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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Education: Anti-Semitism 
Mr MacShane: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what recent representations 
he has received on allegations of the teaching of anti-Semitic ideology in British 
Madrasas, funded from sources in Saudi Arabia. [27390] 

Mr Gibb: I am aware of the recent Panorama report including allegations about 
the teaching materials used by Saudi Students Schools and Clubs UK. The 
Government are clear that homophobic or anti-Semitic material must not be used 
in English schools. Ofsted is already working in the area of part-time education 
and the Secretary of State has asked for their views on how to address concerns 
about such provision. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110119/text/110119w0
004.htm#11011984000019  
 

 
Communities and Local Government 

Andrew Stunell: Church groups can bond communities, regardless  
Communities Minister Andrew Stunell said this week that church leaders are in a unique 
position to connect people from different faith groups and to get communities involved in 
local action. He paid tribute to the important community work that so many faith based 
organisations are engaged in and encouraged church groups to use their embedded links 
in society to put localism into action, whether it's running local youth clubs and 
campaigns, or simply acting on behalf of a local area. ; 
Mr Stunell said: "Churches and other religious establishments do a huge amount to 
improve neighbourhoods and support vulnerable people. They often have a better reach 
into communities than other organisations, with strong networks on the ground and a 
significant presence at the heart of their neighbourhood. 
"This means they are often best placed to bring local people together - of any religious or 
cultural background - and work with them to achieve common goals. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1821854 
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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Time for Reflection 

James Clements (Hyndland Secondary School, Glasgow): ; In September 2009, we 
were given the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau as part of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust’s lessons from Auschwitz project. For both of us, what began as an 
historical trip turned into a quite incredible emotional journey that forced us to explore 
what it means to be a human being and a member of society. 
The camp is very difficult to describe to those who have not been there, and not just the 
physical attributes, but the feeling of the place. There were glass cases full of human 
hair, shaved from the victims and bought by German companies to make cheap clothes. 
Perhaps the most poignant of all were the children’s barracks, where the gaudy murals 
on the walls contrasted dramatically with the utter bleakness of the surroundings. Those 
are things not easily forgotten, because they say so much about the capacity of 
humankind for hate. 
The trust organised for us to hear Zigi Shipper, a Holocaust survivor, speak. He 
described how the course of his life was changed forever by the events of the Holocaust 
and how, aged just 14, he found himself in Auschwitz. Much more than figures and 
statistics, such stories show how catastrophic the Holocaust was, but they also illustrate 
how individuals can transcend tragedy and take something positive from it. Above all, 
they remind us of the infinite power of hope. 
Mimi Evans-Agnew (Hyndland Secondary School, Glasgow): ; the theme of this 
year’s Holocaust memorial day is untold stories. The vast majority of victims were Jews, 
but we must not forget the other groups who were persecuted by the Nazis, such as 
political opponents of the Nazi regime, homosexuals, Roma and Sinti, who also have 
stories that are too often left untold. There will of course come a point when there are no 
survivors left and therefore no one to tell their stories. For every one story that is 
recorded in literature or film or through families, many thousands remain, and will forever 
remain, untold—children whose voices were snatched away from them in the coldest, 
cruellest way imaginable. 
At least 1.1 million people were systematically slaughtered at Auschwitz alone. The most 
poignant part of visiting the camp for us was that it made that rather abstract number into 
real flesh and blood. We saw photos of people and families laughing, smiling and loving 
one another. Imagine those were your family snapshots; now imagine that that is all that 
is left of them. 
Holocaust memorial day is next week. We need to ensure that the Holocaust never 
becomes an untold story, no matter how uncomfortable it is to retell. The Holocaust 
exposes the worst of humanity, but only in remembering can we ensure that hate, 
intolerance and prejudice are never again allowed to thrive. I will end with some words 
that I remember from a rabbi whom I met on my trip, who said: 
“In order to face the challenges of the future, we must address the past”. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6002&m
ode=html 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of Israeli Chief of Staff Lt-Gen Gabi Ashkenazi's comments that renewed war in Gaza 
"was only a matter of time"; and what representations they have made to the Government 
of Israel on this subject.[HL5657] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We call on all parties to continue to respect the ceasefire that brought 
to an end the 2009 conflict in Gaza. Although the number of rocket and mortar 
attacks from Gaza towards Israel has remained relatively low over the past year, 
we continue to condemn these acts of indiscriminate violence. A rise in the 
number of rocket and mortar attacks in the last few weeks is a cause for concern. 
We call for a halt to all such attacks and continue to urge Israel to exercise 
restraint in its response. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel about the demolition of the Shepherd's Hotel in East 
Jerusalem.[HL5659] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: My honourable friend Alistair Burt said in his 
Statement of the 9 January 2011: 
"The British Government reaffirms their strong, long-standing opposition to the 
creation of this new illegal settlement in occupied East Jerusalem and condemn 
today's demolition in Sheikh Jerrah. The establishment and expansion of 
settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories are illegal. 
We oppose provocative unilateral actions such as this, which hinder efforts to 
resume talks between the two parties leading to a two-state solution to this 
conflict, with Jerusalem as the shared capital of the two states living side by side 
in peace and security. That is the way forward. This latest settlement activity does 
not help-on the contrary, it raises tensions unnecessarily". 
We will continue to monitor the situation closely and raise these issues with the 
Israeli Government as necessary. 

