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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Ministerial Correction 
Anti-Semitism 

The following is an extract from the closing speech by the Under-Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government, the hon. Member for Hazel Grove (Andrew Stunell) 
, in the Adjournment Debate on Anti-Semitism secured by the hon. Member for 
Bassetlaw (John Mann) on 20 January 2011. 
Andrew Stunell: ...I know from my previous visits to the area that the security required 
there is a shock to all non-Jewish visitors, who expect a primary school to be a primary 
school, perhaps not with open access, but certainly with friendly, welcoming access 
rather than high fences and armed guards. 
[Official Report, 20 January 2011, Vol. 521, c. 365WH.] 
Letter of correction from Mr Andrew Stunell: 
An error has been identified in my closing speech in the Adjournment Debate on Anti-
Semitism on 20 January 2011. The revision is required to avoid the impression that there 
are armed guards at Jewish Faith Schools. 
The correct answer should have been: 
Andrew Stunell: ...I know from my previous visits to the area that the security required 
there is a shock to all non-Jewish visitors, who expect a primary school to be a primary 
school, perhaps not with open access, but certainly with friendly, welcoming access 
rather than high fences and armed by guards. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110127/corrtext/11012
7c0001.htm#11012782000006  

 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Academic Freedom 
Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what steps 
his Department is taking to address extremism on university campuses. [36666] 

Mr Willetts: A number of steps have been taken to address extremism on campus 
over the past three years: 
Each university has a designated police officer with whom the university 
management team can discuss issues relating to extremism, radicalisation and 
recruitment by terrorist organisations; 
Guidance was given to all institutions on how to manage the risk of violent 
extremism occurring and how to promote campus cohesion; 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/halltext/110120h0001.htm#column_365WH
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110127/corrtext/110127c0001.htm#11012782000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110127/corrtext/110127c0001.htm#11012782000006
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The National Union of Students work closely with their student societies to help 
them understand the risks associated with invitation to extreme speakers. 
Universities are now more aware of the risks and how to manage them but we 
recognise that more needs to be done. As part of the review of the Prevent 
strategy currently under way, we will be considering what additional activity we 
need to undertake with the university sector to increase their resilience to 
extremism and to enable them to give more effective and earlier support to 
students who may be vulnerable to the effects of extremist activity on campus. 
This review, which is being led by the Home Office, is expected to be completed 
by the middle of February, with a new Prevent strategy published before Easter 
2011. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110127/text/110127w0
004.htm#11012780000060  

 
Civil Partnership Ceremonies 

4. Bob Blackman (Harrow East) (Con): What her policy is on the hosting of civil 
partnership ceremonies in religious establishments. [36325] 

The Secretary of State for the Home Department and Minister for Women and 
Equalities (Mrs Theresa May): In June 2010, the Government published "Working 
for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Equality", which made a commitment 
to talk to interested groups about what the next step should be for civil 
partnerships, including on this issue. The Government have held a number of 
meetings on the topic with various groups, including those representing faith 
groups, lesbian, gay and bisexual people and the registration service. We will 
announce the next steps in due course. 

Bob Blackman: I thank my right hon. Friend for that answer. Many religious groups are 
openly hostile to the concept of civil partnerships because it offends their religious 
doctrine. Lord Alli's amendment in the other place would permit ceremonies within 
religious establishments. Will my right hon. Friend confirm that the Government do not 
intend to introduce compulsion to religious organisations that do not want to have civil 
partnerships in their buildings? 

Mrs May: My hon. Friend raises an important point. This was a significant part of 
the debate when Lord Alli's amendment to the then Equality Bill went through in 
the House of Lords before the general election. It is clear in his amendment that 
this is a permissive power, and that is the basis on which the Government are 
operating. We have no intention of introducing any element of compulsion. It will 
be for religious groups and faith groups to decide whether they wish to take up this 
opportunity. 

Chris Bryant (Rhondda) (Lab): I do not think anybody wants a form of compulsion that 
forces churches to do anything they do not want to in this field. That is a bit of a red 
herring. The right hon. Lady has said that the Government are considering allowing the 
use of religious rituals, ceremony and symbols at civil partnerships. If she is going to do 
that for civil partnerships, may I urge her to do it for civil weddings? Many people do not 
want to get married in church but would none the less like to have some religious 
readings or music. 

