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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Anti-Semitism 
includes: 

col 327WH  John Mann: " More than five years ago, I commissioned the all-party 
inquiry into anti-Semitism " The basis of the inquiry " is that parliamentarians like it or 
not, have a leadership role. Our responsibility is, first and foremost, to ensure that our 
own Parliament is free of prejudice, including any prejudiced remarks, whether made 
calculatedly to offend or ignorantly. " 
 

col 328WH  Louise Ellman: " is [my Hon Friend] aware of the growing concern in the 
British Jewish community about rising levels of anti-Semitism, including anti-Semitic 
rhetoric? 
col 329WH  John Mann: " We must also put on the record our thanks to various groups. 
" the Parliamentary Committee Against Anti-Semitism Foundation, " the Community 
Security Trust. Gerald Ronson, Richard Benson and their colleagues ensure that we 
engage with the issues and are alert to the problems at all times. The trust does a 
magnificent job that other countries could learn from. The Board of Deputies of British 
Jews has worked closely with us, as has the Holocaust Educational Trust, which has 
involved parliamentarians and their young constituents in an effective programme to 
educate young people about our history. " 
" when we deal with anti-Semitism, we deal with racism. Some people would be 
prepared-not necessarily happily-to be called anti-Semites. They would certainly love to 
be called anti-Zionists, which they would regard as an accolade. When they are 
described as racists, however, they do not like that term, even though it is accurate. 
Our pitch is not that anti-Semitism is a greater evil than any other form of racism, but that 
it is not a lesser evil and that we will not tolerate it being seen as such. "  
 

col 330WH  Tom Brake: " I wanted to seek his comments on something that the 
Community Security Trust is doing, and the methodology that it uses to protect the 
Jewish community. It is working with people of another faith that are suffering similar 
threats, and helping them to enhance their security. That is a good crossover in 
methodology, and I welcome the fact that the CST has taken on that role. 
 

John Mann: That is testimony to the CST's approach. Undoubtedly, that powerful joint 
experience will strengthen the CST as well as its partners from other communities. 
Another significant development that  will  be  increasingly  important in  the future  is  the  
 



 
2

 
establishment, for the first time, of an Institute for the Study of Contemporary Anti-
Semitism at Birkbeck college. " 
Let me put on the record some of the ways in which things have moved forward. Police 
forces record anti-Semitic hate crimes, and the first official statistics on anti-Semitic hate 
crime were released by the Association of Chief Police Officers on 30 November 2010. 
There is the Crown Prosecution Service review into the disparity between anti-Semitic 
incidents and the joint Government and charitable sector inter-faith school linking 
programme, championed by the Pears Foundation. Sir Andrew Burns has been 
appointed as the UK's first envoy for post-holocaust issues. " There has been 
international replication of our model of an all-party inquiry. Canada, Italy and Germany 
have all, in different ways, replicated what we have done. " Nevertheless, 2009 was the 
worst year for anti-Semitic incidents that the CST has ever recorded, and 2010 is not 
likely to be much better. Those incidents continue, and often the issues are linked to the 
ongoing conflict in the middle east. " 
More progress is needed on a few issues, one of which is internet hate. " The position 
is similar with newspapers. "  
In an atmosphere that is widely recognised as the most tolerant in this tolerant and 
democratic country, the fact is that one group of students feels that it does not have the 
same freedoms as others. " 
There has been controversy on elections, and there may be more today. I give an 
example. During the last election, the Muslim Public Affairs Committee explicitly targeted 
six Zionists. I believe that it regards Zionists as an insult. "  
An increasing number of people in eastern Europe, including some politicians, are 
attempting to equate the holocaust and what happened in their countries with what 
happened in Soviet times. " it is fundamentally dangerous, wrong and inaccurate to 
equate the two. 
Equating the two provides an excuse for what happened to the Jewish community in, for 
example, Lithuania, where 94% of its members were murdered in a short period, and 
where many Lithuanians were involved in murdering their fellow nationals. It is 
fundamentally wrong and dangerous to equate things in that way, and we need to 
challenge that practice, because the more it takes hold, the more difficult things will be 
for Jewish communities in those countries, and the easier it will be for extremists to ride 
on the back of false nationalism and whip up hysteria, as has already happened, not 
least in the Baltic states, as people campaign against the Jewish international media 
conspiracy, the Jewish bankers and so forth. Those are old concepts, but they are being 
used in the modern media in these countries. " 
I have a final plea and question for the Government. The Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation 
needs to raise a significant sum-$120 million-to preserve the uniquely wicked and evil 
site at Auschwitz into the future. Many countries have contributed " It is important that 
we meet the commitments that the previous Prime Minister gave the project. " 
 

