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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Hate Crimes 
Mrs. Curtis-Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
recent assessment he has made of the effectiveness of legislation designed to tackle 
hate-related offences. [300483] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: The Government have not made any recent formal 
assessment of the effectiveness of this legislation. In September 2009 the Home 
Office published the Cross-Government Hate Crime Action Plan. This plan brings 
together a range of work being delivered across Government and criminal justice 
agencies to target hate crime. The development of the Action Plan, involved 
informal assessment of the current legislative provision against the work being 
delivered. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w00
26.htm#09120111000035  

 
 
Communities and Local Government 

Unshakeable commitment from government to tackle race equality and social 
mobility  
… Mr Denham said that the forthcoming race equality strategy will be broader to meet 
these challenges and to reflect that class is as important a factor in social mobility as 
race and will set out a three pronged approach: 

• effective enforcement 
• a strong legal framework to challenge all forms of inequality, set out by the 

Equalities Bill; and 
• targeted action for particular problems and disadvantaged groups such as the 

REACH role models scheme for young black men and Connecting Communities, 
designed to reassure White working class communities. 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1397530  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0026.htm#09120111000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0026.htm#09120111000035
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1397530
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Stephen Lawrence Report - Ten Years On: Speech by John Denham to the TUC 
…I know that some people are worried that the Government's commitment to the anti-
racist or race equality agendas, summed up in the Macpherson Inquiry, has shifted and 
is no longer such a priority. I want to reassure you that nothing could be further from the 
truth. … 
The latest data from the Citizenship Survey tells us that people from minority ethnic 
communities are becoming more confident that the criminal justice system will treat them 
fairly. The number of Black and Minority ethnic respondents who believed they would be 
treated worse by the criminal justice system has fallen from a third to a fifth since 2001. 
And the number of racially motivated incidents measured in the British Crime Survey 
which measures people's perceptions of crime has more than halved since 1995. … 
… there are three trends which have emerged over the past ten years which have 
influenced the context in which we need to tackle racism and promote race equality 
today. 
The first is the greater importance given to community cohesion: recognising that racism 
is one of the factors which undermine community stability - but not the only one. 
Think back to the riots in 2001. Racism undoubtedly played a role - but so did culture, 
faith, migration, economics and the class structure of those communities. All these 
factors had helped create communities living separate, parallel lives with little 
understanding of each other. … 
The second trend has been the changing pattern of migration over the past ten years: 
including all migrants, whether legal, illegal, asylum seekers and refugees. 
Legitimate economic migration, while clearly benefiting the UK as a whole, has had a big 
impact on the labour market and on wages in some industries and in some communities. 
In some places, we have seen racism become more socially acceptable - sometimes 
aimed at Eastern Europeans, or at Muslims, and sometimes against the Asian 
community more widely. 
Racism is also achieving a political voice through far right parties and other extreme right 
wing groups. These groups seek to exploit legitimate worries by exaggerating myths and 
in some cases, resorting to provocative and violent tactics. 
And third, there has been a renewed recognition of the importance of class. … Socio-
economic status and poverty affect people's chances in life regardless of race or ethnic 
background.  … 
… in future, people will be able to see exactly the progress that is being made to reduce 
race inequality - and all other forms of inequality - by using easily accessible public data 
available through a web tool from the Commission: the 'equality measurement 
framework'. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/tucstephenlawrence  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Bob Spink (287) Holocaust Memorial Day – That this House notes that 27 January 
marks Holocaust Memorial Day, the day on which Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration and 
death camp was liberated; recognises the significance of this day and the importance of 
remembering and learning from the past especially when there are those who seek to 
denigrate and deny its significance; further notes that the theme for January 2010 Legacy 
of Hope, is inspired by the testimony of holocaust and genocide survivors and teaches 
the lessons of hope for a safer, inclusive society; condemns denial and denigration of the 
memory of the Holocaust, as well as of the 1915 Genocide of Armenians and Assyrians 
in Turkey, and the politics of hatred and division which led to these events; commends 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/tucstephenlawrence
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0014.htm#09113048000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0014.htm#09113048000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0014.htm#09113048000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0014.htm#09113048000016
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the Holocaust Educational Trust for its work in educating on the horrors of the past, 
reaching thousands of students across the country; and calls on hon. Members to 
respect Holocaust Memorial Day and to ensure that the Holocaust, the 1915 Genocide 
and modern atrocities such as the 1988 Anfal Genocide are never forgotten. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39847&SESSION=903  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Arms Control 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment has been made of the (a) provenance and (b) destination of the shipment of 
arms seized by the Israeli navy off the coast of Cyprus in November 2009; and if he will 
make a statement. [301974] 

