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Home Affairs 

Communities and Local Government 

Localism Bill to hand power to the people gains support 
An historic bill to return power to councils and communities reversing decades of 
increasing central government control was given new backing today. … a plain English 
guide has also been published today. …  
Local Government and Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said: 
"The Localism Bill is one of the most radical pieces of legislation to be debated in this 
chamber for decades. It is a triumph for democracy over bureaucracy. It will 
fundamentally shake up the balance of power in this country. It represents everything this 
Government stands for and is the cornerstone for everything we want to do. …” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1818838  

 

 
A plain English guide to the Localism Bill  
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1818597.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister visits Israel and the Palestinian Authority  
… Minister Burt will … spend a day touring northern Israel, including a visit to the Carmel 
Forest and Kibbutz Beit Oren, to see the damage caused by December’s massive blaze 
and meet local residents to hear about the reconstruction efforts. … [and] Kibbutz Eshbal 
in the Galilee to hear about their groundbreaking educational programme for alienated 
youth … In Nazareth, the Minister will meet the Mayor and other senior members of 
Israel’s Arab community to hear about their work and the challenges they face. The 
Minister for the Middle East will visit a ‘Café Europa’ centre for Holocaust survivors run 
by the Tel Aviv Foundation to demonstrate the importance Britain places on 
remembering the Holocaust and hear first-hand about the survivors’ experiences. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=535190382  
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1818838
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1818597.pdf
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=535190382
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Minister for the Middle East meets Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister  
… UK Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt and Israel's Deputy Foreign Minister 
Danny Ayalon … discussed regional developments, including the latest events in Tunisia 
and Lebanon. They also discussed the status of negotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinians, … shared concerns over the threat posed by Iran’s attempts to obtain a 
nuclear weapons capability and the need for international cooperation to urgently 
address this and the ongoing battle against terrorism. … 
The Minister for the Middle East updated Deputy Minister Ayalon on the progress of the 
bill recently introduced into Parliament that will correct the anomaly in the law on 
universal jurisdiction and prevent groundless and politicized applications for arrest 
warrants against visiting officials, including those from Israel. Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ayalon thanked the British government for its stance against the BDS movement and 
called for a continuation of this policy. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=535182482  
 
UK in Israel Facebook reports of Alistair Burt’s visit to Israel 
http://www.facebook.com/ukinisrael  

 
 
United Nations 

Alarmed by Surging Construction Activity, Palestinian Rights Committee Supports 
Call for Israel to Choose between Peace, Settlements 
The Bureau of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People adopted on 14 January the following statement on Israel’s illegal settlement 
activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem: 
The Bureau … is greatly alarmed by the recent upsurge in Israeli settlement activity.  The 
Israeli Government has ignored the international community’s repeated calls for a 
complete cessation of settlement activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, which are illegal under international humanitarian law and 
constitute a major obstruction to the efforts to resume the peace process towards 
achievement of a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the question of 
Palestine.  These illegal policies run counter to all international efforts at helping the 
permanent status negotiations succeed.  The recent decision of the Israeli Government 
to allocate more than half a billion United States dollars worth of subsidies for the 
expansion of settlements through the year 2012 is signalling Israel’s clear intent to 
continue its illegal policies, thus rendering the negotiations with the Palestinians futile 
and further threatening the possibilities for achieving the two-State solution on the basis 
of the pre-1967 borders. 
… Settlement construction is contradictory to the goal of ending the Israeli occupation 
that began in 1967 and gravely undermines trust and the legitimate aspirations of the 
Palestinian people to live in a viable State of their own.  The Palestinian leadership has 
demonstrated political maturity by engaging in direct negotiations with Israel, while 
making it abundantly clear at the outset that Israel would have to choose between 
settlements and peace.  The Committee fully supports that principled stance. 
… While appreciative of the efforts in recent years by the Quartet and its individual 
members to promote a settlement freeze and a return to negotiations, the Committee 
strongly urges the Security Council, the Quartet, and the High Contracting Parties to the 
Geneva Conventions to unequivocally reaffirm their position of principle on the settlement 
issue with a view to compelling Israel to live up to its obligations.  … The international 
community should send a clear and unambiguous message:  settlement activity is illegal 
and incompatible with peace.  … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2011/gapal1179.doc.htm  
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=535182482
http://www.facebook.com/ukinisrael
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2011/gapal1179.doc.htm
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WFP Executive Director On Three-Day Visit To Middle East 
The Executive Director of the United Nations World Food Programme … will begin a 
three-day mission to the occupied Palestinian territory, Israel and Jordan on 17 January 
during which she will … visit school meals projects and an innovative electronic food 
voucher project in the West Bank. She will visit the oldest school in Hebron to meet 
students and see the impact that the programme had on the lives of many children. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/world-food-progamme-executive-director-three-
day-visit-middle-east  
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Other Relevant Information 

Archbishop of Canterbury 
Faith in the World Competition 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, has launched the 'Faith in the World' 
writing prize, which invites young people to submit an essay exploring faith in our world.  
… Questions of how different faiths live together, or what religion says about money or 
the environment keep on being asked in public debate and in the media. Archbishop 
Rowan Williams wants to encourage young people to be part of this conversation, so that 
their voices can be heard on the key issues facing society today. … The competition is 
open to all young people who were aged 13-21 on September 1st 2010.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/3110  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/119/amend/pbc1191401a.1365-
1370.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/ml026-ixr.htm  
 
 
 
 

http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/world-food-progamme-executive-director-three-day-visit-middle-east
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/world-food-progamme-executive-director-three-day-visit-middle-east
http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/3110
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/119/amend/pbc1191401a.1365-1370.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/119/amend/pbc1191401a.1365-1370.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/ml026-ixr.htm
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** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Notice of amendment 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161401a.7-10.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 

 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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