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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Arrest Warrants 
Duncan Hames: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice what discussions he has had 
with the Attorney-General on the resources available to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions for the implementation of the Secretary of State's proposals relating to 
arrest warrants for offences under universal jurisdiction. [32697] 

Mr Blunt: No such discussions have taken place. Any credible allegations relating 
to universal jurisdiction offences would continue to be accorded the highest 
priority, and there is no reason to doubt the capacity of the Crown Prosecution 
Service to deal with them. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110111/text/110111w0
001.htm#11011168000025 

 
Religion: English Baccalaureate 

Alison McGovern: To ask the Secretary of State for Education whether he plans to 
include religious studies as a humanities subject in the English Baccalaureate. [30486] 

Mr Gibb: For the purposes of the 2010 Performance Tables, history or geography 
will count towards the humanities element of the English Baccalaureate. We will 
review the precise definition of the English Baccalaureate for the 2011 Tables, but 
would not expect to remove any of the qualifications identified for the 2010 Tables. 
The English Baccalaureate will give pupils the opportunity to study a core of 
academic subjects. This does not mean that we wish to restrict choices or 
opportunities for wider study, and the core of subjects in the English 
Baccalaureate is small enough to allow for that. Study in other subjects will also be 
valuable to pupils and we will encourage all pupils to study others subjects 
alongside the core English Baccalaureate, in order to get a well rounded 
education. 
We recognise, as many schools do, the benefits that religious studies can bring to 
pupils. This is why the teaching of religious studies remains compulsory 
throughout a pupil's time at school. Success in all subjects studied at GCSE, 
including religious studies, will also continue to be recognised by other 
performance table measures, as it has in the past. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110111/text/110111w0
003.htm#11011179000020  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110111/text/110111w0001.htm#11011168000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110111/text/110111w0001.htm#11011168000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110111/text/110111w0003.htm#11011179000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110111/text/110111w0003.htm#11011179000020
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Government Equalities Office 

Public sector Equality Duty 
… The new duty, which will come into effect on 6 April, puts into practice part of the 
Government’s new equality strategy by ending the era of top-down targets, cutting red 
tape and shifting power from Whitehall bureaucrats to local experts. Instead of central 
government creating box-ticking exercises by setting strict equality targets, local 
authorities and other public sector bodies will simply be required to show what they’re 
doing to tackle inequality. Voluntary and charitable sector organisations and members of 
the public will be encouraged to scrutinise this information and hold public bodies to 
account if they are not performing. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/media/press_releases/public_sector_equality_duty.aspx  

 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Public Sector Equality Duty Guidance 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/public-sector-duties/new-
public-sector-equality-duty-guidance/  

 
 
Scottish Government 

Protection for vulnerable groups 
A new disclosure scheme to improve the protection of Scotland's most vulnerable groups 
is to go live on February 28, Children's Minister Adam Ingram announced today. … 
Like the current disclosure system, it is designed to ensure that people who have a 
known history of harmful or abusive behaviour are not put in positions of trust with 
vulnerable people. However, it will improve those arrangements by reducing the need for 
people to complete a lengthy application form every time a disclosure is required through 
a membership scheme that continually updates relevant information. It will also ensure 
that people who become unsuitable during their employment can be quickly identified 
and will allow employers to check records more quickly and easily…. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/01/12100422  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the United States Government's offer of $3 billion worth of military hardware to Israel in 
return for a 90-day settlement freeze in the West Bank.[HL5528] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We maintain close dialogue with the US on the Middle East peace 
process and supported their efforts to secure a renewal of the settlement freeze. 
As my right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary has made clear, we believe 
that settlements are illegal and an obstacle to peace. We will continue to press for 
an end to all settlement activity. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 