col 337WH Robert Halfon: " there are three kinds of anti-Semitism. First, there is the 
low-level, under-the-carpet discrimination. It is the kind of anti-Semitism that  happens 
at a dinner party. A person walks outside the room, and someone says, "Let's give him a 
ham sandwich." Everyone titters, but when he goes back into the room he does not know 
that anything has happened. That dinner-party anti-Semitism also manifests itself in 
harsh criticism of Israel, which is out of all proportion to the criticism of any other country. 
Given that it is out of proportion, I would argue that it is sometimes used as a fig leaf by 
people who just do not like Jews. 
Secondly, there is skinhead anti-Semitism: thugs smashing up graveyards, violence and 
intimidation, and the criminal damage done to synagogues around the world. Dare I say 
it, that is the easiest kind of anti-Semitism to deal with because we at least know what we 
are dealing with. 
Today, however, the most worrying, pernicious, dogmatic and dangerous form of anti-
Semitism comes from extreme Islamism. " numerous factions and splinter groups, such  
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as Hizb ut-Tahrir, operate in the UK. They call for the eradication of Israel, but they have 
not been banned. "  
Late last year MI5 identified as many as 39 university campuses as vulnerable to violent 
extremism. The London School of Economics, as has been mentioned, has increasingly 
serious problems not just with students but with its professional staff. "  A further 
example is the LSE's Palestine society, which is soon to host a visit by Ahron Cohen, a 
leading  anti-Zionist, whose conference expenses are usually paid for by the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry, and who stated in The Sunday Times that the Jews who died in the 
holocaust deserved it. "  
" most alarmingly, there is a creeping culture of appeasement in Whitehall. Whether 
that is a push to create artificial Muslim organisations, such as the Muslim Council of 
Britain, or civil servants going out of their way to appease radical Islamists, it is a major 
worry. " 
In the Jewish community there is a constant climate of fear. There are growing reports, 
as has been mentioned, of Jewish students being spat at and beaten up, and having 
their rooms vandalised, and the incidence of recorded anti-Semitic events on university 
campuses has spiked in recent years. The CST recorded nearly 1,000 major anti-Semitic 
incidents in 2009-the highest annual total since it began records in 1984. Guards are 
now posted outside many synagogues and Jewish schools. Hate literature and terrorist 
propaganda is now sold openly in many book stalls or religious outlets. " 
 

col 339WH  David Burrowes: " there is no room for complacency in our universities 
and schools? That was brought home to me this week when my son came home feeling 
concerned, and unable to understand why his locker had been etched with the words 
"Jew" and "gay". That is a horrible but timely reminder, as we approach Holocaust 
memorial day, of the deep and evil hatred and intolerance at the root of the holocaust, 
which we must counter today as we have in the past.  
 

Robert Halfon: " The usual excuse for what is happening is the state of Israel, or the 
Iraq war. " I believe that that worldwide movement of extreme intolerance uses Israel 
and Gaza as an excuse for anti-Semitism and violence. " The reality is that even if the 
Gaza conflict were to be solved tomorrow" the Roshonara Choudhrys of this world 
would still exist. The objective of extreme Islamists is not a peaceful resolution to the 
middle east situation, but jihad; it is an ideology that believes that Israel and, by 
extension, Jews should be wiped off the map. " 
There are now security guards outside many synagogues and Jewish schools for 24 
hours a day. The Education Secretary has had to spend £2 million to fund tighter security 
measures for Jewish faith schools in the state sector. Is it tolerable in a free democracy 
that a religious minority is under threat? I remember being in a London synagogue " 
where the rabbi said to the congregation "Please do not congregate outside, because of 
the terrorist threat." " 
I welcome the Government's response to the all-party inquiry into anti-Semitism " 
However, at the same time there is quite a lot of Sir Humphrey-or perhaps in this case 
Sir Humphrey Cohen-with draft scoping documents, diagnostic toolkits, cross-
Government working groups, focus polls of staff and students about their experiences of 
higher education, self-audit performance schemes, conferences, and stakeholder 
engagement forums. "  
 

