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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Census 
Lyn Brown: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office what steps his Department has 
taken to ensure that the 2011 Census captures accurate population data for areas with 
high levels of (a) ethnic and cultural diversity and (b) population change. [33175] 

Mr Hurd: … ONS recognised changes in society and technology that have taken 
place in the last 10 years (including increasing numbers of migrants … 
Extensive research and testing has been undertaken in the development of new 
questions for the 2011 Census which reflect user demand for information about 
changes in society. … questions about national identity, intention of migrants to 
stay and citizenship will support a more detailed understanding of migration and 
population change. … 
ONS is placing more emphasis on community engagement for the 2011 Census 
than in any previous census. Local area managers are … engaging directly with 
local groups. … These plans will be used by all area managers and community 
advisors to engage more effectively with the black and minority ethnic populations 
and other diverse communities, such as short-term migrants.  … 
To read the full answer see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/text/110
117w0003.htm#11011724000024  
 

Radicalism: Internet 
Jim Shannon: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent steps 
her Department has taken against websites hosting content which promote violent radical 
activities linked to Islam. [31953] 

Nick Herbert [holding answer 20 December 2010]: The coalition Government take 
the threat of online Islamic extremism very seriously. Where unlawful content is 
hosted in the United Kingdom, the police are able to require its removal under 
powers provided in the Terrorism Act 2006. In cases where unlawful content is 
hosted overseas, we work closely with our international partners and the internet 
industry to effect their removal. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/text/110117w0
001.htm#1101173000080  
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Holocaust 

European Parliament 

Opening of session: Auschwitz and Lithuanian anniversaries, Belarus and Tunisia 
The 66th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, the 20th anniversary of Lithuania's 
Bloody Sunday, the UN Convention on people with disabilities and the disappearance of 
Chinese lawyer Gao Zhisheng were among matters highlighted by President Jerzy Buzek 
at the opening of this week's European Parliament session … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110117IPR11806/html/Opening-
of-session-Auschwitz-and-Lithuanian-anniversaries-Belarus-and-Tunisia  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) what the objectives of Government policy on the Middle East Peace Process are for 
2011; [33759] 
(2) what his most recent assessment is of progress on the Middle East Peace Process. 
[33760] 
Alistair Burt: The window for peace in the middle east is closing as the facts on the 
ground change: there is an urgent need for progress to secure a two state solution, 
based on 1967 borders, with Jerusalem as the future capital of two states and with a fair 
settlement for refugees. This is important for Israelis, for Palestinians and for the 
international community, including the UK. We understand the depth of Israeli security 
concerns. But the strength of our friendship means that we can and must say frankly that 
we were disappointed that Israel did not renew the freeze on settlement construction and 
that peace talks are currently on hold. We will continue to work with the United States, 
the parties to the conflict and with our EU and UN partners to return to direct negotiations 
to achieve a two state solution. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/text/110117w0
004.htm#11011733000043  
 

Palestinians: International Assistance 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent progress has been made by the UN inquiry panel chaired by Geoffrey 
Palmer investigating the interception on 31 May 2010 of the Free Gaza movement flotilla. 
[33294] 

Alistair Burt: The UN inquiry panel, headed by Geoffrey Palmer, last delivered a 
progress report to the UN Secretary-General on 15 September 2010. The report 
was largely procedural in nature, explaining the panel's understanding of the tasks 
at hand and working methods. We understand the panel is due to deliver its final 
report in March 2011 at the earliest. 
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary welcomed the UN Secretary-General's 
establishment of a panel of inquiry, and both Israel and Turkey's commitment to 
participate. The panel has an important role to play in investigating and resolving 
the dispute over the Gaza flotilla incident and preventing future recurrence. It is 
also vital that the existing national investigations proceed swiftly, transparently and 
rigorously to ensure full accountability. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110117IPR11806/html/Opening-of-session-Auschwitz-and-Lithuanian-anniversaries-Belarus-and-Tunisia
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110117IPR11806/html/Opening-of-session-Auschwitz-and-Lithuanian-anniversaries-Belarus-and-Tunisia
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/text/110117w0004.htm#11011733000043
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/text/110117w0004.htm#11011733000043
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Mr Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 12 July 2010, Official Report, column 515W, on Palestinians: 
international assistance, what recent progress he has made together with his EU 
counterparts on further EU action for peace and security for Palestinians and Israelis. 
[33371] 

Alistair Burt: The middle east peace process remains among the government's 
highest foreign policy priorities. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary visited 
Israel and the Occupied Territories on 3-4 November 2010, during which he spoke 
with both Palestinian and Israeli Ministers to urge them to make progress. 
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary also continues to work closely with his 
EU counterparts and the right hon. Baroness Ashton to explore the scope for 
further EU action.   
The UK supported the December 2010 EU Foreign Affairs Council conclusions 
which reaffirmed the EU's stance supporting a negotiated two state solution. It 
remains the UK view that this is the only sustainable solution with a viable 
Palestinian state existing alongside a secure Israel recognised by her neighbours. 
These conclusions also expressed the EU's concern over the prevailing situation 
in Gaza. The EU reiterated its call for the immediate, sustained and unconditional 
opening of crossings for the flow of humanitarian aid, commercial goods and 
persons to and from Gaza. 