http://www.equalities.gov.uk/media/press_releases/public_sector_equality_duty.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/public-sector-duties/new-public-sector-equality-duty-guidance/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/public-sector-duties/new-public-sector-equality-duty-guidance/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/01/12100422
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made to the Government of Israel concerning the destruction of the "Freedom Road" in 
the village of Qarawat Bani Hassan by the Israeli authorities, the building of which was 
funded through contributions for Palestinian families to access their homes, schools, 
agricultural land, and health clinics.[HL5532] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: As my noble Friend is aware, the UK has a strong 
record of lobbying hard on issues relating to house demolitions and settlement 
building and we regularly raise our concerns with the Israeli authorities. We are 
further concerned at a recent increase in demolitions and evictions in east 
Jerusalem and Area C. We continue to monitor the situation closely and will 
continue to raise the matter with the Israeli Government as necessary. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the demolition of the village of Abu Al Ajaj 
in the Jordan Valley, displacing 150 residents.[HL5533] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are concerned that Israel's minority Arab 
population, including Bedouin Arab minorities, are suffering institutional, legal and 
societal inequality and discrimination. We remain concerned that the Israeli 
Government's Goldberg Commission's 2008 recommendations, which included a 
recommendation to recognise most of the remaining unrecognised Bedouin 
villages, has not brought about an end to the demolition of Bedouin houses and 
villages. 
During the recent UN Human Rights Committee hearing in Geneva, along with UN 
colleagues we raised these concerns with the Government of Israel. Israel told the 
committee that it was in ongoing discussions with Bedouin leaders about housing 
access and housing rights. We continue to support calls made by the EU and the 
UN for a genuine and satisfactory solution to these problems that the Bedouin 
communities face. We have made it clear that Israel should take the steps 
necessary to ensure that the rights of these minorities are protected. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#110
11155000226  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of recent reports of young Palestinian children being arrested by the Israeli authorities 
and made subject to illegal transfer, detention and interrogation methods without family 
accompaniment; and what representations they have made to the Government of Israel 
on this matter.[HL5468] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Our embassy in Tel Aviv discusses concerns regarding the treatment 
of all Palestinian prisoners with the Government of Israel on a regular basis, 
underlining our view on the need for immediate action to ensure all cases are 
reviewed by a court in accordance with fair procedures, and that rights, particularly 
to a fair trial and family visits, are upheld. We have made clear our concerns 
regarding administrative detention. 
In this context, we also raise concerns with the Israeli Government about the 
application of due process and the treatment of Palestinian detainees, where 
Palestinian children are involved. I would refer my noble friend to the Hansard 
record of the Westminster Hall adjournment debate (Official Report, Commons, 7 
December 2010, cols. 23-44WH) for further detail. We are aware of the recent 
reports documenting alleged abuse of Palestinian children by Israeli security 
forces and are currently looking into these allegations. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the treatment of Palestinian children accused of throwing stones and arrested in 
Silwan, and the 1,200 criminal cases which have been opened against children accused 
of throwing stones in East Jerusalem in 2010.[HL5530] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Our embassy in Tel Aviv discusses concerns 
regarding the treatment of all Palestinian prisoners with the Government of Israel 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#11011155000226
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#11011155000226
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on a regular basis, underlining our view on the need for immediate action to 
ensure all cases are reviewed by a court in accordance with fair procedures, and 
that rights, particularly to a fair trial and family visits, are upheld. We have made 
clear our concerns regarding administrative detention. 
In this context, we also raise concerns with the Israeli Government about the 
application of due process and the treatment of Palestinian detainees, where 
Palestinian children are involved. I would refer my noble friend to the Hansard 
record of the Westminster Hall adjournment debate (Official Report, Commons, 7 
December 2010, cols. 23-44WH) for further detail. We are aware of the recent 
reports documenting alleged abuse of Palestinian children by Israeli security 
forces and are currently looking into these allegations. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the two most recent cases of children 
being shot whilst collecting building gravel in Gaza, bringing the total number of similar 
cases documented by Defence for Children International (DCI) since 26 March 2010 to 
16.[HL5531] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Our embassy in Tel Aviv discusses concerns 
regarding the treatment of all Palestinian prisoners with the Government of Israel 
on a regular basis, underlining our view on the need for immediate action to 
ensure all cases are reviewed by a court in accordance with fair procedures, and 
that rights, particularly to a fair trial and family visits, are upheld. We have made 
clear our concerns regarding administrative detention. 
In this context, we also raise concerns with the Israeli Government about the 
application of due process and the treatment of Palestinian detainees, where 
Palestinian children are involved. I would refer my noble friend to the Hansard 
record of the Westminster Hall adjournment debate (Official Report, Commons, 7 
December 2010, cols. 23-44WH) for further detail. We are aware of the recent 
reports documenting alleged abuse of Palestinian children by Israeli security 
forces and are currently looking into these allegations. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.ht
m#11011155000227  