Lord Kilclooney: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel regarding the demolition of the Shepherd Hotel in East 
Jerusalem; and, if so, what response they received.[HL5770] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: As my honourable friend Alistair Burt said in his 
Statement of 9 January 2011: 
"The British Government reaffirms its strong, long-standing opposition to the 
creation of this new illegal settlement in occupied East Jerusalem and condemns 
today's demolition in Sheikh Jerrah. The establishment and expansion of 
settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories are illegal. 
We oppose provocative unilateral actions such as this, which hinder efforts to 
resume talks between the two parties leading to a two-state solution to this 
conflict, with Jerusalem as the shared capital of the two states living side by side 
in peace and security. That is the way forward. This latest settlement activity does 
not help-on the contrary, it raises tensions unnecessarily." 
We will continue to monitor the situation closely and raise these issues with the 
Israeli Government as necessary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110119w0001.htm#110
11976000525  
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Israel and Palestine 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the case of Imad al-Ashhab, a 17-year old Palestinian boy held without charge or trial 
in an Israeli prison for over 10 months, and what representations they have made to the 
Government of Israel regarding the detention without trial of minors.[HL5656] 
The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are concerned about the widespread use of administrative detention 
including those orders given to children, which, according to international law, should be 
used only in the most exceptional security cases rather than as routine practice. 
The UK is aware of the case of Imad al-Ashhab. Imad is currently the only minor held 
under administrative detention orders. He has served nearly 11 months in Ofer prison 
since his arrest on 21 February 2010. His fourth administrative detention order will expire 
on 4 February at which point he will either be released or issued with a fifth administrative 
detention order. 
Our consulate in Jerusalem is funding a project with Defence for Children International - 
Palestine this year to raise awareness of the treatment of minors detained in Israeli 
prisons. 
As I am sure my noble friend is aware, we raise our concerns with the Israeli Government 
on a regular basis about the application of due process and the treatment of Palestinian 
detainees, including where Palestinian children are involved. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110119w0001.htm#110
11976000526  

 
 
United Nations 

UN political chief warns Security Council of heightened tensions in Middle East 
The United Nations political affairs chief today warned the Security Council of 
developments in Israeli-Palestinian talks, the occupied Palestinian territory and in 
Lebanon which have heightened tensions in the region of late. ; 
On Israeli-Palestinian talks, Mr. Pascoe expressed appreciation and support for US 
efforts to engage in parallel talks on substance with the parties and its intention to be a 
proactive participant offering ideas and bridging proposals when appropriate. 
However, he voiced concern over the target dates supported by the Middle East Quartet 
; for reaching an Israeli-Palestinian framework agreement on permanent status and for 
completion of the Palestinian Authority’s two-year state-building programme. ; 
He cited the Secretary-General’s recent statements deploring the demolition of the 
Shepherd’s Hotel in the heart of a Palestinian neighbourhood in East Jerusalem and 
reiterated the Secretary-General’s call on Israel to freeze all settlement activity in 
conformity with international law ; 
Regarding Gaza, Mr. Pascoe voiced extreme concern over the situation in the past 
month, including an increase in tensions. He said that recent violence has included 
Palestinian militants firing 31 rockets and 47 mortar shells into Israel – representing 
approximately a four-fold increase from the previous reporting period – and Israel 
conducting 11 incursions and 26 air strikes in Gaza. ; 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37313&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
 
Middle East peace talks still deadlocked despite international efforts 
Lengthy summary of UN Security Council Debate 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/sc10157.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

Bill as brought from the House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/040/11040.pdf  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110119-
0001.htm#11011953000201  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 
Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110119-
0001.htm#11011953000203  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110119-
0002.htm#1101202000235  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1162001m.25-
31.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 

 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
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** National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/  
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