col 341WH  Denis MacShane: " Two or three months ago, my hon. Friend attended 
the Inter-parliamentary Coalition for Combating Antisemitism in Canada. What reward did 
Canada receive for hosting that conference? On Sunday, there were horrible, brutal anti-
Semitic attacks on four schools and a synagogue in Montreal. " 
The first Durban conference degenerated into an anti-Semitic hate fest. " It was to 
Britain's shame that we did not withdraw our delegation. " I hope that the Minister will 
assure the House that in the preparations for Durban 3, the UK will take the strongest 
position to ensure that the  anti-Semitic  elements in  international  political affairs  will be  
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kept in their ugly holocaust-denying and Israel-hating box ... 
On the whole, our campuses are fascist-free. The British National party is not welcome. 
Its core ideology is rooted in anti-Semitism, and its leader, Nick Griffin, has written widely 
to promote classic anti-Jewish themes " [but] vice-chancellors do not take similar robust 
action against Islamist ideologues. " 
 

Mrs Ellman: Will my right hon. Friend reaffirm that anti-Semitism is shown in a wide 
variety of ways? Will he join me in condemning a statement made by a former Member of 
this House, who is chair of Labour Friends of Palestine? His statement was made at a 
meeting in this House. It was reported in the media and not denied. He said that there 
are "long tentacles of Israel in this country who are funding election campaigns and 
putting money in the British political system for their own ends." " 
 

Mr MacShane: That is an intolerable remark " It is perfectly possible to criticise Israel 
and to defend the cause of the Palestinian people without making a 1930s-style 
allegation. We can see in Europe the rise of political anti-Semitism. We have many open 
anti-Semites in the European Parliament, supported by the two Nazi MEPs from Great 
Britain. " 
I want to highlight some sentences from the European Union's formal definition of anti-
Semitism. It is an important international document that tries to explain what anti-
Semitism is and it was agreed after many debates and discussions a few years ago by 
all parts of the European Community. It says, among other things, that it is anti-Semitic to 
make 
"mendacious, dehumanizing, demonizing, or stereotypical allegations about Jews as 
such or the power of Jews as collective-such as, especially but not exclusively, the myth 
about a world Jewish conspiracy or of Jews controlling the media, economy, government 
or other societal institutions." 
We still hear that today. " 
I could bring to the House cartoons and articles in our main newspapers-our liberal 
newspapers, our left newspapers and our conservative newspapers-that precisely draw 
that moral equivalence between Israel and Nazism, which attempt to typecast all Jews as 
supporters of Israel and thus having a double loyalty. 
The battle is intensifying; it is now about the demonisation and criminalisation of Israel. 
" I had hoped that the marvellous work of the all-party group against anti-Semitism 
would somehow come to an end. Today I find that its work is more necessary than ever. 
 

col 345WH  Lee Scott: " I will talk through what I personally experienced during the last 
general election. " After a day of campaigning, I was walking back to my car when I was 
approached by two young gentlemen-I use the word "gentlemen" in its loosest sense-
who said to me that I was a "Jewish pig" and "should die". " Also, I was the recipient of 
an e-mail saying that I should be stoned to death. I said that I could possibly accept it if 
someone did not elect me because they did not like me, but stoning me to death was a 
little on the extreme side. However, I am not ashamed to tell hon. Members that one 
night at home I sat down and cried. "  It is legitimate for someone to want to criticise 
someone else's party or politics, but not their religion. I am proud to be a Member of 
Parliament, British and Jewish, and there is no conflict there whatsoever. "  
 

col 347WH Nigel Dodds: " I join those who have praised the work of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust "  
I had the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau recently, as part of a group from 
Northern Ireland involved in a project entitled "The thin end of the wedge", run by the 
charity Forward Learning. I was greatly moved as I stood there with people from 
communities in Northern Ireland that have been ravaged by sectarianism, violence, 
indifference and hatred over the years. " 
The fact of the matter is that Hezbollah and Hamas are not just anti-Israel but exist 
explicitly to wipe out Israel completely and, by extension, Jews. People who associate 
themselves with that are making it clear that they are part of anti-Semitism. " criticism of  
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Israel " is absolutely legitimate and perfectly acceptable. " What verges on anti-
Semitism, though, is the disproportionate singling out of Israel for the sort of criticism that 
it gets, with no or disproportionately little reference to the faults, difficulties and problems 
of the other side. " 
 