Mrs May: In response to the hon. Gentleman's first comment about no 
compulsion, I am grateful that he supports Government policy on that issue. He is 
right that extending the ability to have religious elements to a civil partnership 
ceremony or to hold such partnership ceremonies on religious premises raises an 
issue about the equality with civil marriage. We are taking steps as regards the 
Lord Alli amendment and we will make announcements in due course. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110127/debtext/110127-
0001.htm#11012762000029 
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John McDonnell (1360) Never Again for Anyone Initiative -That this House welcomes 
the Never Again For Anyone Initiative by survivors and descendents of survivors of 
genocides, which declares that every life is of value; notes that disabled people were the 
first victims of Nazi mass murder, that working class activists and trade unionists, many 
of whom were Jewish, were the first to be sent to concentration camps, and that Nazism 
targeted not only Jewish but also Roma, Jehovah's Witnesses, lesbian, gay and bisexual 
people and others they deemed undesirables; and therefore supports the call for 
international awareness of all communities and countries who have suffered and resisted 
mass extermination by renaming Holocaust Memorial Day as Genocide Memorial Day - 
Never Again For Anyone. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=42381&SESSION=905  

 
 
Scotland Office 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
Commenting on Holocaust Memorial Day, the Secretary of State for Scotland Michael 
Moore said: "The Holocaust commemorates the darkest hour in European history. Sixty 
six years ago today the Red Army liberated the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp, where 
over one million Jews perished. We have a duty to ensure that the memory of the 
genocide of six million European Jews in the Second World War endures. They came 
from all across Europe and spanned generations - from the smallest babies to the old 
and the frail. It is right that we remember, and I applaud the work of groups like the 
Holocaust Educational Trust and the Board of Deputies of British Jews for the ongoing 
work in Holocaust remembrance. As the ranks of Holocaust survivors dwindle in number 
we will ensure their memory lives on. Unforgivably, there is a minority in our society who 
deny the Holocaust and vent anti-semitic prejudices. There is no place for this hate in 
modern Scotland. We will do our utmost to make sure that the power of democracy 
overcomes the scourge of anti-semitism." 
http://www.scotlandoffice.gov.uk/scotlandoffice/14854.html  
 

 
Northern Ireland Executive 

Junior Minister hosts Holocaust ‘Untold Stories’ event 
H Junior Minister Newton said: “On Holocaust Memorial Day 2011 we can, in numerous 
ways make Untold Stories part of our safer future. H We can make the lessons of these 
stories an inspiration for our behaviour. We can remember those millions of individuals 
whose opportunity to live full and happy lives was so cruelly taken from them.”  Attending 
the Craigavon Civic Centre event are members of the local Jewish community and 
representatives from a range of faith communities, ethnic minority and other groups. H 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-ofmdfm-280111-junior-minister-hosts  

 
 
United Nations 

UN marks Holocaust memorial day with exhibitions and pledges of 'never again' 
The United Nations today honoured the memory of the estimated six million Jews and 
countless  others  who perished in the  Nazi death  camps of the  Second World War with  
 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=42381&SESSION=905
http://www.scotlandoffice.gov.uk/scotlandoffice/14854.html
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-ofmdfm-280111-junior-minister-hosts
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ceremonies around the world and pledges to wipe genocide off the face of the Earth. H 
“Mothers and daughters, grandmothers, sisters and aunts, they saw their lives 
irrevocably changed, their families separated and their traditions shattered,” Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon said in a message. “Yet, despite appalling acts of discrimination, 
deprivation and cruelty, they consistently found ways to fight back against their 
persecutors. 
“They joined the resistance, rescued those in peril, smuggled food into ghettos and made 
wrenching sacrifices to keep their children alive. Their courage continues to inspire. On 
this Holocaust Remembrance Day, let us honour these women and their legacy. 
“Let us pledge to create a world where such atrocities can never be repeated. We are all 
aware that such a future has yet to arrive,” said the Secretary-General. H  
UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Robert Serry led a delegation 
of senior UN staff to Yad Vashem, the Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem, to 
commemorate the International Day. As part of their visit, Mr. Serry and Deputy Special 
Coordinator Maxwell Gaylard laid a wreath in the Hall of Remembrance to remember the 
six million Jews, and others, killed by the Nazis. 
Exhibitions on the Holocaust are being held at various UN offices, including New York, 
Vienna and Paris, with a travelling exhibit due to visit other centres, including in Africa, all 
stressing the categorical imperative of never allowing such a catastrophe to be 
perpetrated again. H 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37397&Cr=holocaust&Cr1=  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have made 
representations to the government of Israel following the arrest of Dr Omar Abdul Razeq, 
a member of the Palestinian Legislative Council, at Salfit earlier this month; and whether 
they have been informed of whether he has since been released and his possessions 
returned.[HL5925] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We understand that Dr Omar Abdul Razeq was arrested on 11 
January 2011 at his home in the city of Salfit. He appeared at court on 18 January 
2011 when he was remanded in custody for a further eight days to allow additional 
time for questioning. The next hearing in his case will be held on 25 or 26 January 
2011. No formal charges have yet been brought against him. We are not aware 
that his possessions have been returned to him or his family. 
Our consulate in Jerusalem continues to monitor the case and is in contact with Dr 
Omar Abdul Razeq's lawyer. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the position of European Union diplomats that east Jerusalem should be treated as the 
future capital of Palestine; and whether they will support that move.[HL5936] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We support the position set out in the December 2010 
EU Foreign Affairs Council conclusions that a way must be found through 
negotiations to resolve the status of Jerusalem as the future capital of both Israel 
and Palestine. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110127w0001.htm#110
12757000550  