David Miliband: The information provided by the Government of Israel to the UN 
Security Council in early November alleging that it had intercepted an arms 
shipment (on the Francop ship) from Iran to Syria potentially indicates a serious 
breach of both UN Security Council Resolutions 1737 and 1701. It also appears to 
be part of a pattern of arms shipments from Iran. If that is the case, it is deeply 
irresponsible. We will work in New York to ensure that the Iran Sanctions 
Committee pursues this matter thoroughly and urgently. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w00
14.htm#09113048000015  
 

Israel: Borders 
Mr. Crabb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on recent progress by the Israeli government in removing 
checkpoints and security barriers on the West Bank. [301839] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Israeli Government have recently removed some obstacles 
to movement and access in the west bank. In June 2009, the UN Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) listed 613 obstacles in the west 
bank. As of the end of October 2009, the UNOCHA listed 578 obstacles in the 
west bank. 
However, this falls short of the Israeli announcement in September 2009 that 
Israel would remove 100 obstacles. A UNOCHA investigation, using co-ordinates 
provided by the Israeli Defence Forces, found that not all of these 100 obstacles 
had been removed, and that 61 of the 100 had not originally featured on the 
UNOCHA list of 613 obstacles because they were deemed insignificant. 
Nonetheless, the removal of some obstacles is a step in the right direction. We 
urge the Israeli Government to ensure that these improvements in movement and 
access are maintained and improved. We also commend the Palestinian security 
forces for their efforts to improve security in the west bank, which has in turn given 
Israel confidence to ease restrictions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w00
14.htm#09113048000016  

 
Middle East 

Mr. Crabb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on (a) levels of unemployment, (b) changes in the level of 
GDP growth, (c) export volumes and (d) crime rates on the West Bank. [301835] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The International Monetary Fund has predicted that gross 
domestic product per capita in the west bank will decline in 2009, despite an initial 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39847&SESSION=903
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projection of 7 per cent. growth, unless restrictions on movement and access are 
further relaxed. 
There are signs that unemployment has been falling slightly in the west bank this 
year. It fell from 19.5 per cent. in March to 15.9 per cent. in June. However, over 
the last three years unemployment has fallen over the summer months due to the 
nature of seasonal employment. It is therefore difficult to assess whether this 
decline is a reflection of a more sustained reduction in the level of unemployment, 
or a seasonal phenomenon. We shall continue to monitor data for the autumn and 
winter months. Anecdotal evidence suggests that exports may have increased 
marginally as a result of the decision to increase the commercial opening hours of 
the Allenby crossing into Jordan. However, Israel has yet to take other significant 
measures to facilitate exports through Jordan and into Israel. We continue to call 
on her to do so.  
There is also anecdotal evidence to suggest that crime rates in areas under 
Palestinian Authority (PA) control have declined as a result of a greater 
Palestinian police presence and a crackdown on crimes such as car theft. 
However, the PA has not been able to operate in 60 per cent. of the west bank-in 
Area C-and so its ability to have an impact on crime remains impeded. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w00
14.htm#09113048000021 
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Crabb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the level of threat to Israel of attacks from the West 
Bank. [301837] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: There have been notable improvements in the security situation 
in the west bank over the past year. However, the situation remains fragile and 
could deteriorate quickly. We recognise the key role the Palestinian Authorities 
Security Forces have played in maintaining security and containing violent 
extremists in many areas of the west bank. However, we have been concerned in 
recent weeks by increased tensions in east Jerusalem and the old city. 

Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs for 
what reasons the UK has not been able to meet the commitment made by the Prime 
Minister on 19 January 2009 to provide naval resources to monitor and stop arms traffic 
and arms entering Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [301979] 

David Miliband: The actual allocation of naval assets is considered in line with 
the relevant international political and legal considerations and availability of 
resources. So far the conditions have not been met for deployment. 

Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs with 
reference to the Prime Minister's statement of 19 January 2009, what steps the UK has 
taken to (a) deal with unexploded bombs in Gaza and (b) provide monitoring support at 
crossings into Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [301980] 

David Miliband: The Department for International Development (DFID) is 
supporting the clearance of Unexploded Ordnance. Mines Advisory Group has 
cleared unexploded ordnance (UXO) from UN Relief and Works Agency schools, 
allowing 220,000 children to return to school. DFID has also provided £445,446 to 
enable the UN Mines Action Service to coordinate UXO assessment and 
clearance throughout Gaza, deploy Explosive Ordnance Disposal teams to clear 
sites and remove UXO contamination, and train 500 people involved in rubble 
removal to identify and manage UXO. 
Although clearance operations are now underway, an estimated 400,000 tonnes of 
rubble mixed with toxic materials and unexploded ordnance still need to be 
removed before reconstruction can begin. 
The UK fully supports the work of the EU Border Assistance Mission to Rafah. It is 
critical that the mission remains ready to reactivate its work as soon as the Israeli 
authorities allow the crossing to open. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0014.htm#09113048000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0014.htm#09113048000021
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Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the proportion of homes damaged or destroyed during the 
December 2008 conflict in Gaza which have been rebuilt since the end of the conflict. 
[301981] 

David Miliband: Approximately 6,400 homes and 114 schools were destroyed or 
badly damaged during the 2008 conflict. Only limited reconstruction has taken 
place. The UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) has sufficient plastic sheets 
and tarpaulins to provide temporary cover for broken windows. Using cash 
handouts from UNRWA and the UN Development Programme, owners of around 
50,000 lightly damaged homes are making repairs. UNRWA has been able to 
rebuild 180 fully destroyed homes (out of 3,000 requiring major repairs) using 
materials already available in Gaza. 
The Government remain extremely concerned about the very grave humanitarian 
situation in Gaza, particularly with the onset of the autumn rains and colder winter 
weather. Many people in Gaza have not been able to rebuild their homes since the 
conflict ended in January 2009. We continue to urge the Israeli Government to 
open the crossings into Gaza not only for humanitarian supplies, but also for 
reconstruction materials, commercial trade and people. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w00
14.htm#09113048000022 
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Crabb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
his Department's policy is on the conformity of Middle East peace proposals with the 
principles of the Oslo Accords. [302198] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Oslo Accords are a fundamental building block towards 
achieving a Palestinian state living alongside Israel in peace and security. The 
Government remain fully committed to establishing such a viable Palestinian state 
based on the 1967 borders, with limited land-swaps of equal quality. We believe 
that negotiations between the parties remain the best route to achieving this goal. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w00
14.htm#09113048000023  
 

Gaza: Reconstruction 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what proportion 
of the £47 million pledged by the UK for immediate humanitarian assistance, early 
recovery and reconstruction in Gaza has been disbursed; and what assessment has 
been made of the effect of this funding on the humanitarian situation in Gaza. [301992] 

Mr. Michael Foster: £27 million of the UK's pledge of £47 million has been 
allocated for immediate humanitarian assistance and early recovery work in Gaza, 
and £20 million for reconstruction. 
The UK has spent £18.3 million of the £27 million pledged for humanitarian 
assistance and early recovery activities, and we expect to have spent all of this 
funding by the end of March 2010. However, due to restrictions on the entry of 
building materials into Gaza, the UK has not yet been able to spend any of the £20 
million earmarked for reconstruction. We stand ready to provide support as soon 
as the situation improves, and continue to press the Israeli Government for 
improved access to Gaza. 
UK support is helping to make a real difference in Gaza. For example, UK funding 
to Oxfam helped provide clean water to over 63,000 people and improved 
sanitation for more than 100,000 people. Our funding to the World Food 
Programme and UN Relief and Works Agency helps provide food to more than 
900,000 people. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0014.htm#09113048000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0014.htm#09113048000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0014.htm#09113048000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0014.htm#09113048000023
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Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what progress 
has been made on efforts to repair the sewage and water treatment plant in Gaza. 
[301993] 