col 349  Alan Beith: " The problem that distinguishes anti-Semitism, although it might 
seem strange to say it, is that we as a nation and the western world rashly assumed for a 
while that we had dealt with it. We believed that we had slain the monster with the defeat 
of Nazism, and that we were dealing just with the dying kicks and last nervous reactions 
of a corpse. That was wrong. We must understand that anti-Semitism is a living and 
vibrant evil force that we must deal with. " 
" the Holocaust Educational Trust " is one of a number of bodies that I want to 
commend in the context of this debate. The trust's work is well known, but I think that 
people have become increasingly aware of the work of the Community Security Trust. It 
seems horrifying that that trust has had to become such an effective and valued 
organisation, simply protecting people in the Jewish community as they go about their 
daily lives-as they go to school, to the synagogue or to a Jewish community event. "  
 

col 356WH  Bob Blackman: " One of the problems is that in this Chamber we are, 
largely, talking to ourselves. We are all committed to combating anti-Semitism, so we 
have to reach people who are anti-Semitic and who promote those views. We have to re-
educate them and bring them back to the real world so that we can participate in a 
proper democracy, and so that people can celebrate their religion and background 
without fear. " I have been to football grounds all over the country and combated 
attacks by opposition fans who routinely say, "Gas the Jews. Kill all the Jews. Hitler was 
right." To witness that at first hand is to realise why we must always be eternally vigilant 
against anti-Semitism. "  
 

col 358WH  Matthew Offord: " I am pleased with the report from the Government on 
the progress made following the all-party inquiry into anti-Semitism. " The report talks 
about how anti-Semitism is different from other forms of racism. Modern anti-Semitism 
has, out of necessity, become more nuanced and subtle. Anti-Jewish prejudice is often 
focused on Israel. Jewish people are seen as natural supporters of Israel and, as such, 
Jewish people throughout the world are seen by some as legitimate targets. That is a 
concern. ... 
 

col 362WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government (Andrew Stunell): " It would not be right to go any further without giving 
praise and thanks to the all-party parliamentary group against anti-Semitism " 
The hon. Gentleman raised the issue of internet hate and, perhaps more generally, the 
consequences of the electronic world as it affects the print media. The Government 
response published in November drew attention to our work with newspaper editors and 
the Press Complaints Commission, which, it is fair to say, was not really conclusive. 
Nevertheless, a working group on online matters is run by the Press Complaints 
Commission. "  
The final point " relates to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation. Subsequent to the 
election, the Prime Minister put on record the Government's intention to make a donation 
to that foundation. No announcement has been made about the timing or the size of the 
donation, but the words used by the Prime Minister were "a substantial contribution." I 
cannot take the matter further at the moment, but I assure the hon. Gentleman that the 
issue is on the agenda. "  
" I will report briefly on what the [cross-Government working group that was set up to 
tackle anti-Semitism] has been doing and what it proposes to do. The group " focuses 
specifically on issues that are still cause for common concern. Anti-Semitism on the 
internet is top of that list, and we have undertaken to give regular progress reports to 
Parliament on that subject. " Later this year there will be a second ministerial seminar to 
find ways of improving action and impact. " 
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Universities UK has established an academic freedom working group. The aim of that 
group is to consider how universities can best protect academic freedom, freedom of 
speech, freedom on campus and freedom to study under the contemporary conditions of 
geo-political conflict, racial and religious tension and violent extremism. " When the 
report is published, my right hon. Friend the Minister for Universities and Science will 
respond with a ministerial statement, so we are setting store by that report and will 
certainly respond strongly to it. I can announce today that I am asking the cross-
Government working party, which I referred to initially, to take up this issue alongside its 
work on anti-Semitism on the internet. Those will be the two focal points of that work. " 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/halltext/11012
0h0001.htm#11012058000001 
 

col 368WH  Mike Freer: " We talk about anti-Semitism, but it can sometimes be a 
nebulous concept. Those of us who are not Jewish sometimes fail to understand what it 
feels like. The community has to cope with convoluted attempts to undermine culture 
food by banning Shechita, and with the anti-Israel boycotts of food, academics and 
politicians. Those are bad enough individually, but combined they generate a negative 
atmosphere and a feeling of being not only under attack but under siege-of being 
demonised, de-legitimised and isolated. That is what anti-Semitism is about, and that of 
course is what we have to combat. " 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/halltext/11012
0h0002.htm  

 
 