 
Palestine 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to the 
Palestinian Authority in its efforts to form an independent state before it reaches an 
agreement with Israel on a future two-state solution. [HL5535] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): There is an urgent need for progress to secure a two-state solution, 
based on 1967 borders, with Jerusalem as the future capital of two states and a 
fair settlement for refugees. We want to see progress through negotiations and 
have no plans to recognise a Palestinian state ahead of an agreement between 
the Palestinians and Israelis. 
However, we are strong supporters of Prime Minister Fayyad's efforts to build the 
institutions of state, including through UK funding of £113.45 million from 2008 to 
2010; and recognise the achievements he has made to date. This important work 
moves the Palestinian Authority forward in meeting its road map commitments on 
security and institution building as highlighted by my right honourable friend the 
Foreign Secretary in his Statement on 9 October. We call on Israel to make 
progress on its road map commitments in particular on settlements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#110
11155000235  
 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
Paul Flynn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
his policy is on recognition of the Palestinian Government in Gaza. [33214] 

Alistair Burt: The international community, including the UK, recognised the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#11011155000227
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#11011155000227
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#11011155000235
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#11011155000235
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results of the 2006 Palestinian legislative elections. But Hamas' subsequent 
actions in using force to oust its political rivals were far from democratic. Hamas' 
ideology of violence also directly undermines prospects for peace in the region. 
The Quartet has set out clearly that Hamas must renounce violence, recognise 
Israel and accept previously signed agreements. With our international partners, 
we will continue to call on Hamas to take immediate and concrete steps towards 
the Quartet principles and to release Gilad Shalit unconditionally. 
We will also to continue to call on all parties in the region including Hamas to 
refrain from any activity that could undermine the search for a just and lasting 
settlement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110111/text/110111w0
001.htm#11011167000049  
 

Lebanon: Anti-Tank Missiles 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of the sale 
by France to Lebanon of 100 anti-tank missiles with a range of four kilometres. [HL5510] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Defence (Lord Astor 
of Hever): The proposed deal is not a contravention of any embargo or sanction. 
France is bound by the same export regulations as the UK, the EU common 
position on defence exports, and we would expect France, as with other exporting 
nations, to have considered carefully the potential end-use of such weapons. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#110
11155000228  
 

 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human rights defender from Palestine creates video project documenting abuses 
Issa Amro, a Human Rights defender from Hebron says “to be a human rights defender 
in the West Bank you have to be a strong person and want to help others, because this is 
a very dangerous area. My motivation came from having endured daily attacks and 
discrimination by Israelis. Palestinians cannot walk the streets freely. If I go to the 
Mosque, I have to pass through four to five security checks.”  
Mr. Amro has worked as a field researcher with B’Tselem, the Israeli Information Centre 
for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories, for the past three years, and is the creator 
of a video project which documents human rights violations, focusing on the region of 
Hebron and its Southern hills. … 
“Palestinians in Hebron suffer many forms of discrimination,” according to Mr. Amro. He 
highlights, in particular, that in the Israeli courts, Palestinian and Israeli children are 
treated differently. Palestinian children are considered children only until the age of 12, 
where Israeli children are considered children up until 15 years old. Palestinians are 
under military law, and while the Israelis are living in the same place, they are covered 
under Israeli civil law.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/HRDefenderPalestine.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110111/text/110111w0001.htm#11011167000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110111/text/110111w0001.htm#11011167000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#11011155000228
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110111w0001.htm#11011155000228
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/HRDefenderPalestine.aspx
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
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Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/su026-viiia.htm  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 2 days 
Charity Commission for England and Wales: Views on Future Strategy  
(closes 14 January 2011) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/RSS/News/pr_strategic_review.aspx  
 
Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 
** DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/  
 

TOP 
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