Michael Foster: There are a number of sewage treatment, wastewater re-use and 
seawater desalination projects in Gaza aimed at addressing the ongoing water 
and sanitation crisis. The UN has highlighted five key projects which are at various 
stages of planning and implementation: construction of the North Gaza 
Emergency Sewage Treatment plant, upgrading of the Sheikh Ajleen sewage 
treatment plant in Gaza City, construction of wastewater treatment plants in Rafah 
and Khan Younis and the installation of three desalination plants (in Rafah, Khan 
Younis and Al Bureij refugee camp).  
Israeli authorities have expressed support for these projects and allowed some of 
the necessary materials to enter Gaza. However, implementation has been slowed 
due to prolonged delays in the clearance of these imports and other difficulties in 
the coordination process with the authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w00
15.htm#09113049000008 
 

Gaza: Utilities 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
assessment he has made of levels of access to (a) clean water and (b) electricity in 
Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [301991] 

Mr. Michael Foster: The UN estimates the number of people not connected to the 
water network in Gaza is now only 10,000 out of a population of 1.5 million. But 
frequent power failures also mean that access to water from the network is limited 
to six-eight hours per day for several days as pumps in boreholes and in blocks of 
flats cannot operate. In addition, it is estimated that 90-95 per cent. of the water in 
the aquifer, from which Gaza draws its water, is contaminated with sewage, 
nitrates and sea water and does not meet drinking water quality standards. 
As the power station does not get enough fuel to run at full capacity, Gaza 
consistently experiences shortages of mains electricity leading to power cuts of 
four-five hours a day, four days a week for 90 per cent. of the population. In 
October the power station only received 65 per cent. of the 3.5 million litres of fuel 
needed to operate at its maximum capacity of 80 megawatts. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w00
15.htm#09113049000009  

 
 

STUC 
STUC to ask Celtic fans to show Palestinian flags in solidarity with suffering 
Palestinians on December 2nd 
… “This December marks the one year anniversary of the Israeli invasion of Gaza in 
which 1400 men, women and children were killed in an act described by the United 
Nations as ‘indicating serious violations of international human rights’ and ‘amounting to 
war crimes, and possibly crimes against humanity.’ Israel also continues to flout 
international law through its illegal occupation, through increasing settlements and 
building its so-called security wall which separates Palestinians, family from family and 
community from community.” “When the Israel team Hapoel Tel Aviv visit Celtic Park on 
Wednesday night, millions around the world will be watching including those living in 
Israel and Palestine. “I am today writing to Celtic FC and Hapoel Tel Aviv FC outlining 
the reasons and purpose of this call and making clear that we attach no blame either to 
Hapoel Tel Aviv players, nor their fans, for the outrageous actions of their government. 
“We hope that Celtic fans will join with us in a demonstration of support for a just and 
lasting peace in Israel/Palestine based on a safe and secure Palestinian homeland living 
side by side with Israel.” 
http://www.stuc.org.uk/news/700/celtic-fans-palestinian-flags  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0015.htm#09113049000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0015.htm#09113049000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0015.htm#09113049000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0015.htm#09113049000009
http://www.stuc.org.uk/news/700/celtic-fans-palestinian-flags
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United Nations 

UN uses speeches, photo exhibit and concert to voice solidarity with Palestinians 
The International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People is being observed today at 
United Nations Headquarters in New York with a special commemorative meeting, a new 
photographic exhibition and a concert  …General Assembly President Ali Treki said the 
Day served as a reminder “that the Question of Palestine remains the oldest unresolved 
issue at the United Nations.”  
He noted that the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory, particularly the Gaza 
Strip, “jolts us to the human cost of this unresolved conflict borne by Palestinian civilians. 
Their ordeal will continue until the Question of Palestine is resolved and the occupation is 
brought to an end.”  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33101&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Children, Schools and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html  
 
Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/004/amend/pbc0042611a.35.
html  
 
Crime and Security Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html 
 
** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/005/amend/pbc0053011a.37-
43.html  
 
Flood and Water Management Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html  
 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Census (Scotland) Order 2010 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/pdf/sdsi_9780111007037_en.pdf 
 

Executive Note    
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/en/sdsien_9780111007037_en.pdf 
 

TOP 
 

 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33101&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/004/amend/pbc0042611a.35.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/004/amend/pbc0042611a.35.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/005/amend/pbc0053011a.37-43.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/005/amend/pbc0053011a.37-43.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/pdf/sdsi_9780111007037_en.pdf
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/en/sdsien_9780111007037_en.pdf
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Other Relevant Information 

