mr Mark Williams: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether the Government has any plans to mark Palestinian Nakba day on 15 May 2011. 
[37108] 
Alistair Burt: We do not have plans to mark Palestinian Nakba day. However we are 
concerned about the breakdown in negotiations on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and are 
working closely with the US and the EU to see a return to negotiations. The Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs has made clear that the entire international 
community, including the US, should support 1967 borders as the basis for resumed 
negotiations. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0
001.htm#11020450000084  
 

Egypt: Politics and Government 
Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the likely effect of instability in Egypt on UK relations with 
Israel. [38307] 

Alistair Burt: The UK remains a firm friend of Israel. The situation in Egypt does 
not change that. We remain of the view that there needs to be progress on the 
middle east peace process. We are working closely with the US and the EU to 
see a return to direct negotiations. 

Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will 
assess the effect of the current political situation in Egypt on that country's ability to curb 
the smuggling of weapons to Hamas. [38366] 

Alistair Burt: We are gravely concerned by the ongoing political unrest in Egypt. 
There has also been some unrest close to the Egyptian border with Gaza. 
We are aware of reports that the Egyptian army, deployed to the Sinai with Israeli 
agreement, has acted to close down the tunnels to Gaza. We are unable to verify 
these reports and at present, it is unclear whether recent events in Cairo and 
Alexandria have impacted on the Egyptian Army's capacity elsewhere in the 
country. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110208/text/110208w0
004.htm#11020866000105  

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0001.htm#11020450000083
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0001.htm#11020450000083
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0001.htm#11020450000084
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0001.htm#11020450000084
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110208/text/110208w0004.htm#11020866000105
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110208/text/110208w0004.htm#11020866000105
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United Nations 

Egypt's 'key role' in Middle East peace must be preserved in any transition – Ban 
Egypt under President Hosni Mubarak has played a key role in seeking peace between 
Israel and the Palestinians and this role must be preserved in any transition stemming 
from the current mass protests C The President himself, Mubarak himself, has been 
playing a key role in this process,” [Ban] told reporters after briefing the Security Council 
on his recent participation in a high-level meeting in Munich to further the Middle East 
peace process. The very strategic role which Egypt has been playing in the overall 
Middle East peace process should also be preserved. C this transition should be orderly 
and peaceful so that there should not be any negative sudden impact.” C 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37494&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
European foreign policy chief reaffirms commitment to strong UN 
C Addressing the 15-member body as part of its periodic review of cooperation between 
the UN and regional organizations, [Catherine Ashton] highlighted the many 
convergences of ideals and collaboration in work between the EU and the world body. 
Citing the EU’s participation with the UN, Russia and the United States in the Quartet, 
which seeks a two-State solution to the Middle East conflict based on Israel and 
Palestine living side by side as sovereign nations in peace and security, Ms. Ashton 
stressed that Europe is at the forefront of providing budgetary support and assistance on 
security to the Palestinian Authority to lay the foundations of a future Palestinian State.  
On Gaza, which is under Israeli blockade, she reiterated calls, also made by the UN, for 
unconditional opening of crossings while addressing Israeli legitimate security needs.  
“This Council knows well the great needs of the people of Gaza. The EU is fully 
committed to support them. I have proposed a comprehensive package of EU support for 
the Gaza crossings, focusing on infrastructure, equipment and training,” she said. C 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37488&Cr=european+union&Cr1=  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Iran: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received about the dissemination of anti-Semitic material by Iran; 
what steps he has (a) taken and (b) plans to take in the next six months at the United 
Nations on this issue; and if he will make a statement. [38036] 

Alistair Burt: I remain deeply concerned at reports of ongoing anti-Semitic 
remarks in Iran, and attempts to cast doubt on the historical accuracy of the 
holocaust, including by senior members of the Government. We continue to take a 
strong stand against such remarks, including in international forums such as the 
UN. We will work closely with other countries to ensure that future meetings on 
racism at the UN address all forms of racism, including anti-Semitism, and do not 
become platforms for the dissemination of deeply offensive anti-Semitic 
viewpoints. On Holocaust memorial day last week we underlined our commitment 
to ensuring that the horror of the holocaust is not forgotten and never repeated. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0
001.htm#11020450000080  

TOP 
 

 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/sg/offthecuff.asp?nid=1719
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37494&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37488&Cr=european+union&Cr1
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0001.htm#11020450000080
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110204/text/110204w0001.htm#11020450000080
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
 

Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmp
ublic/localism/110208/am/110208s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbil
ls/126/pro1260802p.25-28.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011//cmb
ills/126/amend/pbc1260802m.73-79.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html   
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110208-
0001.htm#11020837000989  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110208/am/11
0208s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110208/pm/11
0208s01.htm  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/044/amend/ml044-iii.pdf  

  
Scottish Parliament 

** Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
 

Government response to the Stage 1 report 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/hs/inquiries/CertificationOfDeathBill/doc
uments/ResponsefromtheMinisterforPublicHealthandSporttoStage1reportonCertificationo
fDeathScotl.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  

 
 

National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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