Home Office 

Crime statistics review launched 
The National Statistician, Jil Matheson, will lead an independent review into the collection 
and publication of crime statistics, Home Secretary Theresa May announced today. 
Setting a clear commitment to improve public confidence in statistics Theresa May also 
announced that the responsibility for their publication would move from the Home Office 
to an independent body. 
To give the public a clearer picture of crime levels the review will look for cost effective 
ways to improve the coverage and coherence of crime statistics (police recorded crime 
and the British Crime Survey) including: 

• ensuring definitions of crimes and anti-social behaviour are aligned with the 
priorities and concerns of local communities 

• improving transparency and trust in the crime data which is collated and published 
• recommending how gaps in the statistics could be addressed 
• advising which independent body should publish crime statistics in future 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/press-releases/crime-stats  

 
 
Sir Sigmund Sternberg Lecure 

Baroness Warsi of Dewsbury  
" I want to start my speech today by paying tribute to Sir Sigmund Sternberg. Although 
he has connections with the Labour Party, I hope he won’t mind if I say that his life 
seems to me to be the epitome of the Big Society. Since coming to Britain as a European 
Jew in the 1920s, he has spent his life helping to strengthen communities. For me, as a 
Rotarian, a big part of that was what he did in the 1990s when he re-established Rotary 
Clubs in Eastern Europe after the collapse of Communism. But  from  the  point  of  view  
of my  subject today,  it is  his work  with faith  communities  which is truly  inspiring. From   
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/halltext/110120h0001.htm#11012058000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/halltext/110120h0001.htm#11012058000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/halltext/110120h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/halltext/110120h0002.htm
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/press-releases/crime-stats
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helping to  resolve a  row at   Auschwitz over a   Catholic   convent to  organising  the first 
ever papal visit to a synagogue to establishing the Three Faiths Forum with Reverend 
Marcus Braybrooke and Dr Badawi Sir Sigmund has shown just how much one person 
can do to promote a richer, more tolerant, and a more integrated society " 
" in my last speech, I said that this government does God. This time, I’m saying we get 
God. What I mean by that is we understand faith. I am not saying that people can’t be 
anti-religion. What I am opposed to is the rise of unreasonable, unfounded, irrational 
bigotry where religion itself becomes a loaded word where free discussion is drowned out 
by a sensationalist media and where there simply is no room for fair-minded debate " 
At its extreme, this kind of bigotry descends into absurd caricatures. Where all 
Catholicism becomes “dodgy Priests in Ireland”. Judaism becomes “murky international 
financiers”. Sikhism suddenly seems to be all about a play in Birmingham. And 
Evangelical Christianity is seen as anti-Abortion activists rather than campaigners like 
William Wilberforce. For some faiths, these kind of characterisations have increasingly 
become mainstream. " 
For far too many people, Islamophobia is seen as a legitimate – even commendable – 
thing. You could even say that Islamophobia has now passed the dinner-table-test. Take 
this from Polly Toynbee: I am an Islamophobe, and proud of it”. Or this speech title from 
Rod Liddle: Islamophobia? Count me in”. But of course, Islamophobia should be seen as 
totally abhorrent – just like homophobia or Judeophobia – because any phobia is by 
definition the opposite of a philosophy. A phobia is an irrational fear. It takes on a life of 
its own and no longer needs to be justified. And all this filters through. The drip feeding of 
fear fuels a rising tide of prejudice " 
The British battle against bigotry will always be an ongoing battle. And sadly, at no point 
does it totally disappear. So Disraeli did become the first Jewish Prime Minister – but the 
cartoonists still drew him as an East-End bag-man. Oswald Mosley’s Fascists never 
became a mainstream party – but the newspapers at the time were still littered with Anti-
Semitism. And now a Muslim woman is a member of a British Cabinet - but a British 
citizen today can still be attacked for merely wearing a headscarf as part of her religious 
observance " Ultimately, Islamophobia challenges our basic British identity One of the 
most important aspects of our identity is our belief in equality before the law. But deep, 
entrenched anti-Muslim bigotry challenges that tradition because it implies that one 
section of society is less deserving of our protection than the rest. " 
Not only are we ramping up the fight against all phobias -  including homophobia and 
gender inequality but we are also building on the positive steps taken since the APPG 
Anti-Semitism inquiry and responding to the concerns of the British Jewish community in 
a focussed and concerted way like giving funds for Jewish State Schools to improve their 
security beginning to tackle anti-Semitism on the internet and supporting the Holocaust 
Education Trusts “Lessons from Aushwitz” project. At all times, this government is 
thinking hard about the challenge of stamping out hatred and bigotry and looking at what 
lessons we can apply from the past, particularly from our work on tackling Anti-Semitism 
to deal with the new challenges of today. But in addition to this, we also need to do 
something else. We need to think harder about the language we use. And we should be 
careful about language around religious “moderates”. This is something I’ve been 
thinking about a lot. It’s not a big leap of imagination to predict where the talk of 
“moderate” Muslims leads: In the factory, where they’ve just hired a Muslim worker, the 
boss says to his  employees: “not to worry, he’s only fairly Muslim”. In  the  school,  the 
kids say “the family next door are Muslim but they’re not too bad”. " 
in his New Year message the Prime Minister " stated very clearly that the overwhelming 
majority of British Muslims detest this extremism but they must help to find the answers, 
together. Here’s what that means: Muslim communities must speak out against those 
who promote violence. Muslim men and women must make clear that any hatred towards 
others is wrong. And above all, not stand on the sidelines, but step forward and help to 
lead a progressive, united  fight.  Second, British Muslims need to learn from and build on  
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the  work  done  throughout  history  by  other communities.  I  want to refer particularly to  
the British Jewish Community and the work done by the Community Security Trust. Week 
after week, the CST works with the police and the Jewish community to collect data and 
details of anti-Semitism in Britain helping to defeat those bigots who say that British anti-
Semitism no longer exists. British Muslims should learn from them. There is an urgent 
need for a data collection project. The first step in addressing the problem is to measure 
the scale of it. And I hope that this project will support the work of the newly formed All 
Party Parliamentary Group on Islamophobia, chaired by Kris Hopkins MP. Third, and 
above all, British Muslims needs to remember that with rights come responsibilities. " 
To read the full note of the speech see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/transcript-baroness-warsi’s-sternberg-lecture-
speech  

