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Holocaust 

United Nations 

UN has duty to speak out for human rights, Ban says at Holocaust event 
The United Nations, which was created in the aftermath of the Second World War, has a 
duty to stand up and speak out for human rights and offer a voice to the voiceless, 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today at an event to remember the victims of the 
Holocaust.  
“The United Nations was created in hope, and hope is what it stands for to this day,” he 
said in remarks at Manhattan's Park East Synagogue, ahead of the next week's 
International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust. 3 
“Above all, let us renew our collective determination to never allow such a terrible 
passage of history to happen again,” he told the congregants, which included some 
survivors of the Holocaust. 
“For me, for many people in the world, you are symbols – symbols of human endurance, 
symbols of hope, symbols of the redemptive power of remembrance. 3 Above all, it is a 
day to speak out 3 against those who would deny the Holocaust, who would diminish it 
or 'explain' it away. 3” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37353&Cr=holocaust&Cr1=  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the government of Israel about the demolition of a mosque at Yasra, near Tubas in the 
West Bank, on 25 November 2010, and about the burning of the Al Qassam graveyard in 
Haifa on 2 December; and what further steps they plan to take.[HL5647] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): As the noble Lord is aware,  the UK  has a strong  record  of  lobbying  
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hard on issues relating to house demolitions and we regularly raise our concerns 
with the Israeli authorities. We are particularly concerned at a recent sharp 
increase in demolitions and evictions in East Jerusalem and Area C. We are 
monitoring the situation closely and will continue to raise the matter with the Israeli 
Government as necessary. 
We are also concerned about reports of what appear to be religiously motivated 
violence such as the example you mention in Haifa, though we do not draw a link 
with the demolition of the mosque near Tubas. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
evidence provided by Defence for Children International that the Israeli Army has used 
children as human shields since at least 2002, contrary to the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, and continues to do so, despite the ruling by Israel's Supreme Court in 2005; 
and what action they plan to take.[HL5648] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We condemn the use of civilians as human shields. 
This is strictly forbidden under Israeli law, in line with the Fourth Geneva 
Convention's proscription of the procedure. 
We welcomed the investigation of two Israeli soldiers who were convicted of using 
a Palestinian boy as a human shield during Operation Cast Lead. They both 
received suspended sentences and have been demoted. 
Such incidents highlight the need for Israel's investigations into allegations in the 
Goldstone Report and those made by non-governmental organisations to be 
transparent, independent and credible. We continue to make this clear. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the three members of the Palestinian 
Legislative Council who have been threatened with deportation from East Jerusalem and 
have been sheltering in the Red Cross since July.[HL5744] 

Lord Howell of Guildford:  The  Government  are  concerned  about the potential 
political deportations. Forcible transfer of people out of the city for political reasons 
is illegal under international humanitarian law. 
The EU has raised these cases with the Israeli Government, making its views 
clear. Our embassy in Tel Aviv has also raised these cases with Israel's Deputy 
Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon. The UK was part of a joint European delegation 
that attended the Supreme Court hearing on the case of Mr Muhammed Abu Teir. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110121w0001.htm#110
12146000105  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel regarding the use of tear gas in Bi'lin on 1 January 
which caused the death of a Palestinian girl.[HL5748] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are concerned about the death of Jawaher Abu Rahmah who was 
reportedly killed by inhalation of teargas during a protest in her West Bank village 
of Bi'lin on 1 January 2011. Officials from our Consulate-General in Jerusalem 
visit Bi'lin on a regular basis to monitor the situation. 
We support Palestinians' legitimate right to non-violent protest against the Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank. The UK also supports Israel's right to defend itself. 
However, we are concerned by non-governmental organisation reports of 
disproportionate force used by the Israeli authorities in response to 
demonstrations. We continue to call upon the Israeli Government to act with 
restraint and in accordance with international law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110121w0001.htm#110
12146000106  
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United Nations 

UN envoy welcomes meeting between Israeli and Palestinian Olympic committees 
The United Nations special envoy on sport has welcomed a meeting between 
representatives of the Israeli and Palestinian Olympic committees, who met to discuss 
issues such as the free movement of both Israeli and Palestinian athletes, coaches, 
officials and sport material. 
Wilfried Lemke, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Sport for Development and 
Peace, said yesterday’s meeting in Lausanne, Switzerland, was “held in a very 
constructive and cooperative spirit.” The meeting, held under the auspices of the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC), was an example of how sport can bridge divides 
and be used as a tool for initiating dialogue between two sides, he said. 3 
The issue of supporting the development of Palestinian sport was also discussed at 
length and the IOC agreed to provide expert advice on developing a Palestinian sports 
development strategy, while the Israeli Olympic Committee agreed to offer training 
opportunities to Palestinian athletes. 3 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37349&Cr=lemke&Cr1=  
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Other Relevant Information 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Job vacancy: Adviser on Combating Anti-Semitism 
https://employment.osce.org/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?akRegionCode=IRC_VIS_VAC_DISPLAY
_PAGE&akRegionApplicationId=800&OASF=IRC_VIS_VAC_DISPLAY&OAHP=IRC_EXT
_SITE_VISITOR_APPL&transactionid=524261915&retainAM=N&addBreadCrumb=RP&p
_svid=97168&p_spid=3297667&oapc=9&oas=DMzHLMIdr5BohaaNpAaSEw..  
 
 

European Sociological Association 

Call for papers on Ethnic Relations, Racism and Antisemitism  
The 10th Conference of the European Sociological Association in Geneva 7th--�10th 
September 2011 on the topic "Social Relations in Turbulent Times"  3 [will] include 
sessions that focus on methods and methodology for researching the fields of racism and 
anti-Semitism. 
http://www.esa10thconference.com/CFP_website/CfpRN_31.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37349&Cr=lemke&Cr1
https://employment.osce.org/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?akRegionCode=IRC_VIS_VAC_DISPLAY_PAGE&akRegionApplicationId=800&OASF=IRC_VIS_VAC_DISPLAY&OAHP=IRC_EXT_SITE_VISITOR_APPL&transactionid=524261915&retainAM=N&addBreadCrumb=RP&p_svid=97168&p_spid=3297667&oapc=9&oas=DM
https://employment.osce.org/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?akRegionCode=IRC_VIS_VAC_DISPLAY_PAGE&akRegionApplicationId=800&OASF=IRC_VIS_VAC_DISPLAY&OAHP=IRC_EXT_SITE_VISITOR_APPL&transactionid=524261915&retainAM=N&addBreadCrumb=RP&p_svid=97168&p_spid=3297667&oapc=9&oas=DM
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Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 
Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 

 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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