 

http://www.un.org/sg/
http://www.un.org/sg/
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=5055
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37397&Cr=holocaust&Cr1
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110127w0001.htm#11012757000550
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110127w0001.htm#11012757000550
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Robert Halfon (1349) Treatment of prisoners by the Palestinian Authority  
(Text included in yesterday’s Political Afffairs Brief) 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=42368&SESSION=905  
 

 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary answers Middle East foreign policy questions on Twitter  
Foreign Secretary William Hague answered questions about the UK’s policies on Syria, 
Lebanon and the Middle East Peace Process as part of his visit to Damascus.  
Q. does the UK consider Hizbollah a terrorist organization. Also, how do we make sure 
aid is kept out the hands of such groups  
A. Hezbollah’s military wing is banned in the UK as a terrorist group. We take great care 
that UK aid does not go near such groups 
Q. Can the UK government help achieve peace in Palestine while maintaining their 
traditional bias towards Israel?  
A. We support the legitimate aspirations of both Israelis & Palestinians. Both deserve a 
better future  
Q. what relationship do you envisage the UK having with Hizbullah especially after the 
appointment of Mikati as PM?  
A. We don’t talk to Hezbollah. We will judge the new gov on its policies, actions & its 
support from the Lebanese people #fsinsyria 
Q. What is the Brit Gvt's position on Israel's blockade of Gaza? If against, will any action 
against Israel be taken?  
A. Israel has a right to security. But blockade of Gaza is counterproductive & should be 
lifted H 
Q. @BoardofDeputies: Will @williamjhague ask the Syrian govt, whose capital hosts 
Hamas military HQ, to work towards the release of Gilad Shalit?  
A. @BoardofDeputies I met Gilad’s parents in Israel. Everyone who can help bring Gilad 
home should do so H 
To read the complete exchange see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=540938782  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

General Affairs Council/Foreign Affairs Council 
The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): The Foreign Affairs Council and 
General Affairs Council will meet in Brussels on 31 January. My Right hon. Friend the 
Foreign Secretary will attend the Foreign Affairs Council. I will attend the General Affairs 
Council. H 
Freedom of Religion 
In response to the recent attacks against religious communities in a number of countries, 
we expect conclusions to be adopted on the issue of "Intolerance, discrimination and 
violence on the basis of religion or belief". We believe these conclusions should send a 
strong statement of the Council's condemnation of these events and its commitment to 
upholding the  right to  freedom of religion or belief.  We also believe that the  conclusions  
 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=42368&SESSION=905
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=540938782
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should signal the European Union's determination to promote freedom of religious belief 
through a clear commitment to undertake further practical measures in this area. H  
Middle East Peace Process 
Baroness Ashton will report back from her recent trip to the middle east (see link), and 
outline preparations for the 5 February Quartet meeting in Munich. We also expect her to 
update Ministers on progress for proposals to improve the humanitarian situation in Gaza 
that were agreed at the FAC in December 2010.  
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/118717.pdf 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110127/wmstext/11012
7m0001.htm#11012755000012  

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religious Intolerance 
Lord Elton: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answers by Lord 
Howell of Guildford on 10 January (WA 400 and 415), whether, in determining what 
representations to make to the governments of other countries about discrimination, they 
regard a sustained exodus of members of a religious minority as one indicator of the 
extent of discrimination against members of that minority in that country.[HL6027] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Persecution of religious groups or minorities manifests itself in a 
variety of ways. A sustained exodus of members of a religious minority can be 
one indicator of such persecution or discrimination. But persecution of religious 
groups or minorities frequently manifests itself in a variety of ways. Our overseas 
missions have a responsibility to monitor the human rights in their host countries 
and routinely raise our concerns with their Governments. Where possible our 
embassies take action on individual cases where persecution or discrimination 
has occurred and lobby for changes in discriminatory practices and laws. We 
condemn all instances of violence and discrimination against individuals and 
groups because of their faith or belief. 

Lord Elton: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answers by Lord 
Howell of Guildford on 10 January (WA 400 and 415), whether, in determining the 
priorities, care and vigour with which they promote the interests of religious minorities in 
other countries, they take full account of the history and the constitution of the United 
Kingdom. [HL6028] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: In his speech on Britain's values in a networked world, 
on 15 September 2010, my right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary made it 
clear that the UK "must have a foreign policy based on values, as an extension of 
our identity as a society", and that we "should always seek to reflect the best of 
British society". This includes our tolerance of all religions in the UK. We reflect 
this internationally in the work the Foreign and Commonwealth Office undertakes 
to support the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief and the 
right to freedom of opinion and expression as set out in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as 
well as the full implementation of the 1981 United Nations Declaration on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or 
Belief. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110127w0001.htm#110
12757000555  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 
Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110127/am/110127
s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110127/pm/110127
s01.htm  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1262701a.25-
28.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/ml026-xiv.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 
Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110127/am/11
0127s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110127/pm/11
0127s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1162701p.15-21.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1162701a.313.
html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 

 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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