 
 
Council of Europe 

Council of Europe defends religious freedom 
The Committee of Ministers of the 47 member States of the Council of Europe yesterday 
unanimously adopted a Declaration on religious freedom : 
“As recent tragic events have shown, individuals of all religious confessions are 
increasingly victims of discrimination and aggression – sometimes at the cost of their 
lives – only because of their religious beliefs. 
We, the 47 member states of the Council of Europe, strongly condemn such acts and all 
forms of incitement to religious hatred and violence. Freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion is an inalienable right enshrined in the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and guaranteed by Article 18 of the 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights and by Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights, of which the 
Council of Europe is the custodian. 
There can be no democratic society based on mutual understanding and tolerance 
without respect for freedom of thought, conscience and religion. Its enjoyment is an 
essential precondition for living together.” 
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1734623&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&
BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Mark Durkan (1317) Funding for the Lessons from Auschwitz Project - That this 
House supports the important and effective work of the Lessons from Auschwitz project 
run by the Holocaust Education Trust; appreciates that the original public funding was 
provided by the UK Government to support the programme involving post-16 students in 
schools throughout the UK; notes that the previous administration subsequently altered 
this welcome and successful funding arrangement by restructuring Whitehall's funding to 
the schools under its governance; regrets that the Holocaust Educational Trust has since 
had to lobby for uncertain and uneven funding from devolved administrations with mixed 
results; recognises that this funding context inevitably dissipates some of the Trust's 
valuable efforts and impedes the qualitative planning and delivery of this profoundly 
significant programme; calls on the Government to revert to the original funding envelope 
to support  the  Lessons  from  Auschwitz  project  across  the  UK;  and  encourages  the  
 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/transcript-baroness-warsi's-sternberg-lecture-speech
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/transcript-baroness-warsi's-sternberg-lecture-speech
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1734623&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1734623&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
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devolved administrations, along with Government, to extend every positive support and 
cooperation which they can provide for the project and the other important work of the 
Holocaust Education Trust. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=42336&SESSION=905  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians: Children 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to his contribution of 7 December 2010, Official Report, columns 40-44WH, on 
the detention of Palestinian children, what steps his Department has taken to raise the 
issue of the detention of Palestinian children since 7 December 2010. [34966] 

Alistair Burt: During my visit to the region on 16-19 January 2011, I raised 
general human right issues with a number of my Israeli interlocutors. On the 
specific issue of child prisoners, our consulate-general in Jerusalem and our 
embassy in Tel Aviv continue to monitor this issue closely, including attending 
court cases. Our consulate-general also works closely with Defence for Children 
International, funding a project to promote awareness of the issue, including 
among EU member states. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/text/110120w0
002.htm#11012056000126  

 
Gaza 

Lord Fowler: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Israel on import restrictions affecting Gaza. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My Lords, we are clear that the status quo in Gaza is both a tragedy 
and unsustainable. We continue to call on Israel to ease restrictions on access to 
Gaza. My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary raised the issue with 
Prime Minister Netanyahu when he visited Israel in November. My ministerial 
colleague, Alistair Burt, is currently in the region and discussed Gaza at length 
with the Israeli Co-ordinator for Government Activity in the Territories, General 
Dangot. 