Scottish Government 

Your Scotland, Your Voice    
First Minister Alex Salmond today published the Scottish Government's White Paper - 
Your Scotland, Your Voice - which paves the way for the people of Scotland to be given 
the right to choose their constitutional future in a referendum. … As well as setting out 
the case for independence in more depth and detail than ever before, the White Paper 
also examines the other constitutional options open to Scotland: the status quo, the 
proposals of the Calman Commission on Scottish Devolution, and maximum devolution 
including fiscal autonomy.  
Mr Salmond said: "… This White Paper charts the route to progress for Scotland - and 
we are calling on people of all parties and none who want real and substantive additions 
to the powers of the Parliament to rally to the referendum campaign. That is why we are 
open to including the option of such powers on the referendum ballot paper, alongside 
independence. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/11/27154409 
 
 
White Paper 
Your Scotland, Your Voice: A National Conversation    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/293639/0090721.pdf  
 
 
Scottish Government changes 
First Minister Alex Salmond has today announced changes to the Scottish Government 
ministerial team. 
Michael Russell, who piloted the White Paper on the constitution and Referendum Bill to 
publication yesterday, becomes the new Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong 
Learning in succession to Fiona Hyslop who replaces Mr Russell as Minister for Culture 
and External Affairs in attendance at the Cabinet. The FM will take on responsibility for 
the constitution and the Referendum Bill to be introduced early in the New Year. 
Mr Salmond said: "Schools policy has reached a difficult period with our disagreement 
with many local authorities about their failure to reduce class sizes by sustaining teacher 
numbers, while we have achieved a new record low in primary school class sizes. 
"It is appropriate that a fresh look is taken at this and other schooling issues to break the 
impasse for the benefit of parents, teachers and children. I believe that Michael Russell 
can bring new thinking to this tough task. 
"Fiona Hyslop will do an excellent job as Minister for Culture and External Affairs, and will 
take responsibility for the Joint Ministerial Committees and for liaison with the 
Westminster Government and with Europe. There are key issues arising regarding 
changes in the terms of the JMC arrangements, and Fiona Hyslop will seek to secure a 
better deal for Scotland." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/12/01103038  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/11/27154409
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/293639/0090721.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/12/01103038
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European Court of Human Rights 

Chamber judgment: Karsai v. Hungary (application no. 5380/07) 
Historian's right to freedom of expression breached by obligation to publish 
rectification 
Principal facts 
…In 2004 there was a public debate in Hungary as to whether a statue should be set up 
to commemorate the former Prime Minister Pál Teleki, who had cooperated with Nazi 
Germany and had been involved in the passing of anti-Semitic legislation. Mr. Karsai 
published an article criticising the right-wing press, including the author B.T., for praising 
the politician’s role and for making anti-Semitic statements.  
B.T. brought a civil action against the applicant, claiming that his reputation had been 
harmed by a passage in the article that could be referred to him and included the 
expression “bashing the Jews”. The Regional Court did not grant the claim [but] the 
decision was later reversed by the Court of Appeal … 
The applicant complained that the Hungarian court decisions amounted to a violation of 
his right to freedom of expression … 
The [ECHR] noted that the applicant wrote the article in question in the course of a 
debate of utmost public interest, concerning Hungary’s coming to terms with its 
totalitarian past. It therefore considered that its publication deserved the high level of 
protection granted to the press in view of its functions in a democratic society. … 
The Court concluded that the domestic courts had not convincingly established that 
protecting the reputation of a participant in a public debate was more important than the 
applicant's right to freedom of expression and the general interest in promoting this 
freedom where issues of public interest were concerned.  … 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=1&portal=hbkm&action=html&highlight=
&sessionid=38514705&skin=hudoc-pr-en  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes today 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
** closes in 3 days 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=html&documentId=858957&portal=hbkm&source=externalbydocnumber&tabl
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=1&portal=hbkm&action=html&highlight=&sessionid=38514705&skin=hudoc-pr-en
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=1&portal=hbkm&action=html&highlight=&sessionid=38514705&skin=hudoc-pr-en
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/charging09/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/charging09/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolidationconsultation.aspx
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolidationconsultation.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-families/pvglegislation/Consultation09
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-families/pvglegislation/Consultation09
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