Mr Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answers of 14 June 2010, Official Report, column 301W, and 12 July 
2010, Official Report, column 515W, on Palestinians: international assistance, what 
recent progress has been made on lifting the Gaza blockade; and if he will make a 
statement. [33372] 

Alistair Burt: Israel's recent announcement on exports was an encouraging step. 
The key will be implementation. We discuss these issues regularly with the 
Government of Israel and will continue to do so. Following the recent 
announcement the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Department for 
International Development had positive discussions with the Government of Israel 
about the type and levels of exports they plan to achieve in 2011. We want to see 
a return to pre-2007 levels of exports in 2011 and have made clear that we stand 
ready, with EU partners, to work with Israel to achieve this. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/text/110117w0
004.htm#11011733000044  
 

 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for the Middle East announces additional £17 million for Palestinian state 
building 
… After substantive discussions with the Palestinian Prime Minister at his office in 
Ramallah, the Minister for the Middle East welcomed Palestinian progress against their 
Roadmap commitments, stating: 
“I am very impressed by the progress that Prime Minister Fayyad and his team are 
making on the state building agenda under the guidance of President Abbas. I applaud 
the Prime Minister’s dynamic leadership which has helped achieve this progress. It has 
made a difference to the lives of Palestinians, not least in the key sector of security, and 
has advanced the prospect of creating through negotiations an independent and viable 
Palestinian state living in peace with a secure Israel. 
The UK remains committed to assisting the Palestinians in their preparations for 
statehood, through our support to the Palestinian Authority. I was therefore delighted to 
confirm to Prime Minister Fayyad today the UK’s continued practical - as well as political - 
support. As a signal of UK commitment to Palestinian state-building, we are making a 
contribution that will enable the Palestinian Authority to provide basic services to its 
citizens. The £17m of funding will, for example, pay for over 4,400 children to go to 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/text/110117w0004.htm#11011733000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/text/110117w0004.htm#11011733000044
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school as well as 340 primary and secondary school teachers while also helping 15,000 
people receive continued access to clean water through the public network.” … 
We firmly believe that this should see a Palestinian state based on 1967 borders and with 
East Jerusalem as its capital. This is the solution which offers the best prospect of a just 
and sustainable peace. 
I also hold firmly the view that Settlement construction is illegal, wrong and should stop. It 
blights the lives of Palestinians and is an obstacle to peace. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=535902382  
 
Foreign Office Minister on plans for settlement building in East Jerusalem 
Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt has spoken following reports that Israel is 
considering building 1,400 new apartments in East Jerusalem. 
"We have always been clear that settlements are illegal and an obstacle to peace. 
Pushing ahead with this plan would be a deeply unhelpful move and hinder efforts to 
resume talks between the two parties leading to a two-state solution to this conflict, with 
Jerusalem as the shared capital of the two states living side by side in peace and 
security." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=535344882  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Germany: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received of anti-Semitism in Brandenburg, Germany and the 
surrounding area; what recent representations he has made to the Government of 
Germany on anti-Semitism in that country; and if he will make a statement. [33895] 

Mr Lidington: The state Government of Brandenburg have said that in 2009 there 
were 109 instances of anti-Semitic crime in Brandenburg, four of them violent. I 
have made no representations to the Federal Government of Germany on this 
matter. The German Government take the rights of their citizens seriously. The 
German constitution, the basic law, enshrines legal rights, including in matters of 
religion or race. Article 1 provides for 'The Protection of Human Dignity', Article 3 
provides for 'Equality before the Law' and Article 4 provides for 'Freedom of Faith, 
of Conscience and of Creed.' Section 130 of Germany's Penal Code also 
criminalises 'incitement to hatred' against any segment of the population. This 
carries a penalty of up to five years in prison. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/text/110117w0
004.htm#11011733000039  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=535902382
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=535344882
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/text/110117w0004.htm#11011733000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/text/110117w0004.htm#11011733000039
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html


 
5 

Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

Consideration of Bill 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/119/amend/pbc1191801m.1371-
1376.html  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110117/debtext/110117-
0001.htm#1101176000001  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1261701a.1.html  
 

Public Bill Committee call for written evidence 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110117-
0001.htm#1101179000440 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110117-
0002.htm#11011736000138  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161801m.11-
14.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 

 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
** Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/  
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