Lord Fowler: My Lords, I thank my noble friend for that reply. Is not the real problem the 
restrictions on the import of building materials, which are necessary to build and rebuild 
houses, schools and medical facilities in Gaza? We all utterly deplore the acts of 
terrorism directed at Israel but do not restrictions of that kind, affecting thousands of 
ordinary people in Gaza, gather in support for extremism rather than cutting it off? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Yes, my noble friend is completely right. The problem 
is obviously the lifting and easing of the blockade. We have had some small 
success: the Israeli authorities have agreed to shift from a total block on progress 
to a list of very limited permitted goods and are moving to a blacklist of goods that 
cannot go in. They have announced that they now are happy to allow in things 
such as steel-ready concrete, asphalt and cement for Palestinian Authority-
approved civilian projects that are under the supervision of the UN. 
There is, of course, a long list of ifs and buts. Frankly, we have not found that any 
of this so-called easement has yet made much difference on the  ground but it is a 
slight move forward. Of course, consumer goods are allowed in. We will continue 
to press extremely hard  to get a much more  expansive and  open regime to allow  
 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=42336&SESSION=905
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/text/110120w0002.htm#11012056000126
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/text/110120w0002.htm#11012056000126
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in the reconstruction items and materials to which my noble friend refers. 

Lord Clinton-Davis: Opposed as I am to Netanyahu, is it not right to recognise that in 
recent days there has been a considerable relaxation over the movement of construction 
goods from Israel to Gaza? Is it not also right to recognise that there is currently 
recognition by the United Nations that Hamas is not exactly performing well? Does it not 
altogether oppose the United Nations regime? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I say to the noble Lord that no one on any side is 
really performing fully in the way that we want. The relaxation has been 
announced and we are watching to see whether it has an impact on the ground, 
although, as I said earlier to my noble friend, our analysis suggests that that 
impact is not very great so far. However, it is at least a step in the right direction, 
although we have to go further, as there are so many qualifications and 
safeguards. I also say to the noble Lord-and it is a perfectly fair point with which I 
know he will agree-that rockets are raining down all the time on Israeli territory 
from Gaza. Therefore, the Israeli authorities have to have some safeguards with 
regard to equipment going into Gaza, which might be used merely to develop 
aggressive military weaponry for use against them. There is a balance to be 
struck, and I think that sensible people all round have to recognise both the 
difficulties and the possibilities on all sides. 

Lord Dykes: Is my noble friend hopeful of a resumption in negotiations between the 
immediate parties as soon as possible, despite the enormous difficulties that that would 
involve? Such a resumption would help to end the prolonged collective oppression of the 
long-suffering Gazan population. 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I live in hope, otherwise I would not be doing what I 
am doing. Of course we want to see talks between sensible and responsible 
people, and of course the quartet wants to carry these things forward. We are 
working very closely with the quartet, as well as through the UN and the EU. 
However, particularly if Hamas is to be involved, the requirements are that it 
recognises Israel and that there is some sign of that going forward-we may hear 
about that in a moment. It must also renounce violence and abide by previous 
agreements. That is what the quartet requires to get things going again, but so far 
we are not quite there. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: My Lords, two years ago the UK Government were co-
sponsors of the text of UN Resolution 1860, which, among other things, emphasised the 
need to ensure a sustained and regular flow of goods and people through the Gaza 
crossing. Is it not now time for the Security Council to review the full implementation by all 
parties of those high-meaning and well-intentioned words? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The right reverend Prelate is of course right that this is  
what we want to see and what we want to press forward. In a sense, these 
matters are under review all the time. We are working very closely with the UN 
and the quartet, through DfID, our own aid department, and through constant 
dialogue with the Israeli authorities about getting the blockades lifted and getting 
some enterprise going. The Israelis have also announced-this may be a tiny 
glimmer that we should hang on to-that they will allow some exports from Gaza. 
Of course, that is essential if the economy is to begin to move forward. If we are to 
get people out of massive and miserable poverty there, the Israelis must allow 
business to flourish. Therefore, yes, there must be a review but a review is going 
on all the time and we must continue to be vigorous in our efforts. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, despite the terrible antipathy between Hamas and Israel, 
does the noble Lord agree that we should build on the many positive grassroots 
interactions which exist between Gazans and Israelis? In the medical field, for example, 
there are many Gazan patients in Israeli hospitals, as well as doctors in training there, so  
should we not be building on those positive grassroots efforts? 
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Lord Howell of Guildford: Yes, that is perfectly true, and very high-quality 
treatment has been, and is, available in Israel to meet certain urgent needs from 
Gazan citizens. One could go further and say that it would be good if the tens of 
thousands, if not a hundred thousand, Gazans who used to cross the border every 
day to work in Israel were allowed greater movement on that front as well. I agree 
that there are things on which to build but overall we have to get some sense of 
agreement and understanding between Israel and the Palestine authority as a 
whole to get things going forward. We are just not there at the moment. 

Baroness Tonge: My Lords, is the Minister aware that the head of the Shin Bet security 
service said this week that al-Qaeda-affiliated groups are behind a lot of the Gaza 
violence? Is he also aware that the same Shin Bet security service is saying that Hamas 
wants to achieve its aims through charity organisations, while other, more radical groups 
want the same goal through violence? Will the Minister agree that, this being the case, 
we should be talking to Hamas and including it in all our negotiations with Israel to protect 
Israel and prevent the situation deteriorating further? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I understand that from my noble friend, who has been 
absolutely tireless in pursuing these matters in great detail, and I congratulate her. 
Of course, accusations fly around and, as she knows better than I do, there is 
more than one aspect or wing and more than one associated policy within the 
Hamas group. There are people in Hamas for whom it would be invaluable to find 
common ground and to meet the conditions that the quartet requires, as I 
described earlier. However, I am afraid that there are also people in Hamas who 
are not interested in that but who are interested in violence and, indeed, 
presumably organise the rocketry into Israel every day. Therefore, we somehow 
have to find a way through this maze, and I think that my noble friend understands 
that very well. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110120-
0001.htm#11012045000626  

 
 
Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-7760 Joe FitzPatrick: 30th Anniversary of the Twinning of Nablus and 
Dundee—That the Parliament notes the 30th anniversary of the twinning of Nablus in 
Palestine and Dundee; congratulates Fraser Patrick, the convener of the Dundee Nablus 
Twinning Association, and the Palestinian students, Rami Issa and Rafiq Zein Eddin, who 
have been working with the twinning association to stage events commemorating the 
30th anniversary of the link with the West Bank city, and considers that those involved in 
the anniversary celebrations have been actively strengthening the  ties between  Dundee 
and Nablus and continuing the tradition of friendship and understanding between the 
people of Nablus and the people of Dundee. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=20614  

 
 

TOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110120-0001.htm#11012045000626
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110120-0001.htm#11012045000626
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=20614
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Racism: International Co-operation 
Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what his 
policy is on UK representation at the proposed UN conference on anti-racism planned for 
2011. [34088] 

Mr Jeremy Browne: The Government have not yet made a decision on our 
participation in the meeting in September to commemorate the 10(th) anniversary 
of the World Conference Against Racism. We recognise that it is common practice 
for the UN to convene meetings at regular periodic intervals to commemorate the 
adoption of its various social and human rights-related agendas such as the 
Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. But previous meetings on this 
issue, including the initial World Conference Against Racism as well as its 2009 
review conference, were overshadowed by unacceptable and offensive anti-
Semitic rhetoric and behaviour. 
UK officials will work closely with colleagues in other countries to ensure that the 
September meeting does not become another platform for such behaviour and 
that the meeting addresses all ensure that any outcome from the meeting includes 
a clear statement on the need to further combat anti-Semitism as part of wider 
efforts to combat racism. Our position on participation and representation will 
remain under review as a result of these efforts. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/text/110120w0
002.htm#11012056000127 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/ml026-xi.htm  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/text/110120w0002.htm#11012056000127
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110120/text/110120w0002.htm#11012056000127
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/ml026-xi.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
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Scottish Parliament 

** Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
 

Stage 1 Report    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/hs/reports-11/her11-01-vol1.htm 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 

 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/  
 

 

TOP 
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